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W^hen a tnan breaks in upon a company of 
etp^’^ers, to which he is not invited, the intrusion 
d 'es or docs not demand an apology, according to 
the nature of the business vdiich brings him thither : 
if it imports the company only, and he has no in- 
terest in the errand, ^ he less time he spends in cere- 
mony the bett r ; f»n. 1 he must be a very silly fellow 
indeed, who stands snuffling and apologizing, when 
he ought either to warn people of their danger, or 
inform them of their good fortune : but where this 
is not the care, and the man, so intrudmg, has no- 
thing more to say for himself than that he is cogie 
u. .1: . ’own in tiv t coinpr ly, to praicie apd tell 
stories, "ahef his share "o the gereral festivity 
of the table, it will ^ 7 hu ' to rtc,ommend him- 
self '.cry speedily to the goou .his new 

acquaintance; and if his conversation'iv nei- 

ther instruction nor amusement, if he starts^*% new 
topics, or docs not talk agreeably upon old ones., 
’tis well if he does not make his exit as abruptly as 
be entered. 

In like manner, every author finds a mat^.ii?! dif- 
ference ir his first approaches to the public, whether 
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\L/subject rei.or’imcnds him, or he is to recommend 
his subject ; If he has any thint; nrw in art or sti' iice 
to produce, anj thing itopor^ant to ( ornmmiicatc lor 
the. benefit of .lankind, he need be under no diffi-. 
cidt^ in d' ..aiiding their attention .o a business, 
which jt ’s so much their int erest to hear and un- 
derstand ; on the contrary, if he has nothing to tell 
liis readers, but what they kncvv before he told it, 
there must be some candour o . their pait, and great 
addres: on hi^:, to secure to mch an author a good 
reception in the world. 

I am at this instant under all Ae^^mbarmssments 
’incident to a man in the last-.ncnlioned pretlica- 
ment : I am exceedingly desirous to make my bc^t 
bow to the good company I am intruding inyscK 
.upon, and yet equally anxious, that in so doing 1 
rray neither make, my fiist advances with the st ‘1 
grimace of a dancing-master, nor with the too fa- 
miliar air of a self-im porta ut. As T pretend to 
nothing more in these pages, than lo toil my readers 
what 1 have obserx^ed of nun and honks, in the 
most amusing manner 1 am able, I know nf»t what 
to say to them more than humbly tf» request a 
liearing ; and, as J am in perfect charity and good- 
humour with them, sinceredy tc? hope that »hey on 
their parts will be in libc good-humour and charity 
with me. 

My first \^ish was f/j haxt .-nru the steps of 

those essayists, successfully set the 

fafhiop of their lucubrations from day to 

^day in ar1?te papers. This ^node of marching* 
into me world by detachments has been happily 
taken up by mey of great generalship in literature, 
gf A»^hoin some are yet amongst us. Though Mr. 
Addison, in his Spectator, 124, has assefled, 
that // hi III imUtshes his tvot^ks m a volume ^ has ait 
infinife athaniuisc oar onv •who coin /nwi era Us htis writinffis 
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fo the ^n'orhl hi Uhi'^v h/kcIs and s}n<r!c ph'> ’-s, it cloeo not 
appf^ar tliat he is serious in his assertion ; or, if he 
ih, it is plain that his arj^urr""!! tlraws one way and 
his exiUiij)lo aiiotlu-r; j innsv cc ' . says he, / am ^ 

amazed that ih /»;c\sa* miotdd hr ndi/ nii ' * Ui^r af in t/r% 
iiaj/ hi/ y.'riiA-i:v7/f-y j and the zealots of pat 'us ; " if it 
ivWt' iwl wore advantatx^'ous to munltnd io A instructed 
in wisdom and virtue^ than in politic ^ , and to hr made 
^ood fathers^ husbands and sons^ than rounsr^lors and 
staiismen, 'I'his will s\ tiice to convince us that Mr. 
Addison saw tlic lulv nitages of this mode ol publi- 
cation in such a light as led him to make choice of 
it himself, and to r commend it to others ; for it is 
not to he supposed, that he would have prehxcd 
motto to this very paper, purporting that a pr cat 
tiui,/. is a great red^ and then argued serioub-l} in re- 
commendation of that e\il. 

Some of the most pleasing volumes now in "dr 
hands are collections of essays published in this 
manner, and the plan is still capable of a variety, 
that is in no danger of being exhausted ; add to 
th/s, that many years have now elapsed since any 
papers of tliis sort have been published : the present 
time tlieieforc on this account, as well as from other 
circumstances neculiar to it, may seem favourable 
to the undertaking ; but there are good reasons, 
-}'y yx^iiers liave desisted fn m pursuing any further 
these attemju. win k ng *.1 rough a channel, which 
others arc in pos^ ^of, who might chance to 
levy such atoll upon theiv 4^ ."'^’UaDdize as would 
effectually spoil their market. . 

The niibccllaneous matter I proj^se'^Ar-give i*i 
these sheets naturally coincides with the mcihod 1 
have taken of disposing them into distinct paners, 
and I snail proceed to publish in like, manner till 
my plan is completed, or till any unforese'-n event 
cuts short the prosecution of it. Tor me to coa- 
B 2 
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ccivL, m an ap;c so enlightened as the present, that 
1 can offer any thing to the public, which many of 
my readers will not bt as well informed of as my- 
self, would b'* u. very silly presumption indeed : 
simj;/v to , wnat I have written nothing but with 
a moii!' design would be saying very little, for it is 
not tlic vi e of the time to countenance publications 
of an opposite tendency ; to administer moral pre- 
cepts through a pleasing vehicle seems now the 
geneva^ study of our essayist. , dramatists, and no- 
ve lists. The preacher may enforce his doctrines in 
til c stile of authority, for it is \v : profession to 
^u mmon mankind to their dut^* : but an uncom- 
m ssioned instructor will study to conciliate, whilst 
he attempts to correct. Kven the satirist, who de- 
clares w’ar against vice and folly, seldom commits 
himself to the attack without keeping some retiring 
place open in the <[uarter of panegyric; if he cuts 
decj), it is with the hand of a surgeon, not of an 
assassin. Few authors now undertake to mend the 
world by severity, many inakf* it tl eir study by 
some new and ingenious device to soften the rigour 
of philosophy, and to bind the rod of the moralist 
with the roses of the mufe. 

[ have endeavoured to relieve and chequer these ^ 
familiar essays in a manner that I hope will be ap- 
proved of; 1 allude to tl ose papr-s, in whirlj,’^ 
of t^e literature of the ^'ireeLs, .r- ^*iig down my 
h^ory in a chain an»' Irom the earliest 

poets to the dcath.-^, ivicnandcr ; to this part of my 
work i'hav ^idclressed rny greatest pains and atten- 
thsn. believe the plan is so far my own, thac 
nobody has yet given the account in so compressed 
and unrnixt a state as 1 ihall do, and none 1 think 
will envy uie the labour of turning over such a mdss 
of heavy materjals for the sake of selecting what I 
hoped wrould be acceptable in the relation. Though 
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J f'^innot suppose I am free from errc/, I can s .fely 
say I have assertetl nothing without a»>thority ; but 
it (iul not suit the purpose jf the work to make a 
display of these authoi.ties, as .. my wish to 
level it to rea Icrs of all descriptions. 'I'iic transla- 
tions 1 shall occasionally ghe will be or r 'ch au- 
thors, or rather fragments of authors, asc >me under 
few ])eople’s review, and have never been seen 'U an 
English version ; the e passages therefore will have 
the merit of novelty a least with most readers, and 
if 1 succeed in natp allying to any degree authors, 
whose names only float amongst us, I shall not 
think that what ir s been the heaviest part of my 
undertaking hUsS ocen the most unprolitiible* As f 
mean this to be a kind of hbtr circumciivrvii^j 1 have 
thought it not amiss to hititle it T/). Wtllrccy, 


1' UMBER 11. 

There is a pretty iiuinerous sect of philosophers in 
tiiis kingdjm, wliom 1 cannot describe by any apter 
denomination, than that ol Dantjins. I’hey are to 
iji society by a s iddcn damp, which they 
are sureTtT ^ *■ u))on ah companies, w'berc they’ 
enter. The huih*^ yt, Jiat comes within their 
atr»'ospherc, never fails to ^ -^h illcd: and tljc 
quiejeest sei.se of feeling is as effectuaUjWKnumbed, 
>us the touch is with the torpedo. AsThi^ sect is 
of very’ ancient standing in tin* world, and has b eu 
taken notice of by several heathen writers, i have 
sometimes thought that it might origi..ate in the 
school of Thales, who held water to be the first 
principle of all things. If I w'cre certain that thi® 
B 3 
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ancient philosopher always administered his water 
cold to his di.iCiples, I should incline to think the 
present sect of Dampcio was really a branch from 
the Thalesian ror it is certain they make great 
use of his fl.st principle in the philosophy they 
practise. 

The bu iiness of these philosophers in society is 
to check the flights and sallies of those volatile 
beings, who arc subject to be jarried away by ima- 
ginaticn and fancy, or, in ot icr words, to act as a 
counterpoise against genius ; v f the vices of man- 
kind they take little notice, bet tl::y are at great 
pains to correct their vanity. '^hey have various 
receipts for curing this evil; the orainary method is 
by keeping stern silence and an unmoved visage in 
companies which are disposed to be chearful. This 
taciturnity, if well kept up, never fails in the end tc 
work a cure upon festivity according to the first 
jrrinciple of Thales : if the Damper looks morose, 
every body wonders what the moody gentleman is 
displeased wdth, and each in hi? turn ^aspects him- 
self in the fault ; if he only looks wise, all are ex- 
pecting when the dumb crJclc will utter, and in the 
mean time his silence infects the whole circle ; if 
the Damper seasons his taciturnity \/ith a shrug of 
the shoulders, or a shake of the head, judiciously 
thrown in, when any talkativc^fe’^ow raise&a^* 

Tis ten to one if the r ortified opens his 

mouth again for , it a stbry is told in 

his compaiw, and^tne teller makes a slip in a date, 
or a name,<lrtrue Datnper may open, provided i^^is 
cfone ;;grceably to the rules of his order, by setting 
the story-teller ri^jht with much gravity, and ad- 
justihg the mistake so deliberately, that the spirit 
of the story shall be sure to evaporate, before the 
comment*' tor Ivis properly scttleil his correction of 
Jfae textf If any lucky wit chances lo say -what is 
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callM a good things and the table applauds, it is a 
lhiwper*s duty to ask an explanation of the joke, or 
whether that was all, and wnat t’other gentlenaan 
said, who was the butt oi the jest, a. d other proper 
questions of the like sort. If one Oi the company 
lisques a sally for the sake of good-fell*^ vship, 
which is a little on the w'^rong side of trutn, or not 
strictly reducible to proof, n Damper may with g.cat 
propriety set him rigl in the matter of tact, and 
demonstrate, as clear ts two and two make four, 

• that wdiat he has sa^ . may be mathematically con- 
futed, and that the merry gentleman is mistaken. 
A Damper is to ke' p strict Avatch over the morals 
W the company, and net to suffer the least indis- 

• ^TetioH to escape in the warmth of conviviality ; 
on this occasion he inusi be ready to call to order, 

• a x\ to answer for his friend to *he company, that 
he has better principles than he affects to have ; 
that he should be sorry such and such an opinion 
went out against him ; and that he is certain he 
tor^^ot himself, when he said so and so. If any 
glance is made at private characters, however no- 
torious, a Damper steps in with a recommendation 
of candoui, and inveighs most pathetically against 

‘ the sin of v^vil -speaking. He is never merry in 
comnaiv'', except when any one in it is apparently 
mil .vith such an one he is always 

exceedingly plS.^. 

A Damper is so pTc^IifSn, 'w^jr."nay to flattery, that 
he n^ver applies it in ever so siiliSi a degree even to 
the most diffident : he never chears a yt^ng author 
fur fear of marring his modesty, never sinks -‘ruths 
because they are disagreeable, and it any one 
rashly enjoying the transports of public fame on 
account of some successful production in art or 
science, the Damper kindly tells him what such and 
such a critic has scoffingly said on the occasion, and 
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If offers, lowers his triumj>hs with a 

jKiragrdph frou* a news-paper, which his thoughtless 
trieiul mi ihi else hav^ overlooked. He is remark- 
ably carelul no*- spoil } .>ting people by making 
aliuvrances foi sj/irits or inexperience., or by indulg- 
ing th^’ 1 ii. an oj)inion of their ]>crsons or ac. oni- 
plUluncn s. 11c has many excellent apothegms in 
ills luoutti ready to recommend to those, who want 
them, such as /o hv incrrif and xih'c , — a 12 rain of iruih 
h inilrr iintn an ounce ofx:I/;^ -a f oof s hall m Jhim jltot ^ 
hid a c'f/i' wan /fcp-s his wdhhi , ffifher ; — he that xem 
onfji fau'jiht h:/ hlnnt (f had a fo, ' to 'Is nia /lec ;—^ni\ 
many more of the like sort. 

'I'iic following letter wdl serve to shew in what 
soit of estimation this sect of Dampers was held bv 
a Uoman author, who wa^ one of the finest gentle- 
men of bis time. 

Puny to Rtstitutus*. 

I cannot forbear jiouring out my indignation 
before you in a letter, since J’have no opportunity 
of doing so in person, against a certain behaviour 
which gave me some offence in an assembly, where 
I was lately present. The company was entertained 
with the recital of a very finished performaiiCe : but 
there were two or threat persons among the %*udlence 
men of great genius in their own an^ a few" ot their 
friends estimation, vno sa^ sr many mutes, 
without so much t::5-xxioviflg a lip or a hand, or 
once nsing from tfieir seats, even to sjiift their pos- 
ture. But to what purpose, in the name <rf good 
sens^, all this -wondrous air of wisdom and solem- 
nity, or rather indeed (to give it its true appellation) 
of this proud indolence? Is it not dowmr'ght fplly* 
or even madness, thus to be at the expence ol a 


* Melmoth's translation. 
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wTiole day merely to commit a pi^c# of rudeift„«, 
and leave him an enemy, whom y8u* visited as a 
friend ? Is a man conscious jhat he possesses .a su- 
})erior degree of elqque|j^ thSnMic j^rson whom he* 
attends upoji ftii such an occasion • So jnuch the 
rather ought he to guard against cvery^appbajrance 
of envy, as a passion that always inmlies piiferiority 
wherever it resides. But whatever^a man's talent 
may be, whether greater or equal, or less than his 
friend’s, still it is his Interest to give him the ap^ 
.probation he deserve|< if greater or equal, because 
the higher his gWry Tscs, whom you equal or excel, 
the more considei^jw yours iiuist necessarily be ; if 
less, because if ode of more exalted abilities does not 
•jgeet with applause, neither possibly can you. For 
niy own part, I honour awd revere all; who discover 
, wy degree of merit in the painfij and laborious art 
of oratory ; for eloquence, is a high and haughty 
dame, who scorns to jjeside with those that despise 
her. But perhaps you arc not of this opinion ; yet 
whg has a grciiter regard for this glorious science, 
or is a more candid Judge of it than yourfelf? In 
confidence of which, 1 chose to vent my indignation 
particularly to you, as not doubting you would be 
4the iirst^to shart with me in the same sentiments. 
Farewell,” 

The Romarfe^^q^ ritucli the habit of reading 
their unpublished to select parties, and 

sometmes.no doubt put the paMnee and politeness 
*of their hearefs to a severe trial : I conceive that this 
pAlctice docs not obtain to any great degree anejpgst 
us at present i neither is it a thiqg to be rccoine 
ynended to young authors, except under pecuhar 
cireftmstatces ; for they certainly expose thfemsclvcs 
and their hearers to a situation very d^icate^t*best, 
which sometimes leads to unpleasant conse*^ 
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'(^iicbcc'’-. 1 nln aware Ijow much is to he ex|Krt('(l 

ti\ m the iiuiicio;.s remarks of a entir, wlio will 
correct ‘u '''// ,v /'//t of a Jrnhd \ yet a iiuui s.) 

ijualitiecl r.ud Vs luy^'ea^iiy louiul, nr.'l uoe-: 

iK)t olttMi ja.ll \\^ilihu llie list efan autSiorV lu cjuai it- 
ance : ih^n, who read their woiks in circles, ^.r 
any but flic most s.hct friends, rt\id tor r.o other 
nm^j)osc but for afiniiration and a];)j)l;aU'e; tl t y r :;n« 
1U.5 j)os.s'b] V t ’‘pcct cfitifisn'-, audit is acr *;i Jiru ly 
a:i;rccd upon by ad, but thf sect (*f the J 
eiilici to keep cut of such C/'cks, or to pay their 
quota v\lu:i the rec koning is ca t up. f’ew, hut men 
(j 1 quick and lively part*^, aic 'or\y:ircl to iccite in 
such societies, and these arc tlve vedy men, who are 
most junned by neglect; for I think it is a remark 
with as few exceptions to f£ as most general rlmaiks 
have, that brillianlfl talents are atteiuted with extrer* 3 
sensibility, and the cHocls of sensibility bear such 
resemblance to the effects of vanity, that the unclis- 
cerning innllitudc are toc^ apt to confound them, 
'i'hesc* arc the men, who, in their j>i ogress diro.ugh 
lile, arc mo-*t fiequently misundcTslood, and gene- 
rally less pitied, liuin they ought to be. 

Now a Damper will tcH you that lie is consulting 
such a man’s goo<l, and lowering kis vanitr, when 
he is sjiortjng with his feelings, and will ti^jee ^icrit 
to Ifimseir for the discipline he .giu'S him ; 
manity will reflect, the faTj^;j»>spirits, which are*, 
prone to exult iipij>n su<®cesks, are jiroportionably 
agonized* by the fSilure of it, and will therefore 
prompt us to a gentler treatment ofsuvh persons, 

sums which arc expended in this natibki 
^pon those refinf’d enjoyments, whlcii are produced 
In ihe expertness of the hands and the in^^ciuiity of 
the head, are certainly very great; and men* are 
therefoVV a[)t to exclaim, ‘ See what encouragement 
this country gi%es to arts and Icieiuep!' If money, 
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’iilnrcl TiieasuTc of 

cou d l)c‘ (iispatc in ihc ciifc; biio men 

lKi\i- [\ i'ici:u lor their pri dt? as \v(*ll*as lor.tlu-ir 
jnon J'byic vjfflPf ‘TOtuiicourui'^c mu! j)io-’ 
ijvtU* tiio <%‘n'f.s c) nation; it it the t- of 
doinf, a iavt'ur, wiiieh I't^nslitutes Us lUnV-, .it ii. 

the nri in«":S oi’ th‘* £;r<;at, that til e tiunj ot 
t:ihiit^ is to draw that inspintiii'.j con^idor.n'oif of 
ilrai ‘.lumilatiiu'r pjid: oi nataic, which me 
to pu-.li h\^ *horts to\v|rtis j)er!ectlon. • 

, A liiiiiui ^:d cau^:l^s mio ci'a!!: o'U a 
man s ta< e li.. h#s n|-.er seen atid linni,; on 

Ins ivd.H's, <'>1 tis ii i\e has one. or will put a 

his harm, ii he •likes It better, or make a 
in the liack p^roMiid, if hcwa.s ever w-'liiii 
he.irin;!;*or one, a'.ul \viun«the )v)b is Ifinslied will h.c 
|idikhl the price oi his h-bonr, bic any other me- 
<hniie; llic iru ncy l»c may spend or put to use, 
ail' I, ii‘ customers cosn^- in, he.* may raise liis price 
upon tlicin, and the woiid may <‘idl those profits an 
enc(juriu,;enien#; but llie juiiiiter is stiil a tradesman, 
and his Miter, not a*parion, but a customer: the 
ineicer, \.]iose dam.^sk clothes the walls of the no- 
bleman's .saioon, and tfie aitist, wliosc picturet hang 
*io’.in(l arc«hi<]ic same piedicamcnt as to eiicou- 
ragoujcn^ wiiilst neither of them arc adiuitted into 
hwis^c they coni dilute to adorn. 

As 1 have inadc^jjhis ^xuna\k with a reference to 
the Danijni^' in^iigh bf^i, I am a^are tliat there are 
inaiijirerninent eiicouiagers of the arts and* sciences 
amongst the ^i<-h and liberal; nay, so general is 
tll%ir proteciirn, that it coinjircAieiuis a nuiu^ous 
imjiorcation of exotic tooth-draw'cts, dancers, an^ 
iliiilliners, who find that Kngland is the luiri.erj'^of 
genibs : tven the inagnifying philosopher (Vi Picca- 
<iilly (unless he nuiltijilics as wtII as i^iagniljLes) hits 
^hewn itis ;*w/^/Vv.v frecpiciitly and to such prodi- 
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;^ious numbers, 4liat it is to be doubted if they shall 
continue to be* umdtrs much longer. 

There were' men l\i ancient Greece, no doubt, 
’who talked, thougii'/Jeiro (loose ^o hold his tongue, 
when certain timbassadors liad invited. him to sup- 
per, 1?{^dt they might report his sayings to 'their 
sovercigi\ : ’u'/iat Jia/I n'e stn/ of if on to our inasivr? 
the*" foreigners dcinaudcd ; fay that I had the xvkdnm 
to h dd wn replied the Stoic. Though I am 

dearly of opinion that this egreut master of silence 
was an intolcra!)Ie Damper^ ‘vud made a very poor 
return to these same hospltjble ‘ambassadors for 
their good entertainment of hin * yet 1 am not quite 
so ready with my answer to a ccrt?dn female corre- 
spondent, v/ho in consequence of some discours.e' 
upon Dainpers the other t^.ay, in a company where 
she was present, Mfavoured me with the followirg 
short, but curious, epistle. 

* Sir, 

‘ I have the misfortune to be marrhul to an elderly 
gentleman, who has taken strange things in his head 
of late, and is for ever snubbing me before folks, 
especially when the captain is in company. ’Twas 
but t’other night he broke up a party wf hot-cocklcs 
in the baiyk parlour, and would not let tly^ epptain 
take a civil salute, though biassurcd him^ was 
only a forfeit at questtons arid comrnands. 

‘ I don’t know^hat he means by saying he will 
put a spoke in my wheel, but I suspect it is»some 
^jealousy matter. ’’ 

‘ r ray, Sir, is not rny husband what you caH a 
Hampa f Youii«, 

" ‘ Lucy [.ovfit.J 
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«f •Nl^f^SBER IIL 

The desire of praise is natural, byt wh^n that ap- 
petite becomes canine, it is no longer in nature; 
a taste of it is ])lea*?ant to most men ; temperanre 
itself Avill take a little- but the stomach sickens with 
a surfeit of it, aiKitLlic ])alate nauscats the debauch. 

Let the passion /or datter3»^ be c\cr so inordinate, 
the supply can^^ ;-cp pace with the demand, and in 
the world’s great market, in which wit and folly 
'diive .their bargains with eacli other, there arc tra- 
ders of all sorts; some Icecp a hall of ott'als, some a 
storehouse of delicacies; a sfjuettmlsh ]>alate must be 
forced by alluring provocatives, a foul feeder w'ill 
swallow any trash th^t he can get hold of. 

In a recciij publication of the history of the Em- 
peror Charles the kilth, written by Sc])ulvcda of 
Cordova (a contemporary and favourite of that fa- 
mous monaich), thc*Academy of I listory at Madrid 
in their dedication to his present (’atliolic Majesty, 
address him in the following words — Nam <facm ti/, 
CuNle^Rt'X, at aomi/ic i/a diat^imhdlicd hu{ii(= 

jampridim wmvlarh, these courtly academi- 

cians have t!»us mounted their peaceable sovereign 
on the war-horse of fhe victorious C’harles, they se- 
riously progecd to tell him, that Uiag fuUju^'qual fa 
^fS predivessor in his martial charadrr^ hr is out o f rjl 
distance superior to him in vvrrjif other hittix^u y$ialif^ ; 
more ti'/sey ?/wrr politic^ more ma^'tiafnimovs^ ami f as^ihv 
pr^isent %'ork can testify) a i^rcatvr friend Jo tchrmn^ 
than all that cr/T tocni before him^ and if tfivu imw rrsi/tfe 
a predictions there ’will probablu be notPe to cmne in cofr-^ 
petition with him hereafter » 

, VOIL. XLl, 
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his (\itlii)l)i' Maj(:sty shall ever come to r.j, 
undeistandinuj pi this paraj^rapli, and strike a laii 
coinpanson hctwooi^ 'and his ilUdiiioiis 

ij’aincsakc, I shc«Li]a not “bt^-UfrpVi/y^’d if the next 
work ;icadcuii(‘’ans shall be cinployed in ])rc^\e'4 
the l”o».tifte:iti*ons (jfC’eiita, 

hen (.oinnarc the state of flattery in a free 
with that whuh obtains ia ai bill ary flatCis. 
it is a coii!:ol:n.ion to lind i- .it this mean principle is 
not natural to rnrink'n'l ; foii^lt cc? lainly abates in 
jjDportion as iiidi p ‘ivieac^ tuk'anccs. 'I’iiis will 
he \ery evident to any one, wli(( compares the flat- 
tery of l‘-il/:ul)elirs and James’s days with the j)re- 
sciit. Btn Jonso'i for inst.lne*' was a surly poet, • 
vet Inrw fulsome are liis masques ! In his Jt'ov/' 
/.'/e A’uw iTorU^ lie says <'f .Himes — 

* Imn «M 'v/'-aUt lo the" l o •!: 

( * 1 I I/'-if \ 1 |.)o!v 

Ii! . f J'.M’* i>x.‘ . 

iit^‘ tii a I" fOMT; 'v V, 

<J.' a'*v t'i' ’i" > dr'i .'(i, 

Dut i> lui: a< /y ’ 

'^rhis poet, thouL^h he v. as rr.th.er i^linnsy flat- 
t<‘iv*r (jf his prince, was ini^enions enou^li in the 
mcKle ]je for flatteiino hinn-^jf, by iiurotludlni^ 

a kind of chorus, wherein hu take occasion to tcH 
his heau-r:, tliat can ft of aH x tihjar as vot 

dvuvnf'ri ^ o/i rf)m)frn\ a}'fnrolaifhm^ hr n conjidriit ///v pl^f s 
\h(fl ri^jirr-plvasc jadi/iOiH spv'falor,^, anti fn ihrm he 
irccfs if io V-'urk *wifh I hr resf hi/ rj ample,, or olheraifrA 
Tt isS rc<^i^rkable that this ])assaj:;e should be found in 
his Matrrrfic Ladf/^^'imd that he should speak willi 
such coiifujcnce of one of his worst produrrtons, as 
if he wasL. determined to force a bid comedy uj)on 
the hearers by the authr)rity of his own rcconiincn* 

‘ dation. This is an evident imitation of Arillophaucs, 
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'.vl’o ill hii. comcily of T/te fiolds llic 

1aii<j;u igc tt) Ills aiulicucr;, Iclniyt tin m //r i/m/l 

fhcir judi*n!{'nf of op* 

7'/(!0.'^( ihtj* shall i If s / i /phra. -■/ orr iJ,(it h f'}r 

Ihun : in goilthision Tic invcl'^iis gainst ccuain oT 
hii^conti. rnjujiiivics, I' uj)v/iis, Phr) i;K.ltuj^/\iul 1 Icr- 

rnijipus, M'Hh ro-jit j/i ■■ fl‘ OhJ/ rf' h,^ aiul't f'n /•. 

L>f/ p't a Ihal I'iis n /.( Jap,/ \ ;,*// dx ] ui f J itifi ht-i 
ft w',': (i I hitf '/’ ilf}/ Ci>rth‘aiit //■. rual\ anil applfu'd 

Ifir, /ft" \iniH (ti'uL hitlhi tj IfiiH' liU Jttr ilt 

l'inw‘(\ Act, 1 . 

'I'hc caiitior^aui -Vus now procicd witli sh' wr. tlit 
rolMRMient oftl.c '.nut- ; fan (onlnvc in a 

nnxlfbi way ci'ii t'.M;,* i> lii'in Ivc^, and 

il would Ik hud t»/ ^.RiS’ppoii.t iIriu of 

slijdit’a f^iatibc ..! ! »: — v '* ' a? pl.w^c is so little t(. 
•be tiwiv’d, as tit ii \ ijitdi a n .ai«»u>if$w s on liiniscll ? 
SvRi'ial ol’ i \u diniu.d i.a\c c 'ntir^cil undci 

t!;'' \til or licta n iojun k in ^onwthiin.; iccomitien- 
lialory of tl cp.''c]\ c% wiiicli ti.cy mean should pai' 
b*!’ tr«th ; sfitli is the intclliLv nt taciturnity ot tin 
S])Cflator, and th<' X >lcnin intiiMiU ot the ("i uardian 
latter, in onc^of Ins p’pets, ikKiccs tin' am- 
bition ot some aiuliois to pieli-t ui'p.o imys oi tlici’ 
porti?iils their title p^io.-s ; hjj udicule has no 
qu^tc ^Ijiu polled this i.ishu n out of couni^innicc, for 
jK'rcchc it is still^in evistoneo, anef I hcqucntb 
meet the lij^e^ol an old artjuaintaiice lookiiii 
through tlic \viiKK»\MJ <'l a booksellers shop. On 
y&ty ingemous geiitkman, \vh()^e /(Wi7///*is amongs 
the. least oi liis recoinnu ndatior.s, has very prudeiith 
•slainjjed his ayr upon his print. In the san|e sho] 
window With this gentleman, I -observed with ^ca 
pleasur^ an elegant author standing hy him, aif eiec 
as a dait, tinn and collected in the a\vi‘ul*moment < 
beginning a /h/m '■/. I own 1 legtc^ that^Thti hones 
butler, vvlio lias regaled tlic age with a frciftisi' on a 
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hicr^ fc'as not hung out his own head in 
the front of book, as a fign of the ^ood entcriahv- 
tiivfit w.ithin. ^ . 

But of all the instances^,?;, faoe-fl^jttery I have 
lately mct^vith)^,that of a worthy citizefi surprized 
me mosC', \\liosc compting-house I entered the other 
(lay, and found an enormous portrait of rny friend 
in a fiaining diapeiy of blue and gold, mounted 
upon the back of a war-horse, which the limner has 
made t<i^ rear so furiously, that 1 w^as quite asto- 
nished to see my friend, wlio i^i, no great jockey, 
keep his scat so steadily ; he co ifcss’ed to me that 
he had consented to be drawn on horseback to please 
his wife and daughters, who chose the attitude; for 
his own part it made him (piite giddy to Iqok at^ 
himself, and he frecpientiy ‘dcsiicd the j)aintcr not 
to let the ho!sc prance so, but to no purpose. ** 

Too great avidity ol praise will sometimes betray 
an author into a studied attempt at fine writing, 
where the thought will not carry the stile; writers 
of this fort arc like those tasteless dabblers in archi- 
tecture, who turn the gable-ends of barns and cot- 
tages into castles and temples, and spend a world 
of plaistering and jiains to decorate a pig-stye. 
'I'hcy bring to my mind a ridiculous 'scefic, at 
which 1 wati present the other day : I found^u lady 
of my acquaintance busily cinpldyed in the domes- 
tic education of her only son ; th^ jvrcceptor was 
in the room, and was standing in an attitude very 
much resembling the erect gentleman I had sefen 
tljat morning in the bookseller’s window : * the^ 
boy k<i|(.t his eyes fixt, and seemed to govern his 
motions by ccrlaii; signals of the feet and arms, 
which he repeated from the preceptor, Jn the 
course of '‘my conversation with his mother, I 
chanced* tQ drop my glove upon the floor, upon 
-which he approached to pick it up, but in a step 
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so’ measured and methodical, ^ bad donSWe 
office for mvself, bclbrc he had pei^rmcd his ’ad- 
vances. As f was about to nJnmc t{u'*conver,satIon, 
the mother i^to«rup^j^P*?iic,'**hy desirin[^ 1 would 
favour herder far as to drop my jj^ove .asjain, that 
Bobby mi gnt have the honour ot pr?s(3fdng it -to 
me in proper fonn : all this while the hgy stood as 
upright as an arrow, j>crrectly motionless ; but no 
sooner had 1 thrown vlown my gauntlet, than he 
began to put one foot sUnvly in advance bofore the 
other ; upon whic^^tlie prcce])tor ot ]>o!iteriePs cried 
out, one/ — i/nft po\///uo ! — 'the boy then made an- 
other movement of bis feet, upon which the master 
repeated — — sccolcI position / — 1 bis was f)Howed 
% by another, and the echo again cried out — i/ircc ! 

*4.yry ^Kjefl-^fnird postftoti ? in nd itour Jiodp Jhyxlp /—At 
i ‘the word of command the autotnaton bent his body 
vc^y deliberately, its arm^; hanging down in parallel 
jierpendiculars to tl^^ floor, like the fore-legs of a 
quadruped. 'I hc glove being now taken up by the 
right hand, •was placed with great decorum upon 
.the back of the lef? hand; the trunk of the animal 
was slowly restoret], to its erect ])osition, and the 
glove piescnted with all due solemnity. As 1 was 
in hopes tlfc ceremony was now’ over, upon hearing 
^ th^ tt^ciier cry inn o ! I thought it to make 

iny compliment dT, //y/y//r >v//, prvUjt Mtisfcr / but 
1 was again^in^i mistake, for the^mothev begged 
me not to hurry her dear Bobby, but allow him 
time to make his bow, and still hold tbe "love in 
my hand : *this w'as an operation of no slight con* 
V?cqucncc, for in the time it took him up, %nimbh 
artist might have made the glov^: at last, how^c^cr. 
it washover, and the boy was putting himself ii 
order of retreat, when the master obscTving that . 
had omitted tlie necessary bend rtf’ my^wiist upoi 
receiving the glove, for want of which tlic whol 
c 3 
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Kic. 'been impcrftct, proposed a repetition of the 
manoeuvre, iiis^yhich Bobby should be the dropper, 
and himself the picto^?::? pf,<^he glove. This pro- 
j)osal struck rng witii Vucff'’Jd'orroi’, ^hat taking a 
hasty lca^\of tRjc lady, in which, first, second, and 
th-ird po^ftioh were jirohably liuddled all together, [ 
departed, fepeating to myself in the words of Foi- 
gard, all this majt U. ‘cenj Jhtc^ hid upon mij soul It is 
z'crj/ ridiculous^ 


NUMBER IV . 


I^ADY TfUMBi.E is onc of those temalc pedants*, 
who with f[uick animal spirits*, a pert imagination, 
great sclf-conccit, and a homely pcrsoi;*, sets herself 
up for a woman of tal 'iits t shedias as much of the 
learned languages, as a boarding-school girl carries* 
home of French upon h'^r first holidays, when Miss 
assures yciu she can call for what she wants, and, 
though fhe wont utter a word in the pa doin'' from 
pretended i>i9dcsty, insults thc^ ignorance *i.he 
chambermaid with an eternal jargon ot bad gram- 
mar, worse pronounced. T his learnad lady is the 
only child a wealthy trader of the city of l^ondon, 
who, Ixi'diig never advanced in his ow,n education 
1 >syond the erudition of the compting-house, tool^ 
care hi^'daughter should be instructed in eveiy thing 
he *111(1 not uridcrstAnd himself, and as the girl gre^v 
exceedingly vain of the applause of the pedugo^oc, 
who read to her, the merchant grew as vain ot the 
scholarship* of his child, and would listen to the 
■^^omid of J/atin or Greek with as much superstitious 
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rc'-spcct, as a (tcntoo does to the Sfeanscrlte langijftge 
of the Brahmins. 

Miss, in the tncajj. tirne rbecame an insufeterable 
slattern kn hci^WathsSM person, l^r liandkerchieTs 
and apronsi^were full of iron-mouljfs from the drip- 
pirtgs of the inkhorn, and her stocking fuli of hoJes 
tVoin her neglect of the needle : tjiese \jfere in fact 
badges of- atFectation rather than of oversight, and 
you could not pay your court to her better than by 
rallying lier about them. She wore a heac^of false 
hair, not bccausejicr own was thin, hut because a 
wig was thro^m on in cin instant ; this was some- 
times done with a negliLC^^ncc that seemed studied, 
and when the* learned -V entosus vouchsafe I to visit 
her, she was sure to wear her witj awry, as Alex- 
ander*’ s courtiers did tlieir heads, in lionour of her 
»guc!t: tliere w'as indeed an uifscemly humour set- 
tled in her nose, but this* she got by studying Loc/ce 
vui^n ike kuim)f utukrMamlim^ after dinner; before she 
could develcme the whole doctrine of innate ideas^ 
tl^ humour ilcepeiied many shades, which however 
.on the whole may be allowed to be getting off 
pretty well for a stvwlcnt in metaphysics. No face 
could bear the addition of a red nose better than 
J-.ady Thhrtblff’s : but a more alarming accident had 
bc^iUJci her in her astronomical studiesi, for as she 
was following a ctffri^t in Jiis perihelion through the 
solutions of ^ii^saac Newton, her pap caught fire, 
and she was forced to break off’ in the midst of a 
Imposition, by which means she dropt'a ^itch in 
tile demonstration, and never was able to take it up 
%gain; her skin being cruelly fcorched by thiftsystem 
ot the comets, she wears a criineon scar upon ^lei 
cheek, ^lot indeed as an ornament to her bchutyi 
but as a ttophy of her science. 

Her works are pretty voluminotis, especially in 
maiiusciipt; but censorious x^copie affect to whisper^ 
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th*il,^*shc performed one work in concert with the 
pedant her maej/cr, and that, tliongh this compoH- 
tion wa« bronchi into ^thc world, it is the 

•only one of her .])roducm^.4?^t for ptdle- 

lity : this sjtory, t’ld the remark upon hr.d from 
a lady,* \^\\o is one of her intimate friends, hot she 
assuu'd inc;- she <»‘avc no credit to it herself, ami 
considered all such tcardalous insinuations as the 
effects of malice and ciny. 

At th*. ai^*^ of se\cri and twenty, by the persuasion 
of her father, i-lic was joine*! v.\ the hands oi wed- 
lock to Sir *l'ne idore 'J'hiinblc : this't!;ciitlcTnan had 
been lately dubbed a knc;ht lor his fervices to the 
crown in brin:^in!:t up a coum- address ; his father, 
Mr. David 'Jlninl)Ie, had be(‘ii an eminent taylcr in 
the precincts ot !',t. (dement s, in which business lie 
had by his Imiustiy and other metb.ods raised :i very’ 
respectable fortune in money', buok-dclds, and rern- 
•nants: in liis bitter ) eais, Ain. 'j hirnble purchased 
a considerable estate in hb-'^^ex, with a bne old man- 
sion upon It, the bast iemamni<;, j>roperty of an aii- 
cient family. 'Idiis venerable seat duiing the life ot 
Mr, Thimble remained uncontaminated by the pre- 
sence of its possessor, but upon his death it fell into 
the occupation of young I'heodorc, wh6 'disdaining 
the cross-lejy^’d art, by which his father had worked 
himself into opulence, set. out, upon a new estliblisli- 
xnent, and figured off as the first bretitleman oi his 
: he served as sheriff of the county, and ac- 
, great reputation in that high office byAhe 
and well-cut liveries, which he exhibited at 
the ittrizes ; a lucky address fr()m the county gave 
him a title, and the recommendation oi a good set- 
tlement procured him his piescnt lady, \\:thoni we 
have been describing. 

As I lu-vc bten in long habits of friendship with 
' the worthy citizen her fatlier, I could not resist the 
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jiiany pressing invitations he gavaane to pay a ^lit 
to his daughter and Sir Theodore p'Z their country 
seat, especially as it by assuring me^I 

should see tlij^^appii!f<^uple in England ; and 
that, althc^jgh I had frequently opjfiosjd^is system 
of ^:ducaiion, 1 riiould now be convinceo that Ara- 
bella made as good a housewife ar;d uncjf.rstoq^ the 
conduct of her family as well, as if she had studied 
nothing else, and this he was sure 1 would confess, 
it he could pievail with me to accompan^P him to 
her house. 

On the day ftdlowing this conversation we set out 
together, and in a \c\\ houis founvl oui selves at the 
juoni'scd spot r a^ \ icinembcred tins hne old man- 
sion ill th.e clays of its jirimitive sin^ilicity, w'hen 1 
was ushcied to its gate through a Sf>lemn avenue of 
•bvanehing elms, tnat aixlicd o\^r head in lofty fo- 
hage, and lornied an a[)proa(Ji in ])erfect unison 
with the ancient fashion of the ])l:ire, I must own J 
was nnich revolted to had that Sir Theodore had 
begun his impiovernents with a specimen of his 
IjUher’s ait, by cutting an old coat into a new 
lashion : my favorite>*iivenue no long er existed ; the 
venerable tenants of the soil were rooted up, and a 
parcel 'of tl5tt^d clumps, composed of trumpery 
KhriibsjtKub^titutcd iu their ])bices ; 1 v^s the more 
disgustfcd, when ^jlercjjL’ivad that by the nonsensical 
zigzaggery ot^llte road, through which wc mean- 
dered, I was to keep company with these new- 
fashioned upstarts through as many parallels, as 
would serve lor the regular aj)proaches to a citadeL 
one of these turnings, however, I caug%t the 
glimpse of a well-dressed gentleman standing in a 
rer^' becoming attitude, who 1 concluded^ must be 
the master of tlic mansion waiting our aji^^roacli ; 
and as I perceived he had his hat ftnder^his arm, 
expecting ns with great politc^lcss and civility, I 
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insi'iiiily ui'ije from my liciid, and called to 

our driver tu the cairiagc, for that I perceived 
Si-r 'riieodore was 9jit u\jncet us. My com- 

par.ion was at this tune iu (hrcct- 

incr niy at»,vntk)ii,to the beauti<s el I)is ssr.-ip-law’s 
irnproe/'ineiit^, so that i had ^toj)ped tl'.c chaise 
beto^e he (vl>a'r\C 4 cl wluU 1 w'us looking at: but how 
was I siirpiized to hi.d, in place of ^lr 'I'hLcaiore, 
a le aden Maine cm a [)uir of paijited in a blue 

and goid (' at. w Irn .. icd \\ a.i'^tccat, wi'<\^e po:^on 
ii])on closer c sainiiMt.nii i tcroln^eted io iiavo been 
ac(]naiijfe;l with *-oine ir< :it;o :nnon:,^t the t’: ‘.'-nit 
:rroup 5 ivhu’h *i certain (ehbraitcd artat exhibits lo 
tile .nnii"'‘Mn.'iit of st;u^c-ro :ehes and coniitry waL- 
vijioii their enttatu c u.*o town a: [ lytle-paik: 
CViinM*! J um:; h«i; '.'V to i;nd that this ridiculous 
mistake, instead oi ei^ihoitassin'^ my (riend, occa- 
SKjned iidinin* ineiifo Mit, and was consuUTCtl as so 
gr><»d a joke b) all the iamily upon our arrival, 
that J am jjersuaded. it was in tlie rniiid of the. im- 
prover when he plac ed hi^n t iiere; for the jest vas 
followed up by several other j)arty-ccdouicd per- 
s<ii:a‘;es east to the life, c^entUnnen and ladies, who 
were ajrinj.; themselves upon ])edebtals to the no^ 
small deiij{iit ol’ my com])anion ; and vhou^b most 
ol' iliese wvttic/iSTiis in lead were of the ror-ic^ast,^ 
one gioup, of a mounlcbanl^ ih the act of drawing 
an old woman’s toedh, was calcmatj^d to move the 
<ontrary pas.vion ; and this 1 observed was the last 
in the^coinpany, staiulmg in view from the windows 
^)f the house, as the moral of the fable. We now 
cntcisih.1 a Cdiinesc fence through a gate of the sarfie 
fasliion, to the side of whicli was affixed a board, 
on wlticj,! I observed at some distance a ^vriting in* 
iair cl'.iiractcrs ; this J suspected to be some classical 
text, ’wlich wy l.ady had set up to impress her , 
visiters with a due respect for her Icarmng, but « 
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upon a near approach I found it confined a wfirn-' 
ing to all interlopers, that men -traps and fp ring- 
guns were concealcd»‘^?^V:.^''U’alks. 

In this dan^;Sfc)us oefile WTra| encountered by 
a servant i\i livery, who was disTpat^Jit^Vi in great 
haste to stop our driver, and desire us to aliglu, as 
the gravcl \vas newly laid down, find a^ate slTower 
had made it very soft; my friend readily libeycd 
the arrest, but 1 confess the denunciation j>f tnij)s 
and guns were so forniidalde to my mind, tliat J 
took no step t>ut“ with gieat circums[)CCtion and 
forecast, for fear 1 w^as tieading on a mine, or 
tiuiching a spijng wiili^ rny fooU and v as heartily 
glad \\dien I fournl myself on the step^, thougli even 
these •! examined witln some sin-piciou beibre I 
trusted injsclf u[)on them. 

As we entered the houiie, rny friend the nuTcluint 
vv!nsj)ercd me, that nr / i>\i' /// /'i// Ladys /’t ir’d/ts; 
id' n'Hhout doors m'hs Sir Td/i<odo,r^ ^ lasfc^ all xSiiluu mts 
Z/c/^’.v But Us here a new seeuc was opened, I shall 
reverse iny account^o another paper. 


t^^lBtlR III. 

Orjt vi^it to Sir Theodore and Lady 'rifirnblc In ing 
unexpected, •\vc were shewn into the common [)ai- 
l#ur, w'liere this l’.a]>py couple wmc silting •^ver a 
good hie with a miiidle-aged map of athlelle si^^, 
,who w’as reposing in an elbow chair, in great state 
wirii hisSnull in his hand, and with an ifir sc sclf- 
unportant, as jilaiiily iiidicaitd him t^o be the didla- 
tor of this domestic circle, 

^ When the lirst salutations were over, Lady 

•> * * 
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'I’himble gavG her orders to the servant, in tlie stile 
of Luyullus, to })re[)af-t T//e Apollo^ declaring herself 
aishamcd to receive jpf talents" in any 

other apart men ; I beseeched her t(5 let us remain 
where, wir w-ere, dreading a removal fmni a C(Ma- 
fortable fire*side to a cold stately apartment, for the 
seascfri was severe ; I was so earnest in my request, 
that Sir Theodore ventured in the most humble 
manner, to second my suit ; the consecjucnce of 
which was a smart reprin^and, acr.omjianied with 
one of tlio.se expressive looks, which ladies of high 
prerogative in their own houses occasionally bestow 
to husbands under proper, subjection, and I saw 
with pity the poor gentleman dispatched for his 
officiousness ujion a freezing errand through a great 
hall, to see that things were set in order, and make.^ 
report when they were r^eady. 1 could not help 
giving my friend the merchant a significant look 
upon this occasion ; but he prudently kept silence, 
waiting with great respect the dreadful order, of 
march. 

My Lady now introduced me to the atlilttic phi- 
losopher in tlie elbow-chair, who condescended to 
relax one half of his features into a rmiJe, and with 
. 'a;|i gracious.. waving of bis hand, or rather dis- 
iteissed me kek ajjaiii to my feti without uttering a 
She then informcu that she had a 
’j.^rcat to give me, which .she flattered herself would 
he a feast entirely to my palate; I assured her La- 
dyship I was always happiest to take the J'amily- 
dinnei of my friends, adding that in truth the fhai'j) 
ak* had sufficiently whetted my ap|)ctite to recom- 
mend much humbler fare, than I was likely to find , 
at her taole. She smiled at this, and told me it 
was the /ood />!' the mind that she was about to 
provide for me; she undcilook for norliing clfe ; 
^ulinary concerns were not her province ; it 1 
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lilinpjry, she hoped there would be something to cat/ 
but lor her part she left the care of her kitchen to 
those who lived in it. Whilst she wa^ saying^ this, 
methought the philo!R‘^^*’^g'.ive her a look, that* 
seemed to say ItVwas or iny way of ijiinking ; upon 
whigh she rung the bell, and ordered din'fter \o be 
held back for an hour, saying to the philosopher 
she thought might have a cimto i^ tiiatftime.* 

She now paused for some time, fixing her eyes 
upon him in expectation of an answer ; buj none 

• given, nor any signal of assent, she rose, and 
observing that it ^*as 6tnpri:tn*x to llunk \chHt Sir 
Tiicoi/ore could Ic alout uU this w/ii/c^ for she nas sure 
<hc Apollo im/stj/c / without more delay bade 

• us follow her : f S/r, fays she to me, as 1 
passed the great liull witl* an aking litart and chat- 
tering teeth, uou shit!/ jfou' have ^ treat in i/oitr own 
lu/tc; and meeting one of the domestics by the way, 
bade him tell Calliope to come into the Apolo, 

When I set my foot into the room, I was imme- 
diately saluted# by something like one of those un- 
genial breezes, which travellers inform us have the 
fa'culty of putting amend to life and all its cares at 
a stroke ; a fire indeed had been lighted, which 
•[JOor Sir |''beQdore was soliciting into a blaze, 
workin^lhc bellows with might and main to little 
^lurpbse^ for the biUets were so wet, ttffut Apollo 
himself with all f'S beJftns Vould have been foiled 
to set them in ^ flame : the honest gentleman had 
takeji the piecautiou of opening all the windows, 
in spite of which no atom of smoke passed u*p the 
cliimney, but came curling into the room is co- 
lumns as thick, as if a hecatomb had been oflSing 
to the shrine of Deljihi ; indeed this was not much 
to be wofldcred at, for I soon discovered that a 
board had been fixed across the flue of the clfiinney, 
which Sir Theodore in his attention to the*bcllows 

VOt.XLf. D 
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'•hiid neglected to observe : I was again the unhappy 
cause of that j)<)or gentlernan^s unmerited rebuke, 
and in term5 niurh severer than before ; it was to 
-no purpose he :ittemptCli^^gff5rrinjj Susan the house- 
maid in for fonie share of the b]aT^l^ ; his plea was 
disallowed anil though 1 must owm it was not the 
/nost manly dci’ence in the woild, yet, considering 
tile* unhappy cuiprit as the son of a lay lor, 1 thought 
it not entirely inadmissible. 

When the smoke cleared ii]> I discovered a cast 
of the IVlvidere Apollo on a pedestal in a niche at , 
thcnppei end of the room ; but,* if ve were to judge 
hy the cjiuiare, tliis chamber must have derived its 
name from Apollo, by tl\e rule of /tfct/s a njii 
Vi mio : As soon as wx* were seated, and 1 .ady Thimble 
had in some tVegrec com[>e.scd her spirits, slic began 
tell me, that thp treat she had to give me was th^ 
rehearsal of pait of an» epic jroem, written by a 
young lady of seventeen, wdio was a miracle of 
genius, and whose talents for compofition were so 
extraordinary, that she had writtcif- a treatise^ on 
female education, whilst she vvas at the boarding- 
school, which all the world iillowcd to be a won- 
derful w'^ork for one. of such an early age. T'here 
was no escape, for C'alliope herself Jiotv. entered the' 
room, and dinner w'-as put back a full hour for the 
luxury of iieraring a canto of a I oarding-school girl’s^ 
epic poem read by herfelf irf'tbe presence of Apollo. 
'The Scottish philosopher had prudently kejrt his 
j»ost by the parlour Hie, and i alone was siixgled 
out as the victim ; Sir 'rhcodorc and^his fathcr-in-- 
law licing considered only as expletives to fill %»j) 
ri:e audience. Qilliope was enthroned in a chair at 
the* pedestal of Apollo, whilst I -ady Thimble and 1, 
took oui* scats opposite to the reader. ^ 

I was now to undergo an explanation of the fub- 
ject mailer of this poem ; this was uinlertaken and 
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performed by Lady Thimble, w»hifst the 
poetess was adjusting her manuscript/ the lubject 
was allegorical ; the tj^Ic wg.s /at Triumph of Jin/ftou, 
•wi:o was the ot piece ; tlic inferior cha- 

rafters were, the human passions p{^fsoiiifi.ed ; each 
passion occupied a canto, and the lady*had already 
dispatclied a long list; if J rightly re me jibcr,.w^e 
were to hear the fourteenth canto ; in thirteen ac- 
tions, the hero Reason had been victorious, but it 
was exceedingly doubtful how he would cofnc oH’ 
in this, Ibr the antagonist he had to deal with was 
no less a persoTi.igc than ahniglity L^rrc liinilclf : 
the metre Avas henjic, and many of the tlioughts 
^displayed a jmeiiilc fancy and wild originality ; 
the action was not altogether uninteresting, nor ill- 
managed, and victory tor a while was held in sus- 
pence hy a wound the hero receifed from an arrow 
Konicwhere in the region *of the heart ; for this 
wound he could obtairt no cute, till an ancient phy- 
sician, after experiments for Ins relief, cut <»ut 

the^)arl atfccted wdth his sepUte : upon the whole, 
the poem was such, tjiat had it not been allegorical, 
and had not I been cold and hungry, J could have 
Jbund much to commend and somethings to admire, 
even though* the poetess had been twice as old and 
litiot teds so handsome, for Calliope wasiextremely 
pretty, 'and 1 cou]t;.i*p^inLy discover that Nature 
meant her to ifkost amiable and inoclest, if flattery 
and false education would have sutfeied her good 
designs to have taken place; I therefore looked upon 
her with l)ity*, as I do on all spoilt children ; and 
A^ien her reading was concluded, did not besteW all 
that praise, which, if 1 had consuked my own ^ra- 
•tification^iiorc than her good, J certainly should 
have bestow^ed ; the only occasion on which .1 think 
it a point of conscience to practise riie plklosophy 
of ihc Dampvt a. 
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length dirrner was announced, and being a 
part of Lady Thimble's domestic economy, whicli 
she had put out of her own hands, as she informed 
us, and in which 1 siispeft’^ ihc aU‘^ctic jjliilosophcr 
had something'. o fay, it was jilentifully serxed. Sir 
Theodore and my friend the merchant plied him 
hin^ prettv briskly with the bottle; but as a stately 
iirsi-raie sliip does not condescend to ojicn Ikt pons 
to the petty cruisers that presume to hail her, in 
like i.iaiincr this gigantic genius kept the oracle 
within him muzzled, nor condescended once to 
draw the tompion of his lips, till it happened in the 
course of many topics, that Lady '1‘himble, speak- 
ing of the talents of Calliope, obsciM'd that 7furac\s^ 
were not ceased; HoiV JnmUl fha! Hua^ he said in 
rcose^ rejilied the oracle, nvhich mwr had vxistomr't* 
'I'he spring was ^now touched that put this vast 
machine in motion, and taking infidelity in miracles 
for his text, he carried us, kn the course of a long 
tininicriupted harangue, through a series of learned 
deductions, to what appeared his grand dcsideratunri, 
viz* an ahs(duii‘ rcfululfoit of the jniraclcs of Chris^ bif 
proofs logical and historicaL ..Whilst this discourse 
was going on, 1 was curious to observe the difterent;^. 
effects it had on the company : Lady Thimble re- • 
ceived it vfith evident marks of triuiujih, "o that I 
could plainly see all was gospel with her, and the 
only gospel .^he had faith in : Sir'-'J'heodore wisely 
fell aslec]) ; the nicrchant was in his coinpting- 
housQ,— 

‘ His mind was tossing on the oreaii : 

Tlierc, where liis argosies witii poillv vul, 
l^ikc seignujfs atui rich biirgheis on the tiooil. 

Or as it were the pageants of the sea, 

Did overpeer the petty traffickers ' 

But all this while, the younp unsettled thoughts of 
Calliope wcie visibly wavering, sotnelimcs borne *. 
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away by the ipse divit of the philcftjoplier and thi*; 
echo of Lady Thimble's plaudi^ ; sometimes catch- 
ing; hold of Mope, ar^jtl to the anchor of 

her salvation, ; uloltlier times without resist- 

aiicc carried down the tide ot dcciaifiatj^m, which 
rullec! rapidly along in j>rovincial dialcU, like a’ 
torrent from his native Highland ^ragg|, rough 
and noisy; '1 saw her struggles with intinitc con- 
cern; the savage saw th;-in aLo, but with triumph, 
and turning his discoinse upon the breach h0 had 
•made in her belief, •pressed the advantage he had 
gained with <lcvifisii ad<hc*^s; in short, a new anta- 
gonist h<4,d siarttd up, nuiie tormidable to Reason 
jiian all the fouttcen, frdin whose attack she had 
brought her h< ro oH with victory ; aijd that cham- 
pion, wliich liad ^istcd the arrows ot all-powcrtiil 
<^rn'e', was likely now to fall a viClim to the pesti- 
lential breath ot Jnfiddifif. *Jn this dilemma 1 was 
doubtful how to act ; l*did not decline the combat 
because J drea<^ed the strength of this Loliah oi the 
PhilfJstincs, for 1 knew the weapons might be con- 
fided in, which the g^pat Cajuain of Salvation had 
put into ray hands ; but 1 disdained to plead before 
9. prejudiced tribunal, in which the mistress ot the 
• mansion' sat'a^ slee]) had secured one 

#f th< company out harm's >vay, a^nil anothei 
was upon an cxcunson /rom which 1 did not wist 
to bring him h«n 1 c, there remained o*ily Calliope 
and 1 determined within myself to take occasion o 
discoursing w^th her apart, before I left the houst 
next morning:. 


jj 3 . 
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1 HAD resolved to have some conversation with 
C’alliopc after the athletic philosopher’s harangue 
again?>t the evidences ot the Christian religion : 1 
was at the pains of putting my'thoj.ights together in' 
writing before J went to bed, for J judged it best to 
give them to C'alllope in sucli a form, as she mighx 
hereafter at any time lefei* to and examine. , 

I had the^satisfaction^of an hour’s conversation 
with that young lad^ next morning, before the fa- 
mily had assembled for breakfast : 1 could observe 
that something dwelt upon her mind, and demand- 
ing of her if 1 was not riglK in my conjecture, she 
answered meat once to the point , without hesita- 
tion—* I confess to you/ says she, * that the*' dis- 
course which Dr. Mac-Infidri yesterday held, has 
made me thoroughly unhaj:py ; things, w'hich arc 
above reason, 1 can readily suppose are mysteriesir 
which J ought to admit as matter of faitl? in reli- 
gion ; lyat things contrary ^to reason, ^ndf^ factr 
which history confutes, ,howv am I to 'believe ? 
W’hat am 1 *<i do in this cafe ? J-iar-c you any thing 
to oppose to his argument.^ If you have, 1 should 
be Iwppy to hear it ; if you have npt, 1 prajr you 
let us talk no more upon the subject. ’—I then ^ve 
ther paper into her hand, which 1 had prepared, and 
explaining to iKr the reasons I had for not taking 
up the ^dispute before our company ye.ferday, de^' 
siicd Jicr to give iny paper a serious reading; if 
there was aify thing in it that laid out of the course 
of her studies, 1 would gladly do my best to cx-< 
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pound It^ and would shew her the authorities <to 
which it referred : she receiv^ my paper with the 
best grace in the worW^ ^d promised me that she: 
would consider* 'Jf wiA all the attention she was 
mistress of. • ^ 

111 our further discourse, it chanced that I let 
drop some expressions in commendiition her*un- 
derstandiiig'and talents, upon which I observed she 
gave me a very expressive look, and when I would 
have spoken of her poem, she shook her heact, and, 
hastily interrupUng* me, desired 1 would spare her 
on that subject ; she did not wish to be any more 
riatteird in a folly she had too much cause to repent 
,of ; she had bufnt the odious poem I was speaking 
of, an{h bursting suddci^ly into a flood of tears, 
piotcslal she would never be guilty of writing an- 
•bther line of poetry while she livetl. 

No words of mine can paint the look and action, 
which accompanied these expressions; much less 
can I describe 4hc stroke of pity and surprir.e, which 
her^emotion gave me. It was evident she aihuled 
to something that h^il occurred since the reading 
of the poem ; 1 rccoHected she was absent all the 
Jailer part of the evening, and I felt an irresistibU 
propenyity fo*enquire into the cause of her affliction, 
•though the shortnes^of our acquaiutayd^ gave nu 
no right to be inquisitive;* she saw my difficulty 
for her intuitiw*is very great; after a short recol- 
lection, w'liich 1 did not attempt to inteiTupt—* 
knefW not ho'^ it is,’ says she, ‘ but something tell 

n^ 1 am sjieakingto a friend.’ Here she pajused 

as doubting whether she ought to proceed or%io^ 
and fixed her eyes upon the floor ifi evident embar 
•rassment;^ it will readily be suppcjsed 1 scyzed tb 
opportunity to induce her to contide in me, if tlu*r 
was any service 1 could render towaPds alfcviatin; 
the distress she was evidently surtering — ‘ 1 hav 



OBSERVER. 




ho right to trouble you,’ pjws she, * but that fatal 
argument 1 heard la^«t night has so weakened the 
resource, to which my nijnd i»i all afflictions would 
else have naturally appUccl,KhatS[* really know not 
how to suj'-poii. myself, nor wlicre to look for com- 
fort, but by throwing rriysclf upon your friendship 
for 'idvicij, as the most unhappy of all beings. You 
must know 1 have the honour to he the daughter of 

that gallant sea officer (’aptain J lere she 

name(i an officer, who will be ever dear to his coun- 
try, ever (Icplored by it, and whose friendship is at 
once the joy and the affliction of my liU*. 1 started 
from my scat; the stroke 1 felt, wdicii slie jn*o- 
nounced a name so rooted in mj- hcait, was like, 
the shot k of electricity ; I jplaspcd her hands in mine, 
and picssing them exclaimed — ‘ \ ou hate a father’ 
— here ] stopl — the recollection checked me frorrl 
j)roccediiig — for it was false. — ‘ No, no, my child,’ 

1 said, ‘ you have no father*! nor had he a friend, 
•who can replace ) our loss ; ]iow*evcT,^pray proceed.’ 
— ‘ Implicitly,’ replied Calliope, (for by that nVmc 
I still must beg to call her, tl;bu ji that and jmetry 
are both renounced for ever.)* ‘ As you arc the friend 
of rny father, you must know that he lost my mo-* 
thcr, wdicn 1 was an infant; two j^ehrs arc now ' 
passed sirK:c he perished; a ipiscrable ])eTk)d it ha# 
been to me; J am now uuderythe protection of a 
<i!stant relation, wlto is an intirn'at^ of the lady of 
this hoitse, and one whose ruinous flattery jointly 
with* Lr.dy Thimble’s, has conspire^ to turrf my 
wretcb.ed head, and blast the only hope of happi- 
nesn'l had in life: 'J'hese learned ladies, as they 
would be thought, put me upon studies J was never 
fitted to, gave me this silly name (hi^iope, . andP 
never ceased inflaming my vanity, till they jier- 
suadedtoie 1 had a talent tor poetry: In this they 
were assisted by MaoJntklel, who lives in great* 
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intimacy virlth Lady Thimble; the^ aJulatlon of 
learned man ffor that he surely^is) intcOcicated me 
with self-opinion, and the gravity of his charac- 
ter complcated the»folf^4jtnd destruction of mine.* 

‘ What do I hear,’ said 1, intcrruptftig her, ‘ the 
destrilction of your character ? ’ — ‘ Have*patience,’ ■ 
she replied ; ‘ when 1 disclose the ^orrow^ of rpy 
heart, you will own that my destruction‘% com- 
j)leat.’ — Melancholy as these words were, the de- 
duction notwithstanding that I drew from then? was 
a relief, compared to.what at first 1 apprehended. — 
‘ Alas! Sir,’ resumed Calliope, ‘ 1 have lost the 
atJeclions of the most amiable, the most beloved of 
men : I le was my father’s darling, and from a boy 
was educated by him in the profession of the sea ; 
he shared every service wi\h niy father except the 
Ii‘st fatal one, in which your fricuA unhappily was 
lost; Providence, that ordaiifcd the death of the one, 
has in the same periocW enriched the other ; he is 
lately returned Irom the West Indies, and by his 
dutyjhas been confined to the port he arrived in, so 
that wc have not met tnee his return to England : 
here is the first letter^dic wrote to me from Fly- 
lyouth; read it, 1 beseech you, and then compare 
it with the fa-tiri one 1 received last night.’ Calliope 
a Iptlv into my hands, and 1 read as fellows. — 

* My deawSt Nakcy ! 

‘ 1 have this instant brought my frigate to an 
uiiclu!Tr, and scjze the first moment, that iny duty 
permits, to tell the loveliest of her sex, that 1 have 
lucRily come across a prize, that makes a man«>of 
me for life: a man vlid I say? Ycrf, and the haj^- 
* Jfiest^of if my dear girl ivS still tiue, ai^d w'jjl 

consent to share the fortune of licr faithful Henry. 

‘ I cannot leave Plymouth this foitifigUt, >thcic- 
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fore pray write to me under cover to my fiicnd the 
iXdmiral, ,Yours <;vcr, 

IUnrv Constant.’ 

When I had returncu mis jciui lu, Calliope, slie 
’ rrsiimcd her narrative in the followin^j words : — 

^ 'j'he jny this letter ^avc me fet my spirits in such 
a flow, 'that in the habit 1 wa'* c)(* writing verses, 1 
could not bring thoughts to run in humble 
prose, but giving the rein^ to my fancy filled at 
least SIX sides -with rhaps(>dle,s inverse; and not 
content with this, and foolishly coiici iving that my 
po. m would appear at least as charming to I lenry, 
as the flattery of my own sex had persuaded me it 
was to them, 1 enclosed a fair cojiy and sent it to 
him in a packet bj- the stage coach : the next relurti 
of the [)ost brought me this fatal letter I received 
last night. 

‘Madam, ^ 

‘ 'rhough there cannot be in this woild a tl.fk so 
painful to me, as wdiat I airynow about to perform, 
j-et J think it an indispen'^’ble point of honour to 
jnform my kite most lovely and beloved Nancy, 
that if J am to suppose her the author of that cnor-* 
rnoiis bundle of verses 1 have received %>lVafn hfr 
hand, it is the last favoiij tne^t hand must bestow 
uj)on her uv happy lleniy. ' « 

‘ My, education you know ; for it was formed 
under your most excellent lather;^ 1 served^ wdth 
him from a child, and he taught me, not indeed the 
kMck of making verses, but wdiat 1 hope has teen 
as useful to ir>y countiy, the duties of an officer. 
Being., his daughter, 1 had flattered ^jmyself ycM * 
would not like me the less for following his proles* 
won, or for^bcing trained to it under his instruction. 
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Tnitalas! Nancy, all these hopes are' gone. Mj' 
ignorance would only disgrace you, and your wit 
would make me contemj)til 3 le ; aince yoii arc turned 
poetess, how CiUi niy be agreeable ? If those ' 

ve rges 3 'ou have sent me arc all your^own making, 
you must have done little else, since we jitrted, and. 
if suc h are to be your studies and occupations, what 
is to become of all the comforts of a husbanoi#? f lc)w 
aie you to fulfil the duties of a mother, or manage 
the concerns of a family ? No, no ; may heavc^ cle- 
lend me from a leainccl wife ! 1 am too proud to be 
tlie butt of my own table ; too accustomed to com- 
mand, to be easily induced to obey ; let me ever 
live a single man, .or let th<; wife I chuse be modest, 
ftnprctcncting, simjilc, natural in her manneis, plain 
, in her under^tandiug; let her be true as^'the compass 
l^sail by. and (pardon the coarseness of the allusion) 
obcdicnc to the helm as the ship I steer; then, 
Nancy, 1 will stand l^^iny wife, as 1 w^ill by my 
shij*. to the latest moment I have to breathe. For 
Clod’^ sake whaf have women lo do with learning ? 
^3ut if they will step i>ut of their own profession 
and' write verses, do let them step into ours to 
chuse husbands , we shall prove coarse messmates 
tef the m^.ses., • 

‘ I understand so much of your poetit'al epistle, 
a? to pcrcci\e that ycM are in the family of Sir 
'i’hcodorc and l.ady ^'hiriible : three days of such 
society would niake me forswear inatfiinony for 
ever. ^ 'Jo the daughter of my friend I mubt Ibr ever 
speak and act as a friend ; suffer me then to ask if 
any^an in his senses wrill chuse a wife from sucii a 
school? Oh gric'fto think! that one so natural, so *s 
•syficei'c and unaHixted as was my Nanc^y, could be 
the compaiifcii of such an ugly petticoated fledanf 
as Lady rhimble, sucli a tame hcn-pecked son ol a 
^jjylor as Sir Theodore ! 
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‘ As tor the yolume of verses you sent me, 1 dare 
stiy it is all very fine, but 1 really do not compre- 
hend three lines of ‘It; the battles you describe are 
what 1 never saw by se? pf land, and the people 
who fight th(em such as i have never been accus- 
tomed tof serve with; one gentleman 1 pei-ceive 
there is, who combats stoutly against / oit; it is a 
gdod n/oral, ‘and I thank you for it ; . cost wliat it 
may, I will do my best to imitate your hero. 

‘ Farewell. 

‘ 1 must be only your most faithful friend, 

‘liw^RY Constant.* 


. NUMBER VIL 

Calliope lias favoured me with the following let- 
Icr ; it is dated from the house of r. worthy clergy- 
man, a friend of her father’/;, who with an exem-' 
plary wife lives upon a snfill country vicaragt in 
primitive simplicity, where "that afflicted young lady 
took shelter. 

‘Srn, 

* After you left me’ at i^ad^ 7 himble’s, I seized 
the first mdment, that the anguislf of my mind per- 
mitted* me to make use of, to j>ut myself in readiness 
foi'taking my final leave of that family, and, ac- 
co|ding to the plan we had concerted, came with- 
out delay to this place, where, if any thing could 
have given absolute peace to my mind, the consol|-f 
tion «f these excellent people, and thfj serenity of 
the Sheene must have done it. As it was, 1 felt my 
affliertons lighten, xny self-reproach became less bi^ 
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ter, and, whilst the vanity, whicKflacltery had in- 
spired me with, has been cured by their admoni- 
tions, the doubts that infidelity “iiad raise\l have been 
totally removed, and tiij^h made clear to my eternal 
comfort and conviction. Had it notcbei:n for this, 
I should hav5 been given up to despair'; for as I. 
licarcl no more from Captain Constant, 1 was con- 
vinced he had renounced me for ever ; in tde mean 
time I wrote many letters, but sent none to him ; 
some of these letters were written in a high Jone, 
most of them in an ljumble one, and in one I gave 
ii loose to passiom and despair in expressions little 
sliort of plirensy ; all these I constantly destroyed, 
for as i had not the heart to write angrily to him, 
so I dreaded to appear mearjjin his eyes, if I was too 
plaintive; nay I was not sure, since his fortune had 
become so sujierior to mine,.but I might lay myself 
open CO a charge of the most despicable nature. 

‘ Thus rny time passed, till yesterday inofning, 
upon observing tlic house in one of those bustles, 
whicj|p'thc exportation of a visitor creates in small 
families, 1 found my^jood hostess deei)ly engaged 
witfi her pastry, and hti>ing myself become a con- 
siderable adept in the aTt under her tuition, 1 was 
putting myself^in order to assist her in her prepara- 
tions, wRen turning to me with a smile, which 
s^med tcPspring from joy as yvell as benevolence — 
‘ Come, my dear cMld,* ways she, ‘ I have been at 
work this hour; and if you had known it was to 
entertain a friend of your father’s, I am persuaded 
you would not Rave let me been so long beforehand 
witjji you.’*— 1 asked her who it was she expected — 
• No mutter,’ she replied, * fall to y»^ur work, anil 
do your best, like a good girl, for ^’our mistresses 
iledifas 'well as your own.’ — - - The significant 
look, with which slie accompanied these word^, set 
my heart into such a flutter, tliat my hands no 

VOL. XLI. K 
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, longer obeyed iTje in the tafk I undertook, till hav- 
ing spilt the milk, overthrown the and put 

every thing -into the»same conl’usion with myselt^ 1 
burst into a llood of tears, which ended in a strong 
hysteric ^ly screams urought the good man of 
the house and every body in it to my atsistaiice ; 
but judge of my condition betwixt joy, astoliish- 
inent, and terror, when the figure of my beloved 
Constant presented itself to my eyes ; my (lOtl ! he 
exclaimed, and staited back aghast, then sprung to 
my assistaiice, and, clasping rne in his arms, lilted 
me at once from the H«or and rai\,\vith me into the 
parlour, where there was a couch — my life! my 
soul ! — was all he could say, for he was like a man 
beside himself with fright and agonj", till 1 rcco-* 
vered ; this vas at last effected by a plentiful relief 
of tears, and then I found myself alor>c with my 
beloved Henry, my head reclined upon his neck, 
and him supporting my whole weiglu in his arms, 
whilst he knelt on on? knee at my feet ; no sooner 
I recollected myself, than the blood, had 
Ireen driven from my cheeks* during my fit, rushed 
back again with violence xnd covered me with 
blushes. Henry’s transports now became as vehe- 
ment as his tenors had been, and loosing his hold ©f 
me for a moment, whilst he fixed his* eyes upon me 
with an tif.dour, that confounded me so as^^almost I 0 
deprive me of speech or' motion^ he again caught 
me in^ his arms, and pressing me eagerly to his 
breast, almost smothered me with caresses, lie- 
then quitted me altogether, and throwing himself 
on,. his knees at my feet, entreated me to forgive 
if he had, offended me ; he had been distracted 
between joy and terror, and scaicc knew what he 
had done ; he proceeded to account for^he motived 
of hi ^conduct tow'ards roe, both when he wrote the 
letter to me*frorn Plymouth, and for every rooment 
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of his time since: that he had set'*oft‘ for LondQn 
the very clay lie wrote, had spugiU you out, and 
conversed fully with joii upon the effects his letter 
had produced ; that, tearing I was come to this 
place, he would have followed me <vith an imme- 
diate explanation, if you had not prevailed with 
him to the contrary (for which adviae 1 cimnot now 
find in my heart to condemn you) ; that however he 
had placed himself v/ithin two miles of me in a 
neighbouring village, where he bad daily ♦inter- 
•course with the wofthy vicar, who gave him punc- 
tual intelligence *of the state of my mind and the 
total revolution effected in it ; that what he suffered 
during this state of trial and suspense no words of 
his could paint, but the a<R:ounts he received of me 
from this good, man, and the bq^iefits he knew 1 
was gaming by his counsel* and conversation, kept 
him from discovering himself, till he had permis- 
sion for so doing ; that he threw himself ui>on my 
candour and gcjpd sense for justification in the honest 
artiitbe he had made use of, and now that 1 added 
to* my good qualitic^those religious and domestic 
virtues, which the society of unbelieving ])cdanis 
Jiad obscured, but not extinguished, he hoped there 
•was no Arthur bar in the way of our mutual hap- 
4)ines^ ; ^ut that 1 would condescend tea accept a 
man whtise heart and^so|fl Wfcre dcvotcdlo me, and 
who had one retommendation at leasf to offer in 
his own behalf, which he flattered himself ito other 
persoh could 4 )roduce, and which he was; sure 
would have some weight with me ; so saying, he 
ptft a letter into my hands, which 1 had no so^er 
glanced my eye upon, than perceiving it was the 
•well-Jcno>^ hand-writing of my ever honoured afnd 
lamented Tather, I sunk back upon the couch and 
dissolved again into tears : even the naanly heart of 
my Henry now gave way, and jthe sad remembrance 
E 2 
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‘of his departed friend melted his brave bosom into 
all the soitiJess of a woman’s. — Then, Sir, oh then 
indeed I loved him, then he triumphed in my heart; 
how dear, how noble, ho^ ' almost divine did he 
tlicn appcir* ! *his eyes, whose ardent , raptures had 
affii{;htcd me, now, when I saw them bathed in 
teats, insoired me with the purest passion, and con- 
templating him with the affection of a sister, not 
regarding him as a lover, 1 cast off all reserve, and 
following the impulse of the soul, dearest and lest of 
7/icn / I cried — and sunk into hi3 arms. 

‘ T hus, Sir, you have (he fulf and unreserved 
account, to winch your friendship is entitled ; still 
there remains one act of kindness in your power to 
shew me, and which my. Henry jointly with myself 
solicits, v\hicli is, that you would stand in the place 
of ) ■our deceaseit friend upon our marriage, and 
cotnjihtc the kind part you have taken in my wel- 
fare, by joining my hand with that of the most 
deserving man on earth. 

‘ J had almost forgot to mention to you a“ cir- 
cumstance, that passed as y\A were sitting at table 

f tcr dinner, and by which our good friend the 
icar undesignedly threw me into a confusion that 
ascA'ccedingly distressing, by repeating lone verses 
from Poj'c’s Kssay on Man, in wdiich he applied to 
me to hiljf him out in his qu6tation: 1 ccitainly re- 
membered the passage, anl\ couUl have supplied his 
memory with the words ; but Henry being present, 
and the r< collection of what had passed on tht sub- 
ject of j>c^etry rushing on my mind, at the same 
tirpd that 1 thought 1 saw him glance a s'gnific^iht 
’ook at me, thfe ■ me into such embanassment on 
the sudden, that in vain endeavouring to evade the* 
subject,' and being pressed a little iinseaionably by 
the Vitar, my spirits also being greatly liutlered by 
the events of tlic morning, I could no longer com- 
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niiind myself, but burst into tears, and very narrowJy 
escaped falling into a scconcb hysteria?. Nothing 
ever equalled the teneV^rness of Henry on this occa- 
sion ; nay, I thought ♦ could discover that he was 
secretly pleased with the event, a*-* itt betrayed a 
consciousness of former vanities, and seemed to 
prove tliat 1 repented of them : whii.te\c reinterpre- 
tation he might j)ut upon it, still 1 could not bring 
mv^ell to repeat the verses; and believe i shall never 
utter another couplet whilst i live ; 1 am certain I 
•shall never makc^iuib. 

‘ 1 inclose you a copy of my father’s letter to 
Henry ; and am, Sir, 

‘ Your sincere fiieiul, 

• * and lAost obliged servant, 

•• Anne •* 

Though the letter, of which my amiable corre- 
spondent has inclosed a copy, is hastily written in 
the bustle and hurry ot service, }et as it breathes 
the ^sentiments* of the friend, the father, and the 
hero, and as every {i;‘lick of so venerable a cha- 
racter is, in my ojiinion at leaft, too precious not 
to be j)i f served, i sfiall take permission of the 
fcader to i’clypin it. 

► ‘irfkar Harry, • 

i'hi§ perverse wind Jias’at last taken shame at 
confining so murf^' brave fellows in port, and come 
about to the east, so that wx aic all in high spirits 
gettm*g under ^veigh : llie commissioners yacht is 
along-side, and 1 drop these few lines by way of 
faftwcll to assure my brave lad, t^at whether 
aneet again or not, you shall not hca*r a bad account 
your ol^ sliipmate, nor, with God’s blessing, "of 
his crew. 1 think we shall soon- come interaction, 
and that being the case, d’ye see, few worfis abd 
» fair dealing arc best betw^ecn frieiuls : you tell me, 

E 3 • • 
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if you get a.prize, you mean to marry Nancy; that 
is honest, for the girl is cruelly in love with you, 
and 1 like her the better for ifc; a seaman’s daughter 
should be a seaman’s friend^ and without flattery, I 
don’t believe a braver lad ever trod a*plank in the 
king’s service than yourself — so enough of that,* you 
have my<conseht, and with it all tlie fortune 1 have 
to bestow, which is little more than my blessing. 

* I'hcre is one thing, however, I must warn you 
of, which is, that the girl, though of a good nature 
in the main, has got a romantic tyirn in her head, * 
and is terribly given to reading and making verses, 
and such land-lubbers trash, as women and sailors 
have nothing to do with ; now J would not have 
you make a fool of youfself, Harry, ami -many a 
learned wife, thonigh she was of my own begetting, 
if therefore Nancy and you come to an urulerstand- 
ing together, wlien my old carcase shall be feeding 
the fishes, remember it is on this express condition 
only, which 1 charge you on your# honour to ob- 
serve, that you burn her books, as J will do it ever 
I get at them, and never yolfc with her till she has 
renounced these vagaries of* poetry, which if you 
cure her of, you have my free leave to make her a» 
good a husband as you can, and (Jod liYcss you 
with her'‘:,and this you wil^ observe anclT obey a& 
the last will and testamenttof hiv;i who is 
‘ Yours till dAth, 

• 4 ♦ * ♦ * 

t 

c • 

* P.,S. Remember I tell you, Harry, this old shijj^is 
Hamn’d cranjc and Icewardly ; but our wise-acrcs 
** would not take her down, so they must stand by 
the qpnscquences ; she is a fine man oljj* war at thei* 
worst, and if she comes along-side of the Mon- 
sicurs, vAW give ihcir first-rates a warming. 
Hurrah ! wc arc under sail !’ 
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Tpon rcv’isinpr what I wrote for Culliope, in answer 
to Dr, Maoliifitkrs dlscouise against Christ’s mi- 
racles, I find the arj^urnent soronncrUd with ccM-tain 
* jias.^ages in the l^l’e of the great heathen philosoj^lu r 
Pythagoras, which the adversaries of CUiristianIty 
have set up against the sciiptural records of the 
Meswsias, lliat 1 have been tempted to enlarge upon 
wh:u I gave to that young'^lady, by prrfacing it with 
an account of what 1 find ^curiouii in the relations 
of t\ie sophists and biographers touching that cx.tra- 
ordinary man. 

I'lie variety of fictions, which the writers, who 
treat of Pytlui#;oras, have interspersed in their ac- 
counts, makes it difiicult to trace out any consistent 
story of his life : his» biographers agree scarcely in 
any one fact or date • Porphyry fays he was born 
•at Tyre; J*^rnblichus will have it to be at Sidon, 
probab^ as teing the more ancient city ; .loscphus 
%uys«it if as hard to JJx tlic j>lacc of hii^ifativity, as 
Homer’s, or to gsccrtjiin the year (jf Ins Ifirth. 
Jainblichus, glancing at the gospel account of the 
birtl^of Christ, says, that when the mother of Py- 
thagoras was tvdth child of him, her husband firing 
i^orant of her pregnancy, brought her to the oracle 
at Delphi, and there the prophetess told hinl-the 
first news of his wife’s having conceived, and also 
•that*the c^ild she th(^ went with, should prove the 
greatest blessing to mankind; that her husband 
thereupon changed her name from* Parthenis to 
Pythais, and, when the child was born, named him 
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Pythagoras,^ ns being foretold by Apollo Pythius, 
for fo, says he, the name signifies ; and adds, that 
there can be no doubt, but thaf the soul of the child 
was one of Apollo’s companions in heaven, and 
came downt«iy'coinnussion from him. . W hen this 
and many other fables aie cast out of the account, 
it its moie-: probable that Pythagoras was born at 
bamos in the 3d )car of Olymp. xlviii. yeais 
before C Inist, being the son of jVlnesarchus, an en- 
gravci* ol seals, wliieh Mnesarehus was descended 
Irom llippahiKS of l^hlius, and mother Pythais 
from Aiica'us, one of the jdanlers of Samos. 

Nature bestowed upon Psthagoias a form and 
person more than ordinal ily c<»mely ; he ga\e eaily 
indications of<a mind caj/able ot gieat exertions, and 
ambitifjus of cxwHing in knowledge: the Uiccks 
had now begun to open schools loi the public in- 
struction ofjouth; the iiidiments of science were, 
taught in these serninaiies to a degree sufficient for 
the common ])urposes of liberal cdu,^atior7, but the 
last finishing for such as aspired to be adejns iri the 
superior learning of the tinius was only to be ob- 
tained amongst the fi.gy])tian and Chaldean sages ; 
to them was the great ic.soit of literary travellers;, 
from their source, Greece had derived her *s\ stems 
of theology and natural ph’jios^jphy. 'J hc.Fx:) j^htiansf 
were in possession of' in^py ancient traditions of 
Mosaical onVin, though disguised^by emblems and 
hieroglyphics, which Greece in adopting was never 
able to developc, and of which it li probable the 
Egyptians themselves ha<l lost the clue: the Cirecks, 
eva» since the time of Cecrojis, had been progres- 
Avely erecting a fabulous and idolatrous system of 
thdology upon this foundation^ 'J'lie Ktn piiaos in • 
very early time under certain types ana symbols 
hacf sh!^dowed out the attributes ot the deity, the 
great events of the deluge and rc-peopling of the * 

r 
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earth, and these being received by* the Greeks in a 
literal sense, generated in the a inyltitudinous 
race of deities with a ^Jlousand chimerical rites and 
ceremonies, which altogether formed so puz-zling a 
compound of absurdity, that no two ^hi^jfking hea- 
thens agreed in the same creed : still they, went on 
accumulating error upon error; every philosopher, 
who returned Irom tgypt, imported some addition 
to the stock, till Olympus was crowded with divi- 
nities. If the heathens had ever detined iheii* reli- 
gion, and established it upon system, they would 
have destroyed it; but whilst every man might think 
for himself, and every man, who thought at all, got 
rid of his difficulties by supjiosjng there was some 
^ mystery ui the case, which be either di^ not trouble 

* hiiiiself to interpret, or interpreted as he saw fit, 
the jinpoHiig fabric stood, and, magnified through 
the rnivts ol error, aj)pcarcd to have a dignity and 
substance, which upon e:xamination and scrutiny 
would have vanp»lied. 

llfc parents o{ Pythagoras put him first under 
the*tuition of Pheiccydcs of Syrus : Pherecydes did 
not die till 01)mp, cxri. so that Diogenes Laer- 
tius must be fiagraritl}'^ mistaken in saying that Py- 
thagoiaso stutlfed under this philosopher till his 
<fcatb« h 4 ^ was very young when he went^i»to Syria 
for this purpose, f^ir he Returned to Samos to his 
parents, and atteiP studying some lime under Hcr- 
modaiiias there, set out upon his travels into ’ll gypt 
at the* age of ci^^hteen. At this early age, heUiad 
acquired all tlie erudition the philosophers of Greece 
could give him ; he had already visited many citks 
of Syria, anti peribrmed his initiations: it is said he* 

• had consulted 'Phajes iu person, and been advised by 
that sage to prosecute Ins studies amongst the learned 
Kgyptians ; but this is doubtful ; it is aUogethlr iifi- 

•^npxVbable that he should depart from Samos at the 
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age of eighteen^upon the patriotic motive ascribed 
to him by Laertius of avoiding the growing tyranny 
of his countryman Polycratcs; esjiecialJy when the 
same biographer informs ui, that he took letter*^ of 
recommci|tiation from Polycrates to JCiiig Amasis, 
desiring \iiiu to give order for Pythagoras’s being 
instructed by the Egyptian priests. 

With this letter Pythagoras repaired to Amasis, 
and obtained an order to the priests, agretahlc to 
the request of Polycrates; with this, he went hrst 
to the priests of llciiopolis ; they declined the exe- 
cution of it by referring him to their brethren at 
Memphis, as being their seniors in the sacerdotal 
rank ; these again evaded tlie order, and dispatched 
him to the Diospolites; ue found these sages as little 
disposed to conv)liance as the prie^sts of llciiopolis 
or Memphis ; iiowcvcr, as the king’s command was 
urgent, they did not think Ht absolutely to disobey 
it, but took a method, which they thought would 
answer the same j)urpose, and began by deterring 
and alarming the incjuisitivc youth by their f)rcpa- 
ratory austerities ; but they had no common spirit 
to deal with ; Pythagoras liad a constitution that 
could endure hardships, and an ambition that no- 
thing could daunt ; he submitted td the ^.cremony 
of circumcision, and was initiated into tkeir ;sacrc 1 
rites, unintimidated by aU thc^ horrors with which 
they contrived to set them forth.* They began then 
to regird him with more benignity and resj)ect, and 
wheh they found him learning thekr language with 
surprizing rapidity, and conforming to their dis- 
cipline with the most rigid exactness, they loo*^k.cd 
upon him with surprize and admiration ; they now 
resolved to hold nothing back IVopi talents so extra**: 
ordinary and temper so conldrmablc ; he learnt theif 
three Tsorts of letters; they admitted him to their 
sacrifices, and disclosed the most secret rites of their-i 



OBSERVER. 


•NO 8. 


4T 


religion, mysteries never before imported to any 
foreigner. He resided in KfC 5 'pt a long tipie, during 
which he read the books of theiuncient priests, and 
in them he discovered the sources of the Grecian ■ 
theology, and how^ crroifrons the system was, which 
they had derived from these sources ; fle iO supposed 
henceforth to have held the gods of the V:athen in 
contempt, and to have entertained si!litable%ideas*of 
I'he One Supreme Being. 

Having ])crfectcd hirn^^elf in the geometry and 
astronomy of the Egyptians, and acquired tlie ol)- 
Servations of afft'Xy (as ^'alerlus Maximus 

expresses it) he determined u]>on exploring new luiil 
more distant scenes in search of knowledge, and 
from Kgyptwent to Babylon; his recommendations 
. from Kgy[)t secured him a reception by Abe Chaldees 
and Magi ; here Jie was a disei{)le (rf Nazaratus the 
Assyrian, and we are tohl by Porphyry, that he 
was j)urilled by /abratus irom all defilements of his 
former life; by what particular modes of discipline 
this purification was efi'cctcd Porphyry does not 
explain- PVom Babylon he })URhed his travels into 
Persia, and was instructed by the Magi in their re- 
ligion and way of living; from them he received 
those rules of diet which he afterwards prescribed 
to his disLi pics, with various opinions of things, 
dean midvanclean, whi^i were amongst hi^ ftiaxims : 
these conform to ifip prearnt practice of the Brah-- 
mins, which may well be supposed to have been 
inviolably preserved through that separated and 
sacred^Cast from times of high antiquity ; for what 
invention can be devised to secure the longevitjj of 
any system better than that upon wjiich the sac^- 
dotal order of Brahmins is established? By the* 
i^ersian Magi he was instructed in many particulars 
ol Jewish knowledge, chiefly their interpretations 
of dreams. We have Cicero’s authority fdV this 
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pirt of his travels (th jin, Uh, v.) and Valerius 
Maximus says the Perlian Ma§i taught him u most 
coin;)letc system of ethics; that they likewise in^ 
structcd him in the motiors and course.^ of the 
heavenly bodies, their pnjlpertics and effects, and 
the influer‘Ce every star respectively is siijjposcd to 
have. ^ 

in threour;^' of these travels hf j^as^ed more than 
twenty years ; he then turned liis 1‘are homewards, 
taking the i^le of Crete in his way': In-re and at 
Lact 'lemon he j)crased their famous codes of laws, 
and having now completed the'grr it tour oflcience, 
and stored his mind with all the hidden treasures of 
oriental knowledge, be presented himself, for the 
first time, to the admiring eyes of Greece assembled 
at the Olympic Games.* 

A spectacle id doubt it was for universal admi- 
ration and lespect ; an understanding so enriched 
and full in its meridian vigour was an object that 
the wisest of his contemporaries might look up to 
with veneration little short of idolat y. Pythagoras 
in this attitude, surrounded by tlic Grecian sages on 
the ficUl of the Olymjnc (ia'.nes, whilst every eye 
was fixed with rapture and delight upon one of the 
most jierfect iorms in nature, began to pour forth 
the wonders of his doctrine : astonishmeftt seized 
the hcarcfj’s, and almost doubting if it waif* a morteft 
that had been discoursing; they with one voice ap- 
plauded his wisdom, and demanded by what titld 
he would in futuie be addressed : Pythagoras an- 
swered, that their seven sages had laken the name 
of ^yisc men or sophists ; for his part he left thjnm 
ir/possession of a distinction they so well merited ; 
^le wished to be no otherwise remembered or de- 
scrilied than as a Lovvr of Wi (font ; Ids ,pretensIonsi 
did not go to the posscssicjii of it : and if they 
woul^f call him a P/iilosop/tcr, he should be contented 
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with the appellation: from this time "the name of** 
Philosopher became a title of honour amongst the 
learned, whilst that of Sophist ffunk intb universal 
contempt. • ^ 



NUMHKR IX. 

I HAVE observed* that Pythaejoras, on his return 
from the East, took the i^l:uld of Crete in his way ; 
here he visited the famous j>hilojophcr Kpiirienides. 
Poiphyry and Jamblicluis 4nu>^t be "really out in 
“th'jir chionology when they make Kpitncni<lt\s one 
of Pythagoras’s sSholars; Lacitius’s account is more 
probable, wdio says he was one of Pythagoras’s 
masters, which nauiially accounts tor that philo- 
sopher’s seeking an inleivicw with him in C'rete, as 
he did after warcS? with riiciccyiies on his de ith-bed 
ill Syria: in this interview, Psthagoias, no doubt, 
gave an account to Kpinicnides of the many mar- 
vellous things he had learnt in his travels, and so 
fSv the disc 'ptoi may be said to have instructed his 
master; Jj.pimcnidcs himself was no small ^adept in 
the marvellous, and jfrowagated a sto.y through 
Greece of his havflig slq)t fifty-seven -years in a 
cave, and tluit upon waking after his long aepose 
' he resumed hi.s search for some slicej), which his 
father had sent film upon more than half a cenfury 
beffite ; the story does not say that he found thftse 
sheep, which probably' were now become more dif- 
ficult to recover than upon his first search ; he ra- 
t timed hov\!%ver to hv faiher’s house, ami was 
rathei; surprized upon discovering a new geneption 
^in possession, who thought no more of ^^pimenidcs 
VOL. XLI. F • 
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. tlian they diO of, his sheep : this sleeping philosopher 
however fiUed up the gap in his life pretty well, 
for Xenophanes sa^s he lived to one hundred and 
filty-seven years of age ; and the (-retans, who ate 
liars upon record, stretch thVir account to two hun- 
dred anil 7^hi?ty-nine years, modestly sto])])ing short 
of three ' ciituries. Deducting therefore filty-scveji 
years of^sleep, during which he j)robably made no 
great advances in science, he might have occasion 
to go to school when he waked, and, though an old 
man, might be a young scholar under Pythagoras, 
if the credibility of the above sioiy can once be 
admitted. 

From the Olympic Games, Pythagoras repaired 
to Samos, and oj)ened school in a place called in 
the time of Antipho, (who is quoted by Laeitius) 
PijihagoriR llcminfclus. Here he began a ])ractlcc 
he continued in Italy, of retiring to a cave without 
tile town for the purpose of study, but in fact the 
idea was, like most others of his, oriental : hermits 
have it to this day, and if mortiheution is ured to 
recommend religion, solitude muy lie chosen to set 
off wisdom. Pythagoras in** a cave, visited in the 
dead of night with awfui reverence and credulity, 
niight pass stories upon his hearers, v^hich he could 
not risque in the lace of the sun and the sticets of 
tlie city.' . 

He was not, however, ib far sequestered from the 
concerns of the world, as to enjoy liiniFelt* in his 
cave under the tyranny of Polycrates, now* more 
ojipTcssive than at his departure tor Fgypt. He 
the 'cupon resolved to go into Italy, and took Dvlos 
^ inf' his way ; lure he wrote the. verses on the sepul- 
chre of Apollo, which Porphyry records : from 
Delos .be passed to Phlius, pc ancient country of 
his fapily, and at Plilius, Cicero informs us he 
expounded several points of, his new philosophy to 
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the tyrant Leo, -who being struck with hjs doctrine, * 
demanded of him what branch scieace he prin- 
cipally professed : Py^Jiagoras replied that he pro- . 
fessed none, but was sf p/iiiosop/ier : the name was 
new to Leo, and he desired to be iilfo^cd of its 
signification, and wherein philosophers di\crcd from 
other [)rofessors of the learned sciences : rj|fhagoras 
answered, ‘ that it appeared to him men were drawn 
to different objects and pursuits in life, as the Creeks 
wore to their Olympic Gaines, some for glory, ‘'some 
•for gain ; at the ^siidic time,’ says he, ‘ you must 
have observed that others attend without any view 
to either, for curiosity and amusement only; so we, 
who are travellers and adventurers, as it were, from 
another .lile and another* nature, ccyne amongst 
mankind, inciiff’c;rent to the ordinary allurements of 
aval he or ambition, and studious of nothing but of 
the truth and essence of things: such may be called 
Lovers of W isdom, or in one word Philosophers; 
and, like the u^jconcenied spectators above describ- 
ed, Ifdvc no others to pursue, but the acquisition of 
knowledge and the rational enjoyments of a con- 
templative mind/ — In.this reply he glances at his 
jjoctrinc of the Metempsycosis, 

In his progress towards Italy Pythagoras went to 
S)clplii, liliat he migl]^ give the more aufchority to 
his precepts upon the jijetcnce of his having re- 
ceived them froiu^fie priestess 'I'heocka: 

Jn Italy he established himself for the rerhainder 
of his life, and# taught there forty years, wanting 
one, ill his colleges at Metapontum, Hcraclea, and 
Cmtoii. Jle staid twenty years a J Croton beilirc 
he went to Metapontum; Milo, the famous OlymJ* 
**j>ic victor, was one <j^’ his scholars at the tormer*of 
these places. The lime of his doctrines* drew a 
prodigious resort to his college; no •less than ^ix 
hundred disciples at one time attended his^ lectures 
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nightly : ljc*imposed rules of preparation and a sys- 
teiii of discipline his students, admirably con- 
trived to inspire them with veneration for his j)erson, 
^ind to train their minds to -the exercises of patience 
and respccp ^.he prescribed a j)robationary silence of 
five yearsj- during which initiation they were not 
on-ce acj,nittcd to the sight of their master, who in 
the mean time, like an invisible and superior spirit, 
goveined them after the most absolute manner by 
inanoatcs, which they never heard but through the 
channel of his subordinate agents: at length they 
were ushered with much ceremony into the awful 
presence. Such a coiu‘;e of discipline could not 
fail to prcjiare every mind, capable ot undergoing 
it, for the nv'iirvcllous stories, which at certain times 
he introduced in,to his kcturcs touching the doctiine 
of the Metcinpsycosis, and the revelation of his own 
divinity ; he scrupled not to tell tliem, that lie was 
the Apollo of the llyperborcans, and lie corroborated 
his assertion by exposing to vicw^Jiis thigh com- 
posed of solid guld ; his iood, which wasoi tli^ sim- 
plest sort, was tonveyed to .him in his recess in a 
maimer so secret, that he v^as not discovered to be 
subject to the common appetites and necessities of 
Jhiiman nature; his person was most comely and 
commaallng, and his di css studied clecir’inc,«?s an^* 
simplicity ; he was aiwa^ps clad in milk-white gar- 
ments ( f the purest wool ; he tuld them his soul 
had paksed through several antecedent forms, and 
thatjt had oiiginally received from .Mercury ,‘’w^hcn 
it inhabited the body of Ailhalides (son of that 
Gt?ci) the privilege of migrating alter the deatirof 
»one body into that of another, with the faculty of 
remembering all the actions its piactciicnt states j- 
that these transmigrations wwc not imilicdiate, but 
after intervals, in which his soul visited the regions 
of the other world, and was admitted to the society ^ 
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of ilcpartccl spirits ; that in virtua of this prcroga-' 
tivc, it ])asse<l alter srnne lime I'lom llie body of 
/JUhalicles into that ot r.u])li(»rbtis, -vvho'was wound- 
ed by Menelaiis at thtf of 'Troy, and in his per- 

son was conscious of what had occi^ied in tha** of 
its predecessor ; that it next appeared Vn earth in 
the j)crsoii of I Icrmotimus, who ^ave pi^ls of^liis 
reminiscence by appealing t(» the shield ^speeded 
in the tomjdc of A])()llo by tlic bands of Menclaus; 
irom llermotiinus it yiassed into rjne Pyrrhus a ^ibher- 
man, retaining the like consciousness; and lastly, it 
'had lodged itscHVvhcre it now was, possessing all the 
accumulated recollection of its past transmigrations, 

Ij'aring as these tictions were, still they were cre- 
dited ; lor the jrowers of ills mind were wonderful, 
and the ‘authority he had established ot^er his bcaiers 
l)y sujidior w'i«loni and ingenioiTs device was uii- 
bounded ; the curious researches of his study in the 
East, and the passion he had there contracted for the 
marvellous and supernatural, inspired him wdtli the 
ambition oi j-^ssmg himself upon the W'Orld lor 
something above human ; lie had trained on the cre- 
dulity (»f his discipleft with such art, that he found 
it would bear wluitcvcr*lie thought proper to imjiosc ; 
he was sensible he transcended all men living in wis- 
dom, and he resolved to asuimc a super ionty ot na- 
ture ftlsdC 'J'hc idea cf transmigration ^.'fts not start- 
ed by Pylliagoraf^* it of eastern origin, but too 
lar out of sight tor any then alive to liace k to its 
souicf: he told liis scholais he sliould revisit the 
cajth in two hundred and six yeais afterhis dcafh. 

J)octrines like these were haul to he leccived^^ut 
he Fo well balanced liction with truth, that they* 
could not be scjiaratcd at the time; the strong for- 
‘lilicd*the \^ak so cil’cVtually, that both tocHc j>lace 
together; in mathematics, astronomy^ and ^ moral 
plulosopliy, he was an unrivalled mastei ; his golden 
‘ F 3 
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•verses clcscrveu the name : his principles were tem- 
peiate, ino^al, humane, and above all things pa- 
cilVini^ and 'conciliiicorv: when he admitted a tlis- 
ciple into his presence, he too‘k him ever after into 
his most cordial friendship and contidence, and men 
esteemed it* life highest honour of their lives to have 
passed thf 4 probation in the school of Pythagoias, 
and to hi/ allowed access to his jjerson. 

After he had staid twenty 3 ears at Croton, he re- 
moved to N'lefaponturn, where he had a magnificent 
house, which was afterwards converted into a tem- 
j)le to C'ere«:, and a school whicl was called the 
Museum : here he was visited by the famous Abaris, 
jiricstoftbc l-]3'perborean Apollo; and his fabulous 
historians give out, that. having taken Abaris’s ar- 
row', he rod^i upon it through the air to "Fauromi- 
niurn in one day’, though distant frerrn Meta|)ontum 
some da3'S sailing. Hearing that his aged master 
Phcrecydes was dying of a loathsome disease in 
Delos, he w^ent thither, and exerted all his art to re- 
cover him ; and, when he w^as deadj having bjiricd 
him with all the ceremonies due to a father, he re- 
turned to Italy. 1 his instance of friendship is the 
last public action 1 find ixcorded in his life: the 
manner of his death is variously reported, as w'ell 
as the age at which lie died; the most profiable ac- 
count fixesst at eighty ycarsV as to the caVastfophe 
of his death, the relation n'lCistto b<; credited informs 
us, that one Cylon of Croton, a rich, ambitious^ 
and disorderly man, having offered himself to the 
college and been rejected by J^ythagrfras, was so en- 
raged thereby, that having collected a hired mob, he 
assaulted the house of Milo, when Pythagoras and 
his disciples were tlicte assembled, and l}urnt the 
house with every body in it, Pvo or thre;' excctited, 
who narrowly escaped. Pytlfagoras, to whom his 
disciples even in the last extremity paid a filial revc- 
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rcnce and attention, was solicitec\ to make his es-a 
<:ape ; but not being willing to expose hftnself to the 
people, as a fugitive anxious preserve life, when 
his friends 'svcrc on Ae point of perishing, he re- 
sisted their intreaties, and was burnt to death. 'To 
this acroiiiit 1 incline; but others cmit^d, that he 
escaped from the flames, and was killed V pursuit ; 
some relate that he took refuge in th*c Musfes* Tem- 
ple at Mctapontiim, where being kept irom victuals 
forty days he was starved; and other historians, 
^with as little probability on their side, say, that 
being pursued i<ftto a bean-plot, he there stopped, 
because he would not pass over prohibited ground, 
and yielded his throat to the pursuers. After his 
death, his surviving discjplcs were dispersed into 
(ircece and the neighbouring countries. 

I'hns perisberl rythagoias, thi Samian philoso- 
pher, founder of the Italian school, and the great 
lunnnary of the heathen world. 


NUMBER X. 


^“Iaving in my two fir^eding papers Seen at some 
pains in collectinigf an aftount of the life of Pytha- 
goras, from the many various unconncctcvd jiarti- 
culans scattered up and down in the works of the 
sophists and biographers touching that extraordinary 
H«ui, I now come to my main object, in whr^ I 
desire the reader’s attention, whilst I attempt to^^ 
^fchew in what manner the heathen writers have 
applied tlipse particulars in opposition tc» the life 
and actions of Christ ; this wmII be the st^bjeeJt of 
the present paper ; in my next 1 purpose to con- 
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•clude hy ansVvcning those arguments on which 
modern cavillers have grounded their reasonings 
against the 'gospel miracles ; a subject to which 1 
have been led by Dr. Mac-IVihders discourse, of 
which some notice has been taken in former paj)ers. 

It has bo^rf unfortunate for Pythagoras, that the 
writers ot<?ulian’s time, to pay court to the empe- 
ror,' shot* id have corrupted their account of him 
with so many fictions and absurdities ; for he was 
truly :) very wonderful man : but when they under- 
took to d^‘,preciate the charactci; of Christ, his doc- 
tnnes and miracles, b}^ ascribing actions to Pytha- 
goras equal, or, as they conceived, superior to what 
Christ had done u])on earth, tluw were driven to 
strange resources in deityyig their philosopher; for, 
in fact, the time was rather past for those delusions; 
deification after 6eath was the mos\ that could be 
altem])tcd, and even the . 7 /^^///^// Si(/i/s held its place 
in the heavens by a precarious tenure ; at the same 
time an ajwiheusis would not serve tlieir ])urpose ; it 
was necessary to make I'ylhagoras a'god or thcrSon 
of a god, and to gi\e him a supernatural birth from 
the womb of a virgin: tlicir ‘next business was to 
invent him with tlie power 'of working miracles ; 
but here some stubborn facts laid in iljeir way ; he^ 
had visited F.pimcnides in his last sickness without 
being abl^ U> prolong his lifc^ they were dPrivAi to^ 
ridiculous re^scmrccs ; aiidj -takin^.^. Abaris’s arrow 
in aid, sent their philosopher upon it through the 
air from Metapoiitum to 'rauiorninium ; because 
Christ had walked on the sea, Pythagoras rode 
through the skies ; because Christ had been forty 
daj^ lasting in ihe wilderness, Pythagoras was to 
be .forty days without food in the 'rcmple of the 
Muses at Metapontum ; becalse Christ 'descended 
into. Hades, and rose again from the dead, and ap- 
peared upon ^earth, Pythagoras descended to the 
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shades below, remained there a complete year, saw 
Homer, Hesiod, and other departed spirit*, returned 
upon earth wan and cn^aciated, and reported what 
he had seen in full assemWy of his disciples, whilst 
his mother, by his special direction bite c his de- 
scent, registered upon tablets all that pasW, and 
noted the times of his temporary dcarti aii\rcsuf- 
rection ; to carry on the competition, he was made 
to allay winds, tempests, and earthquakes, to cure 
diseases, whether of mind or body, and to foretcl 
td certain fishermen, wdiom he found at work, how 
many fish they should inclose in their net : the 
reader, who has consulted lk>rphyry and Jambli- 
chus, wmU call to rniud other comcidcncies. 

\A'ilh what superior, whal incontestiWe strength 
©f evidence does tj^e disciple of meet the dis- 

cijdc of l^ytli:'goras in this comparison between 
their masters ! Hie licathcii teacher was almost a 
miracle of cnulilion ; he tra\crsed the I'ast in pur- 
suit of science, collected knowlcvlgc, wherever 
it was* to be found, with umcmittiiig industry ; 
Christ lived in privacy and obscurity, educated only 
in the humble tiade and occupation id' his parents, 
to^wdiom he was obedient and desoted, till he set 
out upon the functions of his mission. 'I’he person 
oli the Jirstpwas captivatfng and comely, juft to be 
approached Init with^awe adoration, with pre- 
paratory pcjuinees aTid rigid iinti;;tioiis, with every 
artifice to &ct him ofi that human wit could devisjc ; 
the othSr was dts]$is('d upd rcfa icJ of p/cn , the sim- 
plest and the meekest being that e\cr walked tlje 
eartIF ; conversing liecly with all mcjii, presenting 
himself to the poor and lowly, to women and to^ 
little cluldren ; in him was no fmn of amp that 
men should %esirc ; ni ariilicc or trick to catch 
apjilause or to excite surprixe : if he cxtvclscif his 
miraculous power in healing the inlirm, or reviving 
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the dead, he did It in silence, and under injunction 
of secrecy, directing men to pay their thanks to 
God alone, and forbidding them even to call him 
good. No magic numbers, nor mystic symbols 
obsciircd *hio doctrines, but he delivered the simple 
system cK lus pure inorplity in little easy anecdotes, 
kv^ellcf^^’to tire capacity, and fitted to t!ie memory of 
the poorest and most illiterate. Frorn such he chose 
his disciples, that the wtsdom of this world might have 
no share in his ministry, and he rested upon the 
weakest agents the task of preaching and propagat- 
ing the sublimest religion. Gloomy enthusiasts have 
buried thernseives in desarts and caverns of the earth 
to brood in solitude and spend their days in penances 
ivnd prayei« ; ambitious innovators have been car- 
ried to the hrghest pitch of human greatness by 
becoming founders of a new religion ; but Christ 
taught his d'sciplcs neither to shun society, nor to 
disturb authorities ; be told them indeed that they 
filiould die for the faith they ])rofesscd, but it was 
not the death of soldiers, but of martyrs, they 
should sulfer, and these i>fccepts lie confirmed by 
his own example, being lei Lkv a lawh to the s/augh-^ 
Ivr \ if they who profes?* his religion wcic to practise 
it. Universal Love and Benevolence would obtain 
upon cSirih. t * 

But of the interniil ciadenc^s of Christ’s religion 
I am not now to speak \ so long as the distinctions 
bc|wecn good and evil exist, these can need no de- 
fence ; if inert agree in the one, trhey cannot differ 
or dispute about the other. With regard to the 
^gospel account of Chiist’s miracles, 1 may fee al- 
lowed, in general, to observe, that these forgeries of 
‘‘Porphyry and Jamblicliu» in imilation of them, 
wairant a fair presumpiidn, that if these writers 
ooulU hav'i disproved the authority of the Evange- 
lists and controverted the matter ot fact, they would 
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not have resorted to so indecisive ajid circuitous a 
mode of opposing them, as this which we arc now 
examining : men of such learnirl^ as thftse writers 
would not have risqued*extravagant fictions, merely 
to keep way with a history which they hud more 
immediate means of refuting : on the ot «er hand, 
if their absurdity should lead any man to^^uppose 
that they forged these accounts by way oi^)aro(fy 
and in ridicule of the gospels, the accounts them- 
selves give the strongest evidence to the cont^ry, 
and it is clear beyond, a doubt, tliat both Porphyry 
and Jamblichus «uan to be credited in tlieir histo- 
ries of Pythagoras, as seriously as Pliilostrutus does 
in his of Apollonius 'I'yancus. 

• This will more fully app.ear by referring to the 
tircumstanccs that occasioned these histories to be 
written. • ^ 

Christ having performed his miracles openly and 
before so many witnesses, it is not found that the 
matter of fact was ever questioned by any who lived 
in thaUage : on tfte contrar)", we see it was acknow- 
ledged by his ino.‘=;t vigilant enemies, the Pharisees : 
they did not deny the rniracle, but they ascribed it 
to the aid of the prince'of the devils ; so weak a 
si/bterfuge aj. aiest the evidence of their own senses 
probably satisfied neither themselves nor others ; if 
it had, *this accusation sorcery (being «eapital by 
their law, and alsf^by thsff oi the Romans) would 
have been heard of, when they were so much to 
seek for crimes, wherewith to charge him on his 
trial : if any man (hall object, that this is arguing 
out •f the gospels in favour of the gospels, 1 cowi- 
tend that this matter of fact docs not* rest solely oh 
t^e gos|)cl evidence, but also upon collateral historic 
proof ; for tl^is very argument of the Pharisee*, and 
this only, is made use' of by those Jews, wjioin 
Celsus brings in arguing against the Christian reli- 
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gion ; and lhor,e Jews, on this very account, rank 
Christ wi\ii Pythagoras; and I challenge the cavil- 
Icis again.H CJirist’s miracles either to controvert 
what is thus asserted, or t(^, produce any other argu- 
ment of Jevjish origin, except this ascribed to the 
Phariscci^ln' the gospel, either from Cclsus, as above 
mentioned, oj- any other WTiter. 

CcIsMs, It is well known, was a very learned man, 
and wrote in the time of Adrian, or something 
htteu ; this was not above fifty years after the date 
of ('hrist’s miracles, ('elsus did not controvert tl>e 
accounts of them, who were withcsscs of the mira^ 
rles, nor attcmjn to sliew any inconsistence or chi- 
canery in the i’acts themselves ; he takes up at 
second hand, the old Pharisaical argument of ascrib- 
ing them td the power of the devil : In short, they 
were ])erforme?l, he cannot deny it; there was no 
trick or artifice in the performance, he cannot dis- 
cover any ; the accounts of them arc no forgeries, 
he cannot confute them; they arc recent histories, 
and their authenticity too notorious to be called into 
question; he knows not how the miracles were 
])erformcd, and therefore they wore done by'lhe in- 
vocation of the devil ; he cannot patiently look on 
and see that learning, so long the gloiy (\f all civi- 
lized nJitions, and which he himself was^o tyi eir’- 
nent degrtfr ]>ossessed» of,^now brought into disgrace 
by a new religion, professing tt*be a divine revela- 
tion, and oiiginating from amongst the meanest and 
most odious of all tiie provincial lyitions, and pro- 
pagated by disciple?:, who were as much despised 
and hated by the Jews in general, as the Jews firerc 
By all other [^bople. Unable to disprove the ac- 
count, and at a lo?s how to parry it from hjjarsay;, 
or from w hat he fim^s in fojfmcr writo s, he has wo 
ather^ resource but to biing lorward again those ca- 
villing Pharisees, and roundly to assert in genera! 
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terms, (winch he does more than on#e) that these, 
mh iicles are all the frU ka of a sorcarr^ and'for this he 
expects the world should take hfs authotity. 

J liavc said that Cc4sus adduces neither oral nor ' 
written authority against (dirist’s myacles ; hut ( 
am well aware it ma}" be said, (and modern cavil- 
lers will affect to say it with triumph) that autho- 
rities are silent on the subject ; f/urc arc rimic n'hich 
inafa' foo/lw! of f/icsv vnracfcs^ at /cast muic hacr cotue 
(I nen to onr tiaics , — If this julcnce implies a w^jnt of 
collateral evidence, which, in the opinion of our 
"modern disbclie\«'s, vitiates the authenticity (>f the 
gospel, how much sUonger would the argument 
have been in (\*hsus’s time than in ours! Why does 
he not a\ail himself of it? .And why does he take 
• such pait)s to controvert accounts of wHiich no man 
had ever spoken-eithci in ])roof or disproof? May it 
not be fairly jircsumed, that he forbears to urge it 
from plain conviction, that it would operate the 
contrary Avay to wliat he wished, and that the 
reaso^ ^vhy coiRcmporary writers were silent, was 
not because they weie ignorant of the facts, but 
because they could not confute them ? Here tlicn 
we will leave the case for the ]>rcsont ; the heathen 
i^Tileis, c(^ it^mjiorary until C-hiist, make no men- 
tion of his miracles ; they are interested to disprove 
Them? ;nW they do nol^dispro\e them; modern un- 
believers tliink ihi^#i reasRSi that these miracles were 
never performed ; ( elsus writes fifty years alter the 
time,^iu vrr urges tliis silence as an argument for 
tlieir non-cxistf-iicc, but virtually, nay cxjirdssly, 
adj;nlts ('liri-^t’s miracles, by setting up Pythagoms’s 
in competition with them. • ^ ^ 

Neither is it Pythagoras alone he compares to 
K^hrisrt, he^t,ites ihc^crtormanccs of Aristets Pro- 
connesius mul Abaris^also. Of Aristcas, tl^e first 
account we have is in Herodotus, anti he gives it 
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only upon hearsay : he relates that it was reported 
of him, that he died at Proconnesus, and appeared 
there sevcii years ^iifter, and having written some 
verses, disappeared ; hut tbal* two or three hundred 
years after, he had ajipearetl again at Metapontum, 
where, b 3 ^sp'ccial direction of Apollo, he was wor- 
shipped a god : of Abaris, Celsus relates, that he 
rode thlough'the air on an arrow, passing over 
mountains and seas in his passage out of Scythia 
into Cirec'ce, and back again into Scythia. 

H f.ncc it came to pass that other heathen writers, 
after the example of Celsus, published their ac- 
counts of Pythagoras and Apollonius I'yaneus ; not 
so much for the purpose of giving the histories of 
those persons, as to set them up in opposition to 
Christ and his disciples. Porphyry composed the 
history of Pythagoras, after he h:Ld written fifteen 
books professedly against the Christian religion ; 
these were suppressed by the C'hristian emperors 
who succeeded Galicims, in whose time Porphyry 
wrote his history of Pythagoras rh the island of 
Sicily, whither he retired in disgust with the Em- 
peror for his favour to the Christians, and would 
have put himself to death <vith his own hand, if 
Plotinus had not prevented him. (^alienus sool. 
died, and the succeeding emperors being 'disposed 
to perscclil/^ the Christians, Porphyry piibash<?d his 
history. J.amblichus pnb!ishcd» his account of Py- 
thagoras in the reign of the Emperor Julian, with 
whom he was in high favour, as the letters of that 
Emperor sufficiently testify, llicrdtles also, in the 
time of Dioclcsian, published two books against the 
Christian religion under the title of P hilalelhas^ and 
for these was ]>romoted by Galerius from being 
chief jwdgc at Nicomedia t5 the govcrnm(?nt of 
Alexandria. Tlicse books 4re now lost, but we 
are inlbrmechby Eusebius they wcie mostly copied 
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from Celsus, and set up Aristeas, Pyftia^oras, and. 
Apollonius Tyaneus against C hr whom, he says, 
the Christians, on account of his doing* a few /t/vi- 
fyaU call a God, and*(^ncludes with these words, ’ 
viz. • That it is worth considering tha^ those things 
of Jesus are boasted of Peter and Paul, ^and some 
others of the like sort, liars and illiteriite ai^l impgs- 
tors ; but for thcje things of Apollonius, have 
Maximus and Damis, a philosopher, who lived with 
him, and Philostratus, men eminent for their learn- 
ing and lovers of truth.’ 

As for these w'ftnesses to Philostratus’ s legend of 
Apollonius, Maximus’s minutes go no farther than 
to two or three yenrs of Apollonius’s life passed at 
when he ^\'a^ about tw^enty years old ; and 
what he had fiom IJainis was a table-book of mi- 
nutes, which a nameless man, pretending to be a 
relation of Damis, brought to Julia the mother and 
wdfe of Caracallii, and were by her given to the 
Sophist Philob^tratus to dress up in handsomer 
langiSage. 

Such are the authorities for the legend of Philo- 

O 

stratus, \vrittcn above, a hundred years after the 
death of Apollonius, who died a few weeks after 
Empev-jf •Domitian, in the year of Christ 96. 
SThis^p^llonius was the sect of Pytha^ras, and 
the patroness of Phucmj^iatus’s *histoiy was the 
monster Julia, nUllher and wife to tlw detestable 
Caracalla. 
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It seems natural to suppose that any <Trcat and 
revelation of the Divine W ill should be au- 
thenticated to mankind by evidences proportioned 
to the Importance oi the communication. Cdiris- 
tians contend that in the purity and perfeftion of 
their rch^ifion, as it was taught by Christ, and in 
the miracles which he performed on earth whilst he 
Avas teaching, full and sutficient evidences are found 
of a Divine kcvclatiou. 

As for the religion of Christ it sj)eaks for itself, 
the book is open which contains it, and however it 
may have degenerated in piacticc through the cor- 
ruption of tlicin who profess it, there seems no dif- 
ference of opinion in the world us to the puruy and 
pcrtcction of its principles : pf these evidences ihcrc- 
iore, which are generally called internal, 1 have no 
need to sjieak. c 

Js it iipt possible to make, the same direct appea’ 
to the miracles as to the ^^Jigion of (’hrist ? Many 
centuries have revolved ?incc ihcy have ceased ; 
nature ‘has long since resumed her course, and re- 
tains^ no traces of them ; their evidences therefore 
are riot, like those ot Christ’s religion, internal, but 
hislijrical ; it must, however, be acknowledged, tliat 
they are historical evidences of the strongest sort, 
for the historians were eyc-\^inic.sscs of what they, 
relate, nnd their relations ngrp. 

It easy therefore to sec,* that if the system of 
Christianity is to be attacked, it is in this part only 
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the attack is to be expected. Thft has /iccordingly 
taken place in three different periods, ^ud in three 
different modes. ^ . 

The unbelieving Jevps, contemporary with Christ, 
before whose eyes the miracles were performed, 
could not dispute their being done, but they at- 
tempted to criminate the doer.by accusin^*^him of a 
guilty communiention with evil spirits, ascribing 
his su[)crnataral deeds to the power ot the devil. 
'I'hc heathens, who had not ocular demonstration, 

• but could not contest facts so well established, inat’e 
their attack upon his miracles, instancing others 
who had done things altogether as wondcrtul, viz. 
Pythagoras, Aburis, Apollonius, and otiieis. 

'l^hus the matter rested for many ag;;s, till modern 
cavilleis withii^ the pale ol the it/hristiari church 
struck upon a new arguiuent for an attack ujioii 
Christ’s miracles; and this argument having been 
woven into a late publication, whose historical 
me rit puts it i^to general circulation, many ivtailers 
oi iRfidelity, (and J)r. Mac-lntidel amongst the rest) 
have caught at it as a discovery of importance, and 
as they have contrived to connect it with topics of 
more erudition than the generality of people are 
furnish *.d wiVn, on whom they practise, it bus bee* ii 
’propagated witli som# success, wjiere it lias had the 
advantage of not being jnulerstood. 

The 'strength ^f this argument liesm the disco- 
very, that contemporary authorities are silent on 
the Subject of*Christ\s miracles: naturalists aijd the 
authors, who record all curious and extraordinary 
events of their own or of preceding times, mHK%no 
mention of the wonderful things which C hrist i^^ 
said, to have done ii* the land oI' .1 udiea ; in shi>rt, 
the Evangelists are le|(t alone in the account, and yet 
some things are related by them too generaWin tlieir 
extent, anti too wonderful in their iiaturt^ to have 
Q 3 
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been passed over in silence by these authors, or in 
other words not to have had a place in their col- 
lections : the elder Pliny and Seneca they tell us 
were living at the time of Christ’s passion ; the 
Kvangelists relate, that there was darkness over the 
face of the earth when Christ gave up the ghost, 
and this c'arkness was miraculous, being out of the 
course 01 nature, and incidental to the' divinity of 
the person, who was then offering up bis life f^or 
the reuemption of mankind. Against the veracity 
of the gospel account relative to this particular pro- 
digy the attack is pointed ; and they argue, that if 
it extended over the wheJe earth, elder Pliny and 
Seneca, with all others who were then living, must 
have noticed it ; if it wa's local to the province of 
Judiea, men of their information must have heard 
of it ; each of these philosophers has recorded all 
the great phsenomena of nature which his curiosity 
and care ( oultl get together, and Pliny, in particu- 
lar, has devoted an entire chapter to eclipses of an 
exirarndinary nature, yet docs not mention this at 
the Passion : the detection of light which followed 
C'aesar’b murder, was not to hz compared with what 
the gospel relates of the preternatural darkness at 
the 1‘assion, and yet most of the wiitcis of that age 
have recor led the former evert, v/lnlst all a’‘c silent 
as to the latter — hire fore i^^did mt huppvn. 

I'his 1 believe is a fVir state of tfie argument, and 
if tlicre be any merit in the discovery, it certainly* 
rests ^ith the moderns; lor neither* Celsus, Por- 
phyry, nor his disciple Jamblichiis, have struck 
upon it, though^ the first-mentioned wrote against 
i^'hristianity in tl?e time of Adrian, who succeeded 
to the empire eighty years afterZ-hrist’s passion.; as 
for Seneca, he died about thirty years, and elder 
Pliny th^’ce and forty years after C'hrist. 

The fathers of the church, it seems, arc divided 
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in opinion as to the darkness af (Christ’s passion 
being general to the whole e:cth, orjocal only to 
.huhea. As the decision of this point does not afr 
foct ihc general qucstil^n, the abettors of the argu- 
ment are willing to admit wdth Origen, Beza, and 
others, that the prodigy should be understood as 
local to that pa’^t of the wwld, to which'-^is other 
miracles were confined, and to whose conviction, if 
it really happened, it is natural to suppose it should 
be sjK’cially addressed. 

• vMlowing th^, these reasoners contend that it 
must of ncccssit}^ have been reported to Rome, and 
tiiat report must have been known to Seneca and 
elder riin)% and, being known, must have been re- 
corded -by one or both.* 'i'hesc positions merit 
examination. * • 

'i'he first point to be taken for granted is, that 
the miracle of the three hours darkness upon the 
])assion of Christ must necessarily have been rc- 
j)ortcd to Ronn' : this report was cither to come m 
the state dispatches of the IVocurator Pilate to the 
Court of I'lberius, or from private communications : 
of the [)robabiiity of Rie first case the reader must 
Judge for himself from circumstances; it is merely 
fatter of spA:ulation : it involves a doubt at least, 
^v4ie^her*hc ProcurateC would scewre^ons per- 
sonal, as well as ^olitic}^, against reporting to the 
court an event, which at best tended to his own 
crimination, and which, if he had dclivere'd it for 
truth* might have alarmed the jealousy, or roused 
th^ resentment of his sovereign. The idea enter- 
tained by the Jews of deliverance from the Ronmn 
yoke b}' their expected IVIessias. was too general to 
have Tscaped the kiRiwlcdgc of their watchful ty- 
rants, and It docs not| sccni likely any Roman go- 
vernor of that province would be forward to^report 
an}’^ miracle, or miracles, that had refere»ce to a 
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person, whp having set up a new religion declared 
himself that. very V^ssias, which the Jewish pro- 
l>hccies loretolcl should appear /o extirpate the Cien- 
tile idolatry: if this ])e a f.eason for the Homan 
Procurator in Judaea to be silent on the subject, it is 
iio Jess so lor the people of Rome to reject the re- 
])OKs of Chr'uaiaiis themselves, it they ventured 
any ; and as for the unbelieving Jews, it is not to 
be expected they would contribute to spread the 
eviden’ce.s <;i C-hrist’-s divinity. 

The next j)oint to he taken for granted in the ar- * 
gurnent under examination is, tliat this report, if 
actually made, must have been known to the plii- 
]()so])her Seneca, and the naturalist Pliny ; and i 
tliink it may .fairly be allowed, that an event of tlii.s 
sort could not wtoli tail of coming tg the knowledge 
of Seneca, and even of Pliny (tiiough he died forty- 
three years after the time), if the government in 
Tiberius’s reign had been made acejuainted with it 
by authority, and had taken no mc^isurcs for sup- 
pressing it, or any acrounts ])ublishcd at the ‘time 
respecting it ; for after all, it must he observed that 
this event not being found in Pliny’s Natural Plis- 
tory, nor in Seneca’s Plncjuiries, does not by anj^ 
means decide the question against uhy occountFf' 
being published- l^nt leaves ibfiStill open to (^ynjector® 
(and with some reason), -^/lat such accounts might 
have been siijiprcssed by the heathen emperors. 

But waving any I'urtlicr discussion of this point, 
we ^ill jiass to the third and last positlorf ; in 
which it is presumed, that if this preternatural 
eclipse at Christ’s passion was known to Seneca 
and Pliny, one Or both must have recorded it in 
their works. * • • 

This J think is begging a (question vc. y hardly to 
be'grainted ;*for thei,e writers must have stated the 
event, either as a thing credible, or doubtful, or in- 
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credible; they must either have grounded it upon 
authority, or reported it upon hearsay ; they must 
have admitted it with ks date and circumstances at 
the very crisis when it h^ipencd, and in that case 
w^hat would have been the consequence of such a 
publication ? The Christians w'ould naturally have 
made the application to the passion of Chrii'ig, an^ 
how dangerous was it for a heathen to admit a fact 
open to such an interpretation ? A Roman phi^so- 
pher, giving a serious history of extraordinary and 
pYodigious events, ^would make his court but ill to 
a heathen persecuting emperor, by admitting this 
into the account, unless it w\'\s to confute it : now 
this does not appear to have been in contemplation 
.with Seneca or Pliny in any part of thek writings; 
each of these authors tells us what*he credits and 
wishes to be credited, not what he disbelieves and 
wishes to confute : the defection of light at the 
time of Caesar’s death was the creed ol the court ; 
the hi.storians, njfturalists, and even the poets, cele- 
brated that pha:nomcnon, and it did not lose in 
their relations ; but in the case of the darkness at 
C hrist’s death, a bclievfir in Him and his miracles 
djaws a stronger argument for his belief from the 
swnce of Seneca and Pliny, than any caviller can 
ulSl^agaiiiit it from the €amc cirewWrWHVie^; if we 
admit they knew it^^and ^t did not record it, are 
we not belter founded in supposing they were silent, 
because they could not controvert the fa<5t, than our 
opponents are in saying it did not jiass, becatise 
they^do not mention it ? It is too much to require 
of witnesses, that they should dejiose to a fadt 
which is to convict themselves: 1 must therefore 
appeal -to ilic candid reader, whether a philosKipher 
writing in t%e court c^’ Nero, who had chargcii 
the C'hristians with the burning of Uoirtc, anfl was 
devking terrible and unheaid-of modes of tofturing 
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them upon this charge, who had beheaded Paul and 
crucified Peter for preaching Christ and the re- 
demption of mankind earned by his Passion ; whe- 
ther a heathen philosopher, 1 say, writing at this 
very lime an account of extraordinary, but what he 
delivers as true, events in nature, would venture 
u])on pitting into his account a miracle, tending to 
tonfirin the divine nature and mission of that per- 
son, whose immediate tollowers w^ere then suffering 
under the most determined persecution ? No heathen 
writer in his senses would havf ventured to give 
but-li an account. Peter and Paul declared for the 
miracle, and were martyred for their doctrine ; the 
gospel account declared for the miracle, and no one 
Konian writer controverted the assertion-; this wa§ 
the time for f^cneca, for Pliny 9 nd other heathen 
writers to cry out against the glaring fiction, ‘ Do 
the CJhri&tians say there was a gencial darkness when 
their master expired? We appeal to the fact against 
them ; it reached not us at Rornef* the light of that 
day was like the light of other days : Do tfiey say 
it w^as partial to Judasa only ? Be it so ! We meet 
them on their ow n ground ; wc appeal to the Pro- 
cuiator Pilate, to the noble Romans resident in 
Judaea, to the soldiers, to the ver^’ cent jrion wj/.o 
attended }y: cv j^ution, td^witness against thimia- 
jiudcnt attack upon mcifCs sen^s. Let them pretend 
that he healed the sick, cured the lame, turned water 
into wune, or performed a thousand other juggling 
tricks, but darkness over a whole province can be 
confuted by the testimony of a whole province, 
Cncl to this wc appeal.' Was this said ? Was this 
appeal made ? Strange perversion of reason to turn 
that iijto an argument against a thing, which secius 
conclusive lor it ! at least no negat^e can come 
neart^r to conclusion, than contemporary silence in 
a case'EO open to confutation, had it not been true. 
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But Seneca and elder Pi my did not see the q;o^el — 
Let it pass ; let us grant all that the*arguipcnt sup- 
poses ; why are we told of no c^futatipn of this 
miracle by any heathery writer contemporary with, 
or pofterior to the gospoi account of the Passion ? 
The assertion of a preternatural event, so generally 
notorious, must have been open to proof. Would 
Celsus have overlooked it? Would not Lucian lia\«e 
taken it up ? Should not we hear of its having been 
urged by Porphyry, who was so voluminous a con- 
troversialist ? Should not we meet it in Juliati or 
Philostratus? Shoyjld we hear nothing that could 
lead us to believe it was controverted by Jambli- 
chus, or Hicrocles in his books entitled Philaletlics ? 
Tf the silence of the heathen writers is to be apjjealed 
to for the purpose of impeaching Christ’s miracles, 
let the appeal be ipade ; whilst we confine ourselves 
to the defence of those miracles only, which arc 
recorded in the Gospels and Acts of the A[>ostles, 
neither the silence of ancient, nor the eloquence of 
modern opponent#, can shake the records on which 
v-e ground our faith. 


NUM^f^ 




At the same time that it is fair to suppose there 
mus^ be more than ordinary merit in men, who rUe 
to great opulence and condition in Jife from low^ 
beginnings, all the world must be sensible of the 
dUnger ‘attending fudd<?ii elevation, and how^ very 
apt a man’s llcad is to .turn, who climbs an emi- 
nence to which his habits have not famlliairized 



72 OBSERVER. NO 12* 

him.‘ A mountaineer can tread firm upon a preci- 
pice, anti vValk erect without tottering along the 
j)atb that. windsi%itself about the craggy cliff, on 
which he has his dwelling ;^\vhilst the inliabitant of 
the valley travels with affnigbt and danger over the 
giddy pass, and oftentimes is precipitated from the 
heighth to perish in the gulph beneath Ids feet. 
Such is'the late of many, who by the revolutions 
of forfune are rais'ed to lofty situations : it is gene* 
rally the lot <^f such people to make lew friends ; in 
theit danger there arc none to give them warning, 
in their fall there are few to aiTojd them pity. 

This IS not the case with them, who are born to 
the dignities they enjoy ; the sovereign, whose 
throne is his inheritance, meets with pity and in-? 
dulgencc; pity for the cares inseparable from hiij 
condition, indulgence for the facings and excesses 
incidental to hereditary greatness ; but the man who 
is the maker of his own fortune, acts on a stage 
where every step he takes will be observed witli 
jealousy; amongst the many thoiiisands who arc set 
to watch him, let him leilrct how many hearts 
there arc, rankling with disci])j>ointed pride,* and 
envying him the lot, wdiicli in their own conceit at 
least their merit had a better title to : when such a 
man appears, it is the common ert— / ‘mwot /y./r 
that vp^Uirf — At the,fiaine therefore ^h a UitmMst 

be allowCcVinorc naturjj^ro excuse the proud looks 
of the high, than the proud ftoks of the low, still 
it is mo bad caution to beware of giving easy faith 
to'rcports against those, whom st,' many uifsuccess- 
ful people are interested to decry ; for though fortune 
^efan do mighty things amongst us, and make great 
men in this world, slie cannot make friends. 

If caution be necessary f(kr such as are only lock- 
ers dn upon these sudden changes ki the scene of 
Jifey^ how^much more wai^ should ne be, who by 
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fortune’s favour is the ador in it ! •Tftne past ami • 
present so abounds in examples jp put him on his 
j^uard, that if he will not profit by example, what 
hope is there that precept will avail ? I’hat a;iy man 
should grow arrogant who has once been dependant, 
is as unaccountable for the folly of the thing, as it 
is for the baseness of it; it is as if a pedagogaie 
should turn tyrant, because he lemernbers have 
smarted under the lash of the master when a school- 
boy ; and yet there seems a principle in somi na- 
tures that inclines thvin to this despicable species of 
revenge, by whichihcy sacrifice all claim to reason, 
reputation, or religion. Dionysius, though the 
cruellest of all tyrants, had moderation in a private 
^station, and made a good arfd patient schoolmaster; 
he handled the sejeptre like a rod, apd tlie rod as he 
should have done a sceptre. Are we to conclude 
from this and other instances, that humanity may 
be learnt by those who descend from power, but 
that men bccorni? tyrant'^ b}^ ascending to 

Is tficrc in nature any thing so ridiculous as pride, 
so self-destructive, so absurd? The man who rises 
out of humble life must have seen it, felt it, and 
reinarked its folly ; he must have been convinced 
tAt pride depfives itself of its own proper object; 
fAiH^try ^roud man, vjjKb q g ripcjfority on 

the score of rank, or wc^ith, or titles', f&rfeits that 
better interest will? mankind, which would have 
credited him for superiorities of a far nobler quality 
than tfiose on which he grounds his silly arrogaijee ; 
Hoji^ strange is it therefore, when the man, who has 
seen through the weakness of this passion in oth?r^ 
whilst below them in condition, should fall into the 
s ame lolly when he rutes to be their equal ! And yet 
it happens c^ery day. What is so hateful to*a poor 
man as the purse-proifd arrogance of, a licbonfi? 
Let fortune shift the scViie and make the pcv>r man 
vor.. xj.K \\ 
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lirh, lie runs ai oner into the vice that he dcclaiim d 
against so/crlinoy ; these are strange contradictions 
in the human character. One should have tltought 
that Pope Sixtus W mighj. have recollected liiinbell' 
enough to he hunthle, thongli Pasquin had never 
rciniiRl< d hhn of it; but neitlin he, nor Breket, nor 
V/oIsev, had any moilcration in their spirit, though 
prolcssmg a religion -whose vrrj" essence is humilit}*. 
In modern times, the philosfipher's stone s^*cins 
to liavc been found by our adventurers in the i\asr, 
where beggjars have become pilnccs and pnne(‘s )ui\ t: 
hectjii^c beggars; if Ren .fonson was now living, 
cou]<l he have ])ainlcd the^c u|>stait \o]uptuarieB 
more to the life, than b}^ the following animated 
description ? 


** I "A'iil liiivr'all my hrfh blown iijr, sfijtrd, 
Down U too liael ; .uw! then niv ovtil io(*ni 
Fill’d with siu'b i>icluu ''., a-* T'livnu^' looL 
Fiom Flejihanti^, and dull Aiciim* 

Hut coldly imitated - ■ M> niwtN 

t’ll hci\<‘ of jKMfuine, N.i])oui’d 'bout Vbr looni^ , 

'To lose oin-ivKcs in, and mv bailis, lik(’ pit.. 

To fall into, fiom \dn*ncr we will roino Cortii, 

And roll iis<’i^ m ‘>;ossamovT and los^^; — 

Aiv jTKT't slull all come in in Indi.in sli*‘l[«^, 

Disbt's of<ientc '.et in j’'dd,a»id ptuddLd 
Wiy^ i-nu raids, jnnlhs, and ridiits. 

The .rjVioirnisr, an?l c.ihn-ls’ bbcls *• 

Boil’d in the ‘.pint of sof^-hicl dissolv'd punl, 
(Apiciiis'' <lict ’giihst ih^* vj)i!fprir) 

And 1 will ‘'at brotb«. with spoons c)l‘ amber, 

Headvd with diamond a id carhnneb;. 

IVIy foot-boy sbatl oat phcasarits; I liivsidf vidll have 
The beards of barbtl.s >crv’d iuKlead of sallads; 

Oil’d jTUi^hrooius and thr swc-lliiif^ nnetuous' paps 
Of a fat pirjrnant sow, nrwlv cut off, 

3)resS''d with an exquisite an I poignant sauce, 

Tor v/liich I’ll say unto my cook, th' res <p')icl, 

<to fortli and be a ]:ni«fit’— My shirts 
i*li have'of taflcia sarsiu t, soft and lifjrht 
As colivvebs, and fa all in othev raunent, 
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3t shall be siic-h as might provoktj the Pt-r^ian, 

Weiv he to teach tiie world liot e-iicv* • 

My glo\(“; of h&h's and bird\ skins 
With guiJis <»f‘ paradis.; and eastern air — 

*■* .i;. And do)ou tifliiK to ]^a^e i hr. stone ui^li 
*]. No, 1 do llunk to hjve all tills illi the 

aicm Mli>T. 


These are strontij colours; and though he has 
dipped his pencil pietty ]ibc*rally into tlio of 

the anc ients, he has linely inix.etl the composition 
with tints of !hs own ; to speak in the suine t^uie, 
lye may say ol this skctcdi, that it is in the very best 
style of liic masted 

As J should be loth however to ofier none but 
instances of the lAbiise of prosperity, 1 am happ^' in 
recollcciing one veiy singular example of tlie con- 
*trivry sort, though 1 go back lo time:f far distant 
from our own fetch it. 


Pi SI STRATUS TO SoLON. 

> am neitlirr wiihout example in seiz-ing the 
tyranny, nor vviihoiU claim ; forasmuch as 1 derive 
from Codrus, and take no more by force, than 1 
should have inherited by riglu, il’thc Athenians had 
J^ver violat'.tUthose oaths* of allegiarue, which in 
ijtr^s^pa^ confirmed t ga 1 1 v e of ijjy ances- 
tors, 1 live here w i the* v^ot refit* ' u/U'ITf^^s men or 
gods; neither traiif^ressihg your laws myself, nor 
permitting others to transgiess them : dudge- there- 
fore, h' the constitution you have given to Athens 
is not saicr under my administration, tlian if e,ii- 
truited lo the discretion of the people : no nian ^juf- 
fers wrong under my government, •nor do 1 expect 
qny new contributions from my people, content- 
ing myself ivitli the tenths of theii produce*, as by 
ancient usage establislicd ; and these 1 ap^ily jaot 
“ * to those of tlie state, for 
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defraying ciril , and religious exprnccs, and as a 
provision for the t'utiiic exigencies of war. Against 
you, Solon, I harbour no ill-will, convinced that in 
3 'our opjiosition to my measures, you acted upon 
jmbiic, nt)t personal, motives : you could not foresee 
what use 1 was to nrakc of j)owtT, and if you could 
have foreseen it, J will persuade myself you would 
neither have traveled my interests, nor withdrawal 
3 ’ourself from 3 "nur country; return therefore, 1 
conjure you^ return to Athens, and believe me on 
the word of a king 3 ^ou have .nothing to fear from 
Pisistiatus, who has not the h^art, as you well 
know% to annoy even his enemies, much less so 
excellent a citizen as Solon : come then, if you arc 
so disposed, and be received into the number of my 
dearest friends ; but if 3 'ou arc resolved against re- 
tuining, remember It is your owri choice ; and if 
Solon is lost to his country, Pisistratns is acquitted 
of being the cause of it. Farewell.’^ 


SoCON TO PlSlSTRATUS. 

I can readily believe that you are incapable of 
doing me any injury, if 1 was to return to Athens; 
before you was a tyrant I was your friend, and 
now no otherwise than ^ 

must be,'wSo1s 5(averse \o your usurpation, \Vhe- 
iher it is better to be governed \)y the wall of one 
iinari, ur by the laws of the cfimmonwealth, let 
every individual judge for himself; if 1 could prefer 
a tyrant, ceitainly of all tyrants 1 should preler^i- 
sistiatus. As to m}'^ returning to Athens, 1 do not 
think it for my honour, after having founded the 
constitution of my country upon principles of free-^ 
dom, t\> come home upon motives of convenience, 
and give a scandal to mankirj'd by appearing to ac-< 
quiesce under that tyranny vj^nich you have torcibly 
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iissiinicd, but which I, when voliiht^rlly offered, * 
thought proper to reject. Farcwfll.” • 

• 

7’he above letters ar^ to be found in Diogenes 
Laertius, but the learned reader knows they are ge- 
nerally .supposed interpolations of tlic sophists; it 
must be owned however they arc characteristic t>f 
the wiilcrs, and, though they ought not to*bc le- 
ceived as facts in history, may be read as a s[>ecch 
in I -ivy or (Guicciardini. 'The following ariecTlt>tes 
will tlirow a stronger ii^^ht upon t’uc cliaractcr of 
Tbsistratus, and as llieie is no reason to cjuestioii 
their authenticity, they will be uuwvnhwerable wit- 
iics'^es to tlic in question, 

• “ At an entcrtuimnent given by Pisistratus to 

some of his intln^tUcs, 'rhrasi])pus, #i man of violent 
and enilauicd wntli wine, took some occa- 
sion, not K'corded, to break out into the most viiu- 
lent abuse and insult: l^isislratu.s, who hid made 
no reyly to liis kivectivcs, fearing that the lesti\ity 
of liLS guobts should be interrupted by the miscon- 
duct oi’ riirasippuH, who was now gv)t up riiid 
leaving the room, rose*fiom his seat and eniicated 
Ijiiu to sta^ ..assuring him that nothing he had saul 
^Jould be jemembered to h:s disadvantage ; insie id 
cn by con«lc- 

sceuding, tlic brut;^ drun!^Sirdd)ec.\mv more iurioirq 
and after venting all the foulest wools a ^heated 
imagination could suggest, wdih a violence shocking 
*') decency and loathsome to relate, siuklenly tiwinal 
u[}#n i’isistratus, as he was soliciting Iiim to take 
his seat at the table, raid spate in tace. I. i>#a 
an insult so intolerable, the wdiole company rose as 
one ifian, and in paTticular Plippias and Hippar- 
chus, sons 4f the tyrant, were with difficulty pre- 
vented from killing him on the spot.* ’I'h® inter- 
position of risistratuJi^saved Thrasippus,# anti he 



OBSERVER. 


7S 




' Tvas suffered to home without any violence to 
his persorii ‘next morning brought him to lus 

senses, anti he appeared in tl.'c jirescncc of Pisistra- 
tus with all proper humilfi}^ expecting to receive 
the punishment he merited. What must have been 
his self-cc'nviction and reproach, when he was again 
reteived with the utmost complacency 1 Penctiatcd 
to the heart with recollection of his l)eliaviour, and 
the unmeiitcd pardon he had met w’iih, he was 
jiroceeding to execute that vengeance on himself, 
which he was conscious he deser\.‘d, by rushing on 
his sword, when Pisistratus again interposed, and 
seizing his hand st(jpt the stiokc ; n« -t ©ontent with 
this, he consoled him with the mo^t soothing cx- 
])ressions, aw;uicd him of his most entire iotgiveness, • 
and having juif him at peace whli himself, rein- 
stated him in his favour, and received him again 
into the number of his intimates/* 

Thougli it is scaice possible to find nn instance 
of good-nature in any man's cbarc^ct<r Miperfor to 
the above, I am tempted to add the following anec- 
dote, not only as a corroborating evidence, but f rom 
the pleasure one naturally takes in heaving oi relating 
facts that make so much to the honouo of huma' 
nature, and which inspir/'. ,0ie heart with a love 

i • if' £' 

mankinds v; * 

“ llirasi/ncdes, a ycun^* Athe'cjan, luul the auda- 
city to jorce a kiss upon the daughter of Pisislralus, 
as she was walking in ]>ublic jiroecssion at ^ icli- 
gious solemnity; transported by the violence of his 
pasi^on, and considering that he hud already cctn- 
rn^tted an unpardonable offence, he sei7cd her per- 
son, and forcibly conveying Jier on board n ship, 
put to with her on his passage to /I'gina*; the 
sons of Pisistratus pursueej^ arid ovtiiook him, 
bringin'g him* in person befo^ their father: Thra- 
simedes/ ■without betraying ^'Vny inaiks of fear, itn- 
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mediately declared himself perfectly^ pi^pared to* 
meet any punishment Pisistranis ?houl(i<hink fit to 
decree ; for, having imiscarricd m his attcm[)t, and 
lost the object for width alone he wished to live, 
all consequences became imUtf'erent ; disappoint- 
merit, not death, was his punishment; and when 
the greater evil had been tuliereil, he had Idtle ap- 
prehension ior the lesser. — Having said tliis, he 
waited his sentence; when Pisistratus, after long 
siic’fue, bieaking out into adirination at the resolu- 
fjon of I hrasirneit's, instead ol punishing his auda- 
city, rewarded his jiassion by bestowing his daugh- 
ter upon him in marriage.’* 


NUMBER Xm. 


l^on /am lUud qft(£ro^ nl me iJititjrat ilUf 

quod non itotis^esly esse jmdira I't lU ; 

Ij ^c' ihiUrt. oj in, ii U'lrurn hunt’ dtponeve morbum. 

* CATULLUS. 

Ix^’S^bccfimc a very gainful 'it A‘iTJT5?ir small- 
ware venders of lit^wature^o (xpose certain pamph- 
lets in shop windows and upon stalls in alleys and 
thorough-lares, which, if any police was kept up iu 
this great cajiital, would be j)Ut dowm by the bivil 
magistrate as a public nuisance; 1 mean 'rrials#for 
Adultery, the publishers of which«are not content 
with setting down every thing inhathn from their 
short-hand records, which the scrutinizing ntcessitjr 
of law draw^out by ptunted interrogatory, but they 
are also made to alluie^e curiosity of the p^sengcr 
by tawdry engravings, lu which the heroine of the 
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taL" h displayed In effitry, and the most indecent 
scene ot her a!nom\ selected as an eye-trap to attract 
the yor.th ol' both sexes, and by debaucliinc; the 
morals of the rising generation, k^*ep up the stock 
in trade, and feed the market with I’rebh c'ases for 
tile Comui^)ns, and fresh supplies for the retailers of 
indecency. 

it the frequency of our divoixcs is tluib to be en- 
couraged because they make spurt for the lawyers, 
U riitiy be wise to too no p:c.vcntives against the 
plague or small-pox, because liieyicut out work for 
the doctors, llj)nn this pniicl]>le a piudent father 
will breed up his sons civilians, and furnish out a 
library lor Ins dnughtcis wltli these eddying vo- 
lumes; and Ffonce lliey lake kindly to theiv studies, 
there is no It'.ar'ol their Ininging ^custom to their 
brothers, and diiving a trade, as it is called, for 
tiieii tamilics. A convenient ne-‘.t cif these trials, 
neatly bound and gilt at the Imc’kf., will serve both 
as eltgant luriiiturc to tluir ch)M*is Ar bed( han^'bers, 
and as rq^ositones ot seieiu'e, nive treatises on the 
( hanc'es t<j make ihein skilful in the ganu*. If they 
are afraid of tlnnr iiushancls looking into their libia- 
ry, they may find out a hunvlred devic’esfor lettcrimx 
them at the back; call them— * 

Ahfrrii'd Z 'fef o/' ///r- Irat'fitd 

' / aU (%, v — Cuiium nlanva on 

f/w ^lai rn/L'v.lf’/ — Dca/tsts on l^u'^f^nnin — or by any 
othci title, which their wit needs no jiromp^ng to 
‘ cJcvhie. 

Anotlier circumstance of the times, wliich •vill 
gteatly aid lhei» in their studies, is, that they have 
It daily and hourly m their jj<>\ver to resort to the 
fouiituiji-head for authority, and consult the very 
ladies themselves, who art* the heioinc^ of these in- 
terestlA^ nuiTativcs. Thesciuiepts in tlic art are to 
be seen in all places, aud/spokefi to at all hours. 
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without hindrance of business, or.hiiowledge of a. 
bed-fellow- As these disfranchisjjd mat/ons or ex- 
wives keep the best company, and make the best 
llgures in all fashionallie ciicles, a scholar may re- 
ceive instruction withoift slander, and j>rostitute her 
honour without risquing her reputation; a hufband 
must be a brute indeed, who can object to this so- 
ciety, and a wile must h<‘ a fool i'jdeed w^ho ijocs not 
jirorit by it; when a new-mniTied w'oinan receives 
these privileged ladies in her house, she secs aw once 
the folly of being virMious, for they are the merriest, 
the loudest, the bt^t followed, tind the most admired 
of all their sex , they never disgrace their characters 
by a pusillanimous repentance, they never baulk 
* their ]j1casures liy a stupid wfonnation, but keep it 
•nj> with spirit, like leh'ns that dic^lmrfl at the gal- 
lows, tvi the moment of their lives. Most of 
them many again, and ate so much belter than their 
neighbours, as they are made honest women twice 
over: and that rtpututitin must be more than com- 
monly ten dici, \vli ich two coats of ])laister Will not 
keej^ together. 

As a further temptation to our young wives not to 
wait the Udiouscourse of nature, but to niaket'»em- 
sAves w'id( v\»s#ot living Jiusbands, as soon as they 
ejig, they will lecollect, they ensure a^\antages 
to iRcmsefves thereby, wlj^h waiura/S'iSffvvs tio not 
enjoy ; (or in the ‘^rst juace they avoid a year’s 
mourning, w'hich is a consideration not to be despis- 
ed ; ilk the next place, they have precedents for f^iar- 
rying in the lirst w^eck of their widowhood; and as 
it iiflhe gemeral practice tochuse their gallants, tfc^ 
certainly run no risque of taking a ^ep in the dark, 
Y'hich widow^^ somelirics liave been suspected to re- 
pent ot'; thirdly, they escape all bickerings aftd jea- 
lousies, whicli disturb |he peace ofliimdies, by the 
common practice of laches putting their'scco/d bus-* 
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band In mind ofwliat their first husband would have 
done, or would have iVud on this or that occasion, 
had he been alive. — T/iini^s zi'tre nol in ninjirsc 

dand'^s time — Oh that mi/ p'twf husband 'n'cre Inm^ J be 
M’oidd not at/ffer ibus or that ihni*r to pass^ this or that man 
to vsr me after &mh a mroner — arc familiar cxpicdimis 
in tlief'amiljr dialof;ues of second wives in the regular 
order; ^-wlu teas the Jne^ulars never cas.t iIjcsc luunts 
in the teeth of their spouses, be< a.usc they know the 
answe,r is ready at liaiul, if <hey 

The Irregulars have also irecujcnt opportunities of 
shewing their affabditv and swVeiness of temjier, 
upon meeting their iirst luisliauds in public places 
and mixed companies ; the graceful acknowledgment 
of a rcsiX'Cti’id curtsy, .» down cast look ul modes-t 
sensibility, or tlic pietty llutter of embarrassment, 
are incidents upon an unexpected leiicontre, which 
a well-bred woman knows how to make llie most ol, 
and arc sure to draw the eyes oi the coin])any upon 
her. 

Jf on the other hand a lady on licr divorce o'liuscs 
to revive her maiden title and take post in her former 
rank, the law will probably give her back as good 
a title to her virgin name, av^it found her with. She 
also has her advantage.^; for at the ^^amc lime ll/*t 
she is free from the tncu,»;»iy'uiices of matriniomy^e 
escapes t lRVUimmya f y ellation of old maitl : SuUi a 
lady has th^ privilege of public |>laces without being 
pinned to the skirls of an old diowager, like other 
misses; she can also indulge a natural piiss^on lor 
gaming to a greater length than spinsters ciroe to go ; 
sheacan make a repartee or smile at a double eiftcn- 
<JVe, when a spinster only bites her bps, or is put to 
the troublesome resource of hc>v fan, wbea she ought 
to blush, but cannot. 

.Before I turned my mind Ivo refle ct u'pon these and 
Other ’Advantages so prepcMderating in favour of 
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divorces, T used to wonder why oiy l5gislntu*re was 
j)artial to suitors, and ^avc .mirh notori6us encou- 
ragement and facility to Act.-, of Parliament for their 
reliefandaccommodatHDn ; I now seethe t^ood policy 
of the measure, and how much the ease of his ma- 
jesty’s ^<)('d subjects is thereby coiifulted. It is 
coidls^e/l thcie is a siioit monition in the decalogue 
this .practice, but nf>bo<3y iii.sjsts vj[)on it ; 
there aie aKo some texts ^eattcred uj) and down in 
holy wilt to the ‘■nine puiport, but no welj-brecl 
preac her ever }landl(^}^ sin h tc-pic^in liis pulpit ; and 
if a line lad) shoiWd. ever read a e]iaj>Ter in lh{‘. bible, 
or hear it read to her, it is \<ry easy to skip over 
those jiassa^vs, ami (". u\ jiolitc j>eison knows it is 
better to m<ike a lijeach in ;iny tiling, tlum in good 
* manners to a lad) • 

Our Pin, li^h funrs, by tlic fiTCpienc)’’ of llieir in- 
rontlnoiiee, aiul the divorces thence ensuing, have 
not on!)' iuriiislied cut a ino'-t amusing library to 
ycning studants c»f both M*\es, but lliey have eifeetu- 
ally TlMrie\(d the < haiai ters of our wiv'*s troiii sink- 
ing • into c onteni])^ with foreigners, on lu'count of 
theii domestic insijudity and attaclmu-nt to the dull 
duties of a lamily. 'i iiis was once the general opi- 
^i^on whjel •wlliiu- nations entertained of our ma- 
bu^ upon a late t> tliiough a great jiart of 
the continent cn I' uro[fh levum* fvva'^ntiicly re- 
versed, and ideas n^nc e.xpicssive of tlieli’ sjhnt uni- 
vei sally adc^ptcal. 

it may Avell be c xpec'ted, that the influx of fo- 
reigners, and tilt' out-llow of natives, which the 
j)r *ent peace w'lil occasion, will not suHcr the pre- 
tensions of our ladies to lose grouncviii this paitic%- 
Jar *. Our .h'rencli ueij^libouis arc certainly good cri- 
tics in gallantry, and they need not now Uand in 
dread of a t*tpulse ficwn the women of P'tiglaijd, 
wiiatevcr they may a]>f rehend from the nicy. 
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Mullh mo-e. occurs to me on this subject, but 
these preniiscs will serve to introduce an idea, which 
if the scvei^il ladies, who have stood trial, would 
club their wits to assist rnc’in, might be rendered 
practicable, and that is, of reducing Jnfamy to a 
system by rules and regulations of manners, tending 
to, ^ the propagation and cncrease of clivoices in Great 
liritaiiY A few loose hints occur to me on this 
subject, but 1 ofl’er thma with the utin^ist submission 
to better judges, simply as rudiments in the art ; 
tlic reiirieinonl.s must be left to those who are pro- 
fessors. 

As carl V impressions arc strongest :'nd Tno.st last- 
ing, I would advi'^e all mothers, who wish to train , 
their <l:uigiucrs alter the abtu'e system, to put them 
in their intaa<'y^under the care ot those commodious 
ladies, whom we vulgaily call ^ludcinc/isellcs, 
the best fnrccis of early plant «> ; under wl]r).sc tuition 
voun:; ladies have btrn knnwn to get so forward as 
to ha\eiuettv noti.ms of tiirt.itkm at the tender age 
of six veo's; at eight years they can answer (|iies- 
tiouij ill thecalechiMri of gal artry ; belorc riiey J'^^at h 
tlieir tenth summer, tlu-y can her, ogle, talk hrencli, 
write sonnets, play wit!) tiie footman, and go througjh 
r exercise loadmiiatiou : 1 wouh! then j)utthu''» 
to their (Judies, wdufjl^’ caimals ^lbc)vquu'PJ^^^;* d 
will be .?'^|ynYfop15P'par^^^ tiie circulating libraries 
will furni^k out a consulerablc d'i’talcxguc, and Made- 
moiselle will sup])ly them xvitli J’hench memoirs, 
novels, 8rc. &c. At the age of twtlve it will be 
proper to send them to the boardings school^ and 
ihc/e they will have the opportunity making fe- 
male fiien<lship"h witlt their seniors in ag ', by w'hich 
they will greatly edify : In .the holiday vacations 
they will correspond with their boarding-school as- 
sociates, and these letters s’^ould be 'Scied and in- 
violubi*, by 'which means they may carry oil an in- 
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tercourse of thoughts without reserve, a ini' greatly 
improve their stile. ' 

When two years have been ifius err>j)lo\ ed, they 
must be brought to jaonclon to be finished under the 
best masters, most of v^uch should be recommended 
by Mademoiselle; and in their intervals from study 
they will l)c allowed to lelax their minds in the 
company of their im>ther, by looking o^i at* the 
card-l:.dv)les, rejiosmg themselves after their fatigue 
upon sophas, inl’orining themselves ot the intrigues 
of the town, qualiiVing tluiinsrlvcs in a proper lami- 
* liarlty of manr.ew^ by calling young men by their 
j-irnames, romping occasionally witii the gallants of 
their mother, when she is (>ut of tight, and above all 
thi'igs cultivating nilimacies with thcii late school- 
tell nvs,*wdio loc cenne out’ into the wt^ild. 

W'hcn tlick hair is otl' their •li'rel»eads, it will 
be necessary they slioiild lay out profc-sedlv for ad- 
mirers amongst ti'.e young lakes of fashion, ami lor 
ihi'^ jmrjiosc I iiaiticularly rccoinmt nd to them the 
tf a-iioom at th? Opera-house, wlirrc I would ha\e 
them stay out all the conqjany’, and then commit 
themselves to their gallants to find out their ccniches, 
xvho will he sure to le!id them thiough all tlie blind 
•illc} s, ant' uc^cr carry them to the right door till 
t^ie last, by w hich tiine^thc caniages of these gallant*! 

;i^*be f[io\ e off, and thcii, 'V • •*iAo»j|*'^ii:irity will 
compel them to bwng tffe obliging cicauireshome ia 
theirs. 

^11 this while 1 would ha\e them put entire 
confidence in Mademoiselle, whose good-natui'e will 
acjcommodate them in any little notes or rncswi^cs 
they ma^ have to manage, and *whnse opinioirin 
dress will be so indispensable, that it will be pre^per 
; to take her out with them to all milliners skops, ar- 
tificial -flov\‘|i‘ makers, and masquerade warehouses 
for advice, if the ychng fellows w^iircom/to these 

VOE. XM. , ^ t 
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])lacos at tlie same time, who can help it? Mademol- 
5?clle will gef clown to call the servants, and ten to one 
if they are irot gon?* to the ale-house, and the coach 
is out of the way, in spite of all her pains to iind it- 
‘‘ When they have made a^strong attachment, and 
consequences arc to be apprehended, it will be time 
lor them to think of inarnage, but on no account 
with the man of their heart, for that would interrupt 
friendship ; any body, who can make a settlement, 
can make a husband, and that husband can make 
his wife her own mistress, and every body’s else, 
that file pleases : Mademoiselle V-'^coines fcnintc de 
chamhrcy and when her lady is disposed for divorce, 
chief witness upon her trial; a picturesque scene is 
chosen for the frontispiece, the heroine figures in the 
jirint-shops, her fame is sounded in the brothels, and 
her career of infatYiy is completed.”' 


MiMBRR XIV- 

Ir any of inv learned rca^^’yrs, skilled in the 
tal langu.'i'guv, ^hall wjj^nsc tO turn over tile f^lfVty 
and three volumes of Abififagi, '.he Arabian histo- 
rian, they may find the foih^wmg story : Near one 
lumdr.cd leaves of the Papyrus have been oxpi'iuled 
in the relation, but I have been at the pains of com- 
prelSng it into one paper. 

‘fn the begiimiijg of the eleventh century Abdera- 
ma, the last deeendant of the Samanian family, 
reigned over the ternfoiyof Huchaiia, was besieged" 
in his capital of Bocbair, by MariiooY the Coeat, 
wdib afc:rwatds reduced all India to his command. 
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This mighty conqueror, who may stiletl the 
Alexander ot* the Arabian hifto#ians, ^nuule twelve 
irruptions into India, and in each expedition swept 
away as much wcaltn,^and made as great a devasta- 
tion nl' the human species, as Nadir Sliah in his. 
IVlaniond was the son of the usurper Subuctagi, w ho 
expelled the father of Abderama from Saniarctnd, 
and reduced his empire to the ]:ossession o^Bochara 
only and its dcpenckncics. 

Slid I was the tbrmiilablc general wdio s^t dow^n 
♦ with liis forces before Bochani, and such the heredi- 
tary ciiniity of tRcse inveterate opponents ; Abdeia- 
ina thcreiorc had no resource but todclcnd his citadel 
to tlie last extremity : Disabled by his age from ac- 
tive &'‘:rvice, he j;iit the gauisi n under command of 
a vohant captain mimed AbdiiUah :* 'I bis young 
prince wa^ ol *tlie house of Ktuiba, the general of 
the (’alipli OMiian, who conqiieied Gieat Hucharia 
for that vjctoiious Mahoinmedan : Al diillah wms 
the m<^i1 accoi^iplifiiexl personage of his time, of ad- 
mirable qualities, and inatciihss intiej)idiry : In vain 
he challenged Maniood to decide the fate ofHochara 
by single combat ; hc.was also beloved by Zanma, 
daughter of Abderama and sole heiress of his crown ; 
the beauty of this princess was celebTated through 
^11 Uie ^ast; more '*ies l?,nvy hj^<^ composed 

and chaunted in ^he pnaist^s of Zaiirna than even 
Helen gave a subject to : Our langnagc*cannot reach 
the dc&criptions of tbc'^e florid writers; tHc whole 
creafion has been culled for obierts to set ii^somc, 
comparison wuth Zarima; but as the fiic of their 
imaginations would seem like pl^irensy to oui^, 1 
shall not risque a fall by following them in their 
.. flights. * 

in a furious sall^- made upon the army of the be- 
siegers, Alrlullah at the head of the Boch.asians' had 
singled out the peison of Maniood, and piisbcd bis 
- 1 Si 
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horse up to jthc'«br>ast of that on which Mamood w:is 
fi^htin^ ; the shoci- was furious on both sides: i\h- 
dullah received the point of his opponent’s lance in 
his side, and Mamood was st^yuck from his saddle to 
the ground by the hattle-iix; of Abdullah ; the cojii- 
batants T ushed in to rover riicir fallen general, and 
victory was snatched out of the grafp of the brave 
Bochariaii, who fr’d back wounded amongst his 
companions, and retreated unpiirsued into the tow'ii 
after a 'urious slaughter of the foe. 

hether Mamood was discouraged by tlic obsti- 
nacy at the Bocharians, or, as sonic historians in^^i- 
nuaie, was daunted by this attack, wliich he had so 
narrowly esrajied from, so it was that he let the 
command of the siege devolve u])oa his general 
Kamhi, and at the; head of a scouring irty ina ic in- 
cursions into the country to lay it w istr with fiie 
and sword, and break up the sujiplics ot Bochara. 

Kamhi jiad seen the beautiful Zainna; he had 
been in Abderama’s court before Marrood's invasion, 
to sec the princess was to be enamoured. No 
•ftcritice could be too great for Kamhi to obtain u 
prize so much above all computation in the heated 
lancy of a km-r: lie secretly imparted to Abdcra- 
ina the conditions, on which he woulil betray his' 
trust, and the^Jtj*jpy commanded iiu^vi- 

table ckstruchon. * na 

if tliese conclitjons staggered the aged monarch on 
the score of h mour, so did they on the side of iiite- 
^lest. /]'o save his crown and city was a tempting 
offer, and the divided heart of Alidcrama was not 
more agitated as a monarch for the impending dan- 
ger of his throne, than it was agonized as a man for 
'•-the daily sufferings of his faithtul people. He sub- 
mitted to receive Kamhi into the town, :^nd to treat 
with hiii; in person on the subject of Iuj proposal : 
Abdullah^, from whom this was to be concealed, was 
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row recovering from his woiuul, in/ap'aMe cA^ 
service for a time ; it was proposctyby Kainhi to ex- 
change hostage against hostage, and Abdullah was 
instruclcci to meet hlii^in the depth ot night witli one 
companion on each sifle ; each general was to ex- 
change armour OH the spot and so to pass their le- 
icsj)C(tive ceiitincls ; and mutual seciec^ was i>h"dg- 
ed between the parties. M'iiere was no dith^ulty m 
])ersLUKling the generous Abdullah to this enteipiize ; 
Abderaina giving him to understand, that the; m( cl- 
ing was to adiust the payment of a sum ot money, 
xvhich Kamhi w;#; to receive for belraying tlic army 
lie commanded beftire Hochaia; the transacliv^n was 
to be kejit a jirofound sci leL even from Zanma ; the 
unsuspecting Abilulljh lepajicdto his renth"/\ous, at: 

• the appointed hour without taking leavt* of the priii- 
Cess, and Kamhi» with his associatti passed the city 
guard umjucstioncd in the habit of his rival, ]le 
hasted without u moment’s loss to the palace of the 
old king, and expounded to him the plan he had de- 
vised* for securifrg the performance of his j>art of the 
contract ; nothing now remained for Abderaina, but 
to engage bis daughter to make a sacrifice, wdiicb, 
severe and difiicult as It was, he thought he might 
Wepend iij)or. Jier piety and public spirit tor comjfiy- 
•ing with. Ju this hope^he unniediatcly unpaired to 
Bcr l!haiflber, where Ift* tburd her ^ep^^'Siig on her 
couch; he threw l^m^^eTt at Iier feet in<in agony of 
tears, and in the most supplicating posture •adjured 
her tiiaiise and save her father, country, and herseU 
iroin impending dcstiuction : Roused trom her flcep, 
til# beauteous Zanina iinmedialely demanded^ tlie 
rcasf.n of that s.jlcmn adjuration, 'and what it v^as 
tliat she could do W> g»in iho.-e glorious ends — 
‘ Kinulate the magnaimiiity t»f Abdullah,’* replied 
the father, ‘Ircsigri Abdullah, as that heioic }Oi;th. 
to save this sinking city from cxtincfioa, /las now 
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resigned b.s — Astonishment had now de- 

prived her of the power of utterance, and Abdcraina 
proceeded vl^ithout interruption to expose to her the 
whole purj)ort of his treaty 'with Karnhi, and the 
conditions on winch alone fiocliara might be saved, 
and Marnood's army betrayed into his hands. JIc 
j)rotestcd to li» r that Abiluihdi had been a party to 
tins tr'*:yy, that he ^had left the city for ever, and to 
convince her ot it, he was n‘ady to produce Karnhi 
in the ;.'cry habit, wliiv^h her lover bad exchang' d 
willi liirri for the puipo-e of bringing him to an in- 
terview will! her, and concluding t'le agreement. 

Not to diwell any longer on A’otlcrama’s argu- 
ments, (in which was 1 to follow my Arabian au- 
thor I should swell this .recilid t > an unreasonable 
length) it wil'l suffice to say that the father prevailed. 
In th c oiiginal it apjx-ars, as ii sr^me share in the 
success was owing to female j>i(|uc, but as the Ara- 
' hian authors are very subtle and rerined in rinding 
Hiotives and in scrutinizing the hiiinan jiassions, I 
should hope this sugg* stion inav be imputed to the 
liistorian, rather than to the heroine. 

As 1 cliiise to pass over many pages of rny origi- 
nal in this place, the reader will now suppose that 
the traitorous Karnhi is in possession his bcauti- 
lul, but r^uctant, victim /iind that Abdenimij ha? ’ 
already mifci': a^sacflricc |;jjore painful, than that of 
Kurysiiieus,' or Agannunncn, wlien they immolated 
their dnugliters. With the first dawn of the morn- 
ing Kainni repaired to tiie army, and began to set 
on foot the project he had concerted with Abdera- 
ma;v.when he had given out his orders for dividing 
^ an*cl disposing tht troojrs in such a manner, as was 
..-^..best adapted to his design, he giive the signal agreed , 
upon W'.ih tlie king for the sally; The whole garri- 
son was j>ut in motion on this c)ccnsion( and Ahdc- 
rama determined once moic to shew himself to his 
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army, and command in |)ct«;oii. •li/Tj/ thing iud 
been so prepaml on the pait of K<ffjiihi, that the iin- 
pression, which the Boclriiiajis made u|)on the bi.- 
siegers, was imnicdiite, aiul the bltuightcr beranu: 
universal; N(ithing could have saved them lioin 
cornj)leal destruction, but the unexpected appeaiance 
ot Mainood and Ills army in tlsis seasonable moijyient 
for their rebel, as Maniootr.s ‘roops wert# entirely 
composed of cavalry, in- lieu mto action with ama/.- 
ing rapidity; the lainling .spmts of tiie soldiers re- 
vived at thcsiglit of their v.dori-u^i ciiief; his well- 
known voice rafiied their biokm ranks, aiul they 
turned upon their pursuers uitii n douhled iury : 
Kven the guard, tiiat had been j>lantv'd upon Abdul- 
lah, now ran to tlielr arms and joined the uctloii ; the 
army ot Abderatna, no longer siij^Hufed by the va- 
lour an«l conda?:t of their fa\ountc general, bt gan to 
give way and retreat in disouler to the city ; in tins 
instant Abdullah rushed from his tent, and presented 
himself to the ^’cs of the djs]>irited Bochanaii'S ; the 
army* sent up a shout of joy, the aged Abdcrama 
sunk Into his arms, roveud with blood and ex jn ring 
with his wound."; lifc^ust .‘^erved him to c.-tcbiim — 
Mtfson! tu>i SO)} ! and then forsook him; his atten- 
flants Ixirn him oJfto his litter in the rear, whilst Ab- 
yiillgji tinned the faces of his soldiets on jjie foe, and 
pressed into the action, ^ibcTe it was hottest. 

The conflict became terrible, every inlfeh oi'giound 
was obstinately disputed, and the combafants on 
either side fell hy whole ranks, as if rcsoKet^upon 
maintaining the contest to the last man: Night at 
Jength put an end to the undecided light, and AB(1^(1- 
Jah ledofl'his surviving followers into the city, with- 
o»t apy attempt on the part of Mamood to pursue 
him; Jlis wound in the side, which wMs*jiot yet 
healed, buis^ open by the vK'lcncc of^ ins exertions 
in the action^, and he had received othcr^, undci 
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vhich It'c fipiuHl himself sinking, and which he had 
reason to htlicve \.c\c, mortal ; in this extremity he 
lost not <i moment’s time in betakii g himself to his 
beloved Zarirna; his strength j6st served him to pre- 
sent himself before her, and to fall exhausted with his 
wounds lit her 

'Icrublr interview ! Zaiitna was expiring ; she had 
taken () 0 ,'son. ^ 

'I’he siip[)licatl()ns ofan aged father, the deliverance 
ofa Rid/eruig city, the saK.iiion of an ancient empire, 
and, abovf all, the example, as rlie btdieved, of her 
betrothed yibdiillaij, had prevailety with this heroic 
jnincess to sa{ riliee bt rselt to the detested arms of 
Kamlii ; the contract !«:ul been fullilled upon her fa- 
ther’s pait, but to surMve it w.is more than she had 
cj ir.igcd U)r, Uiid an iiuli 'miy which her nature could 
not sidim.t to : As soon as the battle^joined, she put 
her KNolntioji into act, and swallowed the mortal 
draught. Lite just sulliced to relate this dismal tale 
to the dying Abdullah, and to receive the account 
ftoin hj'^ lips of the deception winch Abdcramirhad 
put upon imii : 'The body of her dead father was 
now bi ought into the palace ; she cast a look upon 
it, but w^as spcecide^s; fainting, and in the article of 
death, she dr-jpt into t!ic aims of Alulullah, her head 
fell upon bicast, just as it was hcaving^wit/i th^ ’ 
last luig-drcuvn sigh, feha^ftbpt his licait lor ever. 
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Amongjit the variety r*!' Ininipn events, >vh*ch 
come undcr'thc observation of every man ?>!' com- 
mon experience in liie, many instances must ocrur 
to his memory c»f the false opinions be had form- 
ed of good and c\' 4 l lortune : Things, ’w hich w'c la- 
ment as the most unhappy occurrences and the se- 
verest dispcnsaiions Fnnidence, fref]ucntly turn 
out to have been vcuich'^aU nicnts of a contrary sort ; 
^wlillst our prosjrrrity and success, whi^h for a time 
delight and dazz^i; gleams ofrpleasure, and vi- 

sions of ambitjon, turn against us in the end of life, 
and sow the bed of death with thorns, that goad us 
in those awful moments, when the vanities of this 
■worldjose thcir^Aalue, and the mind of man being 
on its last departure, takes a melancholy review of 
timc’mispeiit and blessings misapplied. 

'ITough it is pail oi ctcry good man’s religion to 
T^ign himself to (lod’s will, yet a few reflections 
jipon the woiidly wisdom of that duty will be of use 
tc^evi^’^ o»c, who ialls u«dcr the immedk.^ pressure 
of what is termed mi^ifortftSe in litc. Ry caiirng to 
mind the false e^ti mates we have lrej|ucnliy nuidc of 
worldl]^ good and evil \vc shall get h("|>e uu our side, 
which, though all friends else should l:ul u« wi]W5e i\ 
checfful companion by the w^ay : Ry a Tsaticiit acq^ii- 
escence under painful events for the |vesciir, w?e shalf 
be sure to contract a trjmjuiUiiy oi temper, that will 
Jitand us in future .stead ; and by kt cpiiig a fair face 
to the world,* we shall bv degrees make an easy 
heart, and And innumerable H’^imrccs ol Coiiso’/dtion, 
which a fretful spirit never can discovei. 
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‘ I wondt'r*\vny I was so uneasy under my late 
loss of ibrUint',’ ^tud a very worthy gentleman to 
me one day, ‘ seeing it was not occasioned by 
my own misconduct; for ^-he health and content I 
now enjoy in the Iminhle station I have retired to, 
are the gnatest blessings of my life, and I am de- 
vohtl\ thankful for the event, which 1 dcj)lorcd. 

— fJovV often do wc hear young unmarried people 
exclaim — Jl an r^rnna J iidd i'. uiH sitc/i (i man^ 
or such a ^Liuihan ! — And yet j>ciha])S they had not 
w'isdom cnougii to suj'pf-se this’nnglit turn out to ba 
the case at tlie time it happened, but complained, 
lamented, and icvilcd, as if ihc} were sullering ])er- 
sccution from acriul and tyrannic Heing, W'ho takes 
pleasure in Uinnenting his unotreuding cieatures. 

An extraordii;ary example occurs to me of this cri- 
minal excess of sensibility in the j>crson of a french- 
man named Chaubeit, wdio hapjuly lived long 
enough to repent of the extravagance of his misan- 
thropy. Chaubert Avas born at l5oi.rdeaux, and died 
there not many years ago in the Franciscan convent; 

1 was in that city soon after this event, and my curio- 
sity led me to collect seve*'al particulars relative to 
this extraordinary humorist. He inherits a good 
foitune from his parents, and in his youth was ol a 
bcnc\o!ein» disposition, subject howcver*to oudc-n 
caprices and extremes ot tuve ?»nd hatred. Various 
causes are assigned for his misanthropy, but the 
principal disgust, wdiich turned him fuiious against 
ma. kind, seems to have arisen Iroiii the tn achery of 
a friend, wiio ran away with his mistress, just when 
Chaubert was on the point of marrying her; the in- 
oralitudc of this man was certainly of a very black 
nature, and the provocation * heinous, for Chav\ber% 
whose passions weic always in cxti ernes, had given 
a'thoisand instances of romantic gu icrosity to this 
tinworthy friend^ and reposed an cut tc confidence in 
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him in the matter of bis mistress : IJe hadjjtvcn savccj 
him from drowning one day at thij^' imminent risque 
of his life, by leaping out of his own boat into the 
Garonne and swimntlng to the assistance of his, 
when it was sinking ift the middle of the stream : 
His passion for his mistress was no less vehement ; so 
that his disappointment had every aggravation pos- 
sible, and, operating u])oti a natun* more thgn com- 
monly susceptible, u versed every ];nnci]>lc of hu- 
manity in the heart of C'iiaisbcrg and made h.im for 
the greatest jiart of ins life the dec. lured enemy of hu- 
man nature. • 

After many years passed in foreign parts, he was 
accidentally brought to hus Ik trer si ntes by d'»sc'!)\ cl- 
ing that through tlic^'C events, which he had so deep- 
*]y I'cscntcM, he had jirovidenli.illy cscajfed from mi- 
series ofthe most? fatal nature: '^I'hcrTiipon he return- 
ed to his own country, and enteiin^ into the carder of 
hVunciscans, employed the icir.aindcr of his life in 
atoning for his n isi errors after the mc'^t cvemphify 
manner. On ail cu'casions of cintre^s bather C'hau- 
bert's zeal jnesented itself to the and comfort 

of the imfoi’lui'.ate, and sometimes he would enforce 
his admoniMoiis rd’ resignat.on b) the lively picture 
1*5 would drcO\iorhi^ own c.xtn.\ agancics ; in e\tra- 
^ojdinary cases he has betn known to gi\e Ins coin- 
mnnicant^a tian‘'C!i]>t of dhiry in his’ow nand wri- 
ting of certain pas-a^es tn nis life, in wIt^cIi he had 
minuted his thoughts at the time they occurred, 
and wiiich he kept by him for such extra* jrdiiriry 
purposes. 'This pajicr was pul into my handsaw a 
genneman who had received much ber.ehi from iSiis 
good iathei’s convcrsatitin and im^riuiion; 1 hafl 
bis leave for tianscrWiing it, cir pubh^Iiing, if 1 ^ 
thought fit; this 1 shall now avail myself of, as I 
think it is a \|'r\ curious journal. 

*•- JMy son^* whoever thou art, profit Uy the. word 
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of r\pcntbrc, and let the example of Chaubert, who 
was a beast Without reason, and is become a man 
hy repentance, teach thee wisdom in adversity, and 
inspire tliy lieart with scnlimcLts of resi^piatlon to the 
will of the Almighty ! 

When the treachfry of p-'ople, which I ought 
to have despised, had turned tnv heart to mar])!e and 
iMv blood to gall, I was detcr.rdncvi upon leaving 
France, ar.cl seeking out some <n tlios- countries fro»u 
whose famished iu’.iabltanis ii'iliin; unihliolds l.er 
bountv, and \vl\ere tnen groan in . laVv'ry and sorrow : 
As I passed through tf;c \ iliages tc Wawi . the frontiers 
of Spain, and sav' the jicasants dancing in a ring to 
tiie pipe o; iig at their vintag*^ , indignation 

smo^e 1 vV lw.'i,.rdl wdshed that leaven would 
«’l.' h \-iin p(hfM,ni olast ih sunshine of 

Tnihr 'c v’ <.i< null : nd t niiptSt. - 

“ i t»\- seised the d.ehgliiUil j^rovince of niscny 
•' h‘--i '.I n'st to liH‘ soles ol n •> fed or sleep to the 
-nides of my head. Natme was befoie my ese> 
fiif'-.'ed in iier attire; — ^ ‘I’hou iiuaher of 

loolsd ] <*/ ch.ii.iui, ‘ why dost tluni liick thy^eU 
f<ut So (! oiitily tor Knaves and harlots to Mjast! a 
propjpg. of ihcc: The clnldicn of thy womb are 
vijjcrs in tijy bosom, and will stingy, l-hce mortally, 
wlan thou hast them their liil at tin ijnprO' 

videiit biv'ods;’ 'Shu* 'oirils- chaunted in Inc giove*-, 
the fniit-Uces glu-n ned on the- mountain sida-s, the 
water-fails made iini ic tin the cclioc'^, and man 
went ‘iuglng to his laboui : — ‘ Give. me,\said I, 

‘ fi‘ii i^iaiik of fetiers, and the yell of galley-slave^ 
i;i der the lashes of the whip.’ — And in the bicter- 
’i\e«s of my hen^'t 1 ci r :d the cartli, as i trode over 
j its prolilic surface, i 

“ * enteied the anCiCal kingdr-in of Castile, and 
the prosper t \va'=: jerr- ji m to ni)g sorrow- vexed 
soul : d saw* c !;e .. .icjte and fujlow ; the viiics 
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trailed on the ground and Iniried th^ir fi ul|a"e in tiie, 
furrows; the hand of man was idl^ -^fid nature sic pt 
as in the cradle of creation ; the vilhicres were thinlv 
scattered, and rum sjttc upon the uii roofed sheds, 
where lazy })ridc laid str^tehed upon its straw in bciT- 
gary and veimiii. Ah ! this is M,nn'th>npi„ 1 cried out, 
tins srchc ts fit for a)i(t I'// c/f/o// it, — J saw a }^cl- 
Jow liaU'Starved loiin, cloaked to the heels in raj^s, 
his broad bnmnif .i heaver on his head, tliroivdi 
which his staiiHL^ lock- ciept out in scjualid ^,hr^d‘^, 
that fell like snakes u[)on ihc slionlvicrs of a nend. 
— ‘ Sucii e\ei bc^ilie fate of human natnu* ! I Ml ajj^- 
i^ravatc his misery by tie* Oisult nt charily. HaiL- 
ye, Castdian,' I cxrhmned., ‘ take tins pisetle; il 
coin, il is sdver I'u'nn rhe inuu of Mc'\i( o; a Sp m- 
•ard dutr it I'jcjin ihe none, a I* reuc huian f'/tves \i v*u : 
put by }<nir piwle and touch tt ^ ( u?sr be } 
naiion,* thei’asulian replied, ‘ IMl strove before !'!• 
take Ir troin }our hands/ — " Starve tljcn/ 1 an- 
swered, and p.isad <ni. 

kclmibcd aT^)arien mountain; the wolves ln>v\l- 
f‘d in the desjirt and ihc viiliuics sc:c.irnt\l in Hocks 
for ]»icv; I looked and hehcld a fdo uny inniision 
undf'Mualh niy feet, Aast as the j^ride of its founder, 
^ooin^ and d;scoiisolate as his soul : Jt was the Fs- 
•r^iriuL — •- 1 leic thtn the tyrant nd^ns,’ said J, ‘ here 
let h^\n rfliOi ; hard astbe^c rocks hiS th<orie, wa^te 
as thcM,' desartsbe doTnmion! A mea^rre creature 
]>assed me; fimine stared in his c^e, he cast- a. look 
about Jiini, and s{)nin_:ij upon a kid tlmt was biows- 
ifi;^ in ihf' cU'sart, he smote it dead vvilli Ins stal^i*^’ 
hastil)' tbru'^r it into his wallet. — ‘ ,\h sarrilef^lous^il- 
►3am — erned a brawny fellow; anrf Jea[)iug on hifti 
from Ik bind a rock, s*;ized the humrry wrcich in the* 
a d ; i'e dropjv d u|)on bis knees and begged f(»r mcr- 
c \ . — '• Mcicy F ( lied be that seized him, ‘ do you 
purloiti the p opeity of tlic clxurch and*alk for iner- 

VOL. M.l. ^ K 
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cyr’ — Soisayiii", he beat him to the earth with a 
blow, as he w«l. kneeling at his feet, and then drag- 
ged him towards the convent of Saint Lawrence : 
1 could have hugged the mistrreant for the deed. 

I held rny journey through the desart, and de- 
solation followed me to tlic veiy ilrcets of Madrid; 
the fjithcrs of the incjulsition came forth from the 
cells of torture ; the cross was elevated before them, 
and a trembling wretch in a sallVon coloured vest, 
paintc'l with flames of tire, was dragged to execution 
in an open sfiuare ; they kindl**d a lire ai)iiit him* 
and sang praises to Cmd, whiKt*?he flames delibe- 
rately consumed theii human victim : 1 le was u Jew 
who suffered, they were ( hil^tiaus who tormented. 
— ‘ Sec what the i/digion i>t tiod is,’ said 1 to my- 
self, ‘ in the hands of man 1* 

From the gates of Madrid \ bent my course 
towards thep-u’l of Ll^bon ; as I traversed the wil- 
derness of Kstreinadura, a lobbt r tool: his aim at me 
from b^*h!nd a eoik-tiee, and tlie b dl grazed my hat 
upon my lir.jd. — ^ You have mis^ed your aum,* I 
cried, ‘ arul have lost the merit of <K*stro\ ing a man.’ 
— ‘ (live me your j)ui''e,’ said tiie rol)l)cr. — ‘Take 
it,’ 1 replied, * and buy with it a fiiend; may it 
serve you as it has served me!’ 

“ J foynd the city of Lisbon in ruins ! her foun- 
dations s' lioaked u{)ou th,e t^rouiid ; the (Vying' and 
the (lead la d in heaps; tenor ^ate in every visage, 
and inaiikiiid was visited with the plagues of the 
Almighty, famine, tire, and cartliquake. — I lave 
tbeyi. ’»t the iiuiuisition in this country;’ I aftced ; 

1 answered they had. — ‘ And do they makt^ all 
this outcry about an c:irth(]U'ike r’ said i w’lhin 
myself, ‘ let them give Chnl thanks and be quiet.’ 

Piv'sently there came ships from f'ng’.and,' load- 
ed, with all manner of goods for the relief of the in- 
habitants; the people look the bounty, were pre- 
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served, then turned and curfed their.pyser>ers for he- , 
reties. — ‘ 'I'hisis as it should be/ n ..d I, ‘ these men 
act up to their nature, and the Kn^lish !ire a nation 
of fools; I will not^o^monqst them.' — After a short 
time behold a new city was iiMiig on the ruins ol the 
old one ! The people took the builders tools, which 
the Krigllsh had sent them, and made themsejves 
liouscs : 1 overheard a fellow at his work to his 
companion — ‘ Before the earthquake 1 made my 
beil in tlie slreets. now J shr.ll have a house to live 
in/ — ‘ ] his IS too r iiitb,’ said i ; ‘ their misfortunes 
make this pcoplc*happy, and I will stay no longer 
in their cfunitiy.'— I descendctl to the banks of the 
^i'agu^ ; tlure was «i ship, wlu'sc canvass was loosed 
for saii'n^.— ^ Mie is an F.nghsh ship,’ says a Gal- 
liego jnuter ; ‘ tiny ate braCe soamenf but damned 
tyr in(" on tlie (jnarler deck.’ — * T hey pay well tor 
wluit they liavc,^says a l)i>at-m:m, * and^i am going 
on boaut her with a cargo ot lemons. — -I threw 
myself into thc^\vi»cn\, and entered the ship : 1 he 
luariTiers were occupied with their wmrk, and no- 
body quesfii^ncd me v'hy J w?as amongst them. 
'J'he tide waftid us mtp tic ocean and themght be- 
came tcnjiiestiioMs, the \issel laliourcd in the sea, 
find the molding brought no respite to our toil.— 

' \|ither are you bound r’ said i to th^mastcr,— 

‘ I’cT hell,’ said he, ‘ im Clothing but the devil ever 
drove at such a rate ! — I hc fellow^’^ v(dce was 
thunder; the sailois sung in the storm, and fhe mas- 
ter's •oatlis were louder tliaii the waves; the th ird 
day was a dead calm, and he swore louder th«Vi e^^T 
—— ** if the winds wcie ol this man’s making, thcRi^t ^ 
J, ‘ he would not be content with them.’ — A favour- 
able breeze sprung ePp as it it had come at bis calling* 

— ‘ i thought it was coming,’ says he ; ‘ put»her be- 
fore the \vii*d, it blows fair for our ^ort. — ‘ .But 
where is yot ^ poit?’ again 1 afked him.— ‘ Sir,’ says 
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Jie, ‘ 1 c;iri no>j^ansA\cryonr qiicstii^n as I should do; 
with GoiVs Ir:uC 1 am l;()niid to Boutdcaux; every 
thing at scaVocs as it pleases CJodZ—M y heart sunk 
lit the name of my native qly. ‘ 1 was Ireighted/ 
added he, ‘ liom London with a cargo oi goods ot 
all sorts for the pour suriereis by the caiilujuake ; 
i s]iall load back with wine tor my owners, and so 
help oL;t a chariuibde vrr^age with somc httlc piorit, 
il it please God to bh^s our endeavours ’ — ‘ hh}- 
day!’ thought], ‘how hiir we.itlier changes this 
fellow’s note!’— ‘ Lcavi?,’ said he to a handsome 
youth, who stood at his elbow, ‘ we will now seek 
out this Monsieur C'haubcrt at Bourdcaiix, and get 
payment of his bills on your account.— ‘ Shew me 
your bills,’ said 1, * for ] am t'haubcrt.’— 1 Pro- 
duced them, an(l 1 suav m\ owui iMine torged to 
bills in favour of the villain v\ho fuul so trcaLlicr- 
ously dealt with me in the rdiair of the woman 
who was to have been my wile. — ‘ Where is the 
wotfh,’ said J, ‘ who drew therp lorgericsr’ — 
M iie \oul.h burst into tears. — ' He is my lather,’ he 
icplied, and turned awa} ' — ‘ Sir,’ sajs tl:e master, 
‘ I am not surprised to find. thus fcll(»w a villain to 
)ou, for J was once a trader in aifluence and have 
been jiiincd by his means, and reduce. 1 to what you 
see me; ^|ut 1 forgive what he has done//) r^e; ’ 
can earn a mainlcnaixc^ ^jul i[[n as happy in my 
present hard employ, nay hajipier than when 1 was 
rich and idle; but to defraud his owm son jiroves* 
^^irn^an unnatural rascal, and, if I had Jnin Kcie, 1 
juld hang liim at the mizen yard. , 
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NUMBER XVI. 


riTAuniiiT’ narrittive proceeds as follows: — 
W lien the ni^lisli niasft r declared he was happier 
in his [>iesent lumi scvmcc than in his former pios- 
perit 3 ' and that he loij^ace the \ilhun who had 
luincd li.n, 1 start(’d with astonislimciit, and stood 
out ot hs reach, ( Xjiectine; e\ety moment when his 
j)hrcn/j'Woukl break oiU;’! looked hitm steadd) in 
tl'iC face, and my suipiisc saw *110 symptoms of 
inudnf.'S there; tlieie -was no wanderint^ in his eyes, 
and content (d’ mind was impressed upon his fea- 
tures. — ” Ate you in your senses,’ 1 demanded, 

* ancj can you •forgive the villain r’ — ^ Eiorn my 
hcait answered he, ‘ else how should I expect to be 
forgh'cn.?*’ — Mis words .struck me dumb; *my heart 
tugged at iny bosom ; *thc blood rushed to my face. 
JJe saw m 3 situation and turned aside to give some 
oicicr-; i(. the* sailors; after some minutes he resumed 
flic ii )n#’rMition, and •advancinji towaiflls me, in 
nis rough familiar«narf!ier, said — ‘ It js my way, 
Air. Ciiauheit, to forgive and forget, though to be 
Pure tjie fellow' deserves Iranging for his treatment 
ol this poor hoj bis son, who is as good 
ex"(W lived, but as for father and mother'— ‘ \Vli 6 
is his mother? W hat was her naiiM:?' I eagerly de- 
manded. i!er nam<;,had no sooner j)a«sed his lips,^ 
than i felt a shock through all my frame ^cyoncl 
that of electricity ; I staggered as if with a sudden 
stroke, and ikinght hold ol the barricade; an inVo- 
luntary shrict; burst from me, and 1 cried out, 
K 3 
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— ‘ 'rb.-it ^vnn>»i — Oh! that woman^ — * Was a 
devil,’ said - die luaftcr, ‘ and if you knew but half 
the misery yf/u h ive escaped, -you would fall down 
upon your knees and thank* Crod for the blessing: 

I luue hcaul ]>oiii story* Mr. Ohaubert, and when 
.1 man is in love, do vou see, he docs nut like to 
have his niistiess taken from liim; but sonic things 
arc better lost llniii louiid, and it this is all you have 
to complain of, take my word tor it you complain 
of th'* luckiest hour in your whole life.* He would 
have proceedr-d, but I turned fron'hini witlioiU ut- 
tering a word, and shutting niyselt into niy cabin 
surrendered myself to my meditations. 

“ My mind was now in such a tumult, that I 
cannot recall' iny thoughts, much less put them into 
any oidcr for ickition : The ship however kept her 
course, and had now entered the moulh of the Cm- 
ronne; 1 landed on the ijuay of Bourdcaux ; the 
master necompanied me, and young Lewis ke])t 
cliargc of ilie ship: I he hrst abject that met my 
view was a gibbet erected bef(»re the tloor of a mer- 
chant’s corn[)ting house; The convict was kneeling 
on a scaffold; whilst a friar was receiving his last 
confession ; his face was turned tovyards us ; tli^ 
Knglishman glanc<*d his c upon him, and instantlv 
cried out— ‘ Look, look, Mr. ChaubertJ the *v^ery 
man, as I am alive ; it is ifi^'tallllr of young Lewis.’ 
— rhe •wTctcli had discovered us in the same mo- 
ment, and called aloud — ‘ Oh Chaubert, Chaubert! 

IVie speak to you before 1 did* — His yell was 
«^*iior«or to rny soul ; J lost the power ol motion, and 
the crowd pushliig towards the scaff old, thrust me 
^ forward to the very edge <>f it : the friar ordered si- 
lence, j'nd demanded ol the wretch why he had called 
out so eagerly and what he had larlher to confess. 

“ Father,* replied the convict, ‘ th s is the very 
man, the very Cliaubevl of whom 1 v as speaking; 
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lie was the best of friends to me Jnd I repaid hfs 
kindness with the blackest treachery ; I seduced the 
Woman of his afiectuins from him, 1 mairied her, and 
because we dreaded h?l resentment, wc conspired in 
an atlcmj)t upon Ins life by j)oison/ — He now 
turned to me and proceeded as f(dlov\ s : — ‘ You may 
remember, C'haubert, as we were suppingjtoj^ellier 
on tlic very evening of 1 .ouisa’s elopement, she 
liaiuled to jou a glass of wine to drink to your ap- 
j)io:iching nuptials; as you were lifting it to your 
lij)s, your favoutitc sj>anicl leaped upon your arm 
and dashed it on the lioor; in a sudden tiansporl of 
])assion, wdricli vou wcic addicted to, you stsuck 
the creature wnth Alokncc and laid it dead at your 
It w'a.s the saving moment of y >ur life — the 
wine was ])oirv)ncd, inevitable (fealh was in the 
drauglit, and the animal you killed was (iod’s in- 
strument for preserving you ; reflect upon the event, 
subdue your j)asslons, and practise resignation; Fa- 
ther.. 1 have no* more to confessl 1 die rej)enlanl : 
Let the e xecutioner do liis olKce.” 

Here ends the diary of Chaubert. 

1 do nor mean to cx^o^c my ideas to Ingenious 
tfidieiile by maintaining that every thing hap[)eiis to 
cvei^ nnm for the best, but 1 will contend, that he, 
wlu^niafes the i)est of it^ fuUills the p;u? of a wise 
and good man : Afioth^r thing may be sab ly ad- 
vanced, namely, that m.m is not competent to de- 
cide upon the good oi evil of many events, which 
befal linn in tins life, and we have autljmity/c) ’^‘''V* 
IFbc Iv fu luitt that iiiUs vooii rc}/^ and va! 1 

could wish that the stoiy of C’lK.ubeir, as I ha^e 
given it, might makci that im])reiis’on upon any out; 
of my leaders, as it dul upon me, when 1 li^ceivcd 
it; and 1 (mild also w^ish, that 1 felt myself worthy 
to add to itithc exjicricnce of many (It'cairenccs in 
my own life, to which time and patience have given 
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colours very clT-'-rent from those they wore upon 
their tiist aj>pearnnce. 

\\Iien men sink into clespo^clcncy or break out 
into rage upon advcisuics ar?d misfortunes, it is no 
pioof that Providence lays a heavier burthen upon 
them than they car! Ixar, berause it is not clear that 
they ha\c exeiled all the possible resources of the 
soul. ' ■ 

‘^riie ]»assioriS may be humoured till they become 
our /nasters, as a may be painjHaetl tdl lie gctii 

the beUer of his luki ; but eaily d>-t ipllne will pre- 
vent mutiny, and keep th*- helm in llic hTinds of 
reas(m. Jf we put our cliiblnn under lesriaint and 
correction, udiy shouM \vc, wlio ar(‘ hut (luMren of 
a larger f;rov'th, be Khaettuj and complani, when 
the katlKr ot aK* tilings la)s the r\holcso;ue ror- 
icctic n o( adxeislty on our IknkIs? 

Anumgft the iVugmcr.t? of i^hi^Muon the ctanic 
poet, tl;cic is jir.Tt of a diPilogue ]U(.M'r\cd between 
a rnastM' and Ins sertant, w hose ’•names me not 
given, vvlndi fills in witii t]l^ Md/jeft I am speaking 
ot ; ihtsr friigire nts ha\e been collected Irom the 
w ruks of the ‘('noliasU and grammarians, and many 
cd tin m have been (pioted by the i'alliers t>f the 
Cihiistian liuiKh, fra- the moial and )»’ous maxims 
they (:onf!.in ; J think the .taderwiil n(»c ])b»dis- 
jdea>cd, it J oc( asionid! y '^'irts^tfit him wltli some 
sjiccirncns frfun these n mains oi' the Ciri ek comedy, 
and, lor the present, C( iu. hale my paper with the 
tiansl.ition : 

'"6' ‘ W you li\c, Sir, drive aw'ay sor- 

TTw; it is tlic w^rst comjiany a man ‘ im kcej),* 

Aio.',.'(r, ‘ W Inist i li\e, sinah r wiiy thcie is no 
living yyithout it,’ 

Sirva>i!, ‘ Never tell me. Sir; llic wounds of the 
mind are iiot’to be healed by the leangoi ihe e 3 '"es* : 
Jt tiuy were, who would be witlunit toie medicine? 
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'Hicy woiiltl bf the best faniil} ])ltv^x in luituiv; • 
and if nolliing but money would 'ouy them, you 
could not piiy too dearly foi tlic ]nn cliube. But 
alack-a-day, what do t^cy avail ? Weep, or wetp 
not, this stubborn world ^»f ouis will have its way ; 
sighing and f^roamn^c* take inv wuul for it, is but 
labou.lost.’' 

Master, ‘ Granted! for its use 1 will not ci»'.tcnd, 
nor can you, as 1 take it, disj)ute its necesdt y : U is 
as natural lor the eyes to shed teais in alilittion, as 
lor a tree to drop ^ts leaves in autumn/ 

Strca/il, ‘ 'J'hat 1 dtny ; the necessity of evil 1 
admit, but not the nece.ssity of bewailing it. Mark 
bow your maxims and mine diller ; you meet mis- 
fortune in. the w^ay, I let niis^fortunc meet me: theie 
aie t(K) many evils in life that no» man’s wisdom 
can avoid; but lie is nowise in;in who multijilies 
too mtiny by more : now mv philosophy teaches 
me, that amongst all the evils vou cmiiphun of, 
there is no evil 4 >o gicut as ) our coiiiphunt ilM'lf : 
why ifdiives a man out of liis senses, out of his 
health, nay at last out of the woild; so shall it not 
me ; il nnsforluiic Will come, I cannot he]]> it, but 
il lamentation follows it, that is my fault ; ami a 
Idbl ot hir OvVil making, my good master, is a fool 
Jiiglcecji’ 

AJdftfcr^ ‘ Say you^so,®if>rah ? Now I hold your 
insensibility to be of the nature of a bruic; my 
leelings 1 regard as the picrogative of a man; thus 
althou«(li we dill'c” widely in our practice, each 
itp to his proj)cr characiei.’ ’ ** 

Srrun//, * If I am of the nature of a brute, Ge^ 
cause 1 fear the gods and submit to thcii will, the 
..gods tfugive me 1 If it*be the prero^/itoe of a man, 
to say 1 will not bear misfoi tunes, 1 w ill not submit 
to the decrees, of the gods, let tlie gods j^nswer that 
icr themselvcfiV 1 am apt to think it is no gicat 
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mark of couwi^e to (l<“^pair, nor any siirr proof of 
weakness to he content. It a man wcie to die of a 
fIis4ippoiiUinerit, how the i^engcaiice docs it come to 
j)ass that any boci\ is left nhve? ou may, it you 
think uell ot it, counteract the designs of the gc>ds, 
and turn their intended blessings into actual mis- 
fertiiiic':, but I do not think their work will be 
mciulc I l)\ your means; you may, it you please, 
resent it witli a high hand, it your mother, or your 
son, your liiriKi should take the liberty to die, 
when you w;sh them to Inc; bnt to me it appca.s 
?i natural event, which no man can keep ofi from 
his own penon, ftr that ol any other ; }ou may, il 
you think it woiih your while, be very miserable 
w’heri this woman inifcairies, nr that woman is 
brought to* bed ; you may tornu njt y ourself because 
your" mother lias^i cough, or your mistress drops a 
tear; in shoit, you may send yf.iUMlf out ol the 
wot Id wdth soriow^, but I think it bcttci' to slay 
my time in it and be happy.’ i 


NUMBER XVII. 


I MENTioNF.i) in my seventh paper that 1 had a card 
^ ^»*om V anessa inviting me to a Za/s/ of luaMnu I 
^VbnlHs T was very curious to know what the nature 
of this feast mif^ht be ; and having been since fa- 
voured with cl second invitation, J shall take the 
liberty of relating wduit 1 saw and heard at tha*' 
lady*^ assembly. 

The celelnatcd Vanessa has been (,lther a beauty, 
or a vvit all her life long; and ol (o' rse has a better 
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plea for vanity than falls to most ^^vonirn*s share ; 
li(‘r A^anily also js in it*'elf more ex/ disable ibr the 
jiloasing colouis it soin(‘tiiues tljrows u[)on Iier cha- 
racter : it gives the ‘spring to chanty, good-natiirt‘, 
afiahillty ; it makes lu i* splendid, hospitable, lace- 
tions ; carries her into all the circles of line people, 
and crowds all the line people into lier's ; it staits 
a thousand whimsical caprices that furnish employ- 
ment to the arts, and it has the ofopcnSig her 

floors ami her j)urse to the sons of scien< e ; in shoit, 
it administers protection to all descriptions and 
degrees r)F genius, ^’loin the manutbe lurcr fd a tooth- 
})iek to the autlun* ot an ej)ic jioeiii: it is a vanity, 
that is a snic box. at an authoi’s hrst night, and u 
sure caid at a peifoim r’s beneilt ; it pays ^^\!1 for 
<i dcdicatit^n, and ‘tarn Is for six co])ies kV{>on a sub- 
scril>er\s list. Wuus^^a in the centic of iier own 
circle sits Uke the ^ta(ne oj* the Athenian Minerva, 
incensed with ihc breath of j)lulosoj>heis, poets, 
j):ii liters, orators, and every votarisl of art, science, 
or fiini sjieaklng^ It is in her academy, young no- 
airiates liy their wit and practise panegyric; no 
one like X'.mes.sa can break in a young l.uly to the 
[Kvticp, and tear h hei regasusto carry a side-saddle: 

can inak'‘^a uiithenuitician cpiote Pindar, a 
linaslci^ in chan eery wiile novels, or a Birmingham 
haidv!Ptire-%i'aii stamp rh«mes as fast as butfons. 

As 1 came laiher )?efort*^he modern liour of vi- 
siting, \ waited some* time in hci room beloi'e any 
f>r the company ajipeaicvf ; several new |Juhlic.itioiis 
on various subiects were 1 s ing on hei table ^.the’^ ' 

were stitchr’d in blue pajier, and most of them fr^H 
from the press ; in some she had stwck small scraps# 
of paper, as if to ma.rk Avhere ^he Inid left olf‘ read- 
ing; in' others slie had doubled down certain Images, 
seemingly for llic same j>urpose. At last, a meagre 
little man wi'^h a most satirical countenance tvas 
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us1u‘VCl 1 ill. and look his scat in a corner of the 
room; he cs'cl.mu* attentively tor some time tliroii<rh 
his spectacies, and at last accosted me in the fol- 
lowing word?: ‘ You are looking at these books. 
Sir; i take for grunted th(^y are newly published.’ 

‘ 1 believe they arc,’ I replied. ‘ I thought so,’ 
says he. ^ 'rheu you may depend upon it their 
authors will be here by and by ; you may always 
know what company you arc to exjiect in this 
luar^c by the books upon the table: it is in this 
way auessa has got all her wit and learning, not 
by reading, but by making authors believe she reiufs 
their works, and by thus tickling their vanity she 
u nds so man)' heralds into the world to cry up her 
fame to the skies; it is a veij^ pretty tincsse, and 
saves a wo^ld of time for liettcr amusements. ’ lie 
had no sooner' said this than V'anessa entered the 
room, and whilst I was making a most ])rofouud 
re\crence, I beheld something apjiroachlng to me, 
which looked like columns and aichcsand porticos 
in llic perspective of a playhouse .^rene; as J raised 
iny eyes and ex<imincd it a little closer, 1 recognized 
the luins ol Palmyra embroidered in coloured silks 
upon \ ancs^a’s petticoat. It was the first visit I 
had cvei paid, and Vanessa not being reavly wi*h 
my name, 1 made a silent obeisance, anci receiving 
a smile iii return, retreated to my chair; ray friend 
said a great many sinari Vnin^s upon tiic ruins of 
Palmy 1 a, wha ii \ anc^'Ki on her part contended to 
be a very jnx'j'-er emblem lor an old wotrian in 
who hao seen better day^; tlie wit leplicrl, 
ibvr instead ol Palmy i a it ought to liave been 
Q\liiens, and tl.vni stic would liave been cquipj)ed 
^ from head to h'ot in cliMager. \ ane.vsa smiled, 
Init nvaintamed the pio'uietx of lier ( hoice, bidding 
him obseive, ‘ that though she carried a city upon 
her back, that city riil the woild knej., was planted 
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on a dcsart.” She now acklrcsseii herself to me, . 
and in the most gracioivs manner asivtcl me when I 
hoped to put my jjro'jcct into excculion ; I answered 
in about two months; diinking she alludd to the 
publication of these paper a circumstance i knenv 
she was informed of. “ Well, i protest/ says Va- 
nessa, ‘ I envy you the undertaking, and wish I 
could find courage enough to accompany yr^i.’ I 
assured her there was nothing in the woild would 
make rnc so happy as her assistance, and that ! wms 
ronfident it would ensure success to my undertak- 
ing. ‘ 'Fheic yoiJ flatter me/ says siie, *• for I 
should do nothing but look after shells .nul corals 
and the jralaces of the rritous and Vaiads if 1 was 
to go do-.vn With you/ — lle/c I began to stare most 
"eg^’^'giousfy, — ‘ But after all/ added she, ‘ will your 
diving-bell cany^loulde r’ This lucldess diving-bell 
was stub an unexpected plunge to me, tiiat if I had 
been actually in it, 1 could scarce have been more 
hampered ; so thought it was better to remain 
under*waTer, and wait till the real artist came in to 
set the mistake to rights : this, however, my neigh- 
bour with the spectacles Avould not allow of, for 
suspecting the ma'-enUrthi^ he began to question me 
liow long 1 c ould stay under water, and wliether 1 
*c^uld*sec distinctly ; he then took a pamp^ct from 
the tanlcj^nd s])icading*^^t a laige eng'-aved plan 
of a diving-bell, debited me to inform him how I 
managed those jjipcs and conductors of air; all this 
while he was slyly, enjoying my confusion, till 1 
summoned resolution to apprise Vanessa <af hei 
mistake; this produced a thousand polite apologies 
on her part — “ But these wreiclicd’ eyes of mine,^ 
says she, ‘ aie for evet* bet^ lying me into blunders/ • 
‘ That*is a pity indeed/ replied the wit, ‘ fo»^ they 
illuminate every boih^ else; but if they betray their 
owner, ^ adds ue, ‘ it Is CJod’s revenge against mur- 
VOL. \Ll. L 
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dcr.’ Sc\cnil :itoi;iti now entered the room, to 
whom in.Ldt her comj)liments, i):i! ticuLirly 

to a blind old ^cnrlcinim, whom slie cundneted to 
his chair with ^rcat hummlity, ami iifimcdiMtcly 
bepin talkinj^ U) him of his discoveries ami e.'.peri- 
ments on the micioscope, ‘ Ah! Aladam,* lephcd 
the minute philosojihcr, ‘ those researches aie now 
over; sojjictluiif; mi^ht have been tloiie, if my eyes 
had held out, but 1 lost my sijdit jn''t as 1 laid dls- 
covcrcil tilt* ^^eneratioii of mites; but this J cm take 
on n»ys ‘lf to j)ronouiire, that they are an ij3arou9 
Tc'UT.’ ‘ jle content,’ n*plicd V aiiessa, ‘ there is a 
blessing; upon him who throws even a av/Vc inio the 
trca'-uiy of science,’ 'The phi]()so[)lier then pro- 
ceeded to iiii'onn her, that he liad bciTun some cu- 
rious dtss(( 2 tloiis (}f tlie eye iA' a nr>le. bu’t that his* 
own would not servo him to complete ilieui : ‘ If I 
could have jirocccded in them,’ sj)s he, ^ I am 
verily pcisuadicd I could luive biouyht liiiu to his 
eye-si'^ht by tlic op^*raliou of courlim;.^ ; and now,’ 
sass he, ‘ 1 am cniJj'i|rcd in a new discovtVy, in 
ivLicli i mean t<3 empif»y none but peisons under 
the like mislortunc with mysell'.’ — ^o interesting- a 
discovery raised my cuiiosily, as well as ^'an^«scl^s, 
to epa|iiire into it, and mellioio-ht (jeii the wit In 
the spectacles had a fellow- h ( lim; in the subject:^ 

* It is a*j)o\vdcr, madaij^,’*' adtlcd the j)f»’ilos?<plier, 

* wdiich i‘hav(' preparc<l Tor il vermin on 

fruit ttecp, and even ants in the West Indies; I con- 
fess to you,’ says ho, * it is fatal to tin* eye-sii^dit, 

I am persuaded I owe the h‘s:; of mine to it, 
ra<hcM- than to tiie t ‘ ps (if mite-, or the coucliinfj of 
^nolcs; and a((‘Mi!in-iy I ]»ropose that this jiowiicr 
«ha!I be bl(nvn tlnoui^ti Ivjloifvs ofiny^ (avu invont- 

by none but men vvlto aic stone blind; it will 
be very easy fov your p^ardener, or overseer of your 
plantations, to had ll.cm up to thyii wmk, and 
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tlien Irnvc tb<^ni to [)rrrorni it ; foi «:he is so ' 

subtle, that il is sriice pos«ibl(' \o iiivciit a cover 
forthce\es, tluit <:;\n serure ilieni against it I be* 
lieve,’ acliled lie, f bate some ot it in my 
aiul if you have anv ‘hes ov sj)iL!ers in tlic room, 1 
will sofm convince )oii of its eif.c icy by an expe- 
riment heibre your r_^cs.* \ an 'ssa eagerly *..Siarecl 

liiiii tin re was no such tliiiig in h *r roon?, and 
diauing her rh«ur to a distaiKe, b‘ e.ged h’m not to 
tiouble himself w illi any experiiiRM at j;ie.'eiit- 
Therc sat an mainary vvoin.in in a i^lack ch)ak 
by I lie lire side, witb her feet npv)n tlse lender and 
her knees up, who seemed employed upon a cushion 
i*r pillow, wliicli she k-'pt concealed under boi ajirori, 
,ua!i«>ut (UH.e looking at tlih woik she was upon. 

® ^ ou ba\e read^of tiie Witch of FWidor,’ says she 
to me, (observing I had fixcvi my eyes upon her) 

* J am a descend int of that old lady’s, and can raise 
ihe dead, as well as she could.’ — Immediately she 
put asjde her api^on, aiul produced a head moulded 
in wax so strikingly like my deceased friend, the 
father ot C’ailioj>e, that the shock it gave me was 
too a[)j)nrcut to escape h?r . — *■ ^ on knew this brave 
fdlovv I perc< JVC,’ says she; ‘ England never owmed 
#1 better olncer; he wa^^ my hero, and every line in 
hil? laA is^ngraved in heart.’ — ‘ V\ ha^must it 

be in mine ?’ 1 ansvv(«cd,^aRd turned away to a cir- 
cle of ])eoplc, who had collected tliemseUcs round 
a plain^ but veneiable, old man, and weic very at- 
tentive to his discourse ; tie spoke with great €!>>• 
ergy, and in the nuist chosen language ; ndboijy 
yet attempted to interrupt him, and his words rolled* 
not with the shallow pnpetuosity of a torrent, but 
»:leeplyflnd llucntly, like the cojfioiis current of the 
Nile ; He took np the topic ol leligion in hi.*; 
course, and, though palsy shook his hcack, helooke’d 
so terrible in C hristiuu aimour, and dealt his stroke 
L 2 
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with so much force and judgment, that Infidelity, 
in the persons of several petty skirmishers, sneaked 
away Ironi beiore him : One little fellow however 
had wDgglcd his chair nearer and nearer to him, 
and Kej>t baying at him whilst he was speaking, 
pctpciually citing out — ‘ (n\c me leave to obser\'e 
—not to intcrruj)t y<m. Sir, — 'That is extremely 
well, 'out in anst/c r to what you say.’ — All this 
had hten ^oing on without any attention or stop 
on the j)art of thr speaker, whose eyes never once 
llgliled on the company, till the ,’ittlc fellow, grow- 
ing out of all j)aticncc, walked boldly up to him, 
and catching hi>ldof a button somewhere above the 
waistband ol ins breeches, with a sudden twitch 
tlu( k(‘d liie moving-spring of his discourse, and 
iniuh to my rey(ret brought it to full stop. The 
philosopher looked about ibr the insert that annoyed 
him, and having at last eyed him, as it were as- 
kaunce, demanded what it was pro\okcd him to im- 
patience, — ‘ Have 1 Slid any thing, good Sir, that 
you do not comj^rehciul r ’ — ‘ No, no,’ replied he, 

• I ])erit*(5ily well comprehend every word you have 
been saying.’ — ‘ Do you ko, Sir,’ said the philo- 
sophei, *■ then 1 heartil} ask p.nrdon of the company 
for misfiTiploying their time so cgr^giou‘,jly,’ — and 
stalkid '..way without waiting for an anv*vcr*,‘ 

Vant^sii had now ^ccoilcited or enquired my 
name^ and in a very gracious manner lepealcd her 
excuses for mistaking me lor the diver. — ‘ But if 
the old saying holds good,’ addn she, ‘ that tiuth 
" Jifs at the bottom of a well, 1 dare say you will not 
i»sc7uj'le to dive^for it, so 1 hope J h.^ve not given 
you a diyhonouiable occupation.’ J was endea- 
vouring at a ie]dy, when the wit in the sjx'ctaclcs 
came uj) to us and whispered Vanessa in the ear, 
that the true Diving-bell was in yonder corner; she 
immediately turned that way, and as she passed 
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whispered a youii^ lady loud enough for me to hear ’ 
her — ‘ My dear, 1 aiu in vour third volume.’ — I he 
gill bowed her head, and by the Arcadian grace 
that accompanied it, I ♦ook it ior granted she was 
a Novelist. 

i now joined a dm ter of peoj)le, Avho had 
crowded round an :uitress who sat upon a sopha, 
leaning on her cibow in a ]>jn.iive auitiuft, and 
seemed to be counting the sticks of Iier bm, wliiist 
they WMT with ca/ li other in the most extra- 

vagant enciimuun^. — ‘ \uu u as adorabk’ last night 
ill H(.‘]videia,’ a pert voun‘j parscui with a hi rli 
tviupee ; ‘ ! sat m L.uly Blubber's box. and j fan 
assine ynn slie and her daughters too wrpt most 
hituily — but thfm that ciiaruuiig mad scene, by my 
soul it was a che^’ dhxmvrc ; piay, Madam, ‘give me 
leave tf> ask yon, was yt)U really in your senses?’ 

1 strove to di) it as well as i could,^ answered 
the ar tress. Do yon intend to play cf>mevly next 
seasoi;?’ says a huh% stcj)plng ii]> to her with gieat 
eagerness. — ^ I shall d^) .’.s the m mager bids me,’ 
she leplied. < 1 siiould be curifvus to know,’ s.iys 
an elderly lady, wineh "jiait, Madam, yon ynmseir 
esteem the b'^u yoci pla\ ^ 1 always cmleaxour 
to make vhat which I am about the An ( le- 

gflnt youiiir w'oman oi iaBlnon now toc'k rum of 
interrogatory, and v\«lh •oftny apologies b^-ggetl to 
be informeJ by her, if she studied those inchantlng 
looks and attiuulcs bdoic a glass? — ‘ i never study 
an)?- thing but my author.’ — ‘ d'hen you pracri-^e 
them in rehearsals ?’ rejoined the questioner* — 
seldom rehearse at all,’ re])lied tin* actress. ‘ She# 
has line eyes,’ s.iys a y agie poet tf^an eminent ]iaici- 
tcr, * what modest dignity they bear, what awiid * 
penetration ! mark how tliej’ play in those dot j) 
sockets, like diamonds in the mine ! •whilst tlfat 
commanding brow moves over them like a cloud, 

L 3 
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and carno.s stc\rm or sun-shine, as the deity within 
directs ; She is the child ol nature, or, if you will 
allow me the expression, nature herself; for she is 
in all thini^s orij^iiial ; in pity, or in terror, penitent 
or presumj)tnous, famished, mad, or dying, she is 
her aulhoi '5 tlmught jicrsonified ; and it this na- 
tion, which fashion now nails by the ears to the 
shariu’nd pillory of an Italian epera, shall ever be 
brought back to a true relish of its native drama, 
that woman will have the merit (d' their reforma- 
tion.’ 'I'liis rhapsody uas received with great 
tranquillity by the ])aintcr, who coolly replied— 

* All that IS veiy well, but where wall you see finer 
attitiuhs, than in an opera dance, or moie pictu- 
resque draoeiies, than in a masquerade ? Every man 
ior ids own arti’ Vanessa now came up, and de- 
FMiig leave to introduce a young muse to Melpo* 
mcne, presented a girl in a white frock with a fillet 
of flowers twined lound her hair, which hung clown 
her back in flowing curls ; the yoliOg muse made a 
low obeisance in tlie stile of an Oriental salam, and 
with llic moa unembarrassed AOice and counte- 
nance, whilst the poor aclrcss was covered wdth 
blushes, iuul sutfering torture from the eyes of cjll 
the room, bioke forth as follows ; — •’ 

'V 

Oil thou whom Narure'^ j^vldrtv edls lier own, 

Pride of the stage and favorite of ilie town— 

— But 1 can proceed no further, for if the plague 
had been in the house, 1 should not have lan away 
^frotn it more eagerly than I did from Miss and her 
poetry. 
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LnoN'nsE Is one of those pnrse-j)roiKl liumorljft^, 
wlio piotess to speak what ili<y*tliink — hOf \vh) ? 
lie is indepeiuk’nt and feais itO man. If you com- 
plain of an affront from 1 .coiitiiu*, you arc sure lo 
he told — ‘ J'hal w his way, that is so like 1 .contine, 

3 0U must take liim as he is.’ — In short, there arc 
certain savaiys in society, who seem to have a pa- 
tent for thcii brutality, and he is one. 

I often think 1 can give a good guesf^at the tem- 
per of the mast;|ir hy the set vants tooks ; in Ix'on- 
tine’s family it is strongly marked ; 1 was let in 
the other day by a staring half-starved fellow, fresh 
from the country, who was out of his wdts for fear, 
not lyiowing whether he was to say his master was 
at homo or abroad : VV bilst he stood gaping with 
the door half-opened in his hiTrid, a voice roaied out 
from the parlour, ‘ Who’s there ?’ I 'jron which he 
glupped the .street-door in my face and ran to Ins 
master: as 1 was quietly walking aw'ay, he follow- 
Pd tre vifi the street and told me to ccmcPback, for 
his master would S(^ mf. ^ 1 found J xontinc in a fit 
of the c^out ; his wife on her knees wra]>ping. flannel 
round his foot : it mortihed me lo see how inucli 
the world is governed by tlie abject principle of fear, 
for the assiduity wdth which this bashaw jvas 
wailc-d upon by his w'ife and serv^tnls was surpria® 
ing. After having ^cursed tin gout, damned his 
servants, and scoUkil his wife foi her awkwcydncss 
in swathing his fool, he began lorave about the state 
oi the nation, crying out to me every now and then 
— ‘ A Hne pa^s )ou have brought things to at last ; 
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1 ill ays told yon how it would be, but you would 
not bcllc\e me, and now you urc ruined, bankrupt, 
and undone to the devil ; 1 thouglit what it would 
come to with ) our damned 'American war.’ — I told 
him ] had to do with politics, and knew 

very hnle ol* tlic matter. — ‘ 'i'hat’s tiue,’ says he, 

* i understand you arc wutin^^a book, and ^oingto 
turn :^ntln)r; S oVi know I am your friend, and 
al\va\s s])eiik my mind, thcretore I must tell you, 
you will repent of what you are alxjiit. Cannot 
you let the woild alone r Is it ?n your [)ower to' 
nudre it bettor ? C an tlu' de\il make it worse ? \S hj'’ 

1 could write a book if 1 j>leascd, but I scorn it; 
nay 1 was Ifx)! eiior,<di to do it once, irom a silly 
j^rinf’i])le o*' good will* to my countiy ; and what . 
was tlu* conseqheiK e ? W hy, after pro\ing as plain 
as two and two make four, that we wvic no longer 
a nation, that wc w^eie bn»ken, baiiled, tlefcated, 
and uptiii the: eve ol' being a province to h ranee — 
after iiaving pre^ved all tins, d’ye j^le, tor the good 
of my cour.try, what was m) rew’ard. think you, 
but to be abus'd, vtlihed, posted :n the rascally 
news-|*')pcrs, who threw ’he t^elltli of A])rll In my 
teMli, ands.it tlie peopled iu'adsu maiUlmg contrarv 
to ail sense and reason, thmigh I h:i<t be*l*ii at the 
jiains of Von\mciug them imw foolish all !» ich "lopes 
w'ere, and, tiiat there w is fjot t chance left, though 
miracles slioiild be w'rought in their favour, of any 
possible salvation for this devoted kingdom.’ 

As J. coniine is one of those proKindrou reasnners, 
who handle their own argument in their own way 
by question an<^ answer, and know wliat their op- 
ponent has toolicr bt fore he has uttered three words, 

1 always leave him aclearstage to light out the sub- 
jedt by hitnself ns ne can ; so that he proceeded 
wltliout interruption to put a number of questions, 
to which he regularly made responses, and, though 
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these were the very opposites to what I should jiro-" 
bably have given, I let them pa.ss without contrn- 
diction, till there was a stop to the torrent by tlie 
introduction of a stranger, who, after telling Leon- 
tine his name, proceeded to say he had a little neces- 
sary business to settle with him, which he should 
take the liberty to explain in very few words, 'rhis 
stranger was a little, meagre, conisumptive irfan, fur 
advanced in years, of an aspect remarkably meek 
and humble, so that it was riot without surprjze 1 
heard him begin ^as follows . — ‘ J wait upon you, 
Sir, to demand full satisfaction and atonement for 
an injury you have done to my character by tlie 
basest lie that ever man uttered, and which ifjou do 
, not disavow in as public a manner as };ou reported 
it, I shall expecj you will immedintely answer rny 
challenge, as there is no other mode of redressing 
wrongs of so insidious a natuie.’ When this gen- 
tleman announced his name and description I found 
he wj^s a geneiai- officer, who had been upon an un- 
successful command in lire course of the war ; and 
that l-e<»ntine, in one of his ])olitical rhapsodies, 
had treated his chararter according to his custom 
with great scurrility ; this had unluckily passed in 
, tlie heari ig oi a friend of the (ienerars, who had 
cfide.fvoufed to slop LcQntine in lime, buttiot being 
able .so to do, h;ul iT»dc#[c^ori to hisfriffnd of what 
liad been .said of him in his absence. j\i> he fixed 
his eyes upon Loontincin expectation of his answ'er, 

I observed his cli:cks, which before were of a ruddy 
scarlet, turn to a deep purple, which gradually 
turned into a livid tawney ; fear S(^ tiansformedTii^ 
features, that the Hying soldier in Lc Brun’s battle 
was not a more pci fret model of horror : His lips,* 
which so lately thundered out vengeance antT ana- 
themas against the whole host of critic^, magazine- 
mongers, news- writers, and reviewers, wdlh all their 
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vlcvils, runners, and rv^tjiners, now qiah^crcd witii- 
oiit tile power of utterance, till at lust a ‘gentle iniir- 
minin;4 voice was heird to say — * (’’rener il, if 1 have 
given ) oil oticiu e, 1 am \rry'sorry for it, hut I sus- 
pect that what J s;dd inuvt have been unfairly stated, 
else’ — I lore the httle gentleman immediately inter- 
rupted him, by saying — ‘ This excuse uHects tlie 
veracitj’ t)l‘ mv I’Jiciid ; 1 shall thercioic take the 
liberty of calling him iiilo your room, which I did 
not chase to do in the first instance, not kuovvine: 
you had any body witli you ; huA ii this gentleman 
will have the goodness to stand in place of your re- 
feree on the occushjii, i will bring my witness face 
to 1'acr, v/l*o will testify to the \(‘iy words yon 
spoke.’ 'I’^his was no sooner said than done; for 
the friend was iii the jiassage, and,jn the most pre- 
cise terms assorted the truth of his information.— 
* And now, Sir,’ n ‘turned the C mineral, ‘ give me 
lea\e to say there not a man in luighind more 
abhors a personal qnaircl than 1 (l6, but J make it 
my study to give no ollcncc, and both my reputa- 
tion and my jnoles^^ion indispensibiy oblige me not 
to put uj) with insult from any man : Tiiere is no 
alternative there me left to either of us, hut for you 
to sign this pa])er, which I shall use as 1 see lit in 
my own- vindication, or turn out; 1 am jery,tiorr*y 
for it ; it is an unhappy du#i.om^ but if any occasion 
can justify it, 1 take the present to be one,’ — Hav- 
ing so said, he tendered the paper to [pontine w ith 
as rnucli politeness and address, a: it he had been 
delivering a petition to the commander in chief, 
ii ^rhe intimidated boaster took the paper with a 
trembling hand, and tlirowing, his eye over it, beg- 
ged to know if it might not he mitigateil in* some 
])articuiars ® I should be very glad to oblige you,' 
says the Ciencral, ‘ in what you wish, but they are 
iny w*ords, and as I generally thiuk before I rpeak or 
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’wvritcs 1 Jim not in the bahit of uns:iyinc;‘ any thino;' 

1 af'Sert ; you inupt thertfore M£;ri to all or none,’ 

— * Jf it must be so, it nui.-t,’ says Leontmc with a 
sij'-h, and tof)k; the prii-»-‘ Sir, if )fr)u 

inUTj'osed the Cicneial, ! avouKI know of this gen- 
tleman, if he has any tiling to oiVer on \oni behalf, 
vviiy you should not sign that [>aj)cr.' J answert-svl, 
tiiat J had nothing to oiler in the «ase ; ujxjntwlnoh 
Ijontinc put his name to the paper. *■ Sir,’ sa\ s 
liic (jcncral, *■ I am ]}CTfe('tly salislied, and begycnir 
])ardoM for the trouble 1 have guen )ou ; 1 am per- 
suaded you are iifU a j)enon who can injure my 
character, and this p.iptr is c-fiio iuitb.er use.’ — So 
saying, he tinwv it into the lire, having nude Ids 
bow to l.ecaitiiu', aiui wislimg me a gooil morning, 
*toc>k his frididiindci the aim au<k cocnly walk? d 
o’it of tin. liouscf As I v/as snsjfieions 1 ('f)ntine/s 
coinage might otnrn after his departure, 1 thouglit 
it best to tollow his cxamjilc, and, taking up my 
hat, kft the iiK^vti tied bashaw to Ids mcdiiations, 
wcW sfitisiied to tind an example in cfmhirnition of 
no, opinion— '/'/)<//' a huilif at Iiaair is a ci-cjrJ afintid, 

^\s J walked ahjiig, iiKklltating on what had passed, 
a doubt fill' tile iirst time arose m m3 mind as to the 
actice ib-ielling, and 1 began to think liiete 
*ntjght& be^ccrtalii advantages accruing to*sorlety, 
wiiicir, if tile immori|Jity^lithc action cofild he dis- 
jviised with, might possibly balance tiie cmIs so 
evidently to he ^ct against them. On the one i.idc 
I saw hi ail iis horrors the untimely catasirophe of 
a father, liusl and, son, or brother, him led (^ut of 
Hie, and ma<.le tlicsacnliceof a savage fashion, wh .C^l. 
the woild calls luruiour: On the otlier pait 1 ic- 
flected ^within niyscit^ wliat the state of manners • 
might ])ro]j,ih!y be reduced to, and how mucfl so- 
ciety would sniier, if such overbeai ing insolent cha- 
lactcrs as l-eontinc were not held iu restraint by 
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those personal considerations, which owe their in- 
ti ciciicc to the practice of duelling. To their wives, 
servants, and dej)endent inferiors, from whom no 
resentment is to be apprclnjndcd, these tyrants are 
insupportable; to society in general they are offen- 
sive as far as they dare; it is not shame, nor a re- 
spect to good manners in any degree, nor the fear of 
the l;iv/s, which srtop them, for none of these consi- 
derations atl'cetthem ; neither is it the unarmed hand 
of man that can correct them, for thesebrutal natures 
arc commonly endowed with brutal strength, and 
J^continc would no more have feared his puisiiy anta- 
gonist witlioiit a w'capon than I should stand in awe of 
aninlant. If these creatures, tliought I, wei'clet loose 
up<m society, and w'c had nothing but our fists to keep 
them in orOer, the prt>verb would be literally in:ide' 
good, and the weakest must goto tlie wall ; but that 
same lucky invention of gunpowder levels the strong 
with the ieehlc, and puts all who bear the chara6tcrof 
a gentleman, Upoii tiic same line of 4 lcfencc : If blows 
were to be exchanged with impunity, amd fohl lan- 
guage was to be endured without account, we 
should he a nation of rabbhf. It seems therefore as 
if inching more were to be wished, than for certain 
mitigations of this terrible resource, wlpch iniVot 
ultimaun^y depend upon the voluntary in^^nat iini^y' 
of those, Vvho are < omjw,l! 4 jd tp rcfoit to it: *V\ hat 
I mean is, to express a wish that gentlemen would 
think it no ilcrogatioii from thf’ir honour to ac- 
knowledge an error, or ask pardon for an alienee ; 
and as it c.m vcryratcly hapjjen, but that one party 
^imjst to his own conviction be in the faidt, it seems 
to follow, that hll those affans hv>noiir, that can 
' be df>ric away by an apology,' might ])y manly and 
ingeriuous characters be prevented from exlrtini- 
tif:s ; As to injuries of that deep natnie, which, ac- 
cording to the infirmity of human ideas, w'c arc apt 
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to call inexpiable, I presume not to an opinion ; • 

and in the aggiavating instance ol a blow, J have 
only to lament, that the sufferer has to exj)OFc iiis 
person to equal danger ^ilh the offender, 'rinntgh 
some unhappy instances of frivolous duels have 
lately occurretl, 1 cannot think that it is the vice of 
tlie times to be fond of quarrelling ; the manners of 
our young men of distinction ar^i certainly mot of 
that cast, and if it lies with any of the present age, 
it is with those half-made-uj^ ^^'ntry, who force their 
way into half-price plays in boots and spurs, and 
are clamorous in tlie passages of the front boxes in 
a crowded iheatTC ; 1 have with much concern ob- 
served this to be an inci casing nuisance, and have 
often wished those turbulent spirits to be better em- 
*ployed, and that they had dismoi^ited^froin their 
horses either a lilllc socuicr or not so Sf>on : Hut it 
is not by reasoning these gentltuncn will be. taught 
to conect their behaviour, 

I would seriously recommend to my readers of all 
descriptions, to keep a careful WMteh upon their 
tempers when they enter into argumciuanon and 
disj)ute ; let them be assured that by tbeir manage- 
ment of themselves on such occasion** tliey aie to 
decide their cVi ira6tcrs ; and whether they aie to pass 
a»ine%i ofxducation, temj)cr, and politencj^, or a.s 
illiterate, not, and il^jbit^l 4»lockheads, will depend 
upon their conduct in this particular. 5 1’ the lol- 
low'ing short and obvious maxims wtre attciuled 
to, 1 think animosities would be avoided and coii- 
veisation amended. 


* F.vcry man wdio enters into a dispute with another,^ 
(whether he starts^it or only takes it uj)) should « 
hear with patience what his opponent in x]ft ar- 
gument has to ofler in support of the opinion ho 
advances. * 
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‘ Kvcrv man gives a controverted opinion, 

ought ti) lay it down with as much conciseness, 
temper, and precision, as he can. 

An argument once confuted, should never be re-* 
]>(Mte(i, nor tortured into any other siiaj)e by so* 
phistry and (juii)blc, 

No jest* jjun, or witticism, tending to turn an op- 
pon'‘nl oi iiis rc.isoijing into ridicule, or raise a 
laugh at his cxjxnce, oiigljt by any means to be 
aitem[>icd ; for this is an attack upon the lem- 
j)er, not an address to the reason of a disputant. 
No two disputants **houKl speafc at the same time, 
nor any man overpower another by suj)crioritv of 
lungs, or the loudness of h laugh, or the sudden 
burst of an exclamation. 

It is an lildls[)ensiblc preliminary to all disputes,’ 
that o.itlis are no arguments. 

If any disputant slaps his hand upon the table, let 
him be informcvl that such an action does not 
clinch his argument, and is only pardonable in a 
lilacksniitb or a butcher. 

If any disjrutant oilers a wager, it is plain he has 
nothing else to oiler, and there the drbj)ute should 
end. 

Any gentleman who speaks above tb'c natural kt^y^ 
ofliis/\oicc casts an imputation on hisbowll cou- 
rage, lt*r cowaids' 'loudest, wlien they are 
out ofdfinger. 

C'onrradicrions arc no arguments, nor any expres- 
si«>ns to be made use of, such as — T/tat l*dcnij~ 
'F/tcrr ifvu art /tf'.'sUtLm — That is mpimihk — or any 
iof tire like blunt assertions, which only irritate, 
and do not elucidate. 

The advantages of rank or fortune are no ,advan- 
tnji.es in ar ♦ru mentation ; neither is an inferior to 
.oHcr, or a superior to extort the submission of 
the undcAtanciing on such occasions; for every 
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man’s reason has the same pedigree ; it begins • 
and ends with himself. 

* If a man disputes in a provincial dialect, or trips 
in his grammar, or, (i-^eing Scotch or Iri.sh) uses 
national ex])ressions, provided they convey his 
meaning to the unde*rstanding ot his opponent, it 
is a foolish jest to turn them into ridicule, for a 
man can only exjness his ideas* in such lattgiiage 
as be is master of. 

‘ Let the disputant who confutes another, forbear 
from triumph forasmuch as be, who increases 
his knowledge by conviction, gains more in the 
contest, than he who conveits another to his 
opinion; and tlie triumph moie becomes the ron- 

. quered, than the <x)nqnerdr. 

‘ I.et every d)?pi^tant make truth tWe only object ot 
his coritroveisy , and wlicthcr it be of his ow’n 
linding, or of any other man’s bestowing, let 
him think it woith his acceptance, and entertain 
it accordingly. 


NUMBER XIX. 


The following story is so extraordinary, that if I 
had not hud it fr nn good authority in the country 
where it happened, I should have considered it^as 
the invention of some poet for the Jahle of a drama^ 
A Portugue se gentleman, whom 1 shall beg leave 
to desoribc no otherwi'^e than by the name of l)on« 
Juan, W’lis lately brought to trial for poisoning his 
half-sister by the same father, after sjie w^as with 
child by him. 'J'his gentleman had for some 5 'cars 
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before liis tr’iLil ^Ictl a very solitary life at his castle 
in the nei^^hbourhood of Montremos, a town on 
the road between Lisbon and Badajos, the frontier 
garrison of Sjiain : 1 was shew'n his castle, as I 
passed tlnongh that dismal countiy, about a mile 
distant fiom the road, in a bottom surrounded with 
c( rk-rrct;s, aiul ne\er saw a more melancholy habi- 
tation j; The ciicemsUinccs which made against this 
geiith-man were so strong, and tlic story was in such 
general circulation in the nciglilxmriiood where he 
lived, that althougli he laid oiu the greatest part of 
a consulerablc income in acts ol charity, no body 
ever entered his gjtcs to tliank him ibr hss bounty, 
or solicit rclif'f, except one poor father of tlic Jero- 
nyrnlte convent in Montremos, who was his confes- 
sor, and acied a*', iiis almoner at diS(',rctlon. 

A charge of so black a nature, iiwolving the crime 
of incest as well as murder, at length reached the 
cats of justice, an<l a commission was sent to Mon- 
tremos to make enquiry into the rare : the supposed 
criminal made no attempt lo escape, but leadily 
intended the summons of the commissioners. Upon 
file trial it came out from the conhssion of tlie pri- 
soner, as well as from the dc])ositit»n of witnesses, 
that Don Juan had lived from his inlancy in the fjf- 
inily <if :: rich merchant at I Jsbon, who.'’arritd c:ti 
a considerable trade aiuLjc-rcsnondcncc in the Bra- 
zils; Don Juan being allowed to take this mer- 
chanth^ name, it w^as generally supposed that he 
was his natural son, and a clandesnne affair of love 
having been carried on between him and the mer- 
ch'Anths daughter Josepha, who was an only child, 
she became piCimant, and a medicine being admi- 
nistered to her by the hands of Don Juan, she died 
in a ‘few houis after, with all the symptoms of a 
pet son who had taken poison. The mother of the 
young lady survived her but a few^ days, and the 



J25 


\ 

1‘). OlJSEnVtR. 

latber threw himself into a convent of rncridicnnt'^, 
making over by deed of gilt the whole ol lus pro- 
perty to the supposed murderer. 

in this accOLiJ't therc*senv.ed a strange obscurity 
of facts, for some made suongly to the crimination 
of Don .luan, and the last-mentioned circumsUincc 
was of so contradictory a natun‘, as to throw tlie 
whole into perplexity ; and therefore to compel the 
piisoner to a further elucidation of the case, it was 
thought proper to irlcrif?gate liisn by torture. 

Whilst this Wife j'liepuiing, Don Juan, witlioiit 
betraying tlio least aliinn upc.n what was going 
fouvard, told ids judges that it \v(»uld sa^e them 
ami hdmseU’ some trouble, iC they would receive ins 
* confession upon certain points, to which he should 
tiuly speak, buf bey ond which aft the tortures in 
the wtuid (o'dd not force one .syllable : he said tliat 
lie was not the son, as it was supposed, of the mer- 
chant with wlioi^r he liv'cd, nor alhe<l to the deceased 
i, any ctlu.i wise than by the Icndcrcst ties ot 
mutual aMection an<l a piomi^NC (d irnirriagt', wliicli, 
Iiov, V V. . , i., .. b (i;.i;ed had not la en sulcmnii^(‘d: 

that be the son ot a gentleman of considerable 
1^>itiine pr th ;ha.sd.,, who left him an infant to 
tjie c%ie oftliC meichaiit in question; that^tlie mer- 
ciian!, for reason- 1^'St j|r4)\vn to bimssj!, chose to 
cull him by his own irnoe, ami this laang done in 
lus inianey, he was taegiit to believe that lie* was an 
orjrbali \outh, the ol a distant relation oi the 
person who adopted him; he begged his judges 
therefore to obser\c that he nc\er understood J^se- 
jdia to be his sister; that as to hci^being with ehll# 
by hit,n, he arknowfedged it, and prayed (*od lorj 
giveness for an otl'ence, which it had been Iws in- 
tention to repair by mairying her; that wiili lespcct 
to the medicine, he certainly <lid give ft to her with 
his own hands, for that she was sick in consccpience 
M o 
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of her prcgnanc}’^, and being afraid of creating alarm 
or suspicion in her parents, had required him to 
order certain drugs frnm an apothecary, as if for 
himself, which he accordmgly did, and he verily 
believed they were faith I Lilly miTJcd, inasmuch as lie 
stood the man whilst he ])icparcd the rncddcine, 
and ^a\v eveiy sepriratel}* put in. 

'I'he' jiu’ges thereupon at-ked hnn, if he would 
take it (^n his conscience to say, ihat the Lnly drd 
not die by poisvin : Don Juan, bursting into tears 
lor the lirst time, answered, to Ciis etctnal sorrov/ 
he knew that slic did die by poison. — W as tiiat 
])0]son contained in the medicine she took r — It 
was —Did he impute tjie ciinic of mi.viiig tiie poi- 
son in thccmedicine to the apothecary^', or tlid he 
take it on liimself? — \ either the* apothecary, nor 
himself, was guilty. — I \d the lady from a principle 
of sliaine (he was llum a^ked) commit the act of 
suicide, and infuse the poison whhont his know- 
ledge? — lie started into horror at the fjucstion, 
and took C^ud to witness, that she was innocent of 
the deed. 

U'he judges seemed now confounded, and for a 
time abstained IVoni any further inter,rogat<)rics, de- 
bating the matter amongst themselves by whn per^.; 
when one pf them obscj;vtfd to the priseJner, that, 
according 'to his confession, he had said she did die 
by jx/ison, and yet by the answers he had now 
given, it should seem as if he meant to acquit every' 
jxnson on whom suspicion cou/d potisibly rest; 
th€.rc was, however, one interrogatory lett, which, 
^tinnaturaJ as it was, however, he would put to him 
for form’s sake only, befort they proceeded to 
gicatgr cv irornitics, and that question involved the 
hither OT mother of the lady. — Did he mean to iin- 
j)ute the horrid intention of murdering their child 
to the patents?—' No,’ replied the prisoner in a 
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tiini tone cjf voire, ‘ 1 am certain no such intention 
c^(*r entered liie lieaits ot tbe unliajipy f)a’(nis, aiid 
I siionld he lln‘ oj! sinner'i, ii I iinj)utcd it to 

tiiMo/— riie upon llns^ vleclaied with one 

Vince that be was witli the fourt, and e 

Older*; for the rack; tlic) would li nvever for tin* 
latjL time demand of Idin, it' lie Js new vvho^t wrs 
tliat did poi'-'on Josepha ; to which he answered 
vvithoiit besiiaticiu tliat lu' the! I now, but that no 
tortures should foiie him to da clave it; as to Hi 
he w'ds weary of if, and tiic'y nn^ht dispose oi it as 
they saw fit; he could not d.e in greater toituus 
tiian he had lived. 

"rhey now tcu'k llii- pevemptory recusant, and 
* stripping him of his upper garments, Itiid liim on 
the rack ; a snrj^eoii was cahed in, who kej)t ii s 
lingers on Ins puhe: and the executioners were di- 
rected io begin tlieir lorluie>; tlicy had given him 
one severe stietcji l^y ligatures fixed to his extremi- 
ties af d piL-sed o\er an axle, winch was turned b}’’ 
a wiih'ila..'^ , the sti.iin uj’^on bis muscles and joints 
by the acticm ot ili^s inleiual ci'gmc was dreadful, 
and inituM* spcfke her sutlenngs ]>y a horrid cnish m 
t^erv lin'J>;‘V:e sweat started in large drops upon 
Ijis \^CQ giul bo'.cnn, yet the man wa*^ fir^n amidst 
the agonies ol the jjiac^iwc*, mot a giawn escaped, 
and the fiend whc/ was snjrctintendant of tlie lieilji-h 
wenk, defined they might vne rca'^e In- fortuics 
iijron The next n;g, ioi tliai hh- pulse had not \aired 
a stiokc, nor abated of sticngth in the smallest 
degree. ^ ^ 

'I'iie tormentors had mnv begun a ''Ccond opera- 
tion \yith more viofence than the former, vvijch# 
their devilish ingenuity had contiivcd to vary^so as 
to extoit acuter pains Irom the applie^ation of the 
engine to parts that bad not yet had tluir full share 
<>i the first agony ; when suddeidy a inoidf tubhed 
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into the chamber, and called out to the judges to 
desist iVom tortuiing that innocent man, and take 
the coiiUs^ion of tlic munV-rer from his own lips, 
t’poii :i sign.d iroin the ju^lges, the executioners let 
go the engine at once, and Itie joints snapped audi- 
bly into their sockets with (he elasticity of a bow. 
Nalni?i* sunk un^lcr the revul’^ion, and Don Juan 
fainted on the rack. 'I’hc monk immediately with 
a loud voice excLiiniod — Jiihuinan wretches, de- 
legates of hell and ageaits of tUc^dcvil, make ready 
your engine for the guilty, and lake off your bloody 
hands Ironi the imioeent, for iKhold!’ (and so say- 
ing heihrew back his cowl) ‘ behold the father and, 
the murderer of Joscplni! — ’ 

'I'he w'holc assembly started with astonishment r 
the judges stood aghast, and even the daemons rd* 
toiiure rolled ihrir eye-halls on the monk with 
horror and dismay. 

^ If you arc willing,’ says he U the judges, ‘ to 
receive ni) coniession, whilst your tormentors aie 
I)rej)aring their rack for the vdest criminal ever 
stretched upon it; hear me !* If not, set your engine 
to work without further cntpiiry, and glut your 
apjx litcs With human agonies, which* once in your 
lives you may now inflict ;jivitli justice.’ 

‘ Piocertl,’ said ihv. s^n»;r jiHlge. 

‘ That guiltless sufferer, who now lies inscnsihle 
before ‘my eyes,’ saitl the monk, ‘ is the son of an 
excellent father, who wras once my dearest friend: 
lie was confided to my charge, being then nn infant, 
^affd my friend followed his fortunes to our settle- 
ments in the Brazils : he resided there twenty years 
'-v'i^hoat visiting Portugal once in the time ;»lie rc- 
mittW to me many sums of money on his son’s 
accouTit; at this time a hellish thriught arose in my 
mind, which the distress of my affairs and a passion 
for extravagance inspired, of converting the pro- 
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pert}'' of my charge to my own account; J imparted * 
these suggestions to my unhappy wife, who is now 
at her account ; let me do her justice to confess she 
withstood them firmly, for a lime; still fortune 
frowned upon me, and 1 was sinking in my credit 
every hour; ruin stared me in the lacc, and nothing 
stood between me and iiuinediate disgrace, but this 
infamous expedient. • j* 

‘ At last, persuasion, menaces, and the impend- 
ing pressure of necessity conquered her virtvie, and 
the acceded to the^ffaud. \\ c agreed to adopt tljc 
infant as the orphan sf>n of a distant relation of our 
own name ; J maintained a correspondence with his 
father, by Ictleis pretending to be written by the 
son, ai:d I siippoited my in a splendid cx- 

*trava«ancc by the assignments 1 re^civeA from the 
Brazils. At length, the father of Don Juan died, 
and by will be(jueathcd his fortune to me in failure 
ol his son and liis iicii's. 1 had ah eady advanced so 
far in ^^uilt, tliatuhe tem])talion of this contingency 
met no icsisldnce in my mind, and I determintd 
u])on removing this bar to my ambition, and pro- 
posed to my njfe to s<cuic the piize that fortune 
had hung within our reach, by the assassination of 
tffc heir. *ShV* revoked from the idea with horror, 
a»d fetr hcfpc time her thoughts remained i* so dis- 
turbed a slate, that kdiil Hot ’think it JJrudcnt to 
renew ilie attack : after some time the agent of the 
deceased arrived in Lisbon Irom the Brazils, and as 
he wai^ privy to rvy correspondence, it became ne- 
cessary for me to discover to Don Juan who he 
was, and also wfiat fortune he was^intitled to. In, 
this crisis, threatened with shame and detection on 
one hand, and tempted In avarice, pride, ' 

devil on the other, 1 M'on over my reluctant wife to 
a partici])ation of my crime, and we /nixed thtit 
dose with pcfison, which we believed was intended 
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for Don Juan, but which, in fact, was destined for 
r)ur only child: she took it; heaven discharged its 
vengeance on our heads, and we saw our daughter 
ex])ire in agfuiics before o ir eyes, with the bitter 
aggravation ot a double murder, for the child was 
alive within her. Are there words in language to 
e:;j)res^ our lamentations r Are there tortures in the 
reach >f e\f'n yt)”r invention to compare with those 
we felt ? \\ onvlcrful were the struggles of nature 
in the heart of our exj>inng child : she bewailed us; 
slu- consoled, nay, she e\en h^rgave us. To l)oa 
./uan we made ininicdiate confession ot our guilt, 
and conjured him to inflict liirU punishment upon 
us, which justice demanded, and our ciiincs de- 
served. It was in this dicadiul moment that our 
daugliter, with her last breath, by the most solemn 
JK^juratioiis exacted and obtaincL*/ a promise from 
Dim Juan not to expose her parents to a public 
exct'ution by disclosing what had passed, Alas ! 
alas! we sec too plainly how he kept his word: 
Behold, he dies a mart}!’ to honour I your internal 
tortures have destroyed him — 

No sooner had the rnonk pronoiinceJ these words 
in a loud and furious lone, than the wretched Don 
.luan drew a sigh ; a second would ‘have followed, 
but hea .en no longer could tolerate the agonies jf 
innocence, and stopj)ed^hL> heart for ever. 

1 he monk had fixed his eyes upon him, ghastly 
with terror, and as he stretched out his mangled 
limbs at life’s last gasp — Acrursed monsters!’* 
he exclaimed, “ may CtocI requite his murder on 
your souls at the great day of judgment ! His blood 
be on your heads, ye ministers of darkness! tor 
if heavenly vengeance is not yet appeased by 
iny contrition, in the midst of flames my aggrieved 
s6ul*will fi^id sf)mc consolation in the thought, that 
you partake its torments.” 
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Having uttered this in a voice scarce human, he 
plunged a knife to his heart, and whilst his blood 
spouted on the pavement, dropped dead uj)on the 
body of Don Juan, and«expircd without a groan. 


XILMRKR XX. 


, Quid di^uutn tuuto ft 1 1 1 luv promusstor hlulu? 

*I THINK it much to be lamented l^iat d\ir Englivi* 
news-pap<u-s ha\^: such an e\tcnsjve circulation 
through Europe, unless proper means could be 
Taken to restrain thcii •excessive licentiousness. As 
lew foreigners will believe any goMrntnent so void 
of rcscJurce in this particular, they can no ollkrwise 
account for our not correcting these abuses ot the 
press, but because wc «,vant the will and nor the 
power. Amongst the causes that have lately ojie- 
r^lcd to jncr«fa?e their circulation and success, I 
h^i lej^'oi’j^hc honour of human nature, tht^r licen- 
tiousness IS not one;ijan4 jKt it aiipears-nts if their 
encouragement had kcj)t pace with their malig- 
nancy. If 1 had not experienced the had eilects 
they hSve upon t^jc minds of ]H*op\c in other coun- 
tries, 1 should not have thought such publications 
capable of such mischief. 'Though the conducufrs^ 
of them seem careless about con^^Irquences, 1 will 
not believe it w as in fheir minds to do a ilriikrratr i 
injury to their country ; but a< they arc not dis|5t)‘»'ed 
to put a bridle on themselves, it were to be w 'sb&nl 
some prudent hand would do the oliicc* for them; 
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though I see the difficulty of finding such a curb as 
shall not gall the mouth of Freedom. 

I am not at present disposed to be any longer 
seiious on this subject, a id therefore waving all 
the weightier matters of my charge, 1 shall take 
nfjticc onl}" fd'oiic ridiculous cireumstance in which 
they abound, vulgarly called PiJinLt'm 

J h vc hem tu:.n:ii c v)ver some papers to find out 
the chief professors of this art, which I believe is 
now earned to its highest stale of improvement : 
truth compels me to say, that o/ith regret 1 have 
discovered several amongst llieni, who ought to 
have undei stood tlieinK(dve'> belter, but whilst there 
is hope they will amend, 1 am contented they, 
shoulrl escape ; at leas«. \ shall pass them over in 
silence, rcgar<li?'g liiem for the present as persons 
surprised into bad coinjiviny, anii chargeable with 
indiscretion r ithcr th-in de})ravity. 

Our advertising quacks or cnijiirics are an antient 
and numerous class of Pi/ffcrs. zV collision qf rival 
interests occasions these gentlemen to run foul of 
ear:h other in their general undertakings, and betrays 
their n.duial modesty into a: warmer stile of colour- 
ing their own merits, than the liberal study of 
ph ysic and the puldic-spinted principle f)n which 
they pr(*^end to act, would otherwise vf^irrant : If 
the candid reader cUn *fir/d i i excuse for them in 
their zeal and anxiety to recommend the blessings 
which tliey offer to mankind, I will not impede 
the plea. A foolisli partiality '’Oine people still 
have for physicians regularly bred, and a squeamish 
urfwlliingncss to repair to back-doors and blind 
alleys for relief, oblige them to use strong words to 
rot*-' -f strong prejudices. But though they are at 
some* pains to convince us that our bills of natural 
deaths might be all comprised undei the single 
article of old age, there is yet here and there an 
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ol)stin:ite man who will tile dv nc before the age* 
of tlirct scoic veins anti ten. 

Whilst the sages are off* our distempers in 

one page, t!i<* auctioneers aic ;>///////•> off'our [>roperty 
in another. Jf this island o( ours is to he credited 
for their description of it, it must ])\ss for a ttrres- 
triiil paradise : it makes an Fngl.sh ear tingle to 
hear of the houmiless vantiv of i^rwus, groves, and 
];arks ; lakes, rivers, and livulcts ; decorated farms 
and fruitful ganlcns ; superb and matchless collec- 
tions of jewels, plate, furniture, and 

equip'agfs ; lo\va-uo\ises and country-houses; hot- 
houses and icc-]K>;u.s; observatories an^l conserva- 
tories; otiicts attached and detached: with all tlie 
nuiucrour, c'vcLrn.s tbi t glitter down the columns of 
"our public punts. Numerous a^^ these are, it is 
l<‘ss a matter of Airj)ti/.e with me where purchasers 
are iound, tli ui wliy any one, whose necessities arc 
not his reason, will l)€ a \cnder of such enchanting 
possessiijjis. 'J'hpugh a man’s Ctipiice may be tired 
of a beautiful object long enjoyed, yet when he sees 
ail old accpnilntance du.'Sed out in new colours, and 
glowing in the llowe»'y viescriptioii of these luxu- 
riant, writers, 1 should expect that his aff'eetioiv 
\ft)uld leyive'', and that he would recall the cruel 
of alienation. Pliny never so described his 
villa, *as tJiesc JdW set forth the cast-otf 

mansion oi a weary owner. Put a vicious, lame, 
and stumbling horse into their hands, and he/comes 
out saih and sound ihc next mornin<j, and is lit to 
carry the iiist lady in the land ; weed your collec- 
tions of their co]hes and counterfeits, b^?^ the hflp^ 
of a persuasive tongue, quick eit*, and energetic 
hammer, they arc knocked down fur criginaip^^aftdir 
antitpics, and the happy buyer bears tlu m otr de- 
lighted with his baigaln. V\ hat is the liai]) of an 
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Orpheus compared to the hammer of an Auc- 
tioneer ! 

I must, in the next place, request the reader’s 
attention to the Pohshing Ptijr'rrs; a title by which 
] would be understood to speak of those venerable 
teachers and instructors, who are endowed with the 
happy faculty of instilling arts and sciences into 
their disciples, like lixed air into a vapid men- 
struum : I'hcse are the beatified sj)ints wliom Vir- 
gil places in liis poetical Klysiuin : foolish men 
amongst the Greeks, sucli as Socr.ites, Plato, and 
others, trained their pupils step by siep in know- 
ledge, and made a hughear of instiuctiou; Pytha- 
goras, in particular, kept his scholars live years in 
probationary silence, as if wiedorii was not to be 
learned witnoutJabour ; our modem ixihshers pifJT' 
it into us in a morning ; the poliffii is laid on at a 
stroke, just as boys turn a buckle into a silver 
one with a little quicksilver* and bnck-dust ; the 
j)()Iis]ied bu< kic indeed soon ropen*'S of its transmu- 
tation, but it is to be hoj>ed the allusion di^es not 
hold throng]), and that the p<dishcd mind or body 
does not rela])sc as soon toils primitive lusticity* 
Strange ! that any body will be a clown, when the 
Graces invite us to their private hops with hai:a- 
bills and advert iscmcnls : \N h\ do not ^hc who'e 
court of Ardermen danci; my J.ord Mayor’s ball, 
instead ol’ standing noth their hands in their ])ockets, 
when growoi gcnilerncn (let them grow to what 
size tliey may) are taught toioa'/c a hifnurt grnVefulIy 
in three lectures ? Amazing art! only to be equrlled 
by the obstinacy that resists it. I low are the times 
<Iegencra'f d ! Orpheus fiildles and the brutes won’t 
1 (m) to the courts of law, listen to the bel- 
lowlhg of the bar ; mount the gallery of the senate, 
ve* liovv Mav /{rre and ihrit ihtiv f)r«itor breaks 
poor Priseiau’s head for the good of his couniiy ; 



N« 20. 


OBS£RV£R. ^ J35 

t‘ntcr our theatres — does that gentleman speak to a* 
ghost, as a ghost ought to be s|H)kcn to ? Walk 
into a church, if you have au}'^ feeling tor the sacred 
sublimity of our service, you will never walk into 
another where it is so mangled : every one of these 
parricides might be taiiglit not to murder his mo- 
ther-tongue w'ithout rncicy, if he would but bcli(?ve 
an advertisement, and l>etake himself to the Pftlishcr. 
Kducation at our public scho()ls and universities is 
travelling in a waggon for expedition, when there is 
a bridle road willf take yon by a short cut to Par- 
nassus, anti tijo Polisher has got the key of it ; he 
has elocution for all customers, lawyeis, j)la3’^ers, 
parsons, or senators ; tcad.y-madc talents for all 
, professions, the bar, the stage, the pijpit, or the 
jiarhamcnt, ^ • 

'rhere is another class of Pitffcrs^ who speak 
etrongl}^ to the ])assions, and use many curious de- 
vices to allure the sedses, fitting out their l.ottery- 
officeg, like fowiers who catch birds by night wdtU 
looking-glasses and candles, to entice us to their 
snare. Some of them hang out the goddess of good- 
fortune in pel son with* mone^’-bags in her liands, a 

S npfmg emblem ; others lecommend thcmstlvcs 
de;j| the auspicis of some lucky name, confound- 
iflg f\ur liircuh: with cabjistical numbers, Unintelli- 
gible calculations, anfl nl^ sferious j>revliet'ions, whose 
absurdity is their recommendation, and whose ob- 
scurity makes tlie temptation irresistible : 

Omnia nvm stofidi adw'n'antur amantquCf 

Jm'asis *jtiu snb t'vrbis lulUanlin cernnnt. • 

• ^ 

Kssences, cosmetk's, and a hundred articles of 

prettnded invention for the frivolous 
our persons eng**oss a considerable share of our 
public papers : the puffs from this quarl^^r are replete 
vvitb all the gums and odours of Arabia ; the chc-p 
N 2 
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mists of Laputa were not more subtle extractors of 
sunbeams than these artists, who can l'rtt;h powder 
of ])eails out oi’ rotten bones and mercury, odour of 
roses from a turnip, and tlv* breath of ZrCphyrs out 
of a cabbage-stalk; they can lurnibh your dressing- 
room with the toilette of Juno, bring you bloom 
from the cheeks of Hebe, and a nosegay from the 
bosom 1 of flora. Tr These Puftm' never fail to tell 
you, after a court birth-day, that their washes, 
powders, and odours, were the favorites of the 
drawing-room, and that the reigpjng beauties of the 
assembly bought their charms at their counters. 

After these follow a rabble of raree-shew-men, 
with mermaids, man-tygers, ourang-ou tangs, and 
every monster and abortion in creation ; columns of 
giants and lighf-intantry, companies of dwarfs ; 
conjurers, rope-dancers, and posture-masters; tooth- 
drawers, oculists, and chiropodists ; every one 
himself off to the jiublic in a ntyle as j)roud as An- 
tient Pistol’s ; every fellow who can twirl upon his 
toe, or ride a gallop on his head, pastes himself up 
in effigy on our public offices and churches, and 
takes all the courts in Kmope to witness to the 
fame of his performances, if a rascal can shew a 
louse through a microscope, he expects alUhe hcu.ls 
in Kngh'-/id to itch till they behold it ; ilia son 
the gallows can slide dow: » a rope from the toj) of 
a steeple, he pi/flit off his flight in Pindarics, that 
would make a moderate man’s head giddy to read; 
nay, we have seen a gambllng-ho.use and a brothel 
thrown open to the town, and public lectures in 
/?bscenity audaciously advertised in a Chiistian city, 
which would not have been tolerated in Sodom or 
i t J #s*ah • 

J cannot dismiss this subject without liinting to 
the proprietors of our Koyal Iheatrcs, that this 
expedient of is pardonable only in a troop oi 
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tlrollers, ov the master of a puppet-shew. Whilst. 
theiVliiscs keep possession of our theatre, and genius 
treads the stage, every friend to tlic national drama 
will ctmdemn the piacticc, and hold them inex- 
cusable, who are responsible for it, if they do not 
discontinue it. It is hardly possible that any cause 
can be j>iofited by pitjfing ; it any can, it must ha a 
cuijtcmptiblc one; the interests* of lilcrati#re are 
amongst the h'utthat can ex]^ect julvantage from it, 
or that should condescend to so mean a resouice : 
instead of attractij|ig curiosity, it creates disgust ; 
instead of answering the temporary object of profit, 
it sinks the permanent funel of re[)utation. As to 
the iin])oljcy of the measure, many reasons may be 
, given, but these I shall foibear to mention, lest 
wlidst J am stating clangers I should appear to sug- 
gest them. Jn conclusion, J have no doubt but the 
good sense of the proprietors will determine on a 
reform ; for 1 am persuaded they cannot be profited 
by hc^uses of tlu-ir own tilling, nor any author flat-* 
tered by applauses of his own bestowing. 


' NUMl&IC XXI. 


Society in despotic governments is narrowed ac- 
cording to the degree of rigour, which the ruling 
tyrant exercises over his subjects. Jn some coun-^ 
tries it is in a manner annihilatccf. As despotism 
relaxes towards limited monarchy, society 
in the same ]>ioportjon. Jf we consider freedom of 
condilmn in no other light than as it aJ^ects society, 
a monarchy limited by law, like this of our’s, is per- 
N 3 
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haps the frccct constitution upon earth ; because 
was It to divcr^^c from the center on which it now 
rests, either towards despotism on one hand, or de- 
mocracy on the other, the restraints upon social 
freedom would o|)crate in tiic same degree, tho* not 
in the same mode ; for whether that restraint is pro- 
duced by the awe of a couit, or the promiscuous 
been tie u.-iiicss of a »*abble, the bariieris in cither case 
broken down ; and whether it lets the cobler or the 
king's rnc.^'Sengcr into our coinj)aii 3 ^, the tyranny is 
insupportable and society is cnsla\ed. 

\\ hen an iMiglishman :s admitted into what are 
called the best circlc.s in Pans, he generally iinds 
somctliing cajitivailng in them on a Hist ac(]uaint- 
ance ; lor without Fpeaking of their internal rc- 
commendntmns, it is apt to Hatter a man’s vanity 
to lind himseii in an exclusive party, and to sur- 
mount those difficulties, vxhlch oihers cannot. As 
soon as he has had time to exunniu* the component 
jiarts of this circle into which he so luippil) stept, he 
readily di.seoveis that it is a circle, (or he goe.s round 
and round wiihout one excursion ; lilt whole party 
follows the same stated rcvc>^ution, their minds anti 
bodies keep the s-ime mbit, their opinions lise an«l set 
Axdth the regularity of plantrts, and for what is p'^ife- 
mg witl'^out their sjiliere they know noticing ‘ot it, 
Jn thisjunit) it rarely 'ha]Vpt‘?s hut some ])redoininant 
sjiirlt takes the lead, and if he is ambitious of 
n\:iking a master-stroke indeed, he may go the length 
to declare, Ihaf he han the i.owmr 1o hn'uacifan 

AfheisL 'I'he creed of this leading spirit is the creed 
ol'thc junto; there is no fear of controversy ; inves- 
tigation does not reach them, and that liberality of 
<-^'«*'!>,‘*which a collision ofitleas only can produce, 
tloes^not belong to them ; you must fall in with their 
sentiments, or keep out of their society , and hence 
arises that over-ruling self-opinion so peculiar to the 
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Frcncli, th^t yssumed superiority so conspicuous in* 
their manners, which destroys the ver^ essence of 
that politeness wdiich they boast to excel in. 

Politeness is nothin^ more than an clet^ant anJ 
concealed species ot flattery, tendinj^ to put the per- 
son to whom it is addressed in good-humour and re- 
spe( t with himself: but if there is a parade and dis- 
play aflwCted ill the exertion of it, (it a man saunns to 
say — lio\i vomit 'in'ndU,^ and fsravfous / am /<— 
w hilst he has oiil}'^ the eommon olliccs oi civility to 
‘jicilbrm, such pol^tene^s seems founded in mistake, 
and calculated to lecomnieud the wrong person; 
imd this mistake 1 have observed frequently to occur 
in French manners. 

'The national character of the Spaniards is very 
difierent from that of the FreiicU. aiut the habits 
of life in Madrid as ojipositc as may be from 
those which obtain at Pat is. Tlic Spaniards have 
been a great and frec**j)eoj)le, and though that gran- 
deur and lliat fuedom are no nn^re, their traces are 
yet to be seen amongst the Castilians in particular. 
'I’hc common jicople have not yet contracted tliat 
obsecjuioLisncss and submission, which the rigour of 
their government, if no revolution occurs to rcdiess 
list in li.iic reduce them to. 'I he condition, 
whi'a tl^ gallant nation is now found in-between 
tlie (despotism of th<ii tk:*ofte and the tc*rrors of the 
in<|insition, cannot be aggravated by description ; 
body and mind are held in .such complete shdery by 
these tw^o gloomy powers, that men are not wil- 
ling to expose their persons for the sake of their 
opinions, and society is of course exceedingly cir^j^ 
cumscribed ; to trifle;^ away time seems all they aspire 
to; conversation turns upon few topics, 
are such as will not carry a dispute ; neither glow- 
ing witli the zeal ol party, nor the cordial inter- 
change of mutual confidence; day after day rolls in 
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'the same lanc.uitl rniiiul through life ; their semina- 
ries of ecluratj'^11, especially since the expulsion of 
tlie .lesiiits, arc grievously in decline; learning is ex- 
tinct : thciv taculties arc whelmed in superstition, 
and ignorance C(n-ers tlicm with :i cloud ot darkness, 
through vvhn h tlie bnghtcit parts cannot find their 
way. 

if this country aw its own interests in their true 
light, it \v(;uld conciluite the atiVetions of the Spanish 
nation^ vvh.o :i\c naturally disj^os.d towards haig- 
Idiul ; the )i‘^>stile ]>ohry of main/aiiiing a haughty' 
iojtress on the extiemiiy of tlieir co.JSt, whicli is no 
longer vnhiahic than whilst tliry continue to attack 
it, has driven them into a coinjjnct with h ranee, 
odious to a[i true Spanittrds, and which this country 
lias the o])\ ions- means of dissoU ing^ It is by an 
alliance with Kngland that Spain will recover her 
])iistiiie giv.ituess ; hrar.ceis jiluiiging her into firo- 
vincial dependency ; theie is slill virtue in the Spa- 
nish nation ; honesty, simjilicitj", and sobrict^y are 
still cliaiaclcristics of the C'astdian ; lie is brave, 
jKitient, unn'pining ; no soldier lives harder, sleeps 
I' T.*:, r r rnurc/nes longer ; tiefit liirn like a gentleman, 
and y( n may work him like a mult* ; his word is a 
pas poit in affairs of honour, and a none’ 
ters ot p'<*j)erty. 'J'liat dignity of nature. whi/:h iVi 
the Ingiiest'^orders of thc^sttrie ? mij-erahly dehas-cd, 
still kcc'jis its vigour in the bulk of the people, and 
will a^'Sinedly break out into some sucldc-n and g.**- 
neral convul.sioii for their deliverarcc. If there are 
virtue and good sense in the admini^'tration t)f this 
gCounlry, we shall seize the oj^pmtun ty yet ojien 
to us, ^ 

V remains that I should speak of Kngland, 
and when I turn my thoughts to my native island, 
and consider (it with the iinjiaitiality ot a citizen of 
the w'orld, 1 discern in it all advantages in perfeo 
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tion, which man in social state can enjoy. A con- 
stitution ot' government sufficiently monarchical lo 
jH’cserve order and decorum in society, and popular 
enough to set lire freedom ; a climate so happily 
tempered, that the human genius is neither cxliaust- 
cd bv heat, nor cramped and ma Ic torpid by cold ; 
a lanil abounding in all maiuvr oi produetjons, that 
can encourage industry, invite exercise, anfl pro- 
mote health ; a lot of earth so singularly located, as 
marks it out by Providence to be tlie emporium of 
jdenty and the asy^^un of peace; a religion, whose 
C'^ablishment lea\es all men tree, neither endanger- 
ing their persons, nor enslaving their minds; a sys- 
tem of cnliiihtcned educau<ui so crcneral, and a vein 
of genius so charactcristical.'tliat under the banners 
of a free press must secure to the n»tion a standing 
])ody of learned men, to sjircad its language to the 
ends of llic ^\o^ld and its fame to all pofclcnty. 

What is it then, which interrupts the enjoyments 
of social life, and disturbs tlic harmony of its inha- 
bitants ? Why do foreigners coinjihun that time 
hangs heavy on their hanch in Knghind, that private 
houses are shut against tliein, and that, were it not 
for the resource of public places, they would iind 
tWIii^p^lvcs. iii^a siilitude, or (more propcily s[>eak- 
inj) s,oIit;’ 4 y in a crowd.? Mow comes it^o pass 
that country gcntlcmerft Mio occusioiTally visit 
town, see themselves ne]^cted and Ibi gotten by 
those veiy people, who have been welcomed ti> 
their lufuses and regaled with their ho.spiiality ; and 
men of talents and character, foinud to grace arul 
ilclig'ht our convivial hours, are lelt to p ict* the Parlv 
and streets of l^oiidoi^by themselves, as if they were 
t lie cxiUs fixim society ? • 

The fact is, trade occupies one end of the town, 
and politics en'^rt)ss the other ; As for tyreigners 6f 
distinction, who ought in good policy to be con- 



I J2 / OBSERVER. 21. 

.vidcrctl as the guests of the state, after they have 
gone through the dull ceremonial of a drawing-room, 
the court takes no further concern about them. 
The ciow n has no officer charged with their recep- 
tion, provides no table within or without the palace 
lor their entertainment ; parliamentary or official 
juocations arc a standii?g plea for eveiy state mini- 
ster iir Ins turn neglect them. 'Flie winter cli- 
mate and coast of Kngland is so deterring to natives 
oi more temperate latitudes, that they commonly 
(>:ty their visits to the capital in |hc summer, wheri 
it is de^'crtetl; so that niter hillctting themselves in 
some empty hotel, amidst the iunus of [laint and 
noise ol repaiis, they wear out a few tedious days,, 
and then t^jke flight, a!s if they had cscajicd from a, 
priRr»n. W hen* parliament is sittij;ig and the town 
is full, a man, who docs not interest himself in the 
politics and party of the day, will find the capital an 
unsocial place; that degree ?)f ficedom, which in 
other respects is the liie of society,* now becoj;ncs its 
mortal foe; the zeal, and even fury, with which 
jieojile abet their part}^ and the latitude they give 
themselves in opinion anti dismuisc, extinguish 
every vtuce that would speak peace and pleasurclo 
the hoaul, and turn good fellovvship'intodoiuJvdTO- 
tcntioiiSir.d a stiife of ton^ies. w « 

'i'he assuiTiccl by bur* news-papers of pub- 

lishing what they are pleased to call Ihuliamentaiy 
J )ebates 1 must regard as one of the greatest evils of 
the time, replete with foreign und domestic mis- 
ebief: Our orators sjieak pamphlets, and the senate 
I is turned into a theatre. 'I'he late bouts of pailia- 
ment, which to a degiec nr#? become f^'^iiionable, 
"Wr" iTl^t •tiect d( strut tivc to societv. I cannot dis- 
p^nse with observing collaterally on tlii-s otcasioii 
lliat professional men in Kngland ctinsort more ex- 
clusively amongst themselves, and communicate less 
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generitlly than In other countries, which gives their* 
conversation, however inluiining, an air ol pedantry, 
contracted by long habits, great ardour I’or their 
profession and dee]) learning in it. 

As for slander, which anion^st other c\ils owes 
much of its propagation to tlic same vehicle (d* the 
daily press, it is llie poison of*socicry; depresses 
virtuous ambition, damps the carl}, shoots of ih^nius, 
puts the innocent to pain, and drives the guilty to 
desperation ; it infuses susjiicion into the lievt na- 
tures, and loosens tjic cement of the strongest friend- 
shij)s : very many jifFcct to desjiisc it, few arc so 
liigh-minded as not to feel it ; though common 
slandetcrs seldom have it in tlieii ])o\vcr to hnit 
established ie[>utatiotis, yet they can always contrive 
*to spoil company, aiul put honest irw.Ti to the troulile 
ot’ turning them Rut of it. 

Jt is a common sa} that authors are more sj>ite- 
ful to each other, aiulmore initrible under an attach, 
than other men ; 1 do not licUcvc the ohseivatiou is 
well founded ; eveiy s<*nsible man knows that his 
fame, csjiecially of the llteraiy kind, Inforc it can 
J3ass current in the worM, pays a duty on entrance.*, 
like some sort oi merchandize, ra(orctn\ lie knows 
tlfc^thei e a/t aKva)s some who li\e ujion the 
]jUiii^r o^ condemned reputations, watcliing the 
tides (Vf jiopuUir favoujp in hSpes of makiiTg seizin cs 
to tlicir own account — Ua!tnf xrnaiutn pri} cve///, 
imwo /uv 'J lie little injury such rnen*do to 

letters Chiedy conslbts in the siu])idity of their own 
prodiK^tions ; 'I’liey may to a certain degree check 
a inairs living fame, but il lie writes to posterity, fle ^ 
is out id their reacii, .because he appeals to a court 
wiicrc tjiey can never ap])ear against him. « 

When we give our ptane to any man’s character 
or peilormances, let us give it absolutely^ and with- 
out comparison, for it is justly remarked by foreign- 
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• crs, that ^ r»« coinmencl positively : I'his re- 

mark bears both against our good nature and our 
gone! sense; but let no man by ibis or any other 
declamation against slander be awed into that timid 
j)rudcnce, which aifeeting the name of candour, 
dares not to condemn, and of course is not intitleil 
ta a])|)laud, 'IVnth and justice have tlicir claim:; 
iipon^s, and oui testimony against vice, ioliy. and 
hypocrisy is due to society ; manly rcseuUnent 
against mischievous characters, cleanly ridicule of 
vanity and impeitinence, and liyr criticism of whi»t 
is under public review are the prerogatives of a free 
sj)irit : they peculiarly belong to Knglishmcn, and 
he betrays a right constitutionally inhere nt in him, 
who frotn mean and personal mothes forbears to 
exercise it. • 

When I have said this, I thinl! it liglit to add, 
that I cannot state a case, in which a man can be 
justified in treating another V name with freedom, 
and concealing his own, • 


nuMbfr xxir. 

* V > 

7'l tjvfmdu vhci tiliorinn ^ qit{iui(>> 

''uixjnr naut^iiC pulii'tl AJ I 'i tjtijt ,'•) • 

Jlo.s uutn.Oi,^ in>iu loi >f!r^ ih;:’ 

Ail til Jhf>ifu hm' {-'o!lor 

^ ;i V. cjj. r, 

which I have sclecicd for the; motto 
of this paper will shew, that 1 intend to devote it to 
the coii^'idcration of the vice of U^anina ; and I for- 
bore to £t£*te it in my pi ex; ding essay amongst the 
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causes, that affect society in this country, because I 
regarded it as an evil too enormous to be brought 
within the brief enumeration theiein contained/re- 
solving to treat it with that particular respect and 
attention which its high station and dignity in mis- 
chief have a claim to. 

Though I have no hesitation at beginning the at- 
tack, 1 beg leave to premise that I am totally ^dth- 
out hope of carrying it. I may say to my antago- 
nisifirin the words, though not altogether in the sense, 
t|jat the angel Gabriel does to his — 

‘ S.itiiM, I know thy strength, and thou knowSt mine.' 

• 

What avails my hurling a fefble essay at the Jif ads 
of this hydra, when the immortal drama of 'T/jr 
(ratff ester lies trodtien under his feet ? 

Conscious that I do not possess the strength, J 
shall not assume the importance of a champion, 
and as I am not of dignity enough to be angry, 1 
' shall keep my temj)cr and my distance too, skir- 
mishing like those insignificant gentry, who play the 
part ofteazers in the Spanish buli-hghts, sticking 
arrows in his crest to provoke him to bellow, whilst 
bc Afer corabat<ants engage him at the point of his 

It is wclllbr Gamcsters,Jt'aa^ they are so j^nmerous 
as to make a society of tiicmselves, for it wculd be a 
strange abuse of terms to rank them amongst society 
at large, •whose profession it is to prey upon all wlio 
compose it. Striciiy speaking it will bear a doubt, 
if a Gamester has any other title to be called a man^ 
e^rcept under the distinction of Hobhes, and upon 
claim to the charter eff Homo Homini Lupus — As a 
Human lVo/fl grant he has a right to hiswW/fj^ pm:* 
rogatives : He, wlio so far surprizes my reason or, 
debauches my piuiclple, as to make me a party in 

Vor,. XL!. o 
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my own ikstruction* is a worse enemy than he who 
robs me of my property by foice and violence, be- 
cause he sinks me in my own opinion ; and if there 
was virtue in mankind, sufficient for their own de- 
fence, honest men would expel giimesters as outlaws 
from society, and good citizens drive them from the 
state, as tlie dcsti overs of human happiness, wretches, 
whof-nake the ps^rciit childless and the wife a widow. 

But what avail a parcel of statutes against gam- 
ing, when they, who make them, cons[)ire together 
for the infraction of them? Why declaic gaining- 
debts void in law, when that silly pnnciplc, so 
falsely called honour (at once the idol and the ideot 
of the world) takes ail those debts upon itself and* 
calls them debts of .honour? It is not amongst 
things practIccV)lc to put gaming down by statute* 

If the face of society was set sft^adily against the 
vice ; if parents were agreed to spurn at the alliance 
of a gamester, however ennobled; if our seminaries 
of education would enforce their discipline against 
early habits of play ; if the crown, as the fountain ' 
of honour, and the virtuous part of the lair sex, as 
the dispcnscis ofhapjnncssj would reprobate all men 
addicted to this desperate passion, something might 
perhaps be done. If tradesmen would consul^ 
own interest, and give no credit to gamesters'^; iti„the' 
infamous gang of moiK'yVeniClers could be ab^iolutely 
extingufshed, and the peojde at large, instead of 
rising against a loyal fellow subject, because he 
worships God according to the religion of his ances- 
tors at a Catholic altar, would exercise their resent- 
*ment against those illegal places of resort, whcie 
desperadoes m?et for nightly^pillage, this contagious 
evJl^pight possibly be checked ; but when it is only 
td be hoped that a combination of remedies might 
•stem the disease, how can we expect a recovery, 
when i|p ftne of them all is administered? 
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Though domestic misery must follow an alliance ^ 
with a gamester, matches of this sort are made every 
day ; a parent, who consents so to sacrifice his child, 
must either place his hope in her reforming her hus- 
band, or else he must have made up his mind to set 
consequences at defiance; a very foolish hope, or a 
very fatal principle. There can be no domestic 
comfort in the arms of a gamester, no conjug^ asy- 
lum in his heart : Weak and ignorSnt young women 
may be duped into such connections ; vain and self- 
conccited ones may a:lventure with their eyes open, 
and trust to their aft ractions tor security against mis- 
fortune ; but let them be assured there is not a page 
in the world’s history, that will furnish them with 
an example to palliate their j) resumption ; eager to 
•snatch the present pleasures of a voluptuous pro- 
sjiect, they care little for the ruin,* which luturity 
keeps out of sight. 

\\ ith the clearest gonviction in my mind of the 
general advantages of public education, 1 must ac- 
knowledge a sus[)icion that due attention is not paid 
in our great seminaries of education to restrain this 
fatal passioji in its firs^ ajiproaches. 1 fear there 
are some evidences of a guilty negligence now in 
cjjingmtion, spreading poison as they flow, and carry- 
ii^*lKth them in their course all the charms of elo- 
quent;, thf flow of wit, and^fascinating speft ot sci- 
ence ; sanctified by fashion, Gaming-houi es, which 
out-peer the royal palace, rise around it in defiance ; 
trophic^ and monuments ol the triumphs of dissipa- 
tion. The wife, whose husband enters those doors, 
and the parent, wlio owns a son within them, mujst 
cither eiadicate affection and nature from their hearts, i 
or take leave of happiness for ever. W oe be to the 
nation/ whose police cannot, or dare not, ftiOTXCcf 
such an evil ! foolish to lament the amputation 
of a limb, when the mortality is in our vitals. 
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T shall not take upon myself to lay down rules 
for kings, or affect to pronounce what a sovereign 
can, or cannot, do to discountenance gaming in this 
kingdom ; but I will venture to say that something 
more is requisite than mere example. * It was in 
the decline of Koine, when the provinces were falling 
off from her empire, whilst a virtuous but unfortu- 
nate ^prince possessed the throne, that the greatest 
j>nit of Africa was in revolt : the General, who 
commanded the Roman legions, was a soldier of ap- 
proved courage in the field, but of mean talents and 
dissolute manners. This man, in the most immi- 
nent crisis for the interests of Home, suffered and en- 
couraged such a spirit of gaming to obtain amongst 
his officers in their military quarters, that the finest 
army in tWe wq^ld entirely lost their discipline, and* 
remained inactive, whilst a few Idvies of raw insur- 
gents wrested from the Roman arms the richest pro- 
vinces of the empire. I listocy records nothing fur- 
ther of this man’s fate or fortune, but leaves us to 
conclude that the reproaches of bis own conscience 
and the execrations of posterity were all the punish- 
ment he met with. 'J’he «empire was rent by fac- 
tion, and his party rescued him from the disgrace he 
merited. ' , 

'The last resource in all desperate cases, which 
the law cannot, or wKl reach, lies wfth the 
people af large : It is not without reason 1 state it 
as the last, because their method of curing disorders 
is like the violent medicines of empirics, never to be 
applied to but in absolute extremity. If the people 
*^erc, like Shakspeare’s Julius Caesar, ‘ never to do 
VTong but witlt just cause,’ jf should not so much 
.dreat^he operation of their remedies ; 1 shall there- 
for venture no further, than to express an humble 
wish, that when it shall be their high an<l mighty 
pleasure t8 proceed again to the pulling dowA 
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and burning of houses, those houses may not be . 
the repositories of science, but the receptacles of 
gamesters. 

When a man of fortune turns gamester, the act 
is so devoid of reason, that we are at a loss to find a 
motive for it; but when one of desperate circum- 
stances takes to the trade, it only proves that he de;- 
terniines against an honest course of life for a^ain- 
tenance, and having his choice to make between 
robbery and gaming, prefers that mode of depreda- 
tion, which exposes him to least danger, and has a 
coward’s plea for Bis vocation. Sucli an one may 
say with Anticnt Piltol— 

‘ ril live by Nym, nnd Nym slmll live by mo, 

• * And fVioiid'iliip shall combine and bjptherlftiod t 

‘ not this jusU? * 


111 the justice of hi? league I do not join with 
Anticnt Pistol, bn^t I am ready to allow there is some 
ilcgree*of common sense in this class ol the brother- 
hood, of which common sense 1 cannot trace a 
shadow amongst theotlvirs. A preference theretorc 
in point of understanding is clearly due to the vaga- 
yds and dcs^peradoe? ; as to the man, who, lor 
tijpifily (Jhance of winning what he docs not want* 
lisqucs ev?ry thing he^o^hfcto value, hi^dSence is 
in his foil)’’, and if wc rob him of that, we probably 
take from him the only harmless quality he is pos- 
sessed of- If however such an instance shall occur, 
and the daemon of gaming shall enter the same 
breast, where honour, courage, wit, wisdom reside, 
such a mind is like a motley suih of cards, where 
kings j (j^uernst and knSves^ are packed together, and 
make up the game with temporary good-felWwsJkip; 
but it is a hundred to one but the knave will beat than 
mi of doors in the cud. 

o 3 
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As tlicre ate separate gangs of gamesters, so there 
arc diH’rirmt modes of gaming ; ^omc set their pro- 
pert}’^ upon games of simple chance, some clcpeiicl 
upon skill, oiheis upon iraiul. 

The gamc^tei-^ oi‘ the first description run upon 
luck : a silly crew of Fortune’s fools ; this kind ot 
play is only fit ior them, whose circumstances can- 
not K. made wot^sc by losing, olherwdse then is no 
proportion between the good and the c\d of the 
chance; I'or the good of doubling a man’s pro- 
perty bears no comparison the e\il of losing 

the whole ; in the one ease he only gains superflui- 
ties, in the other he loses necessaries; and he, who 
stakes wiiat life wants against that which life wants 
not, makes a foolish -bet, to say no worse of it* 
Games of chan»£c arc traps to catch school-boy no- 
\iccs and gaj>ing country-squires^, who begin with 
a guinea and end with a mortgage ; whilst the old 
stageis in the game, kcejiing fheir passions in check, 
watch the ebb and flow ol torture, till the booby 
they arc pillaging sets bis acres melt at evcry'cast. 

In games of skill, dcjornding upon practice, rule, 
and calculation, llic accomplislicd jirofessor has ad- 
vantages, which may bid detiance to fortune; and 
tb<‘ exticme of art approaches so closely to 
'gimiJiK' of fraud, that they are a])t to r^n one* iMto 
the other*, in these enf}Ug%»ntciit.s, self-con ceit*in one 
]>aily aiuf dissimulation in the other are sure to pro- 
<lufe ruin, and the sufferer has something moie than 
chance to arraign, when he reviews the wreck of his 
fortune and the distresses of liis family, 

• 'J'he drama of a gamester commonly has self-mur- 
der for its cata?t*oj)hc, and authors, who write to 
the pi}^»sions, are apt to dwell upi)n thi*? srepe w^ith 
TvAftial .'.ttention, as the striking moral of the piece; 
!• confess it is a moral, that d()cs not strike me ; for 
as thl^ action, wlKiievcr it liappcns, devolves to the 
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shnrc of the losing, not of tbc 'ivinniii;;' gumestcr, I • 
cannot discover any particular cditicaition, i-or feel 
any extraordinary j>athos, in a man’s lading by Ins 
own hand, when he is no longer in a capacity ot 
tloing or suHcring further injury in society. 1 look 
n])on every man as a suicide iVoni the moment lie 
takes the clice-box dcspcrao'ly in iiand, and all that 
tollows in his career from that ^ital time ^ only 
sharpening the dagger before he strikes it to his heart. 

]VIy proper concern in this short essay is to shew, 
that gaming is the chief obstructing cause, that 
ariects the state oT society in this nation, and 1 am 
sensible I need not have eniploycil so many woids 
to con^incc my reader that gamesters are very dull 
and very dangerous companions. When block- 
* heads rattle the dicc-box, when Ijpllow^ of vulgar 
and base minds up whole nights contemplating 
the turn of a card, their stupid occuptuion is in cha- 
racter ; but whenc^c^ a cultivated understanding 
stoops to the tyr uiny of so vile a passion, the friend 
to ma*nkind secs the iniury to society with that sort 
ol aggravation, as wouhl attend the taking of hi.s 
])urhc on the high\va\ , €f, upon seizure of the felon, 
ho u as unexpectedly ttjdiscovcr thepersonof a judge, 

•X. ■ ■ 
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Mimssa was the daughter of a -weak indulgent nTo- 
iher, who was left young wido^ with twovchil-^ 
dren she had a handsome person, a tolcr^)le for- 
tune, and good natural parts ; uncontrouled iirtier 
education, she was permitted to indulge herself .in 
s-tudits of a romantic iiirn, and before she compleated 
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• her sixteenth year was to be found in all the circles 
of pratingj sentimentalists, who fill the silly heads of 
3"oiinjT women with female friendship and platonic 
love. 

*J'he ordinary pleasures and accomplishments of 
her own sex were below the notice ot Melissa ; from 
tumult of a noisy country-dance she revolted 
with J^ovror, as fj^om the orgies ot Bacchus ; a soul 
of her seiaj)hic cast could not descend to the vulgar 
employment of the needle, and the ornaments of 
dress claimed no share in the aticntion ol a being so 
engaged in studies ot a sublimer sort : She loved 
music, but they were plaintive Lydian airs with d^dng 
cadences, warbled by some female friend at the side 
of a rivulet, or under the shade ot an arbour ; and if 
the summA* zej^iyrs murmured to the melody, it 
was so much the better for Melissa*; then she would 
sit rapt in pensive pleasure with the hand of her 
friend fa'3t closed in her’s, and call it the souFs har- 
mony : To these nymph-like retirements that filthy 
satyr man was never admitted ; he was not thought 
or bj)oken of but with terror and aversion : When 
the strain was linished, would break out into 
some poetic rhapsody v\^oi\ amtcmplafionj 

mfxht, or some such subject, which hc’'‘memor]|^v;Jp 
plied h^ with very readily on such occa^ons. 

In the mean timc'th# injj^^iiftinencc ot suitefrs oc- 
casionally*interrupted the more refined enjoyments of- 
Mclisjta’s soul ; One of these was a gentleman of 
good birth, considerable fortune, and an u»excep- 
tionabie character; but the florid health of the ro- 
btift creature was an insuperable objection, and 
^ having casually •let fall a hint-that he was fond oi 
hunting;, she dismissed him to nis vulgar sports with 
a Incoming disdain : her second suitor was a hand- 
some young officer, the cadet of a noble house ; this 
attack was tarried on very briskly, and Melissa wa* 
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only saved from the horrors of matrimony by luckily . 
discovering that her lover was so devoid of taste and 
understanding, as to [profess a preference to that rake 
ToiW Jones before the moral Sir Charles Grandison; 
such a sin against sentiment would have been 
enough to have undone him for ever with Melissa, if 
no other objection had arisen ; but this being fol- 
lowed up with many like instances of bad i^te in 
the belles-lettres, he w^as peremptorily discarded : 
A third otf'er came from a man of high rank and 
tbrtunc, and wasjpressed upon her by her mother 
with much earnest solicitation ; for in fact it wms a 
very advantageous proposal ; the lover was ]>olite, 
good-natured, generous, and of an amiable charac- 
ter, but in the unguardtd warmth ot his heart he let 
•fall the distant <‘xprcssion of a hop^ thaf he might 
have an heir to life estate and titles ; the sensuality of 
which idea was sucli a gross adVont to the delicate 
Melissa, that he, like** the olhcis, was sent off with 
a refusal. 

TL'liC report of these rebufl's set Melissa free from 
future solicitations, ami it appeared as it she 
was destined to enjoy sabbath of virginity for the 
rest of her days : so many years elapsed, that she 
began to .tread the downhill path of life, grew 
sllittfernly^and took snurt : still the gentle pt^sioii of 
fricncfehip^did not ahtjfcej>hcf attachment for Parthe- 
nissu grew closer than ever, and if by evil accident 
these tender companions were separated for h day, 
eight sides of letter-paper could not contain the ef- 
fusions of their ali'cction. 

1 should have told the reader that Melissa haefa 
sister some years yoijpgcr lliaii heffeclf, brought u| 
from her childhood by a maiden aunt, wjio was 
what the polite world calls in contempt a good'gfert 
of woman, so that poor Maria w'as educated accord- 
ingly, and justly held in sovereign cont«?mpt for her 
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vuisjar enclo Mnents by Melissa; tlicre were other 
trifling reasons which helped to put her out of fa- 
vour with her more accomplished sister; for, as 1 
have already hinted, she was several )ears youfger, 
and in some opinions rather handsomer ; they sel- 
dom met however, and never corresponded, for 
Maria had no stile and little sentiment ; she dressed 
her own caps, mended her own linen, and took 
charge of her aunt's household : it was, therefore, 
with fcorne degree of surprize, that JMelissa received 
the news of Maria’s being on the point of marrying 
a nobleman, and that surprize was probably en- 
hanced upon hearing, that this noble person was 
the very man, who some years ago hacl vainly as- 
pired to solicit the impregnable Melissa herself: if 
she turned^jale upon the receipt of this intelligence, 
eat no dinner that day, and took nu sleep that night, 
candour will impute it to the excess of Melissa’s 
sensibility, and the kind inteicst she took in the 
happy prospect of her sister’s marriage ; but a cen- 
sorious world gives strange interpretations, ami 
some people were ready enough to say ill-natuied 
things on the occasion; the behaviour ol that ami- 
able lady soon confuted such insinuations, for she 
immediately set out for her aunt’s,, -where JMacIa 
was receiving his lordship’s visits every' day, apil 
where Melissa’s presen 4 ;e*'yiust have grtfutly <iiddcd 
to the felicity of both paities, ' 

Her preparations for this visit were such as she 
had never made before, for though in general she 
was rather negligent of her dress, Mie put licr art to 
the utmost stretch on this occasion, and left no ef- 
C fort untric<l that might do credit to iicr sister by 
setting off* her own appearance in his lordship’s 
e)L!“s upon the meeting : whilst she gave her person 
fyll display she did not spare her wit, and to make 
up for the Hiciturnity of Maria ke[)t my lord In full 
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iliscourse all the time he staid ; she likewise, from . 
her love of information, set Maria right in many 
particulars, which that young lady through want of 
edu\v»tion was ignorant of, and [)lainly shewed the 
lovtr, that there v\as some iindci standing in the 
family on her part at least, whatever the deficiency 
might be where he had fixed liis choice. 

^ Whether it was owing to these sisterly ^dea- 
vojjrs of Melissa, or to whatever other cause does 
not apjH-ar, but it should seem as if my lord’s at- 
dtiuion to Maria j;.ew stronger in proportion a? 
Melissa strove to attract it towards herself; and 
upon her hinting with some degree of raillerv at 
wdiat had formerly j^assed between tliem, his lord- 
ship looked lur steadily in, the face for some mo- 
• inents, then tinned his eyes uporj^ her •sister, and 
silently w.ilked <tut o1 the room. 

As it js not to be suspected that Melissa, with a 
soul superior to all vuljgar passions, could be envious 
of so mean a riv^sl as Maria, it is not easy to account 
for tlft sudden change of her behaviour to the noble 
suitor on his next \ isit to her sister ; instead of those 
studied attentions she Jiad paid him at their first 
meeting, she now industriously took no notice of 
J*iiin, and sate, in her own haj)py meditations; 
tijt t?poir his presenting to her sister a magnificent 
suit (Sf jeif-els, th*e lu^r^Af •those sparkli«ig gems so 
daz/ded her sight, that the tears started in her eyes, 
the colour fled from her cheeks, and she hurried out 
of the^room in evident pciturbation of spirit. 

I'pon entering her bedchamber she discovered on 
her toilette a jiacquet from her beloved Parthenis^; 
nothing was ever so seasonable; s4ie snatched it up% 
with eagerness, hastily broke it open, kissed it, and 
began’lo read. M'b is valuable manuscript ^as-^a- 
ther of the longest ; it set out with a gieat deal .of 
ingenious ridit ulc at the expcnce o! the* fond couple 
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. on the point of marria«:^e ; then digressed into an 
animated description of the more retined enjoyments 
of female friendship, and concluded as follows : 

* After all 1 have been saying, how shall ly^ain 
credit with Melissa, and what will she think of her 
friend, when 1 tell her, that 1 have at last met with 
one of the male sex, who is not absolutely disagree- 
able l^^perhaps 1 might even add, that Clount Kan- 
ccval IS so amiable a man, that were I possessed of 
Melissa’s charms — but whither am 1 running ? He 
is rich, generous, and of noble rank. — And what 
are these but feathers, you will say ?— True, 3 x 1 
such feathers have their weight in the world’s scale. 
— Well, but Melissa is above the world. — No mat- 
ter ; still it is a galling thing to yield precedence to 
a chit like Murijj : what, though nature has endowed 
you with pre-eminence of talents, <Lhough 3 'our soul 
ino\es ill a superior sphere to her’s, still you know’^ 
resjiect will follow rank ; bpt Countess Ranceval 
would set all to rights, and keep 3 ^our natural supe- 
riority unquestioned— So now the mischief out ; 
you have my heart upon my pajier. 

‘ You wdll wonder what should bring a noble 
stranger into so obscure a corner of the world as 
ours : Health, my dear, is the Count’s pretence*^ 
He ma;j give Melissa probably a better reasori,- tit>t 
this is the, ostensible ce’rtainl 3 '*’he ifc of a 

slim and delicate habit ; he seems to be all soul and 
sentinrent ; nothing earthy or corporeal about him : 
A compleat master of the Knglish hinguag<e, and 
well versed in our English authors, particularly the 
di*amatic ones, of whose w^orks he is passionately 
f fond. If our Dersetshire dowms and gentle exercise 
restore his health, he is soon to leave us, unless 
MffJissjfs company should detain him, for his fa- 
ther, the old Count, wTitos pressing letters for him 
to return to Strasbourg, of witich city he ia a native. 
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and .of the first family in it. lie lodges in our 
house ^vith my uncle with one valet-dc-chambic 
only, having left his servants in town, as our family 
coidd not receive his suite. 

‘ He is impatient to be known to you, and I sup- 
pose you think 1 have said all the fine things in the 
■world to make him so ; not I, believe me ; on the 
contrary, 1 have not sj)arcd for abuse, whenever 
you was talked of, for 1 have*!et him fifty into 
your character ; 1 have fairly warned him what lie 
is to look for, if hr presumes to make love to you ; 
for that you are* the most inexorable, exceptions, 
determined spinster in Kngland. Now, as 1 know 
you love a little conlradiction at your heart, you 
have a fair opportunity to come hither without 
delay and disprove all 1 have been saying of you : 
but if you had rather be the bfide-maid to Lady 
1 than the bride of Count Ranceval, stay whcie 
you ate, and enjoy ^he elegant pastime of throwing 
the stocking and drawing plumb-cake through the 
Vedding-ring. ' 

‘ Farewell. Your’s ever, 

^ ‘ Fahthenissa.* 

^ If the gentle spirits of Melissa w^e somewhat 
jflf&Uered by what had passed before she took up 
tliis^JcttA- frorr» her fhey were coiTi;lderably 

more so when she laid it down : Aftcj* pondering 
for a time* in deep meditation on its cont^its, she 
start^l up, took several turns in her chamber, sate 
down again, tlicn adjusted her dress, then ran to 
the glass, looked at herself, put her cap in or^er, 
and at last rang the bell with gi^at violence for hc^ 
servant ; her first Resolution had been to order her 
chaise instantly to be made ready and return home ; 
these were the natural dictates of friendship ; but 
upon her woman’s entering the room, a second 

rOL. XLI, p 
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thought struck her, and alarmed her dellcac]r, lest 
Parthenissa should impute her immediate compliance 
to any other, than the pure motives of atfectiOn and 
good nature : this thought exceedingly embarn^sed 
her; however, after several contradictory resolutions, 
she finally directed her servant to order the equipage, 
and put things in train for her departure without 
delay 

The* bustle which this sudden order of Melissa 
occasioned in the family, soon brought Maria into 
her chamber, who with much anxiety enquired into, 
the cause of her hasty departure'; Melissa, having 
again fallen into a profound reverie, gave no answer 
to this enquiry ; upon which Maria repeated it, 
adding, that she hoped, her mother was well, and 
that the letter brought no bad news from home.— * 
♦ My mother^ well, and the letter brings no bad 
news from Kome,^ answered Melissa.—* Then I 
hope, sister,’ says Maria, ‘ nothing has happened 
here to give you any offence.* — Melissa looked her 
steadily in the face, and after some time relaxdd her 
features into that sort of smile, which conscious su- 
periority sometimes deigns to .bestow upon importu- 
nate insignific ince. Maria, in whose composition 
the inflamimble particles did not predominate, an-*; 
swered this smile of insult no otherwise than \fy 
blush of seijtsibility, and Avk|>,j^fau!tcring ’^oic^- said 
— ® If it ia^ 1, who am in the fault, sister, I am 
heartily sorry for it, and entreat you to 'believe that 
nothing can be further from my intentions, than to 
give you just cause of offence at anj^ time.*—* Lord, 
chiJd,* replied Melissa, with infinite composure, 

/ * how vanity hae turned thy poor head upside 
down : I dare say you think it mighty pretty to 
praqjise^^ihe airs of a great la ly, and to be gracious 
to your inferiors ; but have the goodness to stay till 
1 am your itkferior ; perhaps that may never be the 
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case ; perhaps— but I shall say no more upon the . 
subject; it is not your childish triumph in display- 
ing^a pared of baubles, that can move me ; no— 
yoiivmight recollect, methinks, that those diamonds 
had been mine, if I would have taken them with 

the incumbrance appertaining to them but 1 

look higher, be assured, so 1 wish your ladyship a 

f ood morning, for 1 see my chaise is wait^vg. — 
laving thus said, the accomplislied Melissa, with- 
out staying for an answer, flounced out of the room, 
.took a hasty leave of her aunt below stairs, and 
throwing herself *into her chaise, drove from the 
door without further ceremony. 


number XXIV. 


The amiable Melissa having performed the duties 
of a sister in the manner above related, eagerly flew 
to enjoy the delights of a friend, and \npon her re- 
•tuep hopic,^ immediately betook herself to her be- 
loved Parthenissa. It so ha]>pened that sho found 
that young lad}^ ^//c^with Count •Ranceval ; 
Melissa, upon discovering a stranger wittf her friend, 
started back, blushed and hastily exclaimed-^* Bless 
me! Parthenissa, 1 thought you had been alone.* 

* She was now retiring, when Parthenissa by gentle 
compulsion obliged her to return : 'i'he conversatfon 
soon grew interesting, in the coui^e of which many% 
fine things were said by the Count, of which no- 
thing was original but the application, lor lAey^ 
were mostly to be found in the prompter’s library. 
Whilst Melissa was amusing her fr&nd with an 
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^iccount of what had passed at her aunt’s, the 
C'^unt sate lor some time silent with his eyes fixed 
upon her, and drawing up a deep sigli that seemed 
to throw a delicate frame into great convuls^jn, 

exclaimed — ‘ My God!’ Upon this explosion 

of the soul, Melissa, though in the midst of a nar- 
rative, in which she had not neglected doing justice 
to her<(;)wii sweetness of temper and sisterly affec- 
tion, stopt short, and casting a look of infinite sen- 
sibility on the sighing Count, eagerly asked if he 
was well. — 'Vhe Count, instead of answering her 
question, turned himself to Parthenissa, and in the 
most moving tone of voice said — * You told me she 
w'as fair — 


‘ True*sh(* is fair; oh? how divinely fair! 

But still tfie K>vcly maid improves her <:la*rms, 

Witli inward greatness, unaffected wisdom. 

And sanctity of manners——' 

Mere Cafo^s soul stood in his wa}x and stopt the 
further progress of his speech. “ 

Whilst this was passing, his valet entered the 
room and delivered a pacquet into his hands, bow- 
ing very devoutly, and saying — * My Lord Count, 
a courier is arrived from Strasbourg, vwhp brings 
you letifrs from his excellency your father,’— Th** 
Count snatched them frbrnfi^V* hzfcd witn cxiacy, 
and ordere3 a liberal reward to the courier on the 
spot. 'Melissa now rose from her scat,* and w^ould 
have retired, but he implored her to stay, if it were 
6nly to gratify her benevolence in an occasion of 
fcKcitating him, should he be so happy as to find his 
honoured parent in good healt(ji. He now opened 
the letter, throwing the mvelope carelesly on the 
tatle ; l^arthenissa took it up, and examining the 
seal, bade Melissa take notice of the coat of armst 
which indcetl was most splendidly engraven with 
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trophies, mantle, and every proper badge of high • 
nobility ; whilst Count Kanceval was reading, he 
thi-^w aside some inclosed papers, one of which 
fell v.pon the floor ; Parthenissa stooped and took 
it up ; the Count, whose attention had been drawn 
ofi' by the letter he was perusing, was exceedingly 
shocked in point of politeness, when thatjoung 
lady presented it to him, and with many ajitjlogics 
for his inattention, begged she would accept the 
l)aper she had had the trouble of taking up, declar- 
ing in the most ji^reinptory manner that he could 
never forgive himself upon any other terms : Par- 
tbenissa opened the paper, and looking at it, ex- 
claimed — ‘ Heavens ! Count Kanceval, what do you 
^ mean ? It is a bill for a thousand pounds.’ — ‘ I am 
sorry for it, Madam,’ said the generous Count, ‘ I 
wish it hud been one of the others, to have been 
more worthy your acceptance ; but 1 hope you will 
make no difficulty of*rcceiving such a trifle at my 
h.ands^; there is^but one good thing in the world 
which 1 abound in, and that is the only one you 
have not ; therefore 1 must insist upon your acccjit- 
ing what I can so easily spare, and can never more 
worthily employ.’ — The Count now rose from his 
«eat, and in’tiie most graceful manner imaginable 
forced th% papci^into Paj-thenissa’s hands, 4iolding 
them both fast cnosedK^ithm his own : ^ struggle 
now ensued .between the generosity of one party and 
the modesty of the other, which was so obstinately 
maintained on each side, that it was impossible to 
foresee which would prevail, when the Count, rc-* 
collecting himself on the sudden^ struck upon a 
new expedient for or/ercoming this amiable young 
lady’s-dclicacy, by delivering the paper to ftlelissa, 
ana beseeching her to stand nis advocate on the'tyfc- 
casion. — ‘ From you, divine Melissa,* ^says the ge- 
nerous foreigner, ‘ she will not refuse this trifle in 
E 3 
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dispute between us ; to whom I refer my 

cause, but to that angelic being, to whom 1 have 
surrendered my heart, and at whose feet I dedi^'ate 
111 }' life, iortime, happiness, and all things valisiable 
in this world, with a devotion that no suppliant 
ever felt before ?’ — As lie was uttering these words, 
he threw himself on his knees, snatched the hand oi 
Meliss^I, [ircssed i^r eagerly to his lips, and smothered 
it with aident kis‘'-es; then applying his handker- 
chief to Ills eyes, dropped his head upon Melissa af 
knee, and in a trenibiing voice c**ied out — ‘ Speak, 
loveliest of thy se»:, pronounce my fate, determine 
me for life or dcatli ; for, by the powder that made 
me, 1 will not survive the sentence of despair.*- — - 
* Oh gcirTpus youth! oh noble Count!* replied the 
ainiahlc Melissa, * you confound me ; you distress 
me : what must 1 ie[)ly ?’ — * Bless me with hope; 
encourage me to live ; or let me fall at once,’ said 
the enamoured youtli. — Melissa paused; the tears 
started in her eyes; her heart w^as Softened, and h^*r 
tongue refused to utter the fatal sentence of death ; 
she was silent. — Jn this aw^ul moment of suspense, 
tile lovely Parthenissa, w^hose gentle heart overflowed 
witii gratitude to her benefactor, dropt on her knee 
also, and clasping Melissa round the waist, v/ith tear^ 
bcseeclRd lier for the love* of Heavpi to sjjve a^noWe 
youth, wItq floated on her WWistraction.— ^ J liink 
of his virtues, think of his affection,* said the beau- 
teous pleader; ‘ Can that solt heart, so full ot pity, 
surfer him to die ? Does not such generosity deserve 
tojjve? Am 1 not bound to speak in his behalf? 
\^here can Melissa find a man so worthy of her 
/choice? Shall the insipid Mariu start into nobility, 
and rneve in a superior sphere, whilst her accom- 
.pltshed sister lives in humble solitude beneath her ? 
wo, no, the^ world demands Melissa.— Shall Maria 
glitter in the circles of the great, shall she bla/.e with 
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<!iainon«l‘i, vvliilst my lovelv f. n — ? Tiut why do- 
1 trlic thifi laiijj^uage to ^K•Ussa. whose soul looks 
iir)on tb»„se vanities; wod'- just contempt? 

*^1 h\re aie nobler motives, there are worthier reascuis, 
th.'it ])k'id the cause of lo\a on this occasion. Rise, 
(’ount Ranceval, this moment rise, receive a blessing 
l ) year arms, embrace your fiapiiiness , she yields! 
siie’o yours ! T see that sh«* consc^fits.* — Obcgihcnt to 
the word, the enraptured lover rose, and throwing, 
his arms round the uniesistmg fair one, clasped her 
io his heart, andwhih.t he held her thus in close 
i mbracc, exclaimed — ‘ Oh paradise of sweets ! Oh 
soul of biiss ! Oh heavenly, charming maid 1 and 
art thou mine ? Sjicak to me, lovely creature ! art 
tiiou mine?’— ‘ For ever F answered jhe blushing 
-Mciiss'i, and dro[)i her head upon*his neck. — ‘ Hear 
it, earth, sea, and heaven ! Hear it, sun, moon, and 

stars 1’ cried the enraptured lover, 

• 

^ Hear il,^e rlay*; and nii^hts, and all yc hours: 

That iT^jjw'ay wstli down upon your feet. 

As if your bu‘Jinos.> werv to <*oiint niy passion— 
i'll love tiu-v all day, and every day, 

And every diiy shall be but as tin* br'^t, 

» So eajCi' am 1 still to love thee more.” 

• * * 

• Tl'iisdihapso^y was seconded by another embrace 
mort ardent than tl)?"?orrner*: Partheni^a then took 
her turn, and saluting her fiiend, cried out — * Joy 
to you, my dearest Countess ; all joy befall you 
both.’ — ‘ Now^’ says Count Ranceval, ‘ my beloved 
Melissa has a right m every thing 1 possess, and her 
Iriend wdll no longer oj)pose the tender of th^ 
trifling sum ; it is^an earnest that seals our engag^ 
ment ; the form that is to follow, cannot make us 
one more firmly, than honour now unites us’f^and 
considering you now already as the t^ughter-in^law 
of this noble father, 1 must beg leave to shew^ you 
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M^hat his letter further contains.*— He then pro- 
duced bills of exchange which the old Count had 
remitted for very considerable sums.—* The pi^- 
])ose of this remittance/ says he, * is to purcha/e a 
set of jewels, in addition to the family stock, of a 
newer fashion, with a recommendation to bestow 
them upon some English woman, if 1 should be 
happy enough to fngage the affection of such an 
one in this kingdom, and behold how the descrip- 
tion of my father’s wish tallies with the adorable 
person, who has now honoured mf with her hand!’ 
— He then read the following paragraph from his 
father’s letter, translating it as he went on — * it 
you should chusc a wife in England (which 1 know 
it is your wish to do), 1 charge you to be as atten- 
tive to the charms of her mind, as to those of her 
person : Let her temper be sweet. Her manners ele- 
gant, her nature modest, and her wit brilliant but 
not satyrical ; above all thing^>, chuse no woman 
who has not a sensibility of soul, irf which the de-., 
licacy of the sex consists. If you Ure fortunate 
enough to match with such an one, bring your 
spouse to Strasbourg, and 1 Mfill jointure her in my 
rich barony of Lavasques ; in the mean time, 1 remit ^ 
you the inclosed bills for five thousand ,j)ounds * 
st'eiling,irD lay out in such jewels and bijo|jteric, at?- 
befits a person of youf rahk tlKRl foitune to bestow 
upon the lady of your heart, in a country where 
those things are in perfection. As for the lady’s 
fortune, 1 make no stipulations on^that score'*; but 
it is an indispensable condition, that shc^be a woman 
wel*i-born, thoroughly accomplished, and above all 
iot' the Protestant communion, according to the re- 
ligious pfinciples of our noble house.* When the 
CoiKTt had read this paragraph, turning to Melissa, 
he said—* Behold the full completion of my father’s 
model in this* lovely person !* 
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The union of this happy couple being thus de-, 
cided upon, no time was to be lost in carrying it 
into effect, for the Count w,us hastening homewards, 
an<\ Melissa had no objection to be before-hand 
witli her sister: of her mother there was no doubt 
to be had, or if there was, her for rune was in her 
own power, and ‘lie of full age to clnise for herself. 
Secrecy, however, was re-,oived^ii})on for ^^irious 
rcasoiu, and the joy of surpriiing Maria wras not 
amongst the least. 'J’he uiu le of Parthenissa, who 
was an attorney, was in-rructed to make a short 
deed, referring it fo the old ('ount at Strasbourg to 
compleat Melissa’s settUir.cnt. when she arrived at 
that city ; this worthy gentleman was accordingly 
let into the secret, and at same time undertook 
’ to get the licence, and to prepaje th^ parson of 
Melissa’s parish*lor liie ccieiiiony. The adjusting 
so many particuUus drew the business into rucli 
length, that the evening wns now tar spent, and an 
Melissa was m tj;ic h:.bit of sharing occasionally the 
bod eff heivbolovcd fiiend, .she dispatched a messen- 
ger to her mother, signliying that she should sleep 
at Parthenissa \s that mglit. 

When this iiiiittcr was Ssltled, Parthenissa quitted 
.the room give her orders for supper, and the 
flippy lovers were left to themselves for njj incon- 
sideidble^iine. jnaitiourc'l C’ouni lost not a 

moment of this precious interval, and with the help 
of Dry den,* Otway, and Rowe, 1; ‘pt up hh rhap- 
sodies* with great spirit: now li was that Love, 
which Melisftsa had so lon^ kept at dislrmce, took 
full revenge, i4nd like a griping creditor. e.\acted4iis 
arrears with ampl^ interest fro«i his vanquishcfl% 
debtor. When Parthenissa rctuiued, she strove to 
make her presence as little interruption as*pos*.ii>le 
to these tender endearments, by i-al!ying Melissa.on 
her prudery, and frequently remindhig her, that 
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contracted lovers -were in effect man and wife; 5n 
' short» nothing could be more considerate and ac- 
commodating than this amiable friend. 

An elegant but small repast was now serve^ at 
which no domestic was admitted; the Count was 
in the happicll flow of spirits ; Melissa’s heart could 
not resist the festivity of the moment, and all was 
love and gaiety, till night was far spent and the hour 
reminded them orseparating. Parthenissa again re- 
tired to prepare her chamber, and Melissa was again 
left with her lover. How it to pass that Par- 
thenissa omitted so necessary a ^loint of ceremony, 
as that of informing Melissa when her chamber was 
ready, I cannot pretend to account, but so it was, and 
that young lady, with a negligence, which friend- 
ship IS sometimes apt to contract, retired to her re- 
pose, and never thought more of poor Melissa, who 
was left in a situation very itew to her, to say no 
worse of it, but who had sweefness of temper never- 
theless to let her friend off with 5 very gentle re- 
proof, when after along time past in^xpectaUon.of 
her coming, she was at length obliged to submit to 
the impropriety of suffering Count Ranceval to con- 
duct her to her bed-chamber door. 

The next day produced the licence^ find Melissa, 
was, or appeared to be, as impatient to confilude tly*. 
ceremony Count Ranw^fayjjmseljr. Tlfis is to be 
imputed to«the timid sensibility of her nature, which 
rather ^wished to precipitate an awful act, than to 
remain in terror and suspense. Awful as it was to 
Melissa, it was auspicious to the h*appy Count, for 
it put him in possession of his amiable bride. The 
^mother was let into the secret, and with joy con- 
sented to give Melissa away, and receive Countess 
R^pev^ in return. The matter passed in secret as to 
the neighbourhood, and Parthenissa’s uncle, to ac- 
commodate the parties, sate up all night to compleat 



KO 24. 


OBSERVER. 


%J67 . 

the deed, which gave the Coant possession of the . 
lady’s fortune, and referred her for a settlement to 
beraade at Strasbourg in the barony of Lavasques. 

Avery happy company were now assembled at 
dinner, consisting of the bride and bridegroom. Par- 
theniBsa, her uncle, and the old lady, when a coach 
and six drove to the door, and, as if fortune had de- 
termined to compleat the domestic felicity of jhis fa- 
mily in the same moment, Maria, who was now Lady 
L— , followed by her aunt and his lordship, ran 
into the room, anc? falling on her knee, asked bless- 

iijg of her mother, whilst Lord L , presented 

himself as her son-in-law, having driven from the 
church-door to her house to pay his duty on this 
occasion, meaning to rcturn.directly, for which pur- 
* pose the cq^uipage was ordered to • 

Whilst Maria^ approached to embrace Melissa, 
and to present to her a very fine bridal favour, em- 
broidered with pearls^, Count Ranceval whispered 
his lovely bride, that he must hastily retire, being 
suddenly seized with a violent attack of the tooth- 
ach ; bein" a perfect man of fashion, he contrived 
to retire without disturbing the company, and put- 
ting up his handkerchief to his face to prevent the 
d?old air afFecting the part in pain, ran up to bis 
I«ady’s 6ed-chamber, whijst Parthenissa ;y;id her 
uncle ver^consilcrat^Vvretircd from a family party 
in which they were no longer interested. 

Melissa received the bridal favour from 'Maria 
with a "Condescending inclination of her body, with- 
out rising from her scat.—* You must permit me, 
sister,’ says she, ‘ to transfer your present to tfcc 
noble personage wh^ has just left the room ; for 
having, now the honour and happiness to share the 
name and title of Count Ranceval, I have nH longer « 
any separate property ; neither can I with any be- 
coming decorum as Countess Ranceval,* and a bride 
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myself, wear the pretty bauble yon have given me, 
and which 1 can iissure you I will return with in- 
terest, as soon as I go to I^oiidon, in my way to 
Strasbourg, whcie the Count’s immense possessions 
principally lie/ 

‘ Good heavens?* exclaimed Maiia, ‘ Imw de- 
lighted am 1 to hear you have jnarned a man of 
such raiik and fortune ! What a blessing to my mo- 
ther, to me, to my lord !’ — So snyiiiL^, she threw her " 
:u rns round her neck and embraced her , she next em- 
braced her mother, and turnkiv t3 Lord L— , 
said, ‘ My lord, you will congiatulatc the (’oun- 

tess/ — * I hope so,* replied Lord L , ‘ every 

thing that contributes to the happiness of this house 
will be matter of congnitulation for me : but let rac 
ask wheroi Count Ranceval is; 1 shall be [>roud to 
pay my conijdimcnts to him, and by the glimpse I 
had of his person think 1 have had the honour of 
seeing him before.* — ‘ Very jikely,* answered Me- 
lissa, ‘ the Count has been some time in London/ 
— ‘ I think so,’ said Lord L , %^)Xit 1 anr impa- 

tient to make rny bow to him/ — ‘ 1 hope he will 
soon come down,' replied Melissa, ‘ but he is sud- 
denly seized with a dreadful tooth-acli, and gone 
up stairs in great pain/ — ‘ Alas popr C(mnt,’ said 
Lord ‘ ’tisa horrid agony, and what i am v^ry 

subject Uvnyself, but Iiav 4 j.a nostrum in rny pocket 
which is Very safe, and never fails to give ease ; per- 
mit me, dear sister, to walk up stairs With yon, and 
relieve the Count Irora his distress/ ► 

So saying, he followed Mcli8sa‘*up stairs, and was 
tfccomjjanied by the whole party. Upon their en- 
fv te.ring the chaiuber, Count R^anceval made a slight 
bow to the company, and again j)iit up his hand- 
l^rchlhf to his face ; As soon as Lord L - ap- 

proached him, he said—* J believe I can soon cure 
this gentleman/ — Whereupon, snatching the hand- 
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kerchief from liis cheek, with one kick, pretty 
forcibly bestowed upon the seat of dishonour, he 
laidrthc puisny Count sprawling on the floor. The 
ladi(S' with one consent gave a shriek, that brought 
the whole family to the door, Melissa ran with 
agony to the fallen liero, who hid his face between 

his hands, whilst Lord L cried out — ‘ Take no 

pity on him. Madam, for the rascal was my^ foot- 
man/ — This produced a second scream from Me- 
lissa, who, turning to I^ord L , with a look of 

horror, twclaiincd-^^ What do I hear? Count Ran- 
ceval a Ibotinan! What then am 1 ?’ — By this 
time the C'ouni had recollected himself sufficiently 
► to make reply — ‘ My lawful wife ; and as such J 
demand you : let me see who will venture to op* 
j>ose it.’ — d his menace would ha^e bcAi follow- 
ed with a second* chastisenunt from iny lord, had 
not Maria interposed, and taking her sister ten- 
ilcrlyby the hand, with a look of pity and benevo- 
lence, asked her. if she was actually married. — 
♦ Irrecoverably^ said Melissa, and burst into tears, 
— * ^ es, yes,* resumed the impostor, ‘ 1 believe all 
tilings are pretty safe iti that quarter; 1 have not 
taken my measures by halves.* — * Rascal ! villain C 
^'?rlaimed my# lord, and was again with diffi- 
•cLiity hcl3 back by his lady from laying Jiands 
on him. — ‘ ilavl piijfc^ncef 1 •conjure you,’ said 
Maria, ‘ if it be so, it is past redemption ; leave me 
W'ith iny sister, take my poor mother out f5f the 
room, jfnd if tliis gentleman will give me leave to 
converse a few minutes with my sister—* ‘ Gen- 
tleman;* said Lord 1.., , and immediately tal^ 

ing him by the coll'^r, dragged him out of the 
chamber) ibllowed by the mother and the aunt, 
A scene now ensued between the sisters, in^whicb 
as 1 feci my pen. unable to render justice to the di- 
vine benevolence of Maria, J will charTtably drop 

VOL.XLI, 
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the curtain over the fall of pride. There was no 
need for any negotiation with the Count, for he and 
his accomplice Parthenissa, with the lawyer rher 
uncle, set off for London with their credentials to take 
possession of Melissa’s fortune in the funds, which 
the lawyer had but too effectually secured, having, 
in d pretended counterpart of the deed he read to 
Melissa and her mother, inserted the veal name of 
the impostor. Melissa has as yet had no further 
trouble from her husband, and lives in retirement 
in a small house belonging to ‘Lord L — , under his 
protection : she experiences dally instances of the 
bounty of Maria, and here if envy {which yet ran- 
kles at her heart) would permit her, reflection 
might teach her ‘ how superior virtue shines in its 
natural siinyflicity, and how contemptible pride ap- 
pears, though disguised under the* mask of false de- 
licacy and affected refinement/ 


NUMBER XXV. 


jCtc viget quUiqmm simile aut secmtdum, 

, . HORAT. 

There is a great fovereign now upon earth, who, 
though an infant, is the oldest of all souls alive by 
many centuries. 

This extraordinary personage is a living evidence 
of the. foul’s immortality, or at least has advanced 
so far in proof, as to convince the world by his own 
example, that it is not necessarily involved in the 
extinction of the body. Though he is the greatest 
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genealogist living, and can with certainty make out ^ 
the longest and clearest pedigree of any potentate now 
rciJining, yet he is properly speaking without ances- 
tors. As I cannot doubt but that so strilsing an event 
as thi general deluge must be fresh in his memory, 
though a pretty many years have since elapsed, he 
must of necessity have been none other than Noah 
himself ; for as he has always been his own son, and 
that son can never have been living at the sarSe mo- ^ 
ment with his father, it is plain he must have been 
♦hat very identic al^>atriarch, when he survived the 
flood. 

As he was but eighteen months old, according to 
his corporeal computation, when he was last visited, 
he was not v^ry communicative in conversation, but 
*1 have hope upon the next meeting Jae wHl have the 
goodness to set tis right about Pythagoras, who 1 
am persuaded sunk some part of his travels upon 
us, and was actually»in bis court, where he acted 
the part of a jllagiary, and in the school-boy’s 
phras^ foul copy of his holiness’s transmi- 

gration, but with such strong marks of a counter- 
feit, that after a short trip to the Trojan war, and a 
few others not worth relating, it is to be presumed 
Jie has given .^up the frolic; for I do not hear that he 
* i%at present amongst us, at least not amongj^t us of 
this kingSom, vlbere.<t' 5 > *sty the tiuth tdo not see 
any thing that resembles him. In the fnean time 
the religious’ sovereign of Tibet (for the reader per- 
ceives 1 have been speaking of Teishoo Lama) in the 
spirit of an origmal keeps his seat upon the Mus- 
nud of Terpaling, which throne he has continued 
to press ever since hi^ defeent from*Mount Ararat. % 

After all we must acknowledge this was a bold 
creed for priestcraft to impose, but credulfty ha^a 
wide fwallow, and if the doctrine passed upon a na- 
tion so philosophical and inquisitive aS the Giceks, 
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it may well obtiiin unquestioned by Calniuc far- 
tars; and superstition, now retiring Iroin Rome, may 
yet find refuge in the mountains ot ribet. This rlay 
be said for the system of I'eeshoo ]..ama, that imi)o- 
sition cannot be put to a fairer test, than Vhen 
committed to the sinij)licity of a child; and the (hf^ 
/owir-s or priests, attendant upon this extraordinary 
infant, paid no small compliment to the faith of 
their lollowers, when they set him upon the Mus- 
nud. ^ 

1 forbear entering: into a furti.*er account of this 
infant pontid', because 1 hope the very ingenious tra- 
veller, who lias already circulated sonic curious 
particulars of his audiences and interviews at the 
monastery of Terpaling, will indulge tlie public 
with a move ful^and circumstantial narrative of his' 
very interesting expedition into a^comUry so little 
visited by Pmropeaiis, and where the manners and 
habits of the people, no less than the sacred charac- 
ter of the sovereign, furnish a subje ct of so new and 
entertaining a nature. 

When a genius like that, which actuates the il- 
lustrious character, who lately administered the go- 
vernment of Bengal, is carried into the remotest re- 
gions of the earth, it diffuses an illumirutioii around 
it, whicdi reaches even to those nations, where ar*s 
and scicnc'!s are in •thdr' h’ghest cultivation; and 
wc accordingly find that besides this embassy, so 
curious of its kind, the same pervading spirit has 
])enctratcd into the sacred and till now inacecssible 
mysteries of the Brahmins, and By the attainment 
of a language which religion has interdicted from all 
‘ others but the saoerdotal cast, Ms already began to 
lay ojicn a volume, superior in antiquity, and per- 
il :ps iu^merit not inferior, to Homer himself. 

Happy inhabitants of Tibet! If happiness can 
arise fiom erfor, your Innocent illusion must be the 
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source of it; for priestcraft, which has plunged our 
pqrtion of the globe in Avars and persecutions, has 
kept you in perpetual peace and tranquillity ; so 
muc^j more wise and salutary is your religious sys- 
tem of pontifical identity, than ours of pontifical 
infallibility. The same unchangeable, indivisible 
object of faith secures universal acquiescence under 
the commodious imposition: N(» Anti-Laana can 
distract your attention or divide your duty, for indi- 
viduality is his css/?qce ; no councils can reverse his 
decrees or over-rutc his supremacy, for he is coeval 
with religion, nay he is religion itself. Such as he 
was in his prieterient body, such he must be in his 
present; the same monastic, ])caceful, unoffending, 

, pious being ; a living idol, drawn forth upon occa- 
sional solemnities to give his bleftiing to adoring 
prostrate hordes* of Tartars, and to receive their 
offerings ; and whether this blessing be given by the 
hands of unreasoning^Snfancy, or superannuated age, 
i4 matters little 9t which degree the moment points, 
when the scai^ is undeterminable. ‘ You see me 
here,’ said the Lama in his praetcrient body to one 
of our countrymen, wBom he admitted to a conver- 
gation, ‘ a mere idol of state: You are of a. more 
^ •active nfltiotf; take your wonted exercise without 
rtrserve : JValk about my. chamber : I am s^sientar) 
by necessity, ana thff'tfabit of indolencii.is become 
to me a second nature.’ — l^his is a true anecdote 
and shews how mild a soul it is, which has noAA 
transmigrated into the body of this infant. 

Could this extraordinary personage communicate 
his property to all his brother sovereigns througl 
the world, should ^e, or should wc not, congratu 
late mankind upon the event ? Let the naticyis speal 
for themselves ! I answer for one, that cannot naft' 
a period in its monarchy more in favqur of the dis- 
.^pensation. qS 



171- 


OBSJIRVER, 


NO 2G. 


XUMBKR XXVI. 


il TTsli (TlUiTrJi. TTOXyC £J^fi (Tiyri KaXcH, 


Hold Ihy tongoe, gorxl boy! There ao rn'iiiy great advaii- 
L.ges 111 keeping alienee. 

I HAVE now the satisfaction to inform my country- 
men, that after long aiKl diligent search I have at 
last discovered a»i very extraordinary person in this 
metropolis, at present in some obscurity, but ifl 
shall luckily be the means of drawing him into more 
notice by publishing what has come to my know 
ledge of his talents and performances, 1 shall think 
myself har^py not only in serving a uieritorious in- 
dividual, but also in furnishing a suggestion through 
the mode J shall recommend for his employ, that 
may be of the greatest benefit to society. 

The gentleman, in whose favour T would fain 
intereslsvimy candid readers, is Mr. Jedeejiah FisliJj 
of whose history 1 shall Tedtent dTew particulars. 
I le was bred to the Jaw, and many years ago went 
over to New England, where he practised in the 
courts at Boston ; upon the brcajking out bf the 
troubles he came over to England, though from his 
prudent deportment lie might safely have remained 
^ where he was, for Mr. E'ish iniidc it a rule never to 
jend any thing but an ear to cither side of the ques- 
tldh : 1 cannot speak with certainty as to his real 
motives for leaving America, as he has not been 
communicative on that head, but 1 could collect 
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fro}n bints be has dropt of the extraordinary length' 
and protraction of the pleadings in those provincial 
courts^ that his health was a good deal impaired by 
his a*^endancc upon causes, though I cannot discover 
that he was actually employed as an advocate in any. 
This may seem singular to such as are unacquainted 
with those proceedings, but Mr. Fish, though no 
])icadcr, was of indispensiblc use tcbhis clientsjiluring 
the somnolency of the court; for by means of his 
vigilance the eificieut counsel could indulge them- 
.selves in their natcy*al rest, and recruit their spirits 
for a iecij)rocal cAcrtion of prolixity, when the op- 
])osile party had come to a conclusion : this happy 
• iacnlty of wakefulness in Mr. Jedediah Fish was ac- 
companied with the further very useful talent of 
abridgement, by which in a very worSs he could 
convey into the e*ar of a pleader, when be had onfce 
thoroughly wakened him, the whole marrow of an 
argument, though it tiad been spread out ever so 
w’dcly^. • 

hen he c*1hie over to liis native countiy, he 
threw himself in the way of preferment, and regu- 
larly attended the sittihgs at Westminster, Ouild- 
hali, and elsewhere ; but being a modest man, and 
«iie who rnadefliio actpiaintance, he was no otherwise 
* taken notjfc of,|than as .bcin^ the only pefRon in 
court, vjho did m>t y!lWn, wh*en a certi^in learned 
Serjeant got Ijeyond his usual quota of cases in point. 
Nothing offering here, Mr. Fish presented himself 
during the sitting^of Parliament both at the bar of 
the Peers, and in the gallery of the House of Corn- 
nions ; he gave great attention to the clerks, when 
they were reading Atjts of Parliainent in the upper 
house, and never quitted his post in the lower^ when 
certain gentlemen were on their legs, and gave th5 
signal to others to get on theirs and go^ to dinner : 
Hy being thus left alone tliis modest attendant lost 
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his labour, and remained unnoticed through a whole 
session. 

Defeated in all these efforts he began to frequent 
coffee-houses, where he observed most talking pre- 
vail, and few or no hearers to be found: fortune 
now began to smile upon his patient endeavours, and 
he particularly recommended himself to a circle at 
Saint Paurs, where by his address in posting him- 
self between two parties, one of which was very cir- 
cumstantially explaining a will, the other going 
step by step through a bill of in«flosure, where the 
glebe lands of the rector were in great peril of in- 
fringement, he so contrived as to lend one car to the 
divine and the other to the civilian, by which he 
got a dinner at each of their houses ; and as they 
found him a most agreeable companion, and one 
whose chearing smile enlivened their own conversa- 
tion, he soon became free of their families under h 
standing invitation. 

It was in one of these houses Pfirst became a':- 
quainted with Mr. h'ish, and as it Veemed to me a 
great pity that a man possessed of such companion- 
able talents ( for 1 can safely aver I had never heard 
the tone of his voice) should be any longer buried in 
obscurity, or at best confined to a narrow circle of 
admif^^s, I began to refiect within mvself what 
amazing ifnprovements socitty mfght receive, if he 
could be induced to stand forth in the public charac- 
ter of fl! Master of SU( nccf or in other words a Teacher 
vf the Art of Hearing* 

As I knew my friend was not a man to speak for 
himself, I took a convenient occasion one day of 
breaking my proposal to binf^ which 1 introduced 
by saying! had something to disclose to him^ which 
1 conceived would not only be ot public benefit, but 
might also be turned to his particular emolument and 
advantage. He paused some tin c, and seemed tt' 
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expect when I would proceed to explain mys.df; ^ 
but being at last convinced tliat 1 was really waiting * 
fo!\bis consent, he opened his lij)s for the rirst time, 
and in a very soft agreeable tone of voice delivered 
himsrtf as follows — ‘ Sat/ onP — I'he conversation 
being now fairly on foot, 1 said that experience must 
ha\e convinced him how great a scarcity of hearers 
there were in this metropolis, at the same time what 
great request they were in, and hdw much Conver- 
sation and society were at a loss for a proper pro- 
portion of them ; ^*hat where one man now made 
ills fortune by his* tongue, hundreds might in less 
time establish their’s by a prudent use of their ears : 
that a desire in company was now become 

so general, that there was iid body left to shine 
: that no way could be so sure of providing for 
younger sons anU people of small fortunes, as to 
(jualily them well in i/iv art of h f aring ; but by a 
latal neglect in our ^’stem of education, and the 

• locjuacity of nurses and servants, no attention was 
paid to this D*i^ful accomplishment : 1 observed to 
him that our parsons were in some degree in the 
fault, by shortening tlv:ir sermons and quickening 
their prayers, whereas in times past, when homilies 
\¥ere in use, and the preacher turned the bour-|;lass 

• fwice or ibrice before his discourse was wou^ up, 
tife world tvas in’^etty^hdl sts of hearing : that in 
Oliver’s days the grace was oftentimes as long as 
the meal, now they sate down without any grace at 
all, anti talked without ceasing : that the disconti- 
nuance of smoking tobacco contributed much to put 
hearing out of fashion, and that a club of ])copfe 
now was like a pack pf hounds in fall cry, where all 
puppies open at the same time, whether they have 
got the*scent or not : In conclusion, 1 demanded of 
him if he agreed wdth me in these observations, or 
not ; he again took some time to consider, and very 
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civilly replied— ‘ I do / — * If you do agree with mCy* 
rejoined 1, ‘ in acknowledging the complaint, tell 
me if you will concur in promoting the cure/ He 
nodded assent, * and who is so fit as Mr. Jedediah 
Fish,’ added I, ‘ to teach that art to others, whifch he 
possesses in such perfection himself? It shall be my 
business to seek out for scholars, yonr’s to instruct 
them, and I don’t despair of your establishing an 
Academy of Silence in as general repute as the school 
of Pythagoras,’ 

This institution is now fairly >n foot, and school 
is opened in JVlagpy e-court, Che&pside, No 4, name 
on the door, where the professor is to be spoken to 
by ail persons wanting his advice and instructions. 
The remarkable success which has already attended 
Mr. .Jedediah Fish, would warrant my laying be- 
fore the public some extraordinary cures, but these 
I shall postpone to some future opportunity, and 
conclude with a passage from Horace, which shews 
that ingenious poet, though perhaps he had as much 
to say for himself as most of our n^^Jern prattleVs, 
was neverthcles a perfect adept in the art, which it 
has been the labour of this paper to recommend. 


Septimus octavo projjrinr Jam fugcrit auvm^ 

Lx quo M arenas me ewpif habere suorum 
hWiumcro } duntaxat ad hocy quern U^lere r/^e^a 
VeMety iur facienSy h eni roh cfcderv au^^as 
Hoc genus, IJora quota cst ? Thvax est (ialliua Sifvo par: 
Matutiua parum cauiosjam J'n'igora mordent : 

Lt qu(C riinosa bene dejumunliir in aure, 

* ’Tis (let me see) three years and more, 
(October next it will be four) 

Since Hanley bade me first attend, 

And chose me for an humble friend ; 

» Wou’d take me in bis coach to chat, 

And question me of this and that : 

As *• What's o’clock?’ and ‘ How’s the wind?* 

‘ Who’s chariot’s that we left behind ?’ 
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Or gravely try to read the lines 
Writ underneath the country-signs; 

Or, ^ Have you nothing new to-day 
‘ From Pope, from Parnell, or irom Gay r' 
Such tattle often entertains 
My lord and me as far as Staines, 

As once a week we travel down 
To W indsor, and again to town. 

Where all that passes inter nos 

Might be proclaim’d at Chariirg Cross.’ ' 

SWIFT. 


NUMBER XXVII. 


A NOVEL, conducted upon one uniform plan, con- 
taining a series of evehts in familiar life, in which 
np cp^isodical sf^ry is interwoven, is, in effect, a 
protracted cor^iedy, not divided into acts. The 
same natural display of character, the same face- 
tious turn of dialogue and agreeable involution of 
incidents are essential to each composition. Novels 
•of this d<^scfr|)tiojl are not of many y-ears standing 
i« England, rnd-seem to have succeeded af^rsome 
interval to romafXe, Uriiich, to say no worse of it, 
is a most pnnatural and monstrous production. 
The Don Quuotc of Cervantes is of a middle species ; 
and tBe Gii Bias, which the Spaniards claim and 
the French have the credit of, is a series of adven- 
tures rather than a novel, and both this and Don 
Quixote abound in episodical stories, which sepa- 
rately taken are more properly novels than the mo- 
ther work. 

Two authors of our nation began the fashion of 
^ovel* writing, upon different plans indeed, but each 
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with a degree of success, which perhaps has never 
yet been equalled : Richardson disposed his fable 
into letters, and Fielding pursued the more natin'al 
mode of a continued narration, with an exccj)tion 
liowcver of certain miscellaneous chapters, one of 
which he prefixed to each book in the nature of a 
prologue, in which the author speaks in person : he 
has e>u:^utcd thisr^so pleasantly, that we are recon- 
ciled to the interruption in his instance; but I 
should doubt if it is a practice in which an irnitatoi 
would be wise to foiicw him. 

1 should have observed, that modern novelists 
have not confined themselves to comic fables, or 
such only as have happy endings, but sometimes, 
as in the jnstance of The Clarissa^ wind up their 
story with a tragical catastrophe ; to subjects of 
this sort, jjcrhaps, the epistolary mode of writing 
may be best adapted, at least it seems to give a 
more natural scope to pathdtic descriptions ; but 
there can be no doubt that fables** rejdete with hu- 
morous situations, characteristic diaK>gue, and busy- 
plot, are better suited to the mode which Fielding 
has pursued in his inimitable'^novel of The Foifudlhtfry 
universally allowed the most jierfcct woik of its 
sort in ours, or probably any other lar^guage. i 

lYit'ie is a something ^so attractive to, readers of 
all descriptions in these boBkfe, aiwl they have been 
sought wdth such general avidity, that an incredible 
number of publications have been produced, and 
the scheme of circulating libraries, lately established, 
vi^hich these very publications seem to have sug- 
gested, having spread tliem through the kingdom, 
novels are now become the aifi using study ot every 
rank avd description of people in jiingland. 

Young minds are so apt to be tinctured by what 
they read, tljat it should be the duty of every person 
who has the charge of education, to make a propej^ 
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choice of books for those who are under their care ;* 
and this is particularly necessary in resj)ect to our 
daughters, who are brought up in a more confined 
and ^domestic manner than boys. Girls will be 
tempted to form themselves upon any characters, 
whether true or fictitious, which forcibly strike 
their imaginations, and nothing can be more point- 
edly addressed to the passions th^in many # f these 
novel heroines. 1 would not be understood to ac-* 
cusc our modern writers of immoral designs ; very 
•few 1 believe can%be found of that description ; I 
do not therefore object to them as corrupting the 
youthful mind by pictures of immorality, but I 
‘ think some amongst them may be apt to lead young 
female readers into afi'ectatifin and false character by 
stories, where the manners, though higlilv charged, 
are not in nature ; and the more interesting such 
stories arc, the greater will be their influence : in 
this light, a novel hd-oine, though described with- 
cgit a/ault, yet 'if drawn out ol nature, may be a 
veiy unfit mo^.W for imitation. 

The novel, which of all others is formed upon 
the most studied plan of morality, is Clar'ma^ and 
few young women J believe are put under rcstric- 
•tion by tjieir parents or others from gratityingtheir 
^ ouriosity j^ith a. perusal of^this author ; girfSed by 
thc best intentiiAs, aft <f conscious that fhe moral of 
his book isL fundamentally good, he has taken all 
possible pains to weave into his story incidents of 
such a*tragical at^d uif'ccting nature, as are calculated 
to make a strong and lasting impression on 
youthful heart. The unmerited^ sufterings of an , 
innocent and beautiful young lady, who is n^ade a 
modchof patience and ])urity ; the unnatural obdu« 
racy of her parents ; the infernal arts of the wretch 
who violates her, and the sad catastrophe of her 
^ death, are incidents in this affecting story better 
^ VOL. XLl. R 
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conceived- than executed : failing in this most es- 
sential point, a? a picture of human nature, I must 
regard the novel of Clarissa as one of the booS!s, 
which a prudent parent will put under interdiction ; 
for 1 think 1 can say from observation, that there 
are more artiticial pedantic characters assumed by 
sentimental Misses, in the vain desire of being 
thought Clarissa Jlarlo'ors^ than from any other 
source of imitation whatsoever : I sus])cct that it 
has given food to the idle passion for those eternal 
scribblings, wliich pass between one female friend 
and another, and tend to no good point of educa- 
tion. I have a young lady in my eye, who made 
her will, wiote an irscription lor the plate of her 
own coffin, and forswore all mankind at the age of 
sixteen. As to vhe characters of Lovelace, oi the 
heroine herself, and the heroine’s*' parents, 1 take 
them all to be beings of another world. What 
Clarissa Is made to do, and what she is allowed to 
omit, arc equally out of the regtoris of nature;. 
Fathers and mothers, who may oppose the inclina- 
tions of their daughters, are not likely to profit fiorn 
the examples in this story, nor will those daughters 
be disposed to think tbu worse of their own rights^ 
or the better of their parents, fur the bjack and- 
oii’iouVbolours in whjeh^ these unnatural ^pharacterj 
are paiiitccf. It will' avail 7inie to say, that Cla- 
risj-a’s jniserics are derivable from the lalsc step of 
her elopement, when it is evident that elopement 
became necessary to avoid compujsion. 'Lo speak 
with more precisiojn iny opinion in the case, 1 
think Clarissa dangerous only to such young per- 
sons, whose characters are\efto be formed, and 
who frf?m natural susceptibilny may be prone to 
ifiiitation, and likely to be tuined ashle into errois 
of afiettation. in such hands, 1 think a book so 
iiddrcshcd to the passions and wire-drawn into suck^ 
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prolixity, is not calculated to Ibrm either natural 
manners or natural stile; nor would I have them 
le^ru of Clarissa to write long pedantic letters on 
iheir bended knvts^ and beg to hiss the hem of their 
ever^honoured Mamma s ifavtmnty any more than 1 
would wish them to spurn at the addresses of a 
Worthy lover with the pert insult of a Miss Ho'u'c, 

The natural temper and talents of our children 
should point out to our observation and judgment 
the particular mode in which they ought to be** 
trained : the littlt; tales told to them in infancy, and 
the books to be put into their hands in a forwarder 
age, are concerns highly worth attending to. Few 
female hearts in early youth can bear being sof- 
tened by pathetic and jafiecting stories without 
prejudice. Young people are i^ll inritation, and 
when a girl asiftimes the pathos of Clarissa without 
experiencing the same afflictions, or being put to 
the same tiials, thc« result will be a most insutfer- 
,fiblc adcctutjoi. and pedantry. 

Y^hatever oerrors there may he in our present 
system of education, they are not the errors of neg- 
lect; on the contrary, peihaps, they will he found 
^ to consist in over-diligence and too great solicitude 
for ac(}om{)hsliment ; the distribution of a* young 
•lady’s l^ours is an analysis of all the artsyafifl sci- 
ences ; she shiil be* phtlosbphcr in 4he morning, 
a painter. at noon, and a musician at night; she 
shall sing without a voice, play without an car, 
and *draw without a talent. A. variety of masters 
distract the attention and overwhelm the genius ; 
and thus an indiscriminate zeal in the parent stops 
the cultivation anti iinprovcmeift of those particula|| 
branches, to which the talents of the cfflld may 
more immediately be adapted. But if parents who 
thus press the education of their children, fall into 
mistakes from too great anxiety, \heir neglect is 
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without excuse, who, immersed in dissipation, de^ 
legate to a hireling the most sacred and most natural 
of all duties : to these unprofitable and inconsider- 
ate beings 1 shall not speak in plain prose, but will 
desire them to give the following little poem a 
perusal. 


■^^oRiNDA her spouse *were joirfcl. 

As iTiocleni men and women are. 

In matrimony not in mind, 

A fashionable pair. 

Fine clothes, hno diamonds, and fine lacr, 
The smartest vis-a-vis in town, 

With title, |un-riioncy, and jdace, 

Matie wedlockV pill go down. 

I 

In dc^"‘nt time by Hunter's art 
The wish'd-for heir Oorinda bore ; 

A girl came next; she’d dc ie her part, 
Donnda bred no more. 

.1 

Now education's care empViys 

Dorinda's brain— -but ah ! the curse, 
Dorinda's brain can’t bear 'the noise— 

‘ Go, take ’em to the nurse !— ’ 

S ‘ 

i^Tlie lovely babes improve apace 

By dear Mu'an'selk.‘'s 5 

A1i^s galihles French with pert grimace. 
And Master learns to swear. 

* Sweet innocents I’ the servants cry, 

‘ .So natural lie, and she so wild : 

‘ Laud, Nutm', do humour ’em-~for why? 
‘ Twere su* to snub a child.' 

T’ me runs — * My G^d !'—Dorin da cries 

* How monstrously the girl is grown ! 

< She has more meaning in her eyes 

* Than half the girls in town.’ 
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Now teachers throng ; Miss dances, sing%, 
Learns every art beneath the sun, 
ScrawU, scribbles, does a thousand things 
Without a taste fur one. 

Lapdogs and jiarrots, paints, good lack ! 

Enough to make > ir Joshua jealous. 
Writes rebusses, and has her clack 
Of small-talk fur the fellows : 

Mobs to the milliners for fashions. 

Reads eve|y tawdry tale lliat's newf 
Has fits, opinions, humours, passions. 
And dictates in virtu. 

Ma’aniselle to hand convey;* 

A billet-doux ; she’s tren-ci^mmodey 
The Daucing-master’S in the chaise,* 
They|cower the northern i^ad. 

Away to ScottiNli land they post, 

Mks there hecoines a lawful wife ; 

Her frOiVck over, to her cost 
Miss is a wretch for life. 

Master meanwhile advances fast 
la modern nianners and in vice. 

And with a school-boy’s heedless hast\^, 
fatties the do^p»erate dice. 

travels iio doijbj^bv ^^ot^^*rn rules ^ 

To France, to Italy, and there 
Commences adept in the schools 
Of Rousseau and Voltaire. 

Retiiris in all the dernier gout 

Of Brussels- 1 joint and Paris clothe.*,, 
Buys antiqi\^* statues vampt {|ne\v. 

And busts wiLhout a ifose. 

Then licy ! at dissipation’s call * 

To every club that leads tlie ton, 
Hsizard's the word ; he Hies at all} 

He’s pigeon’d and undone. 

H3 
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Now comes a wife, the stale pretence, 

The old rec'cipt to pay new debts ; 

He pockets City-Madam’s pence, 

And doubles all his belts. 

He drains liis stewards, racks his farms, 
Annititizes, hues, renews, 

And ev«ry morn his levee swarms 
W^ith swindlers and with Jews. 

<- it 

The guinea lost that was his last, 

Dcsjierate at length the maniac crief-'— 

* This thro’ my brain ’tis dene*, ’ti^ past j 
He ftres^he fally— he dies ! 


NUMBER XXVllI. 


TafjiOf K^irt^os larrtv erwf ^ovi 

I'^oTFOv yvvxtKOS IVSov KafiSaint^ 

IIIPPOKAX.. 


To a wise husband, when possessing 
A virtuous wife, w^lock’s a blessing. 

Though Ido not like paradoxes, and can readily 
acknowledge the rcsj>ect due to general opinions, 
? yet I am bold to aver to the face of all those fine 
gentlemen, who, if they think as they act, will 
' laugh me to scorn for the notion, that marriage is 
a measure of some .consequence. I do not mean to 
^ say that it is necessary** in the choice of a wife, that 
she should be of any particular stature or com- 
plexion , brown or fair, tall or short ; neither do I 
think a man of family need absolutely to insist 
upon as many clear descents^ as would satisfy a 
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German Count, before he quarters arms with a* 
lady ; nor do 1 article for fortune, or connection, 
or any other worldly recommendation as indispen- 
sable^; satisfied only, if it will be granted to me, that 
the parties ought not to unite without some mutual 
explanation, some previous understanding of each 
other’s temper, and some reasonable ground of be- 
lief, that the contract they are about to ei^er into 
lor life, is likely to hold good to the end of the * 
term for which it is^made. 

I am not so ignorant of the world as not to know 
how many specious reasons may be given on the 
other side of the question ; and being sensible J 
^ have a hard point to drive, I am willing to conci- 
liate my opponents by all reasonable cor\pessions. 

Lord Faro mayied to pay off a ifiortgage that en- 
cumbered his estate, and to discharge certain debts 
of honour that encumbered his mind still more : 

. his match therefore was a match of principle ; and 
though a run ot bad luck defeated his good inten- 
tions towards ‘his creditors, and though the vulgar 
manners of his lady ^melt so strong of the city, 
that she became insupportable, yet all the world 
allowed that, the measure was judicious, justifiable, 
/and in his lordship’s situation indispensable. 

• Ladj/ llmh Specie ma^ne^ Cplonel Spectre 
he haunted her fn all assemblies, was tor ever at 
her back in the Opera-house, glided into the church 
when sjie was at her devotions, and declared in all 
companies that he was determined to have her. 
1-ady Bab married to be revenged of him ; nobo^ly 
denied but she tool^ the right^ mqjthod, and all the 
world allowed that she had her revenge : the colonel " 
is literally a spectre at this moment. • , 

Sir Harris Bluster and Miss Hornet were first cou- 
sins, and though brought up togethe# in the same 
iiouse like brother and sister, squabbled and fought 
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like dog and cat : Sir Harry’s face bore the marks 
of her nails, and Miss’s head-dress was the frequent 
victim of his fury : this young pair made a match 
in the laudable expectation of a better agreement 
after wedlock : all the world applauded their mo- 
tives, and the event fully answered their expectation 
— for they parted consent. 

Old Lad}/ Lutj/ Lumbago was told by a fortune* 
teller that she should die a maid : when she was at 
least sixty years in advance towards fulHlling the 
j)rediction, she drew a pieces of wedding cake 
through a bride’s gold ring, and dreamt of her own 
footman ; she married him the next week to thwart 
the destinies : the footman went off with her strong- 
box, and left her behind to compleat the prophecy. 

Lord Calomel had a plentiful estate and a very 
scanty constitution, but he hud two reasons for 
marrying, which all the world gave him credit for ; 
the rirst w^as to get an heir, which he wanted, and. 
the second was to get rid of a mistress he w'\s tiied 
of : he made his choice of Miss Frolicki and every 
body allowed the odds were in his favour for an 
heir : the lady brought him a full-grown boy at 
five aionths end ; his lordshij) drove his wife out of 
his house, and reinstated his mistress.* ‘ 

Fanciful had a blind -side towards a fine 
eyebrow*" It was his humour, and he had a right 
to ])!ease himself : Signora Fakeita struck an arrow 
to his heart from a pair of full-drawn bojvs, that 
would have done honour to Cleopatra herself, 
whose stage representative the Signora then was : 
Jack made overtures of a ccr/ain sort, which her 
majetty repulsed with the dignity that became her ; 
in shorU, the virtue of Cleopatra was impregnable, 
or at least, it was plain she was not every body's 
Cleopatra. What could Jack do? It was impos* 
sible to give up the eyebrows, and it was no lesfe 
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impossible to have them upon any terms, but terms * 
of honour. Jack married her : it was his humour, 
and all the world allowed he was in the right to 
indulge it : the happy knot was ^ied ; Jack flew 
with lips of ardour to his lovely Cleopatra ; the 
faithless eyebrow deserted from the naked forehead 
ot its owner, and (O sad exchange!) took post 
upon Jack’s chin. o 0 

I’hese, and many more than these, may be called * 
cases ill point, and brought to prove that matrimony 
is a mere whim, a'caprice of the moment, and by 
people who know the world treated with suitable 
indifference ; but still 1 must hope that such of my 
readers, at least, who do not know the world, or 
know perhaps just so mucht^f it as not tg wish for 
a more intimate familiarity with ift fashions, will 
think this same bargain lor life a bargain of some 
consequence. 

'I’lie court of Catherine of Medicls, but more 
patticujarly that of Anne of Austria, brought the 
characters of women into much greater consequence 
and display, than had bjfore been allowed to them : 
the female genius called foith from its obscurity 
soon assumed^its natural prerogatives : a womun^s 
wit was f^und the hnest engine to cut the knot of 
intricacy, cy if possible tp ‘disentangle it : JtheTaoie^^ 
in that famous re|fency vlrere no less fitted to direct 
a council than to adorn a court : the enlightened 
elate of present times, and the refinement of modern 
manners, have happily discovered, that in the proper 
intercourse of the sexes are centered all the charm- 
of society : it seems ^as if a new world had been 
found out wthin the limits of‘the old one: asso- 
ciated as we now are, we are left without excuse^ 
when we mistake their characters, or betray them 
into unsuitable connections by disguising our own : 
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every unmarried man has time enough to look about 
him, and opportunities enough tor the fullest infor- 
ination: it can be nothing theicforcbut the misguid- 
ing impulse of some sordid and unworthy passion, 
that can be the moving cause of so many unhappy 
matches. I will never believe, in the corruption of 
the present times, though theie are as many bills of 
divore ' as bills i.f enclosure, but that the husband, 
1 will not say in every, but in almost every, case is 
in the first lault. It were aij easy thing to point 
out a thousand particulars amongst the reigning 
habits of high life, which seem as if invented by 
the very demon of seduction for his own infernal 
purposes ; there is fiot one of all these haliits which 
a wise man can fail to despise, or an honest man 
neglect to reform ; no jilan so easj^ as the prevention 
of them ; no system so absurd, so undignified, so 
destructive of ail the pleasures of life, as the system 
of dissipation. 

Look at a man of this sort ! ftc has not ^^vendlic 
credit of being a voluptuary ; thcrc'^is not one feature 
;^of j^teasure in his face: all is languor, nonchalance or 
(I help out my description with French, 
thank Heaven ! we have yet no, words in our 
' ‘lanoruage to express it.) The travels of sach a man 
in the purlieus only of St; .lames’s-strc^t and Pall- 
mall wo&ld suffice to have carried him round the 
pyramids of Fgypt : he might have visited the ruins 
of Herculaneum in half the number of prices that 
he spends in sauntering up to K&ttcn-row : he posts 
tfroni town to country, as if the fate of Kurope de- 
pended on his dispatch ; he jeconnoim’s the heels 
of s^me favourite hunter, and returns vyidi the same 
expedition to town ; you would think that liie or 
death depended on his speed, and you would not 
be much oiit in the guess, for he has just killed so 
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much time, and perhaps a post-liorse or two into 
the bargain. Are we to suppose there is no emu- * 
lation in the ladies ? 

Is it not possible to employ the revenue of a great 
estatenn a more agreeable manner ? For I am now^ 
speaking of riches in no other light, but as the means 
of procuring pleasures to their owner. May not 
every hour of life present some new or agreeable 
occupation to a man who is possessed of^a large 
fortune and knows how to use it ? I need not point 
out the endless source of delightful employment, 
which a well-projected system of improvement 
must furnish to the man ot landed property : this 
• nation abounds in artists of all descriptions ; gar- 
dening, plai.ting, architecture, music, painting, the 
whole circle of arts are open to hisjusc afld service; 
wherever his laslt or humour points, there are pro- 
fessors in every department of the highest talents : 
he may seat himself in a paiadise of his own creat- 
*ing, and colltct a tocuty to participate with him 
wouliy the enje^yment of it : the capital might then 
be his visiting and not his abiding-jdacc ; liis dear- 
est fiiend and the companion of his happiest Iwnirs 
might be bis wife; the duties of a paient might 
d5)en fre.^h si5,virv.es of delight, and 1, who pndess 
*ni^sell’to be an (Jhrur jmkI a friend of m;jn,|-;'n 1^ 
might confcnipla^^ his hapjfiness, and erf out with 
the vanity of an author — T/mr is otw coivJiH io7njf 
s^ali in / 

1 mte commkiy ci nosimm dhdic viiinm ! 
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Amongst the various orders and ranks of men in 
civilized society, some are entitled to our respect for 
the dignity and utility of their profession ; but as 
there are many more than merely natural wants to 
be provided for in a state of high refinement, other 
arts and occupations, will occur, which though not 
so highly to be respected for their utility, will yet 
be valued and caressed for the pleasures they bestow. 
In this light there is perhaps no 'one order of men 
who contribute more largely to the pleasing and 
moral amusements of the age'', than our actors. As 
1 mean to devote this paper to thei. use and service, 

I shall begin it with a short passage* extracted from 
Mr. Dow’s History of Hindostan. 

* During all these transactions the gates of Delhi 
were kept shut. Famine began to rage every dajr 
more and more; but the Shaw wa^s'.dea^f to the 
of mankind. The public spirit of Tuclfi,“ 
a famous i.ctor, deserves to bo rr corded^ upon this 
occasion, ' He exhibited a play before Nadir Shaw, 
with which that monarch was so well pleased, that 
he commanded Tucki to ask, and what he wished 
should be done for him. 'Tucki fell upon his face, 
ajjd said, O Kln^, commatK^ the gaic.s to he opened^ that 
iite poor way not ^erifh / His I'tqucst was granted, 
and liklf the city poured into the country ; and the 
place wSs supplied in a few days with plenty of pro- 
visions.’ 

'X'hough if is not every actor’s lot to save a cit/. 
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yet it is his province to drive an enemy out of it,, 
almost as formidable as famine. 

There is such a combination of natural gifts re- 
quisite to the formation of a complete actor, that it 
is more a case of wonder how so many good ones are 
to be found, than why so few instances of excellence 
can be produced. Lvery thing, that results from 
nature alone, lies out of the province of instruction, 
and no rules that I know of will serve to gfve a fine« 
form, a fine voice, or even those line feelings, which 
are amongst the f properties of an actor. These, 
in fact, are the tools and materials of his trade, and 
these neither his own industry nor any man’s assist- 
ance can bestow. But the right use and applica- 
tion of then* is another question, and there he must 
look for his directions from educatkin, industry, and 
judgment. * 

A classical education, if it be not insisted on as 
indisj)ensable to a gteat actor, is yet so advanta- 
geous^ to him in every branch of his art, that it is a 
most happy circumstance in their lot, who can 
avail themselves of it. 

Be vliis us it may, if behoves him in the very first 
place to be thoroughly versed in all the chief dj ama- 
tic writers of his own country. Of all these Shak- 
* Hf)eare is out of sight th^* principal, that fomfd.’.il.. 

lion sake 1 will €onfin# myself to him (Tiily, 'I'liis 
author therefore must be studied in the most critical 
and scrutinizing manner ; not by parts, but in the 
whole ; for it is the veriest folly in any young stu- 
dent for the stage to read by dmravta'y or attach 
himself to any one predominant jiart, in which 
aims at a display, until he has*posscst himself in the 
compleatest manner of the whole drama, which 
he is to stand. Every movement of the authof’s 
mind should be unravelled, all those spiall but deli- 
cate incidents, which serve to announce or discri- 

VOL. XLl. s 
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minate a leading clmractcr, every thing said to him, 
or of him, as well as by him, are to be carefully 
gathered up ; for Shakspeare in particular paints so 
very close to nature, and with such marking touches, 
that he gives the very look an actor ought to wear, 
when he is on his scene- 

When an actor has done this, he will find his un- 
derstanding so enlightened by the task, and his mind 
« possest with such a passion lor what is natural, that 
he will scorn the sorry practice of tricks, and that 
vain study of setting himself off hy this or that pre-** 
concerted attitude, in which some handicraft-men, 
wlio were more like tumblers than tragedians, have 
in times past disgraced their profession ; in short, it ' 
he studies his author he will have no need to study 
his looking-glass : let him feel and he will be sure 
to express ; nature, that gave him limbs and organs 
of speech, will be sure to give him action, and he 
need not measure the board hb is to fall upon, as if 
he was to make his exit down a trap. i 

There is one thing in particular 1 would wish him 
to avoid, which is a repugnance against appearing 
in clfaracters of an unamiable sort ; (the ladies will 
observe I address myself to both sexes throughout 
it is a narrow notion to sup post? that* tJier^ can be ^ 
adhesion either of vic<^or virtue to the real chsp- 
racter : orjihat reverfge, crtTelty, {. erfidiousness, or 
cowardice can be transposed into a main’s nature, 
because be professionally represents these evil qua- 
lities. • If I had not determined against particulariz- 
ing any person in this paper, I should here quote 
the example of an actor, whose untimely death every 
friend of the drama must deplofe, and whose good 
sense 1 njight ap[>eal to in confirmation of my ad- 
vite. 

Of this above all things every actor may assure 
himself, that there is no calling or profession in liftj 
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that can less endure the distractions of Iiitcnipcrancc. 
and dissipation. A knowledge of the woild no 
doubt IB necessary to iiim, and he must therefore 
take his share in society, hut there is no other intro- 
duction into the best company, but by meiiting a 
place in it ; and as for vulgar fellowships and con- 
nections, where a man is to act the plcamutfeUmo and 
set the table in a roar, if he has not the spirit and 
discretion to decline them, he will soon tina his pro-* 
fessional talents sacriticed to his convivial ones ; if 
he docs not reser/e'all Ins exertions for his art, na- 
ture must sink under double duly, and the most that 
he can obtain in return will be pity. 

An eminent actor should resolve to fortify him- 
self against the many peisonal attacks, which in the 
present times he is to expect frowfiiemts as well as 
foes : by tl^e former 1 mean those friends, whose ill- 
judged apjiiauses are as dangerous to his repose as 
calumny itself. That*pro|>er sense of himself, which 
bolds^a middle place between diffidence and arro- 
gance, is what*hc must oppose to these attacks of 
extravagant applause or illiberal defamation j for 
gentlemen of wit aild pleasantry find so much 
amusement in sporting with the feelings of actors, 
that they wHl write; and there is a tigure called 
* jnuch in fashiofl ^mongst them, 

lent projierty o# whicA figure is that ^ cuts both 
ways*’ — vtrtuncjm ct dhvrsopar ausrendi aiqm wmvvndlm 
Mow although the ltxr\Kvbxdv is a figure of freedom, 
and has certain privileges, that go beyond credibility, 
yet 1 have the authority of (iidniilian to say that it 
has bounds; on the outside of truth, 1 confess, But 
still within reason — QuanrcisVitiiH rsf omais hyperbole % 
ultra fi dan \ mm tarn an esse debef ultra An 

actor therefore will do wisely to put no hath in siffch 
a double-tongued figure, nor form anjj acquaintance 
with those wlio arc in the daily use of it. 
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If he would Imve better authority for the advice I 
pve him, let him turn to his books, and he will not 
rind a writer of eminence, cither ancient or raoderni 
that will not tell him slander is a tax on merit. 1 
shall instance only one of each, because I will not 
burthen him with quotation.*:. The first of these is 
Tacitits^ a wiiter of unquestionable authority, and 
one who has Icft^ as good receipts for who’esornc 
^jiidgmeifc in all worldly affairs as any man whatever : 
His maxim indeed is short, for he makes no waste 
of words on any occasion ; speakirPg of certain libel- 
lous publications, he obser\es — ^prefa cxv/r-^cunt ; si 
V'ascar(\ a^nha ‘c}(ii'nt 7 (r : — Which may be thus ren- 
dered — Contempt disarms abuse \ resent ^ and ifoit adopt 
if . — The other^ which I .shall adduce, is the judici- 
ous and arniable Mr. Addison, who is rather more 
diffusive on the subject, but concludes his opinion 
with this recommendation of the prescrij^tion above 
mentioned — ‘ That it is a pieie of fortitude, which 
every man owes to his own innocenl^e, and without 
which it is impossible for a man of any nr crit or 
figure to live at peace with himself, in a country that 
abounds with wit and liberty.' (Spect. No, 3d5. ) 
When 1 have said this, 1 am free to own, that it 
is an act of aggravated cruelty to a*^tackra man, 
rofession lays so continually at mercy, 
and who has fewer defences than •other men to re- 
sort to. An actor has a claim upon the public for 
their protection, whose servant he is ; and he ou^ht 
to be dear to every man in particular, whose heart 
he has dilated with benevolence, or lightened with 
festivity ; if we are grateful to the surgeon who 
s;. assuages the pain of S festering sore, or draws even 
a thorn from our flesh, should we not remember 
him witt kindness, who heals our heart of its in- 
quietude, and chcars those hours with gaiety and 
innocence, which we might else have devoted to 
gloominess or guilt 
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If an actor has these claims upon the world at . 
large, what ought he not to expect from the poet in 
paiticular? 'J lie poet’s arms should be his natural 
asylum, a shield from the arrows of envy and de- 
traction. An actor is in the ca])iicity ot a steward 
to every living inui'C, and of an executor to every 
departed one; the poet digs up the ore, he sifts 
it irom the dross, refines and purifies i^for the 
mint ; the actor sets tlie stamp upon it, ana makes « 
it current in the world. 


NUMBEl^ XXX. 


Prrjcdice is so wide a word, that if we would have 
ourselves understood* we must always use some 
aoxili^ry term wdth it to define our meaning : thus 
when vve .speak of national prejudices, prejudices of 
education, or religious prejudices, by com[>ounding 
our expression we convey ideas very difttVent from 
|:ach other. ^ * • 

^ Natimal prejudice is by some called a virtue, but 
(he virtii^of it in the proper •pplL^ja: 

tion and moderaft degree ot it/ It must Fc c<-nfcssed 
a happy attachment, which can reconcile the Lap- 
lander, to his freezing snows, and the African to his 
scorching sun. There are some portions of the 
globe SO partially endowed by Providence with ^li- 
mate and productityis, that were jt not for this pre- 
judice to. the 9?afa/v sohtm^ tHe greater part of the 
habitable world would be a scene of envy ajjid repin- 
ing. National predilection is in this sense a bia- 
sing, and perhaps a virtue; but if it eiperates othcr- 
than in the best sense of its definition, it per- 
s 3 
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verts the judgment, and in some cases vitiates the 
heart. It is an old saying, that chanhf bc^/ns at 
but this Is no reason it should not go abroad : a man 
should live with the world as a citizen of the world ; 
he may have a preference for the particular quartei , 
or square, or even alley m which he lives, but he 
should have a generous feeling for the welfare of thr 
whole : and if in. his rambles through this great city 
(the world) he may chance upon a man oi a difi’erent 
habit, language or complexion from his own, still 
he is a fellow-citizen, a short segourner in common 
with himself, subject to the same wants, infirmities 
and necessities, and one that has a brother s claim 
upon him for his charity, candour and relief. It 
were to be wished no tuaveller would leave his own 
country without' these impressions, and it would be 
still better if all who live in it would adopt thetn ; 
but as an Observer of mankind ( let me speak it to the 
honour of my countrymen) I have very little to re- 
proach them wiili on this account: it would be 
iiard if a nation, more addicted to travel than any 
other in Europe, had not rubbed off this rust of the 
soul in their excursions and collisions ; it would be 
an indelible reproach, if a people, so blest at home, 
were not benevolent abroad. Oiir ingeniot'.s neigu- 
- b Jt. o fcfee F rench arc less^^recable guests tfxan hosti : 

1 am afraid their national prejudices reach a little be- 
yond candour in most cases, and they a.re too apt to 
indulge a vanity, which docs not become so enlight- 
ened a nation, by shutting their eyes against every 
light except their own ; but 1 do a violence to my 
feelings, when I expresis myself unfavourably ot a 
people, with whom \ve have long been impUcateu iri 
the mosf. honourable of all connections, the mutual 
j)Ursuits of literary fame, and a glorious emulation 
in arts and sciences. 

Prejudices of education are less dangerous lhau 
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religious prejudices, less common than national ones,- 
and more excusable than anv ; in general they are 
little else than ridiculous habits, which cannot ob- 
tain much in a country where public education pre- 
vails; and such as a commerce with the world can 
hardly fail to cure: they are characteristic of serag- 
lio prmces ; the property of sequestered beings, who 
live in celibacy and retirement, Qontractedin child- 
hood and conhrmed by age : a man, who nas passceV 
his life on shipboard, will j)ace the length of his 
quarter-deck on^the terrace before his house, were 
it a mile in length. 

These are harmless peculiarities, but it is obvious 
to experience that prejudices of a very evil nature 
may be contracted by habits of education ; and the 
very defective state of the police ••whiefi is suffered 
yet to go on witliout reform in and about our capital, 
lurnishes too many examples of our fatal inattentidn 
to the morals of our fnfant poor : amongst the many 
wretfhed culprits who suffer death by the law, how 
many arc thert, who, when standing at the bar to 
receive sentence of execution, might urge thi§ plea 
in extenuation of thefr guilt ! 

^ ‘ This action w'^hich you arc jdeased to tesm cri- 

minal,.! haW been taught to consider as merito- 
rious: t]|c arts of frajja^ |nd thieving,^ byrwiiiC*4"4 
gained my livirf^, are arts insViUed into- me by my 
jia rents, habits wherein I was educated from my in- 
lancyj a trade to which I was regularly bred : if 
these are things .jiot to be allowed ot, and a violation 
ot the laws, it behoved the laws to prevent thgm, 
rather than to popish them ; fqr I cannot see the 
equity of putting me to death for actions, which, if 
your police had taken any charge of me*ln my in- 
fancy, I never had committed. If you would secure 
yourselves from receiving wrong, you should teach 
•lis not to do wrong ; and this might easily be ef- 
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fectcd, if you had any eye upon your parish poor. 
For my part, I was born and bred in the parish of 
Saint Giles ; my parents ke])t a shop for the retail of 
gin and old rags; christening I had none ; a church 
1 never entered, and no parish officer ever visited our 
habitation : if he had done so, he would have found 
a seminary of thieves and pick-pockets, a magazine 
of stolen^goods, a house of call where nightly depre- 
<dators niet together to compare accounts, and make 
merry over their plunder : amongst these and by 
these 1 was educated ; 1 obeyed .hem as my mas- 
ters, and 1 looked up to them as my examples : I 
believed them to be great men : ! heard them recount 
their actions with glory ; 1 saw them die like heroes, 
and 1 attended their exerutions with triumph. It 
is now my turn to suffer, and 1 lv?pe I shall not 
prove myself unworthy of the calling in which I 
have been brought up : if there be any fault in my 
conduct, the fault is yours; tor, being the child of 
poverty, I was the son of the public : if the*‘e b^ 
any honour, it is my own; for 1 ha{^c acted iij) to 
my instructions in' all things, and faithfully fulrillcJ 
the purposes of ray education.’ 

1 cannot excuse myself from touching upon one, 
more prejudice, which may be called haltiral, of 
vjJ,c|jrej».*idicc : under cori^qtion of the Ihwtpvrs V 
hope I may be allowed to say, that* a certain portion 
ot this is a good quickener in all constitutions ; being 
seasonably applied, it acts like the spur in the wing of 
the ostrich, and keeps industry awake : being of the 
nature of all volatiles and provocatives, the merit of 
it consists in the moderation and discretion which 
^ admin’stcr it : if a man rightly knows himself, he 
may becvlled wise ; if he justly confides in himself he 
may be accounted happy ; but if he keeps both this 
knowledge anri this confidence to himself, he wijl 
neither ^>e less wise nor less happy for so doing : li 
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there are any secrets, which a man ought to keep* 
from his nearest iriends, this is one of them. Jf 
there were no better reason why a man should not 
vaunt himself, but because it is robbing the poor 
mountebanks of their livelihood, methinks it would 
be reason enough : if he must think aloud upon 
such occasions, let him lock himself into his closet, 
iiiul take it out in soliloquy : if he likes the sound of 
ills own praises there, and can icconcile himself to* 
the belict of them, it will then be time enough to try 
their effect upon oj^l/er people. 

Ventidius is the modestest of all men ; he blushes 
when he sees himsell applauded in the public pa- 
j)ers ; he has a better reason for blushing than the 
w<?rld is aware of ; he knows himself to be the au- 
thor of what he reads. • 

It seems a matter pretty generally agreed between 
all tellers and hearers of stories, that one party 
shall woik by the rifle of addition, and the other 
by that of subt. ;»ction: in most nairativcs, vyhere 
the reTater is a-^party in the scene, 1 have remark- 
ed that the .wwa-I has a decided advantage in a 
dialogue over the ; few people take an under- 

part in their eiwn fable. There is a salvo, Jiow- 
fver, which sgme gentlemen make use of (but I can- 
•lyt recommend it) of h^qjcing in a word io 
owm advantage, «vith tSe preface of I flnnk I nwjf 
sa// %cifhov1 xamty — and after all, if it was not for the 
vanity of it, there would beno need to say it at 
I knfiw a gentleman who possessed more real ac- 
complishments, than fall to one man\s lot in a thoji- 
sand ; he was an excellent painter, a fine musician, a 
good scholar, and^more lhaft nfl, a very worthy 
man — but'hc could not ride : it so happened, that 
upon a morning’s airing 1 detected him in the at- 
tempt of mounting on the back of a little pony, no 
tatilcr than his whip, and as quiet as a lamb : two 
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• st<>ut fellows held the animal by the hcad^ whilst 
iny friend was performing a variety of very inge- 
nious inanucuvres for lodging himself upon the sad- 
dle by the aid of a stirrup, which nearly touched 
the ground : I am afraid I smiled, when I ought 
not so to have done, for it is certain it gave offence 
to my worthy friend, who soon after joined me on 
his pony, which Jiie assured me was remarkably vi- 
1 cious, particularly a.t mounting ; but that he had 
been giving him some proper discipline, which he 
doubted not would cure him of feis evil tiicks ; ‘ for 
joLi may think what you please,’ adds he, ‘ of my 
])aiiiting, or my music, or any other little talent you 
arc pleased to credit me for ; the only art which 1 
really pitpie upan — is the art of riding.’ 


NILMBER XXXr. 


Ai.xnoUGVi the subject of Witchcraft has been treat- 
ed seriously as well as ludicrously in so full a man- 
ner, Gs to anticipate in some measure what can he 
now offered to the reader’s c\iriosi*’y, yet 1 am 
^»;‘Tnpt«id to add soinctb^rg on this topif, which 1 
shall endravour to put together ii. such shape and 
methoil, as may perhaps throw fresh. light upon a 
ftibject that ignorance and superstition have in all 
past i\ges of the world conspired tp keep in darkness 
and obscurity. 

T he reader will recollect sp much said of sor- 
cerer!?. and daemons both in the old and new parts of 
the saerfid writings, that I need not now recapitulate 
tile instances, but take them as they occur in course 
of my discussion. 

I’heologians, who have treated the subject seii- 
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ously and logically, have defined magic to be ‘ An 
art or faculty, which by evil comi)act with daemons, 
performs certain things wonderful in appearance, 
and above the ordinary comprehension of mankind.’ 
— According to this definition wc arc to look for 
the origin of this art, to the author of all evil, the 
devil : Heathen writers have ascribed the invention of 
magic to Mercury: Some of thecar^y Christies, who 
have wrote on the subject, speak of Zabuhfs as the 
first magician, but this is only another name for the 
'devil, and is so usM*by St. Cyprian : Some give the 
invention to Barnabas, a magician of C’yprus, but 
who this Barnabas was, and in what time he lived, 
• they have not shewn : though they have taken jiains 
to prove he was not St. Barnabas, the coadjutor of 
the apostle Pa^l : Some of the •Spanish writers 
maintain that magic was struck out in Arabia, and 
that a certain ancient volume of great antiquity was 
• brought from thence t)y the Moors into Sjiain, full 
of»speUs and incantations, and by them and the .Jews 
bequeathed to their posterity, who perforrne.i many 
wonderful things by its aid, till it was finally disco- 
vered and burned by trie Inquisition. 

, These are soi'^e amongst many of the accc^nrit.-?, 
.which pjousTwen in times of superstition have offci- 
eft to the *vorld ; the c^ft%Liers of the art tin tfi J 
contrary derive it? doctrines from the angel, who ac- 
companied 'J'obit, and revealed them to him on the 
way, ayd they contend that these doctrines are jirc- 
served in certain lyioks written by Honorius, Albcr- 
tus Magnus, Cyprian, Paul, Enoch and othe^^. 
Tostatus thinks thaJ: Jezebel, wh^ inchunted A hah 
with charips and filtres, was the first who practised 
sorcery ; that from her time the Samaritan^^ were so 
addicted to sorcery, that a Samaritan and a sor- 
cerer became one and the same term 4 which opi- 
nion he is confirmed in by that passage in scripture. 
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where the Pharisees accuse Christ of being a Sama- 
ritan, and having a devil ; a charge, says he, implied 
in the very first position of his being a Samaritan : 
He admits jointly with St, Austin, that Pythonissa, 
or the Witch of Endor, actually raised the spirit of 
Samuel, not by magic incantations, but by express 
permision of God, for the punishment of Saul’s im- 
piety, and to provoke him to immediate repentance 
by the dgnunciation of his impending fate; whilst 
other authorities iu the church of early date main- 
tain, that it was not the spirit of^ Skmucl, but a dae- 
mon that appeared in his likeness: He admits also, 
that the rods of the Egyptian sorcerers were like 
that of Moses turncd‘into serpents by the art and 
contrivance of the deviV: in like manner the said 
magicians turned die rivers into blood, and brought 
up frogs upon the land of Egypt; but though they 
kept pace with Moses in producing these plagues, 
their power, he observes, did not re.xh, as his did, 
to the subsequent extirpation of them. 

As to Simon the magician, wiioin Philip convert- 
ed ill Samaria, wonderful things arc said of him by 
the fathers of the Christian church ; this man, .lustiii 
Mart 3 :r informs us, wa^ born in tue city of Gitta in 
Samaria, travelled to Rome in thc’timcof Claudius, 
M^efcHiy lhe aid of the dcvjp'jier formed sucb» astonish- 
ing feats, as caused him to be believed and worship- 
ped as a god, the Romans erecting a statue to him 
on the banks of the 'l iber between the bridges, with 
tins inscrijition, Smoni Deo SatHo. Tlie sacred 
historians record no particulars of Simon’s sorce- 
ries ; but if the reader has curios* ty to consult ///>. a 
recoirtiUiou s Sr hi)* 0* A post, in Clem* Rom* 

he will find many strange stories of this sorcerer, viz, 
that he created a man out of the air ; that he had the 
power of being invisible ; that he could render mi**;- 
ble as penetrable as clay; animate statues; resist 
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llie force of fire : present himself with two faces like • 
Janus ; metamorphose himself into a sheep or a 
goat ; fly through the air at pleasure ; create vast- 
sums of gold in a moment and upon a wish ; take a 
scythe in his hand and mow a field of standing corn 
almost at a stroke, and bring the dead unjustly mur- 
dered, into life : lie adds, that as a famous courte- 
san nameil Selene, was looking out of a certain castle, 
and a great crowd had collected to gaze af her, iie« 
causetl her first to appear, and afterwards to fall 
down from every vtliuiow at one and the same time, 
Anastasiiis Nlccnus’s account agrees in many»^ par- 
ticulars with the above, and adds, that Simon was 
fiequently j)iecedcd by spectn s, which he said were 
the spirits of ccilain persona deceased. 1 shall make 
no further remark upon these accounts, except in 
the. way of caution to readers of a certain desciip- 
tion, to keep in mind that the scriptural history says 
only — ‘ That Simon* used sorcery and bewitched 
the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was 
some great one. ’ The evidences of holy writ are 
simple and in general terms, but the accounts of the 
fathers of the church much beyond them, and 
the superstitiort of the dark ages was so extra^^agant 
Snd unbounded, that there is no end to the tales in- 
• vented, or inserted in the*H^man legends. • 

Thougff it aji|)ears ffom tile scripluTal account 
that Simon, was converted by Philip, the arts he 
had irn()arted to his scholars did not cease in the 
world, ^ut were continued by Menander, one of his 
said scholars, and a Samaritan also, who practised 
sorceries and went to Antioch, where he deliufed 
many people; Irenaius relaicsn;haf Marcus, anothci 
of Simon’s scholars, was a very powerful jnagiciar: 
and drew many followeis ; that Anaxilaus preten?!- 
cd to cure madness by the same ait, ^turned whitt 
wine into red, and prophesied by the help of a fami- 

VOh, XI. J* T 
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liiir ; and that Carpocrates and his papils practised 
magical incantations and love-charms, and had ab- 
-‘iolute power over men’s minds, by the force of su- 
perstition, 'rhe charge of sorcery became in after 
times so strong a weapon in the hands of the cliurch 
of Rome, that they employed it against all in their 
turns, who separated themselves from the esta- 
blished communipn. When Priscilian carried the 
Jicresy 5f the Gnostics into Spain, he was twice 
brought to trial' and convicted of sorcery, which Se- 
verus Suipitius in his epistle to r\esi])hon says he 
confessed to have learned of Marcus the Egyptian 
abovementioned ; this Priscilian was a great adept 
in Zoroastrian magic^ and though a magician was 
j)romoted to the episcopacy. I'he same Severus, in 
his life of Saint Martin, relates tliat there was a young 
man in Spain, who by false miracles imposed upon 
the people to believe he was the prophet Elias, af- 
terwards he feigned himself to be (’hrist, and drew 
Kufus, though a bishop, to give credit to his bla'*- 
juiernous imposition, and to pay hiAi worship ac- 
cordingly. Paul the deacon also relates that there 
were three other Pscudo-Chnsts in France, one ot 
which was a Briton, whom Gregory of Tours calls 
Fun (probably Kvan) of whom Robert the.chrono- 
aj*d WiHiam of XeA'^^>crry record m,^ny mira- 
cles ; all these Paul tells us were htrrctics. 

In the pontificate of Innocent VI. there was one 
Gonsalvo a Spaniard in the diocese of Concha, who 
wrote a book, which he intitlcd with a 

daemon visibly standing at his elbow, and dictating 
to him as he copied it from his. mouth ; in which 
book he announced hin.self to be ('hrist, the im- 
mortal Saviour of the world ; this man was put to 
death as a heretic and blasphemer. Sergius, the au- 
thor of the Armenian heresy, was charged with 
keeping a daemon in the shape of a dog constantly 
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attending upon him; and Berengarlus, chief of the, 
Sacramentarian heresy, was in like manner accus- 
ed of being a magician: Many more instancfifc 
might be adduced, but Tertullian takes a shorter 
course, and fairly pronounces that all heretics were 
magicians, or had commerce with magicians. 

The Infidels escaped no better from this charge 
than the Heretics : for the Moors who brought ma- 
ny arts and inventions into Spain, oi whiefi the na^ 
tives were in utter ignorance, universally fell under 
the same accusatlrn, and Martin Delrius the Jesuit, 
who taught theology in Salamanca at the close ot 
the sixteenth century, says he was shewn the place 
where a great cave had been shopped up in that city 
by order of Queen Isabella, which thejVloors had 
used for the pup>oscs of necromancy ; that the Hus- 
sites in Bohemia, and the followers of the aich-he- 
retie Luther in Germany, conlbunded men’s senses 
by the power of magfe and the assistance of the de- 
v*l, tg whom they had devoted themselves ; that 
some of them' voluntarily recanted and confessed 
their evil practi( es, and others being seized and ex- 
amined at the tribunal of Treves, made like public 
^confession, ut'which time, he adds—* That terrible 
^ and 'J'artarean prop of l^uthcranism, Albert ot Bran- 
i#eburgh,^iimself a iiotdVigus magician, wags in 
act of laying w^fete that very country viT’th fire and 
sword’ — Ttitrmn illud et tartarcum hviheraniami fuU 
enmi\ ipsc (fiioqve nomine famosuSy Albert us 

UrandeburgienSy p<^ovhic'*am iltam jiamwA ferroi[tiv pru* 
dabmtdus ras/uOaf. — He adds, that wherever the he- 
resy of Calvin wei4j whether to ^glaiid, France or 
Holland, the black and diabolic arts of necro^mancy 
kept pace with it. That the daemons take tjjieir abode 
in heretics as naturally as they did in heathen idols, *or 
in the herd of swine, when commanded ; nay, Hic- 
fbjjyrnus declares that they got into worse quarters 
• T 2 
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.by the exchange; Cassian, (Cof'a^. 7. cap, an 
ancient vvi iter of great gravity, affirms that he had 
JvanseU interrogated a da:mon, who confessed to him 
that he had inspired Arius and Kunoraius with the 
first ideas of their sacrilegious tenets : That it is de- 
monstrable by reason, that all heretics must in the 
end be either atheists or sorcerers ; because heresy 
can only proceed from the passion of pride and seii- 
,sufficien!!:y, which lead to atheism ; or from curio- 
sity and love of novelty, which incline the mind to 
the study of magical arts : 'I'hat s Jicery follows he- 
rCvSy, as the plague follows famine; for heresy is no- 
thing else but a famine, as described by the ])rophct 
Amos, chap. viii. rse 11. ‘ Not a famine of 

bread, nor a thirst of water, but of hearing the word 
of the Lord.’ — Moreover heresy is a, Inirlot, as Isaiah 
expresseth himself — ‘ How is the faithful city be- 
come a harlot And us harlots, when past their 
beauty, take up the trade of procuresses, so djemons, 
(as these good catholics inform us) turn old and ob- 
durate heretics into sorcerers : Father Maldonalus 
sees the heretics again iii the ninth chapter of the 
Apocalypse come out of the smoke inform of lo- 
custs upon the earth, and as Joel the prophet writes; 
iri the fourtli verse of his first chapter — ^ Thfit which 
— paUncr-worm hath ,JcH. h.ath the loQust eaterr; 
and that vffiich the locust hath left, hath the can- 
ker-worm eaten ; and that which the canker-worm 
hath left, hath the caterpillar eaten.’ — So in these 
gradations of vermin may be seen the stages of he- 
resy, for what the heretics have left, the sorcerers 
by the devil’s aid have destroyed ; and what the sor- 
cerers ^ave left, the atheists have destroyed. 

Having stated the charge, which my heretical 
readers will perceive is pretty general against them, 
I shall proceed to some facts in proof. One of the 
most stubborn amongst these is the case of an hcrit- 
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fical woman in tlic townofPaderborn, who brought ^ 
forth a male infant in a parson’s gown and beaver — 
puUiaUnN et ptltahtm 7nodo tcclcsia.sticorvm — who lroni_ 
ins natural antipatliy to papists always reviled them 
wliertivcr he met them; this Father Delrins assures 
us was a fact of general notoriety, and a just judg-* 
rnent fiom God on the heresy of the mother. Ni- 
dcrlus, in the chapter upon witches in Formicario^ 
says that an heretical young witch'at Cologfi, by the^ 
help of a diemon, took a handkerchief, and, in pre- 
scnce of a great company of noble spectators, tore it 
into pieces, and immediately afterwards produced 
it wliole and entire ; this wicked jade then took up 
I a glass, threw it against the jvall, broke it into a 
thousand fragments, and instantly shewed it to the 
company as whole as at first: N^deriuf concludes, 
with just indigfiation against such diabolical prac- 
tices, that this girl was well handled by the Fathers 
of the Inquisition, vs^crc her tricks could stand her 
iq no stead ; which indeed is not to be wondered at, 
as the* devil hiwiself would not chusc to venture be- 
foie that tribunal. Bodinus, in his treatise upon 
dicmohs, relates that^ conjurer named Triscalinus, 
jierformed some tri-'ks before Charles the ninth of 
•1* ranee, ^ and* by the black art contrived to draw into 
• tjis hand several rings fr#m the fingers of a gourtiCr^ 
who stoo^l at a^istanA from him, and that every 
body saw these rings fly through the air to the con- 
jurer, whereupon the whole company rising up 
againsf him for the perlbrraance of such diabolical 
leats ( qiu'C nvc arte^ live actu hxnnmiQ^ wx naiurd fivrl 
pofvraiifj fell uj>on him, and by force brought Ifiiu 
lo confess that be conspired with^he devil, which at 
first this hardened sinner was very unwilling 'to do ; 
Bodinus v. iih great candour observes, thaf this \fi«s 
indeed a blot in the fame of Charles the ninth, who in 
ski other respects was a praise-worthy monarch, 
T 3 
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f a^ias laudalo When my readers recollect the 

meritorious part that Charles the ninth acted in the 
u:!2}Assacre of Paris, he will own with me that the 
candour of Bodinus is extraordinary in producing a 
^ story so much to the discredit of a praise- worthy 
prince. 

There was one Zedekiah a Jew physician, who 
In presence of the Emperor Lodowick the pious, in 
the year 3/6, swallowed a prize-fighter on horse- 
hack, horse and all, ( luyphytmchum rr/u/tem dreoradt J 
— Nay he did more, be swallowed.a cart loaded with 
hay, horses and driver, f vur rum (fitoque omisfum finno 
runt equis el aitri^dJ—\\^ Cut off people’s heads, 
hands and feet, which he fastened on again in the 
eyes of all the court, whilst the blood was running 
from them,*’ and ‘n a moment the man so maimed 
appeared whole and unhurt; he caused the F4mi)e- 
ror to hear the sound of hounds in full chase, with 
shouts of huntsmen and many other noises in the 
air ; and in the midst of winter shewed him a garden 
in full bloom with flowers and fruits, and birds sing- 
ing in the trees; a most detestable piece of magic 
and very unworthy of an emperor to pass over with 
impunity, for he suffered the Jew doctor to escape. 
As it is always right when a man 'deals' in the mar- 
^yedous ^to quote his aul}»x)rity, I beg leaye to in 
form the snt^rcdulous reauer (if any there tie) that I 
take these facts upon the credit of the .learned Jo- 
annes Trithemius, a very serious and respectable au- 
thor. — One more case in point oegurs to me, which 
I shall state, and then release my readers from the 
conjurer’s circle, and this is the case of one Dio- 
^ dorus, vulgarly called Liodorus, a Sicilian conjurer, 
who by spells and inchantinents turned men into 
brute animals and metamorphosed almost every thing 
he laid his hands upon ; this fellow, when the inha - 
bitants of Catana would have persuaded him to lei. 
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them hang him quietly and contentedly, as a con- 
jurer and heretic ought, took counsel of the devil, 
and cowardly flew away to Byzantium by the si 
cst passage throught the air, to the great dissappoint- 
mcnfof the spectators ; being pursued by the oftlccrs 
of justice, not indeed through the air, but as justice 
5s accustomed to travel peck claudo^ he took a second 
flight, and alighting in the city of Catana was.p^rovi- 
dcntially caught by Leo the good bishop 
who throwing him into a fiery furnace, roasted this 
strange bird to the great edification of all beholders 
f sed tamkm a Isconc Caiancmi tpiscopo^ d'tvind 'oirtule 
improviso cuptm^ frequenii in ynedid urbe popuh^ infoi^ 
mcem ip;nca7n inject us ^ ignis iiicinidio consumlus est J — 
This anecdote is to be found in Thomas FazelJus, 
f fib. o. i\ 2. and again 3. decn* I ra‘U/n Sicilian 
nan J who closes his account with the following 
j)ious rcinark, naturally arising from his subject, and 
which 1 shall set down in his own words — Siedithia 
jrsiftig pnrvaluii^ ct qui sc judkibus fot'ic mums jush 
zelo moth cripin^atf e sancti viri manibus clabi non poturt, 
‘ 'J'hus/ says he, • divine justice prevailed; and he, 
who had snatched hinJsclfout of the hands of judges, 
who perhaps ^ere actuated by a zeal not so just a$ 
^ it shoiil Ibe, could not escape from this holy person.* 
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labor li 'tc 'apcris ranin< hirbasq; scqnevdif 
Sp^'iiuidiq; thuor^ Cujit\ lOinotcrcia pat' 

ObstrU'tOi^ hubacre iKoh^ Purere necvtsc 
Anjuval i* ]fpiotn luntim piclatt iiu^n ntu 
An iacitis vaiiterc minis s' Hoc juris in om 
1 m illis supi rob / An habcnt har car mum n 1 1 n>n 
Imperiosa Draw;, qui mutitlitm r, qnicqmd 
Cogitw\ ipbc poltsi*^' 

LVCi\X. hb. Vi. 491, cr.'. 


Having in my prcmling paper staged some of the 
proofs by which the orthodox thcologiciuns make 
good their charge of sorcery against Heretics, Jews 
and Mahometans, and shevm from tjjeir authorities, 
faiihiully and correctly quoted, hov^ naturally the 
devil and his agents take to all those who separate 
from the mother church of Rome ; having also briefly 
deduced the history of magic from its, origin and in- 
vention, and taken some notice of iliosc passages in 
E?ly writ, where sorccrcri^,an(l magicians are made 
mention of, J shall now piroc*. ed to a^morchiteresting 
part of my subject, in which 1 shall lay open the 
arcana of the art magic, and shew what that wicked 
and mysterious compact is, on which it depends, 
and explain the nature of those diabolical engage- 
ments, which a man must enter into before he can 
become an adept in so»’ccry. 

This compact or agreement, as grave and learned 
authors mform us, is sometimes made expressly with 
the great devil himself in person, corporally present 
before witnesses, who takes an oath of homage au-l 
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allegiance from his vassal, and then endows him * 
with the powers of magic: this was the case w ith 
a certain Arragonese nobleman, which HeisterbafflE 
in his treatise upon miracles tfells us he was a witness 
to, also of the Vidame Theophylus in the year 537 » 
as related by Sigisbcrt : sometimes it is done bjr me- 
morial or address in writing, in the manner of cer- 
tain Norman heretics, who wrot^ a petition to the 
Sybills, as chief of the necromancers : this petition* 
sets forth that, ' Whereas the parties undersigning 
had entered into ctYtairi articles and conditions, and 
by solemn engagement bound themselves faithfully 
to perform the same, they now pray in the first 
^ place the ratification of those Articles and conditions 
on the part of the Sybills; land that they would be 
pleased ir confiirmity thereunto to order and direct 
the'»r under-agents and familiars to do suit and ser- 
vice to the contracting parties agreeably to condi- 
tion; and that when they were summoned and in- 
vukccUto appear, they would be promptly forthcom- 
ing, not in their own shapes, to the annoyance and 
offenca of the contraalng parties, but sprucely and 
handsomely, ^kc personable gentlemen ; also that 
^he pelitioneis might be discharged from thcfccrc- 
^mony of compelling theni by the drawing of a cia^ 
die, or ofi confining thertitelvjss or thyr fllmiliars 
within the same? 

‘ Secondly, that the Sybills would be pleased to 
affix same seal or signature to the convention, by 
which its power und efficacy with their subservient 
familiars might be rendered more secure and per- 
manent. 

‘ 'I’hirdly, that the petitioners may be exempted 
from ail danger, which might otherwise ticcrucjto 
them, from the civil authority of magistrates or the 
ia-ijuisitorial power of the church. • 

Fourthly, that all the temporal undertakings 



214 


OBSERVER. 


N«32. 


and pursuits of the petitioners in the courts and 
councils of princes may prosper and succeed ; and 
'"Vl.at good luck may attend them in all kinds of gam- 
ing to their suitable profit and advantage, 

‘ Lastly, that their enemies of all sorts may have 
no power over them to do them hurt. 

* I'hat these conditions being granted and per- 
formed, the pctit*oncis on their part solemnly pro- 
• misc aneV vow ])crpetual fealty and allegiance to their 
sovereigns, the Sybills, as in the convention itself is 
more fully set forth ; and that they will faithiully, 
so long as they shall live, make a sacrifice and obla- 
tion of one human soul, every year, to be offered upon 
the day and hour oi file day, in which this conven- 
tion shall be ratified and confirmed by the S^billinc 
powers; provided always, that tl\c said high and 
mighty powers shall fully and bona fide perform what 
is therein stipulated and agree^l to on their parts in 
the premises.’ 

■ 71iis document is faithfully translated from b ather 
Delrius’s Latin treatise Distjuistftotmn Maginn'vm^ 
Lib, 2 , Quest. 4 : he says thatjt was publicly burned 
at Paris, together with the books ot magic it refers 
to, and he quotes the authority of Crefpclus de odi(^ 
S/i/ahtt Disn/rsv 15. for a more particular c-xcount;, 
but as' Cr 9 >pctus’s booJi not in my rq,'ich 1 erfn 
trace the siory no further. * 

In both these cases, whether the parties coiitract 
lira voeCf or proceed by petition, the conditipns are 
the same, and consist, , as we arc t dd, in an express 
renunciation of the Christian creed; the baptismal 
rites are reversed,! and, the deviU or his representa- 
tive, scratches out the cross from the forehead with 
hi^ nails, oand rc-baptizes his vassal by a name of his 
own devising; these arc indispensable conditions : 
the devil also^cxucts some rag or remnant ot 
vassal’s garment, as a badge of allegiance, and coni- 
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pels him to make the oath within a circle drawn . 
upon the ground (which being a figure without 
beginning or end is a symbol ot divinity ) ; in tljj§ 
circle the figure of a cross is to be traced out, on 
which the rnagician elect tramples and kicks with 
disdain ; he then requests the devil to strike his name 
out of the book of life, and inscribe it in the book 
of death ; he next promises to make monthly or 
quarterly sacrifices to the devil, ^hich female ma-^ 
gicians or witches perform by sucking out the oreatn 
of a new-born rnrl?. infant ; he proceeds to put some 
secret mark upon himself with the point of a needle, 
as the sign of the Beast or Antichrist, in which mark 
there is great potency, and in ^me cases, according 
to Ircnseus, it appears that the devil insists upon 
cauterizing his disciples in the u^rper mCmbrane of 
the right ear; m others, according to Tertullian, 
in the forehead ; this being done the magician elect 
vows eternal enmity Against Eucharist, the Blessed 
Virgin, the SainSs, the Holy Relics and Images, ami 
forswears confession for ever; upon which the devil 
ratifies his part of the compact, and the magic cere- 
mony is complete. * 

On these conditions the devil seldom, if^cver, 
fhkes a t^Ftifiefom** fo*" ^arof deterring his votaries, 
^jgd of^ntimes appears i® beauty and^ilh i 

very winnRig adless, aJ he did to rhcodorc Mail- 
lot, deputy-governor of Lorraine, visiting him in 
the shape of a very pretty girl, (lepiddet liltertUtfor- 
vtd pvcit<2 ) and promising him a certain great, lady 
in marriage, with whom Maillot was distractedly in 

love; the conditions stipulated by the devil on tMs 

visit were of a piece with the lovely*form he assumed, 
for they consisted in injunctions only to perform all 
the Christian and moral duties, to observe hR meagse 
d’vys, to say his masses, and be regular in his c6n- 
feseions: these unexpected stipulations threw Mail- 
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lot into so deep a melancholy, that Lis dumfstic 
chaplain, observing it, extorted from him a conlls- 
sion of all that had passed, aiivl piously dissuaded 
^hnn fiom any further interviews of that sort: Rc- 
migius, who relates the story in his Daimonalatria, 
gravely observes, the judgment of heaven soon over- 
took him in a very extraordinary manner, for his 
horse fell down upon smooth ground, and Maillot 
broke his neck by'the tall. 

As to the magic powers, which the devil imj>arts 
in return for these concessions cf *-ifj votaries, theo- 
logiciuns have ditferent opinions,' some giving more 
and some less credit to the miracle ; but the general 
opinion amongst them is, that they are pei formed 
by the devil and his daemons by the celerity of art 
and motion, with which one thing is substituted for 
another, but that there is no new creation in the case. 
They do not doubt but that there are certain figures, 
names, and characters, which -Lave a magical j)oweJ', 
as the nine cauldrons, the names of t^e four prineij)^'! 
hinges of the world, the threc-times-rseven characters 
of Mahometan device, and many others; that there 
are rings and seals, which are amulets and dhanns, 
inscribed with the names of Raphael Salomon, Z:i- 
chari&h, Elizeus, Constantine, the Maccabees anu 
urthers; that certain signs in the Zodiac engraved 
upon j^ems, have good ""or evil pfopertiA; for in- 
stance, Aries, JLeo and Sagittarius make a man be- 
loved; Virgo, Taurus and Capricornus make him 
religious; Gemini, Libra and Aquarius produce 
friendship ; whilst Cancer, Scorpid and Pisces create 
f&'sehood : the character of Saturn gives strength ; 
Jupiter good fortame; Mare victory; Sol riches; 
Venus prevents drowning, and Luna has- the same 
virtue wLh Venus; the figure of an ass, engraved on 
a chrysolite, imparts the gift of prophecy ; that of .a 
dragon gives riches, and &at of a frog gives frieY^!^- 
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ship : it was the prevailing opinion in Flanders, that , 
a man born on Eastcr-eve had the gift of curing fe- 
vers; so had the seventh son, where no daugh^;r^ 
interposed ; whereas the gift, which the kings of 
England had of touching for the evil, expired upon 
the heresy of Henry the eighth, though William 
Tooker wrote books to prove that Queen Elirabeth, 
then on the throne, inherited this virtue with the 
crown ; this doctrine of Tooker is*strcnuou|ly con-^ 
troverted by Delrius the Jesuit of Salamanca, and 
his argument is very logical and decisive : Miractda 
propria swti ecclcsia Caiholiae | sed Elhabciha cst 
erc/csiam Caihol 'fcum^ et nullf dantur qui sit extra cccleuam 
^Catholkam \ erfro EU::ahetha dantvr tniraculu. 
Q. E. D. Again, No/t passant miracu/a fieri adcon-^ 
finnatibnem faha Jidci ; sed fidcs^ guqqn prg/ftetvr Eli- 
zabethan est faha^ fides ; crpo ad nm fimmtionvm fidei^ 
quam prgfitctur Elizabethan nan possmf Jicri miraevta^ 
And who now shall dejhid our defenders of the faith ? 

It is acknowledged that sorcerers and magicians . 
cun blight the giipiin, destroy the fruits of the earth, 
and make a bad harvest, which Remigius assures us 
is done by sprinkling ca’tain dust in the air, which 
the daemon mu^es up and supplies them for^the 
pflrpose*-j^ 

• ^ 

Carm§ie lose (Jfres slef^emVetmcitin herbam; 

Dcjicinnt loisi cemihiefontis aqua: ; * 

Iticihiis cantataqtievitibas uva 

picidit, et nuUo pnnia momiU Jiuunt. 

OviDf 

* Witches can blicht our corn by ma^ic fpell, • 

And with eiichanfnients dry tl^ spAnging well. 

Make grapes and acorns fall at tlietr coiiiniaud, * 

And strip our orchards bare without a hand.' • 

^ A< 9 cnigiu^ says, the daemons do not o»ly make up 
thi^powder or dust for the witches, but arc parti- 
VOL. XU* • u 
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ciilarly incliil;;cnt to them in the article oforrounil- 
micc, with which they devour all the loots of the 
^rass and f^rain; that the gad-dy Is always within 
call, and that they have plenty of wolves at com- 
jnand to send into any fold or dock they thirj< pro- 
})cr to destroy : the learned author doubts it the 
devil iictuallv makes these wolves dr fiocoj but rather 
thinks that he hunts them nj; together, and drives 
tliecoi^lry; if 'diis sport does not succeed to his 
wish, he thinks it probable the daemons thcinsthes 
execute the mischief in the shapes of wolve'^— /, <//- 
siotUr x'iih'lur iLi moms rs'r^ qui Sjucir hfptud lalcoi piiu^ 
ptnrui fuvftinf J — lie tells us that he has brought 
many witches to confess these things, a’.id tluHigii^ 
he acknowledges the power of their spells for ])iu- 
ducing nv^iits and viands, that luivc the a}>;Hi j'iiiice 
of a sumptuous feast, which the devil furni^iKs, Mill 
he gives a bad account of his cookery, for that divine 
Providence seldom j)ermits ifce meat to be good, but 
that it had generally some bad taste or smell, mostly 
’ wants salt, and the feast is often wjitbout brvadf 
Though heretics have obstinately denied the co- 
pulation of w izards with th'^. female daemow^s called 
Succubae ; and of witches with the mules, or Incubi, 
yet'the wrhole authority of the Catholic church wifh 
**the bull of Pope Iniiocctit VIII. expressly affirms It 
for f Conimutiis^fatiK'n /tfve^sf sintMio Patru?n^ 

T/ ro/oa oh/ m cl P/fdosop/wn/m duchriuft — cl pro eddryu 
pt/ii;nat In/Ild Jrr(Cj}/l/i VJIl, Poniijd is / onlrji toalr^ 
— It is also unorthodox opinion, thas children 
may be begotten by this diabolical commerce, and 
4here is little doubt but that Luther was the son of 
an Incubus. "liiiat, witches are carried thiough the 
air by certain spells is confirmed by a .host of wit- 
, nesses, icmd the f operation Is generally performed by 
smearing the body with a ceitaiit ointment, prepared 
by the daeirftjiis; this ointment several peoplcf^uve 
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innocently made use of, particul.irly ln>pl)ands of ^ 
ladies using witchcraft, and have found themselves 
waited up clumnies and through windows at a j|»|r 
1 :(>us rate, and tiansported sontetimes an hundred 
inilcS*froni their own homes: many curious instan- 
ces might he enanuTated, bat having lelated so many 
i ioihear to tre^^^pass on in} reader’s patience any 
long»T. 

1 should he loth to have it supposed thut 1 hav^ 
sele('ted these anecdotes and quotation^- fr)r the pur- 
j)ose*mercly of ca -ting a ridicule on the superstition 
of the Catholic church ; I can truly declare 1 did not 
take up the suhjict with any such design, and hold 
the principle of religious aniifmsity in as much ab- 
hor^-nce as any man livinji^ W hen I have said this 
in own det^mee, I think it necessary \o add, that 
all the accounts 1 have turned over, which arc pretty 
voluminous, are rcjdelc Avllh the same or greater ab- 
surdities, tluin t lies? i have produced; all the rea- 
joining is nothing but a mas^ of ignorance refined 
upon by subtlAy, insjiired by superstition, and edged 
with ^ acrimony against scliisniatics and heretics, 
upon whom this tcinble engine of sorcery has been 
turned with spirit of persecution, that does po cre- 
dit to tfbc parties' who employed iu 
• The fijet is, that tlu^Clyistian church in^fie eaily 
ages soon discof ered two iinjVirtant meters of faith 
in the sacred writings, which might be made useful 
weapons in her |)ossession; 1 mean miracles and* 
sorceries; the one she reserved to herself, the other 
she bestowed upon her enemies; and though there 
is every reason tc^ conclude that both had -ceased in 
the world, she found her owTi inrcresi Avas concerned | 
in prolonging their existence : the ages that succeedeil 
to the introduction of Christianity, were soon fast 
iiito the profoundcst ignorance by ihc irruptions of 
\lie barbarous nations, and credulity naturally lol- 
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Jows ignorance : the ten*ors of magic in those dark 
times readily took hold of superstitious minds; every 
thing that the dawnings of science struck out in that 
night of reason, every thing that reviving art in- 
vented, even the little juggling tricks and dccepiions, 
that slight of hand performed to set the crowd agape, 
and support a vagrant life in idleness, were charged 
to sorcery, and tortures were employed to force out 
confessions of secret dealings and compacts with the 
devil and his agents. Those confessions were un- 
doubtedly made, and as full and^clrcumstantft'd as 
the inquisitor chose to prescribe, and being published 
with the authority of office had their influence with 
mankind and were believed; nay, it is but fair to 
suppose that the fathers and docters of the chprch 
themselves uelicve^l them, and were sincere in their 
endeavours to extirpate sorcery, thinking that they 
did God service. 

When we read of people being thrown alive into 
the flames for playing a few juggling tijeks, which 
now would not pass upon the vulgai at a country 
fair, and the devil himself brought in to father the 
perforfnance, it is shocking to Humanity and a vio- 
lence to reason; but we shall cruelhy err against ^ 
both by ascribing all these acts to pcrsccption^ when 
ignorance and credulity entitled to great a 
share oAhep. : the churcnm'en of -hose ages were 
* not exempt from the errors and darkness of the time 
they lived in, and very many of them not onlj- be- 
lieved the sorceries of the heretics, bqt swallowed the 
miracles of the saints: the genius of the Catholic 
religion in- this illuminated and liberal period is of a 
. different complexion frOm what the nature of my 
^'subject has obliged me to display; of the enlarged 
and- truly Christian principles, which now prevail 
amongst the prpfcssors of that system of faith, th.,* " 
world abounds with examples, and 1 am persuaded,^ 
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that if the tribunal of the Inquisition was put aside, 
(a tribunal so directly adverse to the religion of 
Christ) the hateful tenet of iatolcrancy would 
be done away, and a sj)int of meekness and mercy, 
more consentaneous to tljc princi[)lcs of the present 
Catholics, would universally prevail. 


NUMBER xxxrn. 


Mmuio nomim dc 

Fii’jftla 7^4rmtiu' — 


HORAT. 


■ ' f* The story slily poiuts at you.* 

pRiur is never more offensive, than when it con- 
desoends to bB civil ; whereas vanity, whenever it 
forget;s itself, naturally assumes good-hurnour. No- 
thing was ever more agreeable than Vanessa t’othei 
^ night, when i found her in a small circle o^cr hei 
^ fire-sid«, where U certain gcntlennm had taken the 
Bvhole ta|J< of talking oft jiimsclf, and left^\inessf 
nothing else to%lo, but to shew him jVt as mueV 
attention as served to make him believe she w^aj 
listening, and left her at liberty to rest her owr 
imagination in the mean-time. • 

1 found this gentleman at the close of a pathetic 
narrative he had«beeti giving of some adventure 
which he had met with in •his *t ravels, and^whicl 
he wound up with saying — ‘ 1 am afraid, ladies 
this story has made you melancholy.* If he hac 
‘^K'swd he had been nearer to tjie truth: me- 

thought V anessa once in her life forgot her usua 

* . u 3 
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. politeness, when she answered him—* Oh ! no ; 
not at air — but the w^as thinking of something else, 
an/l the story 1 should guess had been very circum- 
stantial ; so that I heartily forgave her. The talk- 
ing gentleman however was not disposed to take her 
word, but stuck to his opinion, and bad so much 
consideration for the company, as to promise them 
another story, \vhich should be altogether as di« 
j;crting the former one had been mournful. 
There was an effort in the countenance of Vanessa, 
which convinced me of her gcod-humour; she 
strove to welcome this promise with a smile ; but 
it was a smile that cost her some pains to produce, 
and if the talker had p^ossessed but one grain of in- 
tuition, he must have discovered that all such pro- 
mises cut up pcrfctrmance ; and tbat^no story will 
endure a preface. I felt at that moment all the 
auk ward embarrassment of his situation, as if it 
had been my own ; and it was a sensible relief to 
me, when Vanessa gave a little hitch to her chair, 
as if drawing nearer to the story-teller, and at the 
same time stooping forward, pjit herself into a lis- 
tening attitude. She never appeared so amiable in 
my eyes, and I began to take heart — ‘ What pains 
and trouble,’ thought I, * docs this poor mam take 
to makcd himself agrccaUJo,' when every ^struggle 
carries him further from his point ! And how little 
docs he know what an easy thing it is to those, 
'who have the secret of succeeding without ary ef- 
fort at 1 use almost the vej-y words of a 

contemporary author, and 1 am obliged to him for 
them. ^ « 

fij As for the story,' which now followed, .there is 
no occasion to repeat it ; if it had made its entrance 
without a herald ; if it had grown out of the con- 
versation naturajjy, and not been grafted in against 
nature ; and if it had been less prolix, or told with 
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more point, the story had not been amiss ; it was • 
a good one in its own country, hut it was lamed 
in its journey, and Vanessa did not seem exactl}*i.*o 
know when it was finished, until the relater made 
a seeftnd apostrophe, hoping he had now repaired 
all ibrmer uainages, and reinstated the ladies in 
their usual good spirits. Vanessa now tound it 
necessary to say something, an^ well knowings 
without doubt, that people like to be treated as ifii 
they had scnsiliility, although they have none, she 
passtfd a few compliments upon tlie story very 
neatly turned ; when an elderly gentleman (who^ 
as 1 afterwards found out, was father to the talking 
^ gentleman) observed to him, t^at as he had made us 
grav^ and made ns merry^ nothing now remained 
but to make wise.— ‘ And who so lit for that 

purjx^sc,’ added he, * as the lady of the house her- 
belf ?’ V anessa very agtly replied, that she knew but 
one way to impose that belief on the company, and 
that \yas by keeping silence. — * And what is so 
edifying,’ resufticd he, ‘ as to keep silence } What 
is so gyod a lesson of ^wisdom, as to sec one, who 
can talk so well, forbear to do it, until other 
tongues have fun their course ? *— 1 stole a glance 
^at the talkatiye gentleman, and to my utter sur-i 
ptizcj he^was so far being sensible vof the 

rebuff, that he >fas actually preparing \ex another 
onset. — * What you remark upon silence,’ cried he, 

* puts ipe in mind of an admirable story.’—* That 
may well be,’ answered the old gentleman ;• * but 
give me leave first to tell you a story, that may ppt 
you in mind of silence.’ ^ 

* Jupiter and Apollo came *down from Olympus 
upon a visit to King Midas : Mercury Jjad been 
dispatched to apprise him of the guests he was fo 
-iiUrtain, and to signify to him, tlmt it was the 
plSasurc of the gods to be rctcivcd with no extra-* 
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oi\linary honours, but to be considered only as tra- 
vellers who came to pay a visit to his court, and 
tah^ a view of his capital. On the day appointed, 
dnpitcr, in the person of an elderly Athenian "cn- 
tlem m, and Apollo as his son, presented themselves 
in the "rent saloon of the palace: Midas, surrounded 
by his courtiers, and "litterin" in liis richest robes, 
received the "ods habited in this simple attire, and 
'anattend&d. Thp injunctions of Mercury were neg- 
lected, for the feast was the most sumptuous that 
art aiid luxury could devise ; iv.m the gods were 
dis"iivtc(l with the vanity of their host, and the 
profusion of his entertainment. When Midas had 
thus contrived to disjMay the wealth and splendour 
of his court to his celestial guests, his next sjtiidy 
was to imjiress tltem with an opinion of his talents 
and accomplishments; he discoursed to Jupiter, 
without ceasing, upon his maxims and rules of 
government ; he treated him with innumerable anec- 
dotes and events, calculated to set olf’ his own. wis- 
dom, consefjuence, and good jiolicy, and of every 
talc he made himself the hero, 'rhe courtiecs kept 
silence through fear, the deities through contemjit ; 
no voice was heard but the voice of Midas. He 
bad not the sense to discern the impropriety of his 
being a.i incessant talker,' yrhen he ought only tu 
have been d respectful hearer ; anif so consummate 
was his vanity, that having possessed Juj)iter with 
impressions, as he foolishly imagined, of his wisdom 
and scfience, he flattered himself n^^thing was want- 
ing but to recommend himself to Apollo by a sj)c- 
cimen of his accorriplishmcnts in. music and poetry. 
A band of minstrels were summoned, who per- 
formed a, kind of prelude on their harps by way of 
flourish before the master-artist began, when Midas 
starting from his seat as if with sudden inspiration, . 
seized his lyre and struck up a strain, which Re 
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accompanied with his voice, whilst his self-conceit , 
inspiied him to believe he could rival Apollo him- 
self in harmony, and even provoke him to envy.^ 

‘ As soon as Midas laid down his lyre, the gods 
rose wp to depart ; when instead of those applauses 
which he looked for, and expected as a tribute due 
to his art even from the immortals themselves, Ju- 
piter, turning towards him with a frown, wluch 
brought into his countenance the^inherent^inajesty^ 
of the thundcrer, thus accosted him — * Had you 
. entei^iiincd us, O I\(lidas, in the manner 1 prescribed, 
and met the condescension of the gods with the 
modesty that becomes a mortal, we had left a blcs- 
• sing with our host, instead ofia reproof : but when 
you affected to dazzle me, who am myself the dis- 
j)ensA of all mortal attainments, with tltc vain dis- 
play of your wealth and wisdom ; and when you 
rashly assailed the cars of Apollo himself, who pre- 
sides over music and* poetry, with the barbarous 
•jingle of your lyre, and the hoarse untuncablc dis- 
sonai^ce of your voice, you foolishly forgot both 
yourself and us ; and by talking and singing with- 
out int^'mission, wheH you should rather have* lis- 
tened to us wkh attention, you reverse the appli- 
cation of^thoSc faculties 1 have bestowed upon you,^ 
^gt considering that whcn*l gave to man two prgans 
of hearing and only ori^ of s{5eech, i rt^^rked out 
the use he was to make of those dispensations : to 
remind you therefore of my design, and your duty, 

I shall currad yc^ur^ tongue, and lengthen your ears/ 
—“Jupiter ceased speaking; and whilst the deities 
ascended to Olympus, the ears ot the monarclk 
sprouted u]) into the ears of ait as// , 

1 he moral of the fable, and the personal appli- 
cation of it, were too obvious to be mistaken b^ 
the conipan}^. Vanessa’s scnsil^ility suffered 
' visibly on the occasion ; but •she soon broke tlic 
f 
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painful silence, and addressing herself to the old 
genileman — ‘ 1 am obliged to you for yonr fable/ 
says she, ‘ and shall edily by the moral; but still 1 
cannot help the weakness of a woman, and iriist 
needs feel a compassion for j)oor Midas, v/liose 
trespass, being of a good-biunoured sort, dese. ved 
more mercy than it met with — 1 confess the art of 
being agreeable, frequently miscarries through the 
,;ambitio% which ' accompanies it. Wit, learning, 
wisdom — what can more etfectually conduce to the 
profit and delight of society ? ' V'^t 1 am soasible 
that a man may be too invariably wise, learned, or 
witty, to be agreeable : and I take the reason of 
th.s to be, that pleasure cannot be bestowed by the 
simjile and unmixed exertion of any one luculty or 
accomplishment < if every word a man speaks* i.; to 
be wit or wisdom, if he is never to relax either in 
look or utterance from his superiority of character, 
society cannot endure it : th*c happy gilt of being 
agreeable seems to consist not in oite, but in an as- 
semblage of talents tending to comnnanicLite ileljght ; 
and how many are there, who by easy manners, 
swehness of temper, and a variety of other uTndefin- 
able qualities, possess the power of pjeasing without 
any visible effort, without the aids of wit, wisdom} 
‘or lea^^ning, nay, as it^sbould scem,'m tneir dejj-‘ 
ance ; an{f this without a*ppearicrg cve^ to know 
that they possess it? Whilst another, by labouring 
to entertain us too well, entertains us as poor Midas 
did his visitors.' 

When Vanessa had done speaking, the hour re- 
ifiinded me that 1 ought to take,, my leave, which 1 
did with regret, *rej)v:atmg to myself as 1 walked 
homewards — T/iis lady should ncvcr k sern in a an(i\ 
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• A \ inj^cnio'i.^ who .some years a^o published 

n \oli\i\ic under the title of ‘ jNIitxiins, Characters, 
liiul Rctlections,’ has the iollowincr remark: — * You 
uoi’hl know how a mati /a'^s jiui^e of his un- 
deistcindo’.g, and \rt ])o<^ihiy (however ^rcat the 
jho \ cry coiiuai^ inctUod m?ght be less 
hdjjbic , the knowing how lie /nars might shew it 
you much better.* As 1 had not seen this book 
when 1 ga\c my aefount of Mr. Jedediah Fish’s 
/Jca<lctiiy lor it gave me great pleasure to 

tal! in with tine sentiment of a contemporary, who 
whilst he mixes with the wtnld as a man of fashion, 
revicx^s tljo living lilanneis with the sagacity of a 
]}hilosophcr. • 1 tnuisciibed the whole article* from 
which ^he ai'.ovc* passage is extracted, and sent it 
j^lr. Fish : 71 v/ill be fow^id in the author’s^olume, 
W* lA^^l. and#s ilui.sftated by sketches 

of character; one of which, called Cleon, is a talker, 
and •Tlieocics, the other, a hearer. 

J haVc been favoured with the following answer 
from Mr. Fish. * 


vSilt, 

Y'our’s is received: I ajJl^rove of the extract, 
and like the author’s maimer well : he dca^s in id^rit? 
^yier than in w-ords ; some men t|ilk more than 
' they hear ; others write mor^ than they read: as 
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benevolence should act without display, so good 
advice should be given in few words. 

I send you the following cases, according to 
desire : 

A young man, known to his familiars bj the 
name of Jac/c Chattel'^ came under my hands : ’'the 
^mptoms of his disorder may be thus described— 
Garriilitfi^i vh' inter, mtssa cvm eavhinno tanthn fion tw?- 
{im/o, — Garrulity, attended with immoderate fits of 
laughing, is no uncommon case, when the provo- 
cation thereunto springs from jok^s*of a man’s Own ' 
making ; but there was this peculiarity in Mr. Chat- 
ter’s disease, that he would laugh where no jest was, 
or even at the jests of 'other people, rather than not 
laugh at alj. I soon perceived this to be occas^ned 
by exceedingly Weak intellects, and tan even row of 
very white teeth. As his malady would not yield 
to the ordinary prescriptions, Ji was forced to throw 
him into a regimen ot skatings for which the season , 
was then favourable ; the operation succeeded ^o my 
warmest wishes, and the patient waS effectually si- 
lenced by a happy dislocation of two of hi? fore- 
teeth from a fall on the ice. 

Mks Kitty Scandal was put into my hands by her^ 
acquaintance in a very deplorable Condition; it was 
the caceJ/tcs^d<fa??!atio?iisri^M^osu?n: the coij^mon an* 
tidotes had no effect upon her ; Phdministcred de* 
ferments out of Miss Caiter’s Epictetus and Mrs. 
Chapone’s Letters, but the dose would not stay 
upon Ber stomach ; 1 tried the V^*ha^orean pill^ but 
wfcth no. better success. As the patient had a re- 
markable swelling abput the wust, which I con- 
ceived might arise from an overflowing of the 
spleen, L called in m^ excellent friend, Dr. Ford : 
the Doctor delivered he** of her swelling, and Mfss 
Kitty Scandal lias not been known to open her 
since. 
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Tom Belfry was the nuisance of society : he ap-^ 
plied to me when he was far gone indeed ; he had’ 
been black-balled by half the clubs in town, and upit 
to Coventry by the other half. I examined his case, 
andtfound it under the following class— F oa’ 
torla, sentpiterva, cvm ccrebello vacvo, necnon avribus 
obtusis admodum ac inertibus.'^k& his organs of speech 
seemed in want of immediate modulation, I tried 
the pitch-pipe upon him repeatAlly, but^the vehe- 
mence of his complaint baffled all my efforts; T[ 
could never brng^iim down within a full octave of 
sound health. I was unwilling to proceed to extre- 
mities, till I had done all that my more regular 
practice could suggest for bis relief; but Avlien I 
foun^ none but desperate remedies could save him, 
jTifused a vein to be opened in Jiis right arm, and 
drew out fourteen ounces of blood : this was in the 
month of March last, and the wind was then in the 
cast with sleet and fain ; I immediately ordered the 
patient to take boat at Black-friars, and be rowed 
to i,^iclsea-rcaK:h and back again in an open wherry : 
the expected consequence ensued ; a total depriva- 
tion *of voice took place, and Mr. Btl/ny, being no 
longer able <o articulate, is become a very com pa- 
nionul^le man, and is now in as much request with 
I his club^ as*heretofoTe he was in disgrace with it.* 

Commlor Ckck is It yoinlg man of ejuitk parts, 
ready wit^ and strong imagination, but sorely trou- 
bled with the disease called Lingvo volvbilk cvm svr 
ipsivs* amove tiimio et This patient was 

radically cured by a strong dose of his own praises, 
which I took frqpa his mouth, and made .him sts^al- 
low grain for grain as he hsgl utflcred them : the nau'^^ 
aea^ occasioned by this dose^operated so stohgly on^ 
his constitution, as totally to eradicate %11 seeds of 
s^*lf-con sequence, and the counsellors become one of ^ 
•the modestest men, and bestJiearers in his ptofession. 

VOL. Xj.1. X 
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Cajitahi was continually talking of battles, 

‘and sieges, and campaigns, though he had never seen 
cither: he arraigned the conduct of every ciiicr- 
priiie ; and proved to demonstration, by the torcc 
of oaths, how much better it would have been ma- 
naged, had he been the commander: the sympit/ins 
were too apparent t(» be mistaken — Os s:^^andiloqut!m^ 
rotundif/fi^ vuni dt-Afra Itdlo fn<ndd. — In this state of 
his disorder he was tecommended to my care by the 
Officers oV his mess. I found the tumefaction so 
vehement, that I prescribed an opening by incision. 
I’he ca[)ralii was accordingly sent out by his com- 
manding officer upon a scouting-party, and suffered 
a surjnize, which effectually repelled the tumefac- 
tion : Mr, Su'uoircr threw up his commissio?i^.and 
has been a very sijjpnt member of thc^civil comfnu- 
nity ever since. 

1 have sent you these cases out of many, as being 
peculiar; in common cases, the general inctliod 1 
take to bring any gentleman to a patient hcaiiiig, i*^ 
to' entertain bun with his own comiKcndallons • if 
this simple medicine will not serve, 1 am foiced to 
dash it with a few drops of slander, which is the best 
ap[)easer ] know ; for many of my »j)atients will 
listen to that, when nothing else can silence, them. 
This recipe however is not,cpalatable, nor^pught it 
to be usW but with caution and di&;retion ; I keep 
it therefore *in reserve like laudanum for special oc- 
.casions. VVIien a patient is far advanced towards 
his cure, I take him with me to the gallery of the 
House of Coiinnon:i, when certain orators, whom 1 
have in rny eye, are upon their Ifgs to harangue; 
and I have always founjJ if a convalescent can hear 
C that, ht: can hear any \ jiiig. 

1 am, bir, your’s to command, 

jcucdiah fish.. 
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1 am not so partial to my corrcspondrnt, as to, 
defend him in all his proceedings, and 1 suspect, 
that, whilst he Is labouring to restore his patients to 
thejr ears, he ma}^ chance to take away their fives. 
JMcn^ who act upon system, are apt to strain it too 
far ; and as prevention is always to be preferred to 
remedy, I could wish that parents would take early 
care to instruct their childieii in the art /tear /nuf 
if it were only to guard them jf^ainsi filling int^ 
Mr, I’ish’s hands, when the malady may become 
stu^,»born. • 

1 shall suggest one hint in the way of advice to 
fathers and mothers, which, if they are pleased to 
attend to it, may perhaps sa^^e sonic future trouble 
and ^TA’rtion. 

uid wish all parents to brjlcvc, ^hat the hu- 
man (iruai.tcf begins to lix itself much earlier in 
litc, than they arc generally aware of. I'hcrc is 
something very captivating in the dawming ideas of 
our clhldien ; we are apt to flatter and caress them 
mr their early#vi\acity ; we tell theit smart sayings 
anef repartees w ith a kind of iriuinpU even in their 
presence, and the company we icll them to rfre al- 
ways polite enough to applaud and admire them. 

► By these means, wc instil our own vanity into their 
Jufant rniiul5, and push djieir genius into prematurity. 
The foi^arclnqi^s, wlficn tlfts practict^ of^our’s is 
suie to create, passes off agreeably loi a time; but, 
w^ht-n infancy ceases, it begins to annoy us, ancl 
Alibs 'or Master appear insupportably pert. 1 he 
jiarent then finds himself obliged to turn the other 
side of his countenance upon the witticisms of^his 
child ; tins is not only a paii|ful task, but probably a 
fruitless one ; for the child W this time has made its 
party, and can find its admirers elsewhere; ei-l-iy 
.^Ijligiiig visitor makes interest with^thc clever little 
fi'cature; the lunseiy, the kitchen, the stables echo 

» X 2 
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with applause ; it can chatter, or mimic, or act its 
tricks before the servants, and be sure of an audi- 
ence : the mischief is done, and the parent may snub 
to no purpose. 

Let parents therefore first correct themselves, be- 
fore they undertake that office for their childr<^n : 
education is incompatible with self-indulgence, and 
the impulse of vanity is too often mistaken for the 
impulse qf nature :* when Miss is a wit, I am apt to 
suspect that her mother is not over-wise. 


NUMBER XXXV. 


Primti*n Craitis homo mortalcs toUere cofitra 

Esc oculos ausus 

» tucRims. 

At length a mighty man of Greece began 

T' assert the natural liberty of man. t 

CREECH. « 

Theue are so many young men of fortune and 
spirit in this kingdom, who, without the troul)Ie of 
resorting to the founder of their philosophy, or giv- 
iQg themselves any concern about the ^ Aowo 

in my n^otto, have ncverjb^css fallen upon a prac- * 
tice so consentaneous to the doctrine^, whiw he laid 
down by system, that 1 much question If any of his 
' profest scholars ever did him greater credit,, since 
the time he first struck out the popular project of 
driving all religion out of the world, and introducing 
pleasure and voluptuousness in its fitead. 

Stjutre religh pedibitfiuhfecta vicissim 

Odterhur, 7105 exueqmt victoria caslo, 

* We tread • eligioii under foot, and rise 

* With self-created glory to the skies.' 
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So f;ir from meaning to oppose mj’&df to such a ’ 
host of gay and happy mortals, 1 wish to gain a 
merit with them by adding to their stock ot ]>lcu- 
sures, and suggesting sonic hints of enjoyments, 
wh en may be new to them ; a discovery which they 
well know was considered l>y the kings of Persia, 
(who practised their philosophy in very antient 
times) as a service of such importtince to all thesect, 
(vvho had even then woin out most of their okf 
pleasures) that a vtry considerable reward was of- 
terc5 to tlie investor of any new one. How the 
stock M present stands with our modern voluptuaries 
I Cannot pretend to say, l^utj suspect from ccitain 
symptoms, which have fallen under my observation, 
thiiliff is nearly run out w^th sonje amongst them ; 
to such in particular 1 flatter myself my cliscoveries 
will proi'c of value, and 1 have for their use com- 
posed the following meditation, which 1 have put 
together in the form of a soliloquy, solving it step by 
sfei 1 fts regularly as any proposition in Kuclid, anJi 
I wFll bol<l]y \au<h it to he as inuthcmatically true. 
If thei'c is any one jmsUdahim in the whole, which 
the truest voliy)tuary will not admit to be orthodox 
Kpiciirism, 1 ivilj consent to give up my systc^i for 
rionsen<?e anc^ in) self foE an impostor ; I conditioit 
only witllthe pmul of^ieafune, that wlwlst Sc reads 
he will reflect, that he will deal candidfy with the 
truth, and that he will once in his life permit a cer- 
tain faeulty called reason, which J hope he ^is pos- 
sessed of, to comti'into use upon this occasion ; a 
faculty, wdiich though he may not hitherto Infvc 
employed, is yet^ capable cd‘ su<f)|)lying him with 
more true and lasting pleasui tlian any his J)hilo- 
sophy can furnish. • • 

• 1 now recommend him to the fodnurlnn- medlia- 
t^n, which 1 have entitled-—^ 
x3 
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* THE voluptuary’s SOLILOQUY. 

^ 'i find myself in possession of an estate, which 
has devolved upon me without any pains of my 
own : I have youth and health to enjoy it, an 1 1 
am determined so to do : pleasure is my object, and 
I must therefore so contrive as to make that object 
lasting and satisfactory : if I throw the means away, 

1 can no longer compass the end ; this is self-evi- 
dent ; I perceive therefore that ? must not game ; 
for though 1 like play, 1 do not like to lose that, 
which alone can purchase every pleasure I pro- 
pose to enjr)y; ami l*,do not see that the chance 
of winning other people’s money can compensate 
for the pain 1 must suticr if I lose my own : 
dition to my fortune can only give superfluities ; the 
loss of it may take away even necessaries ; and in 
the mean time 1 have enough for every other gratifi- 
cation but the desperate one of deep play : it is re- 
solved therefore that 1 will not be a gamester : there 
is not common sense in the thought, and therefore I 
renounce it. 

‘ But if I give up gaming, I will take ray swing 
of pleasure; that 1 am determined upon. 1 must 
ffiierefore ask myself the Question, what is pleasure?^ 
Is it high living and hardMrinking ?, I havd my own 
choice to make, therefore I must take some time to 
consider it. There is nothing elegant in it I 
must confess; a glutton is but a ^rry fellow, and a 
drunkard is a beast : besides 1 am not sure con- 
stitution .can stand against it : 1 shall get the gout, 
that would be the' devd ; I shalf grow out of all" 
shape i I shall have a i^d face full of blotches, a foul 
breath, arKl be loathsome to the women : 1 cannot 
bear to think of that, for 1 doat upon the womeb^ 
and therefore adieu to^the bottle and all its concor 
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raitants ; I prefer the favours of the fair sex to the 
company of the soakers, and so there is an end to 
all drinking; 1 will be sober, only because I love 
pka;|ure. 

i But if I give up wine for women, 1 will repay 
myself for the sacrifice ; I will have the finest girls 
that money can purchase — Money, did I say r \\ hat 
a sound has that! — Am 1 to buy iJeauty wi^li monej, 
and cannot T buy love too ? lor there is no pleasuie 
cvep in beautj^without love. I find myself gravel- 
led by this unlucky question : mercenary love I That 
is nonsense ; it is fiat hypocrisy ; it is disgusting. I 
should loath the fawning caiesses of a dissembling 
f^harl^, vdiom 1 pay tor false fondness: 1 find 1 am 
again : I cannot fall in l^ve wMi a harlot ; 
she must be a modest woman ; and when that bc- 
fals me, what then? Why then, if 1 am terribly in 
love indeed, and canhot be happy without her, there 
is no other choice left me; 1 think I must even 
niarfy her I Itfay I am sure 1 must ; for if pleasure 
leads that way, pleasure is my object, and marriage 
is mf lot : I am determined therefore to marrjf, only 
because I lo>^ pleasure. * 

► * Well ! mow. that I have given up all other 

' ^mcn few* a wffe, I am rcsoib/ed to take pleasure cnou^ 
in the pBssessioii of htr ; 1 Aust be cJfijtious there- 
fore that nobody else takes the same pleasure too; 
for -otherwise JaoV have I bettered myself? 1 might 
as well have retmLicd uj>on the c o aaa^ w n. 1 should 
be a fool indeed pay such a price lor a purchase, 
and let in my neighbours for a share ; thcrctorc l*ani 
determined to keep her to nn|'self, for pleasure is inj 
only object, and this I take it is a sort of pleasure 
that does not consist in participation. • 

The next question is, how I njust contrive tc 
keej) her to myself.— Not by force ; not by lockint 

> her up ; there is no pleasure in that notion ; com- 
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pulsion is out of the case ; inclination therefore is the 
next lhin<; ; I must make it her own choice to be 
faithful : it seems then to be incumbent upon me to 
make a wise choice, to look well before I fix upon a 
wife, anti to use her well, when 1 have fixed ; 1 will 
be very kind to her, becauce I will not destroy rny 
own pleasure; and I will be very careful of the 
temptatiorts I expose her to, for the same reason. 
She shall not lead the life of your fine town ladies; 

1 have a charmin^j place in the countev ; I willp^ss 
most of my time in the country ; Uiere she will be 
safe and 1 shall be happy- 1 love pleasure, and 
therefore J will have little to do with that curst in- 
triguing town of l-ondon ; I urn determined to make 
my house in*dic coj^ntry as j)leasant as it is posslc^ :. 

* But ifJ give up the gaieties of a town life, and 
the club, and the gaming-table, and the girls, for a 
wife and the country, 1 will have the s])orts of the 
country in i>crfectiori ; I will keep the best pack of 
hounds in England, and hunt every, day in* the 
week, — But hold a moment there! what will be- 
come of my wife all the while*! am tollowing the 
hounds ? Will she follow nobody ; jvill nobody 
follow 'her? A pretty figure 1 shall make, to be 
chacing a stag and come ^^lomc with*- the horns. 
At leastM shall not rist^uf th^ experiment \ 1 shall 
not like to leave her at home, and 1 cannot take her 
•with rne, for that would spoil m]^ pleasure; and I 
hate a h 9 rsc-(lp/>;.v^oman ; 1 will ker>/»'no whipper-in 
in petticoats, 1 perceive thcrefoie I must give up 
the bounds,’ lor I am delcrmin.d nothing shall stand 
in the way of my pleasi^e. 

‘ 'Wliy then i must find out some amusements 
thai my wi-lc can partake in ; we must ride about 
the park in fine weather ; we must visit the ground^, 
and the gardens* and jjlan out imi)rovements, arul 
make plautaUous ; it will be rare employmcni tor 
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tlie poor people— that is a thought that ncTcr struck* 
me before ; methinks there must be a great deal of 
pleasure in setting the poor to work — 1 shall like a 
farm for the same reason ; and my wife will take 
jdeamre in a dairy ; she shall have the most elegant 
dafry in England; and I will build a conservatory, 
and she shall have such plants and such flowers !— 
] have a notion 1 shall take pleasure in them myself— 
and then there is a thousand things to do witHln-door?', 
it is a fine old mansion, that is the truth of it : 1 will 
give it an entire ropair ; it wants new furniture ; that 
wdll be very pleasant work for my wife : I perceive 
1 could not ail'ord to keep hounds and to do this into 
the bargain. But this will ^ive me the most plea- 
sui^^ to nothing, and then my wife yill partake 
ofit— and wertwill have music ariH books — 1 recol- 
lect that I have got an excellent library— there is ano- 
ther pleasure 1 had i\^er thought of — and then no 
doubt we shall have children, and they are very 
{)leas;;iit company, when they can talk and under- 
statul what is laid to them ; and now 1 begin to re- 
flect, J find there is ‘<^va$t many pleasures in the life 
1 hare chalked out, and what a fool should 1 be to 
throw away «!iy money at the gaming-table, or my 
health at an^ table, or my affections upon harlotsf 
•r my ti^e upon honB&S*ar\d horses,^ or eemploy 
either money, fl^alth, affections, or time, in any 
other ])leasurcs okpursuits, than these, which I now 
perceive will l< n|l^e^ solid bap pines^ in this life, 
and secure a goodlJl^cc forywWrtBy btfl'al me 
hereafter!’ 
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C 


Ptidorc ci Uhcralilate liberos 
lictuure 6altu£ cue crcdOy qiiam metu, 

TERENTb 


— Better far 

To liiiul youi children to vou hy the ties 
or gentleness and modesty than fear. 

COLMAK. 


Geminus and Gemellus were twin-sons of a country 
gentleman of fortune, whom I shall call Eiiph:)(^;ion ; 
when they were or age to begin their grammar learn- 
ing, Euphorion found himself exceedingly puzzled 
to decide upon the best mode^f education; he had 
read several treatises on the subject, which instead 
oi’ clearing up his difficulties had encreased \heir ; 
he had consulted the opinions of ijis friends and 
neighbours, and he found those so equally dividcil, 
and so much to be said on both sides, that he could 
determine upon neither; unfortunately for Eiipho- 
vion he had no paitialities of his awn^ for the good 
gentlcrrfein had had litlje oriio education hiij'isudf : th . 
ciergynian*of the parish preached up the moral ad- 
vantages of private tuition, the^^awycr, his near 
neighbour, dazzled his imaglgatic^jiij ,1th the connec- 
tions ahd k^tjw^ltwgi^wof the wofo to be gained in a 
public school, Euphttfion ij^.iceiving himself in a 
strelght between tv^o roatis, and not knowing which 
to prefer, cut the difficulty by taking both; so that 
Cieminusf was put under private tuition of the cler- 
gyman above mentioned, and Gemellus was taken 
up to town by the lawyer to be entered at Wttsf- 
jnjnstcr school. ‘ • 
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Eupliorlon having thus put the two systems fairly, 
to issue, waited the event, but every time that Ge- 
mellus came home at the breaking-up, the private 
S 3 '^stcm rose and the j)ublic sunk on the comparison 
in the father’s mind, for Gemcllus’s appearance no 
longer kept pace with his brother’s; wild and rag- 
geci as a colt, battered and bruited and dishevelled, 
he hardly seemed of the same species with the spruce 
little master in the parlour; Kuphorion waf shocked 
to find that his manners wcie no less altered than his 
peTM^n, for he l>cr<i^d with the servants in the stable, 
was for ever under the horses’ heels, and foremost 
in all games and spoils with the idle boys of the 
parish ; this was a sore otfenct in Euphovion’s eyes, 
for Ijfii^baorrcd low company, and being the first 
geffuanan of ^jis family, seemed (ktennrncd to keep 
up to the title : misfortunes multiplied upon poor 
Gemellus, and every thing conspired to put him in 
complete disgrace, for he began to cc)rru[)t his bro- 
ther, ^nd was detected in debauching him to a game 
at erjeket, froril which Geiuinus was brought home 
wiih a bruise on the shin, that made a week’s work 
for the surgeon ; and what was still worse, there was 
conviction of^he blow being given by a ball i'roiu 
•Gemellivs’s I5:u ; *11118 brought on a severe interdict* 
*tion of al^fu?tlicr fellowski^ between the b|^lliers, 
and they were effcetuafty kept apart for* the future, 

A suspicion no^ took place in the father’s mind, 
that l>emcllus^h^ niade as little progress in his 
books, as he haa^ghriff^iannei^^tii'^ this was a 
discovery he could vcnU^^uj>on in peison, he 
substituted iiife proity ioHWTtinde^rtaking. ‘Ciemd- 
lus had so many evasions ’dud^alil/ts in resource^that 
it was long before the clergyman could l^'ing the 
ca^to a hearing, and tiie rejiort was not very fS- 
(fuaable in any sense to the unlucky school-boy, 
jf Gemellus liad been seizec^ with a violent fit of 
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stneezing in the crisis of examination) to the great 
annoj^^ance of the 'vyorthy preceptor^ who was foiccd 
to h^^eak up the conference /r infecid and in some 
disorder, for amongst other damages which had ac- 
crued to his person and apparel, he presented hiiniielf 
to the wondering eyes of Kuphorion with a Huge 
black bush wig stuck full of paper darts, and as 
thickly s])iked as the back of a ])orcupine. The 
culprit vias instantly summoned and made no other 
defence, than that fhc7/ sUpt out af Jut; hand^ mid he did 
not go to do it. * Are these your W ertminster tricks, 
sirrah?* cried the angry father, and aiming a blow 
at his scull with his crutch, brought the wrong per- 
son to the ground; f6r the nimble culprit had slipt « 
out of thc^ way, and Kuphorion, being w'4j;^kand 
gouty , literally foKo wed the blow and }vas laid sprk wl- 
ing on the floor: Gemellus flew to his assistance, 
and jointly with the parson g^t him on his kgs, but 
his anger was now so enfiamed, that Gemellus was 
ordered out of the room under sentence of imrrjpdlatc* 
dismission to school ; Euphorion dedhircd he w,as so 
totaljy spoilt, that he would not be troubled 'with 
him any longer in his famaly, else he would in- 
stantly have reversed his education ; it was now too 
Jlate, (he observed to the parson, w^hilst'nc wvis dra^\ 
ing th^. paper darts frpr^vh| wig) and tl^creforc Iv;* 
should return to the place from Vhence he came, 
and order was given for passing b\pi oftlby the stage 
next morning. 

A (!|uc6tit5Tr*n*..*^-gsked abo*tre’*^V^lioliday-task, hut 
Qeminus, who had i^w cn|‘:lcd his father’s cham- 
ber, in a mild anc^pacitJlSig* ton&assured Euphorion 
thac»his brother wa5 provided in that respect, for 
that he {limself had done the task for him : this was 
pouring oil upon flame, and the idle culprit,^was 
once more called to the bar to receive a most severe, 
reprimand for his n^nness in imposing on his bro* 
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ther’s good nature^ with many dunces and block- 
heads cast in his teeth, for not being able to do his ' 
own business. Gemellus was nettled with these 


reproaches, but more than all with his brothef for 
betraying him, and, drawing the task out of his 
poc^ft, rolled it in his hand and threw it towards 
the author, saying ‘ he was a shabby fellow; and 
for his part he scorned to be obliged to any body, 
that would do a favour and then toast of it.’— Re- 


collecting himself it* a moment afterwards, He turned^ 
towards his father^ and begged his pardon for all 
oftciTces ; ‘ he fiojlfed lie was not such a blockbeaS, 
but he could do his task, if he pleased, and he would 
instantly set about it and send it down, to convince 
him, that he could do his own business without any 
botJjsJ^fhelp.* So saying, he went out of the room 
in great haste? and in less time ftuin could be ex- 

! iccted brougiit down a portion of sacred exercise in 
lexamoter verse, whi(ili the parson candidly declared 
was admirably well performed for his years, adding, 
tlfat ahhough ij was not without faults, there were 
som(* passages, that bespoke the dawning of genius 
— * 1 oliligecl to y^)u, Sir,’ said Gemellus, ‘-it is 
more than I deserve, and I beg your pardon for the 
^iin pertinence, f have been guilty of.’ — The •tears 
^started ifi bis 4 ;}es as he said this, and he depart ed^ 
ifrithoiit a»y answer froin*liiB father. 

lie had no sooner left the room than he perceived 
Geminus had follinwed him, and, being piqued with 
liis late treatrffvjrpj,’ tutr.«d round and with dis- 
dainful look saici-HM ‘brother (^1 you ^ ought 

to be ashamed of yomc^lf ;.J;?"you was at Westmi«i- 
step, there is not a^oy iri "inc^schgol would acknow- 
Icflge you -after so scandalous a behaviour.’ — ‘ 1 care 
neither for you nor your school,’ answer^ the dp- 
nj^ic youth, ‘ It is you and not 1 should be asha?ned 
of sShch reprobate manners', and 1 slfall report you 
tOL. XLI. Y 
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to my father/ — ‘ Do so/ replied Gemellus, ‘ and 
take that with you into the bargain.’ — This was 
immediately secortcled with a sounii slap on the face 
witii his open hand, which however drew the blood 
in 'a stream from his nostrils, and he ran screaming 
to Eupliorioii, who came out upon the alarm jA^ith 
all the speed he could niuster. Ciemellus stood his 
ground, and alter a severe caning was ordered to ask 
pardon of his brc<her: this he peremptorily refused 
1.0 do, ailedgmg tliat he had been punished already, 
c|Jid to be beaten and beg pardon^ too was more^thaa , 
he would su innit too. No menaces being able to 
bring this refractory spirit to sui>mission, he was 
sent ofl' to scirool pennylcss, and a letter was written 
to the master, setting forth his offence, and in strong 
terms censuring his want of discipline for nt>vr:::r)r- 
recting so stubborn a temper and k) idle a dispo- 
sition. 

When he returned to scho^J the master sent for 
him to his house, and questioned him upon the mat-^ 
fer of complaint in his father’s letter^ observing that 
the charge being for offences out of school, he d’d 
not ihink it right to call him. publicly to account; 
but as he believed him to be a boy of honour, he es:- 
pected to hear the whole truth fairly. related; tliisu 
drew forth the whole narrative, and Gemellus was* 
dismisS‘ed with a geiiiie admonition, ihat could 
hardly be Construed into a rebuke. 

When the next holidays wer^ in approach, Ge- 
mellu? receijjcd tl^ followifS^^Jettodrom his brother. 

‘ Broi hcr Gem^llu^ 

If you have duJy repented of* your behaviour to 
me, *Jind will signdy your contrition, asking pardon 
as becoires yoii for the violence you have commit- 
ted, 1 will intercede with my father, and hopt jo 
obtain his jicfmission for your coming 'home in |he 



NO 37* 


OBSERVER. 


•24^3 

ensuing holidays ; If not, you must take the con- . 
sequences and remain where you are, for on this 
condition only I am to consider myself. 

Your aflcctionate brother, 

• Geminus/ 

To this letter Gemellus returned an answer as 
follows. 

‘ Dear Brother, 

1 am sorry to find y<iU still bear in mincf a boyisfi 
quairel so long pa^t ; be assured 1 have entirely 
given your behaviour to me, but 1 cannot recollect 
any thing in mine to you, which I ought to ask 
your pardon for : whatever consequences may bclal 
me complying with your condition, 1 shall 

rcjffuin , 

Your afi'ccUoxiaLc luixLiicr, 

Gemellus.* • 


number XXXVIJ. 


Jtatiirrf tu UlipmUr cs, consiUis e^o. 

^ . itRENT. 

By nature you’re his father; I by counsel. 

• COLMAN. 

•This letter fix^vr-n^hA^faTe of Gemellus ^ resentments 
are not easily dislc»lged from* narrow minds; Eu- 
phorion had not 4)en5v-"'*i‘/n to di.stinguish between 
the characteisofhis children; lie saw no meanness 
in the sly insidious manners of his homebred fa- 
vourite, nor any spiirk.s of generous prkle in trfie 
L< 9 idy inflexibility of Gemellus; he little knew the 
l«gh principle of honour, wjjich even the youngest 
y z 
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spirits communicate to each other in the habits and 
manners of a public school. He bitterly inveighed 
against his neighbour the lawyer for persuading 
him to such a fatal system of education, and when- 
ever they met in company their conversatio*i was 
engrossed with continual arguings and reproach- 
ings ; for neither party receded from his point, and 
Geinellus’s advo^jate was as little disposed to give 
Jnm up,‘ 4 s his father was to excuse him. At last 
they came to a compromise, by which Eupliorioii 
agreed to charge his estate with an ‘annuity fot the 
education and support of Gemellus, which annuity 
during his nonage was to be received and adminis- 
tered by the said lawyer, and Gerninus left heir of 
the whole fortune, this ^loderate encumbrak.''e ex- 
cepted. 

The disinterested and proscribed offender was 
now turned over to the care ojf the lawyer, who re- 
gularly defrayed his school expences, and never failed 
to visit him at those periods, when country 
titioners usually resort to town. ' I 'he boy, ap- 
prize^ of his situation, took no further j>a^ns to 
assuage his father's resentment, but full of resources 
within himself, and possessed of an active and as- 
^piring genius, pressed forward in his business, and ' 
soon fqnnd himself at tbc l^^ad of the sc^^ool, witl* 
the reputation of being the best scholar in it. 

He had formed a close friends^»p, according to 
the custom of great schools»,with ^aVjy of his own 
age, thfe son irf - a ’»< m bleman ofiwgn distinction, in 
wliiosc family GemcUus^as ^"^reat favourite, and 
where be never failed to paKs his holidays, when the 
school adjourned. Hi§ good friend and guardian 
the lawyer saw the advantages of this early con- 
nection in their proper light, and readily coiiscni^ 
to admit his ward of the same college in the univer- 
sity, when Gemellus 2tiid his friend had compleatcd 
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tbcir school education. Here the attachment oV 
these young men became more and more solid, as 
they advanced nearer to manhoo(>, and after a course 
of academical studies, in which Gemellus stil^ im- 
proved the reputation he brought from Westmin- 
ster^ It was proposed that he should accompany his 
friend upon his travels, and a proper governor was 
engaged for that service, 'f'his proposal rather stag- 
gered Gemellus’s guardian on thctscore of exj)encc, 
and he now found it necessary for the lirit time td 
. open himself to Jiupliorion. With this intent he 
called upon himofle morning, and taking him asiefe, 
told him, he was come to confer with him on the 
subject of Gemellus — ‘ 1 a^ij sorry for it,* inter- 
posed Eupliorion. ‘ Hold, Sir,* answered the iaw- 
ycv'lntcrrupt me not if you please ; though Gemel- 
lus is my war(f, he is your son ; and if you have the 
natural feelings of a lather, you will be proud to ac- 
knowledge yourrightrin him as such’ — As he was 
sneaking these words, an awkward servant burst 
into fhe roomp and staring with flight and confu- 
sionj told his master there was a great lo*rd in a line 
equipage had actually driven up to the hall door, 
find was asking to speak with him. Euphorion s 
► surprise wasifow little less than his servant’^, and 
» not being in*the habit oj receiving visits from j)co-^ 
pie ofdisSnction^he eager !}• demanded of thdiiawycr 
who this visitor could possibly be, and casting an 
eye of embaiT^ssfhent upon his gouty foot — ‘ 1 am 
not tit to be said Rc, ‘ and cannot tell )iow to 
escape; for heavdn’s sake ! go cViTd scc^who this vi- 
sitor is, and keep him froin the sight of me, if it*bc 
2 )o.s.sible.* , • 

Euphorion had scarce done speaking, whdh the 
door was thro^t'n open, and the noble straiager, wbo 
no less a person than the father of GemcUus’s 
friend, made hi^j approach, ^nd luifing iiUroduccd 



246, 


OBSERVER. 


KO 37. 

, himself to Euphorion, and apologized for the abrupt- 
ness of his visit, proceeded to explain the occa- 
sion of it in the following words ‘ I wait upon 
Sir, with a request, in which 1 flatter myself I 
sliall be seconded b 3 ^ tliis worthy gentlemaq here 
present; you have the honour to be father to on 2 of 
the most amiable and accomplished young men I 
ever knew; it may not become me to speak so 
warmly pf my o^vn son as perhaps I might with 
truth, but I flatter myself it will be some recom- 
lApndation of him to your good opinion, whpn I 
tell y^ou that he is the friend and intimate of your 
Gemellus : they have now gone through school and 
college together, and according to my notions of 
the world such early connections, when they ^re well 
chosen, arc* amongst the cTiief advantages of a p*imlic 
education; but as I now purpose to send my son 
upon his travels, and in such a manner as I flatter 
myself will be for his beneffe and improvement, I 
hope you will pardon this intrusion, when 1 inforijn 
you that the object of it is to solici() your co*hseut 
that Gemellus may accompany him/ 

Euphorion ’s countenance, v^liilst this speedh was 
addressed to him, underwent a variety of changes; 
surprize at hearing such an unexpept^ character of 
his son was strongly express; a gleam 6fj^ seemec) 
to break out, but was soon dispelltd by suame and 
vexation at the reflection of having abandoned him; 
he attempted to speak, but confusion ghoaked him ; 
he cast a look of embarrassment imo*xi the lawyer, 
but the joy and triumph, which iiis features exhi- 
bifed, appeared to him like insul;^, and he turned 
his eyjes on the grdundiin silence and despair. No 
one emotion had escaped the observation of Gemel- 
lus’s patrdn, who, turning to the lawyer, said^e 
believed he nejd not affect to be ignorant of Qi- 
mellus’s situation, aiid«then addressing himself agaki 
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to Euphorion— •* 1 can readily understand,’ said he,. 

‘ that such a proposal as 1 have now opened to you, 
however advantageous it mighf promise to be to 
your son, would not correspond with your ideas in 
point of cxpence, nor come within the compass of 
thert limited provision, which you have thought fit 
to appoint for him ; this is a matter, of which I have 
no pretensions to speak ; you have disposed of your 
fortune between your sons in th8 proporj^ions you 
thought fit, and it must be owned a youth, who has 
hact a domest^ education, stands the most in n«ed 
of a father’s help, from the little chance there is of 
his being able to take care of himself : Gemellus has 
talents that must secure his fortune, and if iny ser- 
vice^j^^in assist him, they shall never be wanting; 
iniThe mean t^me it is very little ^br m8 to say that 
my purse will furnish their joint occasions, whilst 
they arc on their travels, and Gemellus’s little fund,’ 
which IS in honest aild friendly hands, will accumu- 
l^ite in the interim.’ 

Icngthpof this speech would have given Eii-^ 
phorion time to recollect himeelf, if the matter of it 
had rfot presented sc?me unplea.sant truths to Kis re- 
•flection, whi^h incapacitated him from malting a 
deliberj^tc rCpiy.; he made a shift however to ham^ 
^er out sonfe broken se^Ac^ces, and with as good a 
grace as^ie couW, attempted to palliafij hi? neglect 
of Gemellus by pleading his infirm state of health, and 
retirement fr«m the world — he had put him into the ' 
hands of his friend, who was present, and a»he best 
knew what answer to give to the proposal in ques- 
tion, he referred iis lordship to him and would alfi Je 
by his decision — he was glad to* hear so fdvoprable 
an account ofjliim— it was far beyond his expecta- 
tions; he hoped his lordship’s parti ality^ould flot 
be deceived in him, and he was than|jful for the kind 
CBcpressions he had thrown .out ot his future good 
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f)i]^crs rind protection. — The noble visitor now de- 
sired k live to iiit induce his son, who was waiting 
in the cnac-h, and iHipcd Gemellus inij^ht be allowed 
to p;fy his duty at the same time. This w^as a sur- 
j)ri'/-c upon Kuj)horion, which he could not pjirry, 
and the }Oung friends were immediately ushered in 
b}'' the exulting la\vyer. Gemdius commanded him- 
self with great adilie.ss ; but the father’s look, when 
he hrst discovered an elegant and manly youth in 
the blooiX of health and comeliness, wath an open 
countenance, where genius, courage, and jihilan- 
tliropy w'ere charattcrised, is not to be describvd : it 
was a mixt expression of shame, conviction, and rc- 
j^eiituncc ; nature had , her share in it ; paiental lovc 
seemed to catch a glance, as it were, by stealth ; he 
w^as silent, uiid his lijis (Quivered with the su[^^st 
emotions of his heart. Gemellus ajiproachcd and 
*madc an iiumhle obeisance; Kuphorion stretched 
forth his hand; he seized it b(*twecn his, and reve> 
rently jiressrd it to his li])s. I'heir meeting was not 
inteiriipted by a w’ord, and the silence w^as ’only 
broken by niy lord, who told Cicrnellus in a low 
voices that his father had consented to his rcf|uest, 
and he had no longer cause to apprehend a sq)arii- 
tion fhom his friend : the honest lawyer now could 
i!o /onger rejircss his ccstacjg, but running to Cienu l-^ 
lus, w'h^f intuhis ernbiacc^^witk opcn|Arms, .*^?iowcrcil 
a flood of tc\ir.s upon his neck, and received the tri- 
bute of gratitude and affection in fetijfu upon. his 
own. 

When their sjiirits w'crc a nrtl^f cotn|)osed, Gc- 
meKus requested to see his brother; a summons 
:was accoriiingly issued, *and Geminus made his en- 
trance.* The contrast which this niectjng exhibited, 
s(>oJvc in sponger terms than languagti can supply, 
the decided prelerence of a public anti liberal systt^n 
of education, to^ihe najjaw inaxinis of private and 
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domestic tuition. On Gemellus’s part all was can- 
dour, o])enness and cordiality ; he hoped all chlldisli 
ditfcrences were forgiven ; tor his share, if he called 
them to remembrance, it was only to regret, that, he 
had been so long separated from a brother, who was 
natrJrally so dear him ; for the remainder of their 
lives he persuaded hirnsell they should be twins in 
affection, hs well as in birth. On the side of Ge- 
minus there was some acting, and*soine nayjrc ; bu^ 
both were specimens of the worst sort ; hypocrisy 
planted his part bi|c awkwardly, and nature gavewa 
sorry sample of her performances. 

A f<^w words will suffice to wind up their histories, 
so far at least as they need be explained : . Euphorion 
died after this interview; Geminiis inherited 
hisitortunc, ai>^i upon his very fir^t comfng to Lon- 
don was cajoled into a disgraceful marriage with a 
cust-off* mistress, whom he became acquainted with ; 
duped by a profligate and plundered b)^ sharpers, 
mjde a miserable waste both of money and repu- 
taticwi, and in^the event became a pensjoner of his 
brother. Gemellus with great natural talents, im- 

f )rove3 by education *and experience, with an excel- 
ent nature and a laudable ambition, scconded.by a 
' very pojverful connection, soon roseto a distinguish-^ 
‘ ad situation Tn the state,*Wj>ere he yet conti^iues to 
act a conspicuoiRj part* to the honour his coun- 
try, and with nc^less reputation to himsclL 
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Tantiim rii\"io pntuii suadae malorum. ' 

LucRi rirs. 

“ 5uol\ cruclli'JS religion could peiMiadt*. 

CRErcn. 

I RTMi MBER to havc read an account in a foreign 
Gazette of a clreadtul fire, which broke out so sud- 
den 'y in a house, where a great many pcojire were 
assembled, that five hundred persons perishe^miscr- 
ably in thefiarnes : the ctimpiler of this account isub- 
joins at the foot of the above melancholy article, 
that it is with satisfaction he can assure his readers, 
all tlic above persons were dewy's. 

These poor people seem the butt, at which all 
sects and persuasions level their con ttvnipt : they arc 
sojourners and aliens in every kingdom on earth, and 
yet *cw have the hospitality *to give th< m a wel- 
come, ] do not know any good reason why these 
nnha|)py wandeicrs arc so treated, fon they do not 
'intrude upon the labourer,or manufacturer ; they do 
not buVthcr? the state #hcir poor, aird here at 
least they ’ncitlicr till tlie eaith, nor work at any 
craft, but content themselves in General to hawk 
aI)OUt a lew aeiuse nnriufaciures, and buy up a few 
cast-off clothes, which ^o man mclTninks would envy 
them th^ monopoly oD- 

It is the honour olfJour nation, that we tolerate 
them in the exercii-e of their religions for which die 
Ir?<piisiti(n would tie them to a stake and commit 
them to the flames, in some parts of the world, the 
burning of a ‘ Jew makes a festival for all good 
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Christians ; it brings vain ami plenty in scnsons of ^ 
drought and famine ; it m.ihcs utorirmcnt for tlu* sins 
of the people, and mitigates the Viuth of an aveng- 
ing Providence. Wherever they aic obliged t(? con- 
ceal their religion, they geneially overact their hy- 
pocrisy, and crowd their liouscs with saints and vir- 
gins, whilst crucitixes, chaims and relinks aie hung 
in numbeiFs round their necks. 'I’he son of Jewish 
parents is brought up in the most rigitl exercises of 
mortification and penance, and when the dcslineTl 
moment is in neaik approach, when the parent inyst 
impart the drcadtul secret of his lalth, every contriv- 
ance is put in practice to disgust and weary him 
with the laborious functions ^f their ostensible reli- 
gion ; when this prcjiaratory rigour is perceived to 
*tal#e eTT*ect, and the age of\he son is lipl for the oc- 
casion, the fattier takes him into tne inmost chciiiiber 
of his house, fastens all the doors, surveys every 
avenue with the intist mysterious attention, and 
drawing his sword with great solemnity, throws 
ffimstilfon hispknecs at his foot, and la)ing open iiis 
breast, invites him to thrust the point to his heart 
— ‘ Fs:ir know, my he cries, ‘1 am a Je\v, as 
.all my fathers were : kill me therefore on the s[!ot, 
or conform to the religion of your ancestors, for yc'ii^ 
are danined* as a catnoy|, if, knowiiiir what you 
\now, yfm neglect M^etrJy me — I’ftis, 'A 1 have 
reason to believe, is no feigned anecdote* but a true 
account of fl^scf'^ecret mcaburcs, which many Jewish 
families to this hour piftsiie continuing tbe p'.ac- 
tice of their religion and ^uring theniM lvcs .roin 
discovery, whetj* the conlequcnces woald be *80 
fatal. \ • 

.Having thu^, by way of prelude, briefly informed 
itiv readers wLit these nu^erable people tire suflt’i- 
iilg in some countries, where they are secretly ’et- 
Ijcd, 1 shall now proceed to J^y before them a ieitur 
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which I have lately received from one of that per- 
suasion, complaining of certain indignities and vexa- 
tions from the humours of our common people, 
whidi, although they are but trifles compared to 
what 1 have been describing, are nevertheless unbe* 
coming the character of so illuminated and beh^vo- 
Icnt a nation as we have the honour to belong to. 


Sir, ' 

* I AM A' man, who stick close to my business, and 
am married to a sober industrious woman, whom I 
should be glad now and then toHreat with a p’lay, 
which is the only public amusement she has ever ex- 
pressed a wish to be indulged in; but I am really 
under such difficulties, that 1 dare not carry her 
thither, and at the same time do not like to JtscQver 
my reasons for it,* as I should be sorr^^ to give her a 
, dislike to the country she is in. 

^ ou must know, Sir, ] am«ta Jew, and probably 
have that national cast of countenance, whichapeo- < 
j>le so separate and unmixt may well be 8U|)9oscJ 
to ha\c : the consequence of this is, that J nosouncr 
enter a playhouse, than I finctall eyes turned ujion 
me ; if this w ere the worst, 1 would strive to put as 
good‘'a face upon it as 1 could ; but tlii,sis sure lo !;e 
'followed up with a thoi^sand scurrilifics, wliich 1 
shouldeblush to repeat, ♦aiuiiwhich 1 cant ot think 
of subject! rig rny w-ife to bear. 

As 1 should really take great pleasure in a good 
play, if I plight be permitted to sit it'out in peace, 

I have tried every pans^if the hom.e, but the front 
bcetes, where 1 oliservcy.ucb aline of bullies in the 
back, that even ifj wjfc*e a Chrii^tian i would not 
Venture amongst them ; but I no sooner, put my 
^ / he^'id into obscure corner of the gallery, than some 
^ fellow roars out to his comrades — Swokc the / 
•^SmoAe the cuUnin^ little liiaae.I'^Tltroxv him 



OBSERVER. 


I 

•2b^ 


NO 3P. * 

says another, ham/ (u'cr ihe smoutrh /~Ouf «?/'// .V/'//- • 
iiwk^ cries a third, <nd with the powid of tt/afs /hsh — 
Bvcklcs a ml but tons ! Specfadca / bawls out a fjjurtli 
~and so on through the whole gallery, till 1 am 
forceiJ to retire out of the theatre, amongst liooriiigs 
and* hissings, with a shower of rotten apples and 
chewed oranges vollied at my head, wiitn all the 
ofi'cnce Mhave given is an humble olicr to be a 
pcaeeablc s])cctatov, jointly with them, of^hc sam^ 
common amusement. 

l#hopc 1 shttU ri>t incur your displeasure If 1 vc^i- 
turc to say this is not vej*y manly treatment in a 
great and genet ous people, wdiich 1 always took the 
Englisli to be ; I have lodged my property, which 
is not 4#n considerable, in this country, and having 
no tibiding-plvic on this earth, which T could call 
my own, 1 have made Kngland my choice, thinking 
it the safest asylum ^that a wanderer and an alien 
could fly to ; 1 hope I have not been mis taken, in 
i:yy opinion of it : it has frequently fallen in my 
Wity#to shew Arne kindnesses to your «ountrymcn 
in foreign parts, and^ some are yet living, who, if 
they would speak the truth, must confess that their 
best friend iulife is a Jew : but of these thiags I 
scorn to boast ? however. Sir, I must own it gavc^ 
ine someyrani the othgT* night to lind^mysglf very 
roughly handled%y a seafaring fellow, whom 1 re- 
membered well enough in a most piteous condition 
at Algiers, wticrc I had^he goodwill to relieve him 
and set him at lilj^rty with lyf own money ;*l hojrc 
lie did not recollect me; lipay I hope not for tjie 
honour of humaft nature, mt I am much afraid he 
did /this 1 am sure would be called ingratitude even 
in a heathen. \ ^ ^ 

h observe with much coneJern that jmur great 
writers of plays take ilclight in hai-^ging us i»ut to 
pftblic ridicule and contempt on all occasions; if 
voc. 



254 


OBSERVER. 


k»>38. 


ever they are in search of a rogue, an usurer, or a 
buffoon, they are sure to make a Jew serve the turn ; 
I verily believe the odious character of Shy lock has 
brought little less persecution upon us poor scattered 
sons of Abraham, than the Inquisition itself As 
1 am interested to know if this blood-thirsty villain 
really existed in nature, and have no means to satisfy 
my curiosity but your favour, 1 take the liberty 
humbly *to request that j"ou will tell me how the 
case truly stands, and whether we must of necessity 
awn this Shylock ; also J shoukj be glad to k/iow 
of wdiich tribe this fellow was, for if such a mon- 
ster did exist, 1 have strong suspicion he will turn 
out a Samaritan. As 1 cannot doubt but a gentle- 
man of your great learning knows all thesi^v things 
correctly, 1 shalk wait your answer with the most 
anxious imj)aticnce ; and pray be particular as to 
the tribe of Judah, for if nothing less than half my 
fortune could oust him there, I would pay it down 
to be rid of such a rascal. 

Your cv-impliance with the aboire will be, the 
greatest obligation you can confer ujion. 

Sir, 

Your most devoted i 

^ humble servant, , 

'Abraham 

P.S. I hope I shall not give offence .by adding a 
postscript, to say, that if you coulei pci ^iuad'e one 
of the gentlemen o''oiadies who^write plays (witli 
all of whom 1 conchide you have great interest), 
to give us poor Jews' a kind lift* in a * new come- 
i\y\ 1 am bold to pt'omise we should not prove 
ungrateful on a third night. ^ A. A. 

^ The comedy has been written uiul acted : Mr. Abraliam.s 
has had his wish in the matter of tlie prombe he seeuis io 
have reckoned uithout his)ii)st. 
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If 1 had really that interest with my ingenious 
contempoiarics, which Mr. Ahrahams gives me ' 
credit I’ur, 1 would not hesitate* to exert it in his 
service ; but as I am afraid this is not the c«se, I 
have taken the only method in my power ot’ being 
uscfiul to him, and have publi^hed his letter. * 

As for Shylock, who is so obnoxious to my cor- 
rcspondeiW:, 1 wish I could prove him the son of a 
Samaritan as clearly as Simon Matgus ; but 1 flatter 
myself the next best thing for his purpRse is tf> 
pro^ye him the soi>of a poet, and that I will endea- 
vour to do in my very ‘next paper, with this further 
satisfaction to Air. Abrahams, that 1 do not despair 
of taking him down a step y;i his jiedigree, which 
for a jjo'!tical one is, as it now stands, of ihc very 
liivt family in the kingdoih. 

As fm the*vulgar fun oi\s/noat’hfg a Jciy, which 
so prevails amongst us, 1 am persuaded that my« 
countrymen are mu^h too generous and good-na- 
tured to sport with the feelings of a fellow-creature, 
were ^nce fairly convinced that a Jew -is 
their fcllow-creafflre, and really has fellow-feelings 
with •their own : sutisfy them in this point*, and 
.their humanity will do the rest ; i will therefore 
hope that ncThing more is waniing in behalf bf my 
y:oru'spVuident (who sc^|ns a very worthy inan),^ 
than to •j[)ut full^wiii^ short qutjetiou# to his 
persecutors — ‘ 1:1 ath not a Jew eyes ? *halh not a 
Jew hands, ^r/Jans, dimensions, senses, atfections, . 
])assions ? Fed with tlfe saroe food, hurt ^dth the 
jsame weapons, Subject to t^c same diseases, healed 
I)}' the same meiyjs, warrae*^ and cooled l>y the s»me 
suiftnier and winter, as a CJiristian is ? If you prick 
tkem, do they not bleed ? If you tickle the*m, do 
they not lau^i ? If you pclspn them, 4o they giot 
the ?’ — rhe man who can give a serious answer to 
these questions, and yet pg^sist iif persecuting an 
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Tinofli nfllng bring, because be is a Jew, whatever 
iouiitiy he may claim, or whatever religion he may 
pioiVss, has the soul of an inquisitor, and is fit for 
nothnig else but to feed the fires of an Auto da Fe. 

\\ lien I turn iny thoughts to the past and present 
situation of this peculiar people, 1 do not sec how 
any C'liristian nation according to the sjnrit of their 
icligion can refuse admission to the .few'U, who, in 
con)[)lctipn of those very jirojdiecies on which 
Christianity icsts, me to be scattered and dissemi- 
nj]>t(d amongst all people and najions over the face 
of the earth. It seems therefore a thing as incon- 
sistent with the spirit of those prophecies for any 
one nation to attcrnpt to expel them, as it would be 
to incorporate them. <: 

The sin* and pbduracy of their forefathers 'arc 
amongst the undoubted records of our gospel, but 
1 doubt if this can be a sufficient reason, why we 
should hold them in such general odium through so 
many ages, seeing how naturally the son folic)u;s 
the taith of , the father, and how much too gencTt^i a 
thing it is amongst mankind to profess any particu- 
lar form of religion, that devolves upon them by 
inheritance, rather than by free electio.n and couvic- 
,tion of reason founded upon examination. 

J.ct me ])ut the case^o*>'a man borli a^Icw, and 
settled ^n a kingdom where the Inquisition is in 
force; can he reconcile his natural foclings to a 
conversion in favour of that church, winch- de- 
nounces everlasting t^^nnation against him, if he 
does not betray the seeVts of his parents, and im- 
peach them to the Jnj^uisition for the concealed 
religion, which he knbws they practise, though 
they do not profess ? 

jf we a?^ (Ihristians owe some respect to the Jews 
as the jieople chosen by God to be the keepers' of 
those prophetic records which announce the coming 






tory to confess, tliat the hope indulged by them 
that his coming would bring ftmporal as well as 
spiritual salvation, was general to all the nttion. 
Tiicij* ancient sages had united the military with 
the*proplietic character ; some had headed their ar- 
mies; all had gone forth with them, and even their 
women had contributed to the downfal of their 


enemies and oppressors : they Ifud been delivered 
from their Egyptian and Babylonish tbAidom 
th<; arm of Godj the yoke of Rome laid no less 
heavy on their necks ; and they regarded their 
former deliverances as types and forerunners of the 
gi eater deliverance to come,* when the Son of God 
sbouh^ descend upon earth in the plenitude of liis 
j) 0 ’\ver to rijJ them from thei^ enemies and op- 


pressors. 

in place of this glittering but delusive vision they 
beheld a meek and Ifumblcman, a teacher of peace- 
ful doctrines, who went about preaching forgiveness 
oih;injurics aftd submission to authorities. 'I’lrcy 
asked him (and the question was a proving one) 
whertier he would have them render tributi? unto 


C><csar ; he fold them, in reply, they should render 
unto (^iBsarih^ things that were Caesar’s, triSule to 
.whom tribftte was du%l mortifying reply I extin- 
giiishin^ at omte thfir lApes and tlfeir i^iibition. 
Still thcre^vvas something about him itfat convei ted 
many and staggered all ; never man s])olce as ho 
spoke, never man did what did ; he had evident 
power of working miracW; the hand of God was 
with him, and jjic operatipns of nature were ufcdcr 
hi^ controul : his power .%was*great, but was not 
great to' theif purposes, and therefore they denied 
tbjat it was derived from Gpd ; they oiiargcd Aim 
v*ith being a magician, and casting out devil- by 
<hc aid of the prince of th^devils * A likely inter- 
z 3 
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course between the representatives of light and of 
darkness ; a notable collusion between heaven and 
hell ; if lkelzebub*was to he charged with conspir- 
ing to cavSt out Beeizebubi> it was at least incumbent 
on the abettors of the charge to pro^e that any 
being, endowed with such powei, could be so«dc- 
void of intelligence. 

Conviction and lebukc only rendered them more 
furious and inveterate ; despairing at length of cm- 
jjloying his power against Kome, they resolved 
upon turning the power oi' Ronnie ^against hvai : 
they impeached him before IMate the Roman pro- 
curator : Pilate unwillingly, at their nrgent retpu- 
Sition, sentenced ium« to ignominious execution ; 
disavowing in the strongest terms Ins sharciin the 
act, and by the tigu rathe cxrnl patio, n of w^ashiiig 
his hands in jiublic view, puritying (as far as such 
a ceremony could purif) ) his tribunal from the 
guilt of spilling innocent bloou. 

Can it be a wonder with us at this hour that thp 
Jews should persist in avowing their unbelief in,*iFlie 
Messias? it they admit the evidences ot the C'hris- 
tian religion, do they not become their owhi ac- 
cusers ? And this, although it be no iicason why a 
,jnan should shut his eyes against the truth, \vill yet 
be a motive, allowing for tfi© imperfect ibn of human < 
natuie/wby'^he should not seek fonrit. 
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I sTjciil^T-Y hinted in my former j^aper that the 
Jew of A cnice would not turn out to be |Jie proj^r 
offspring of Shak'^peare, and as the researches of 
hi* commcnfeitoA haye settled this point so clearly 
again-;! the legitimacy of Shylock, 1 may leave it 
with the reader’s judgment to decide, whether he 
formed his drama immediat^y from the Preorone of 
Ffora.4Jti(f, borrowing tli^ incident of the ca&kcts 
f rom Hoccacft; or at second hanc*, as some suppose, 
from an old ballad formed upon that story. 

But ] had a farmer object in the hint I tlieii 
dropped, suggested to me by the perusal of a very 
ljuviyus old novel written by Thomas Nashc^ and 
pWlished in 1594, intitled The Unfortunalc Travel^ 
fer^ or ihe Lffe of J^ckr Wilfoiu The hero js de- 
scribed to be one of the court-pages belonging to 

• J Icnry the Eighth, and is made to play a number of 
roguish pranks* in the camp of that monarch befortf 

• J'ournaj. Tie travels* T% Munster ^n Germany, 
where he falls ifi with John of Leyden* the famous 
fanatic, and is^present at his defeat by the Impcri-^ 
alisis; here lie meets l^rd Henry Howard, Earl of 
Surry, and acc^impanies him to Venice, "passing 
through Wittenberg, where he has an interview 
widi Luther anfl Carlostadius ;^from thence he re- 
pairs to JRomq, where he relates a series of strange 
adventures, by which he is thrown into the haptls 
of a Jew named Zadock, pHysician to rope ^Ic- 
rrt^jnt VIIL and having forfeited liis life to him by 
fhelaw, the Jew gets the pefton of Jacke Wilton in 
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]imbo, with an intent to anatomize him, and whilst 
he is dieting and bleeding him for that purpose, the 
Marchioness of Mantua, the Pope’s mistn ss, spies 
him out from her balcony, and being smitten with 
his appearance, contrives to get him out of Zadock’s 
hands, by persuading his holiness to banish allihe 
%Iews from Rome and confiscate their effects, upon 
a charge she sets up against them. 

With this intelligence, Zadock is accosted by a 
brother Jew called Zachary, * who comes running 
to "him in sackcloth and ashes, presently after Jiis 
goods were confiscated, and tells him now he is 
served, and what decree is coming out against 
them all.’ 

I have made an extract of this interview bait ween 
Zadock and Zachkry, which the reader will observe 
by the date was published before Shakspeare wrote 
his Merchant of Venice, and as the critics seem 
agreed that he was conversant in other works of ^ 
Mashe, ir is highly probable that this history c>f 
Jackc IViltor. had also been in his hsttids : 1 do^ffot 
mean to infer that Shakspeare took his character of 
Shy lock from this of Nashe’s Zadock, for tfiere is 
nothhg that can warrant such an inference ; but I 
'shall submit the following; dialogue as an extraor- 
dinary ^specimen of impassioned, writing# 

which though it will not stand H)y Shakspeare’s 
scene between Sbylock and Tubal ip dramatic terse- 
ness, has nevertheless a force of expression, that 'will 
bear a comparison with that or any other passage in 
ouf old dramatic writers. 

Zachary having made his repcfit a$ above, the 
authOiT thus procekls \o the introduction o^‘ his 
chief speaker — * Descriptions stand by ! here is *to 
be expressed the fury of Lucifer, when he was 
turned over bca.veii’s bar for a wrangler: there h a 
toad-fish, which taken out of the water swells 
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more than one would think his skin could hold, and. 
bursts in his face that touches him ; so swelled 
Zadock, and was ready to burst out of his skin, 
and shoot his bowels like chain shot full in Za- 
chary’s face, for bringing him such baleful tidings; 
his«eycs glared and burned like brimstone and aqua 
vitae set on fire in an egg-shell , his very nose light- 
ened gloiA^-worins ; his teeth cracked and grated 
together like the joints of a higlf building rockii^ 
like a cradle, when as a tempest takes her full butt 
against her firo£|{lside : he swore and curst, and 
said — 

‘ 'riic^e be they that worship that crucified God 
of Nazareth ; here is the frifiis of their new-found 
gospeU suljihur and gunpowder carrj" them all 
q\iick to (k’h^Minah ! 1 w^ould sjiend my soul wil- 
lingly to have this triplchcadetl Pope, with all his 
sin-ahsolvcd whores, and oil-greased priests, born 
like a black saint on the devil’s backes in procession 
yj thj! pit of perdition. W ould i might sink pre- 
seT?^y into till earth, so 1 might blpw up this 
Home, this whore of T5:ibylon, into the air witji my 
breatfi ! If I must be%uuished, if these heathen dogs 
•will needs rnc of my goods, I will poisoa their 
springsii arnf c®nduit-hea^ds, whence they receive* 
ilieir wa^r Sll about ^tll(*g:ity. 1 wiU ’tieg all the 
young cnildren fnto my house that 1 <ian get, and 
cutting their throats, barrel them up in powdering _ 
bee/ tubs, afld so send^them to victual the Pope’s 
gallies, Ere th^ officers come to extend,* 1 will 
bestow an hundred pounds op a dole of br^d, 
which 1 will cafise to be kneaded with scorpion’s 
oilj^that may kill more tharf the*i)lague. I wMl hire 
tlfem that maljc their wafers, or sacramentary Gods, 
to. mix them after the same «ort, so in the zcaf of 
their superstitious religion shall tli^y languish and 
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,drop like carrion. If there be ever a blasphemous 
conjurer that can call the winds from the:r brazen 
caves, and make the clouds travel before their time, 
1 will give him the other hundred pounds to disturl) 
the heavens a whole week together wdth thunder 
and lightning, if it be for nothing but to sousball 
the wines in Rome, and turn them to vinegar ; as 
long as they have either oil or wine, this jdague 
feeds butjpinchingly upon them.* 

* Zadock, Zadock,* said Zachary, cutting him 
off*, ‘ thou threatenest the air, whilst wc perish Ij^ere 
on earth : it is the Countess Juliana, the Marquis of 
Mantua’s wife, and no other, that hath complottcd 
our confusion ; ask hot how, but insist on my 
words, and assist in revenge.* , 

‘ As how, as h(>w ?* said Zadock, fhrugging and 
shrubbing : * More happy than ilie patnaudis were 
1* if crushed to death with the greatest torments 
Rome’s tyrants have tried, there might be quintes- 
schced out of me one quart of precious poison. 1 
have a leg with an issue, shall I cut it oil*, and^f^pvm 
this fount of corruption extract a venom worse tl»i\u 
any serpent’s ? If thou wilt, 1 will go to a house that 
is infected, where catching the plaguq^, and having 
-got a running sore upon me, 1 will come and^ deliver 
a supplication, and breathe upon her, when J 
am peritct(\^ with more putrcfactic;i.’ 

Zadock in conclusion is taken up and executed, 
and the description of his tortures is terrible in the 
extreme ; every circumstance attending them is mi- 
nutely delineated in colours full as strong as the 
above. ♦ 

1 persuade mystif the reader will not be iclis^ 
pleased, if 1 lay before him one extract more, -in 
which he lidiculcs the affected dress and manners, of 
the travelled geptlemen of his day : if we cout<m^ 
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plate it as a painting of two hundred years standings 
i think it must be allowed to be a very curious 
sketch. • 

‘ What is there in France to be learned more than 
in h^gland, but falsehood in friendship, perfect slo- 
vcary, and to love no man but lor my pleasure ? 1 
have known some that have continued there by the 
space oi'ihalf a dozen years, and when they come 
home, they have hid a little weei’^sh lean face under 
a broad French hat, kept a teriible coil wifh the dust 
inutile sired jn ijjeir long cloaks of grey paper, and 
spoken Kiig]i.sli strangely. Nought else have they 
proKteTl b) their travel, but to distinguish the true 
Bourdeaux. grape, and knc#w a cup of neat Gas- 
cni^rn^ wine from wine of Orleans ; yea and perad- 
vvniure this ^Jso, to esteem of tl^ p — as a pimple, 
to wear a velvet patch on their face, and walk me- 
lancholy with their arms folded. * 

‘ From Spain wfiat bringeth our traveller? A 
ull-crowned hat of the fashion of an old deep 
jwpjnngcr; a^diminutive alderman’s ruff with short 
strings, like the droppings of a man’s nose ; a closc- 
bclliM doublet corning down with a peake behind 
■ as far as tljf Cfupper, and cut off Wore by the 
breast ^bont' like a partlet or ncckercher ; a widj: 
ppair of gastfoyncs, whi^ifi^mgathered would make a 
couple of wonfcn’s fiding-kirtlcs ; B\jge dangers, 
that have Jialf a cow-hide in them ; a raj)ier that is 
lineally dessenclcd from half a dozen dukes at the 
least : let his cloak be as long or as short as you 
will; if long, it is faced with Turkey grogeran ra- 
\elled ; if slioitt it hath a cape like a calf's tongue, 
anA is not so deep in his whole "length, nor sq much 
doth in’ it 1 will justify as only the standing cape of 
ad)utchman’*s cloak. I have not yet tbuched*all, 
f>r he hath in either shoe as mu^h taff’aty for his 
tyirigs, as would serve for au ancient ; which serveth 
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liim (if you wouKl have the mystery of it) of the 
own accord for a shoc-rag. If you talk with him, 
lie makes a dishclofh of his own coiuitiY in compa- 
rison of Spain ; but if you urge him particularly 
wherein it exceeds, he can give no instance, l^ut in 
Spain they have better bread than any vve btYve ; 
when (poor hungry slaves!) they may ciumhlc it 
into water well enougli, and make inison*:: with it, 
for they have not good morsel c»i‘ meat, except it 
be salt pilchers, to eat with it, all the yearlong ; 
and, which is more, they arc pooj* bc;ggars, and lie 
in foul straw ever}'' night. 

‘ Italy, the paradise of the earth, and the epicure's 
heaven, how doth it form our young master ? It 
makes him to kiss his hand like an ape, cringe his 
neck like a'starvel-ng, and play at ffn/^pass-n^passm 
when he salutes a man : from thence he 
l3rings the art of atheism, the art of cpicurizing, the 
art of whoring, the art of poisoning, the art of so- 
clomitry : the only probable good thing theyjiave 
to keep us from uUerly condemning it, is, tliaT'it 
maketh a man an exc. licnt courtier, a curious car- 
pet-knight ; which is by interpretation a fine* close 
letchcr, a glorious hypocrite : it is now^a privy note 
amongst the better sort of men, when they would 
set a sirij^ular mark or brand on a notoi^ous villain, 
to say Be hath been in Italy. ** 

I hope 1 need not observe that these descriptions 
are not here quoted for the truth they \:ontain, but 
for the curiosity of them, 'riioiuas Nasbe was the 
bitterest satirist and controversialist of the age he 
liveS in. • 
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APoAoUORUS A^I-LPItl5» 

* ,\ lifi' from caro*? and bnsiiu'sri frot*, 
qj[ all 5 ,\ls the hfo for me.* 

Ned Drowsy came into possession of a s^ood es- 
tate at a time of life, when ific humours and habits 
contracted by education, or more properly by the 
want of it, become too much a |iait oi the consti- 
tution tc be conquered luit by some extraordinary 
cflbrtor event. Neers lather had loo tender a con-' 
cern for his health and morals to admit him of a 
jjubiijL; school, and the same objections held against 
airimiversity •. not that Ned was witlu>ut his pre- 
tensions to scholarshjp, for it is w ell known tljat he 
has been sometimes found asleep upon his couch 
■with a bookyopen in his hand, which warrsmts a 
presun^itioii that he could read, tliough I have not^ 
inet any^body yet, wh^*b»^ detected irLthc act 
itself. The liloftiture of the nursery he»hela in ge- 
neral contcrnj)t^ and had no more passion for the 
feats of Giant-lglUry when he was a child, 

than he had for tjie labours of Hercules in Kis more 
adult years : 1 can witness to the detestation^ in 
which he held the popular alle^ry of tht'Pilgrmi^s 
Pn^rvss^ i\ni\ wdicn he biuf been told of the TOany 
e(fjtions that ^ook has run through, he has never 
faited to reply, that there is ifb accountifig for Ihe 
bafl taste of the vulgar : at the saim; time, 1 speak 
if to his honour, 1 have frcqticntly known him ex- 

VOL, A A 
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^ press a tender fellow-feeling for tftc Sleeping Beauh/ 
in Uu' Woody and betray more partiality, than he 
was aj)t to be guilty of, to the edifying story of the 
Horn? Dreamersy whom I verily believe he held in 
more respect than the Seven Wonders of the World* 
Rural sports were too boisterous for Ned’s spisits ; 
neither hares nor partridges could lay their deaths at 
his door, so that all his country neighl:^)ur.s gave 
him their goodnvord, and poached his manors 
•v^ithout *mcrcy : there was a canal in front of his 
house, where he would sometimes take upwith^the 
placid amusement of angling' from an alcove by the 
side of it, with a servant in attendance for the pi\r- 
j)ose of baiting his liook, or calling upon him to 
pull, if by chance he was surprized with j bite ; 
happily fof his (cpose, ‘this very rarely was the 
case, though a tradition runs in the family of his 
' having once snapped an officious perch of extraor- 
dinary size. 

‘rhere was a learned practitioner in the law, one* 
Mr. Driver, who had a house in Iris parish* *wul 
him Ned appointed manager of his estate, this 
worthy gentleman was so considerate as seldom if 
cver^to give him any trouble about Jiis accounts, 
c well lcnowing his aversion from item.^*cmcl particu- 
lars, and the little turn had to tin drudgery cf 
arithmetic afid calculations. * By ^le kintf offices of 
Mr. Driver, Ned was relieved from an infinite deal 
• of disagreeable business, and Mr? IJkiver himself 
suddenly became a man ot considerable property, 
and began to take a lead in the eftunty, Ned, to- 
gellier with his estate, had succeecled to a Chancery 
suit, .which was p€ndii>g at the death of the\late 
possessor : this suit v/as for a time carried on* so 
pif).spcroui;ly by M*". Driver, that* nothing n|orc 
seemed requisite to bring it to a favourable isiuc, 
than for Ned to make,iiis appearance in Court for 
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some purposes I am not able to explain : this was, 
an undertaking so insurmountable, that he could 
never be prevailed upon to set at)out it, and the suit 
was deserted accordingly. This suit and ttfe .cir- 
cumstance of a copper mine on his estate, which his 
agAit never could engage him to work, were the 
only things that ever disturbed his tranquillity, and 
upon tht%e topics he was rather sore, till Mr. Driver 
found it convenient to give uj) bofh points^ and Xed 
heard no more of his Chancery suit or his copper 
nikic. ' , 

These few traits of my friend’s character will 
suffice to make my readers acquainted with him 
before J relate the particulai^ of a visit 1 paid him 
about® three months ago. It was in compliance 
with the iblloAving letter, whicli 4 was lavoured with 
Iroin Mr. Driver. 

* Sir, 

• * X^esc arc to inform you that Mr. Drowsy*dc- 
siTft the f.iv3ur of your compaii)’^ at .Poppy-hall, 
whicji he has ordjrcd me to notify to you, not 
doubting but you will take it in good part, as you 
well kn^v his humour stands towards wjfiiing. 
rie bids me say that he has something of conse«» 
iquence |p cbnsult yoy of which more when 

we meet : wishiflg you health and a siifc joTirney, I 
remain in all reasonable service, 

• ‘ Ygur’s to command, 

‘ Daniel Drever.’ 

In conscqueftcc of this summons I s^et off for 
Pojipy-ljall, and arrived tRere early in the wening 
of the second day. I found my Iricnd Drowsy in 
ccftipany with my correspontlcnt the aftarney,*tbe 
re\T,rend Mr. Beetle curate of the^uirish, and tAvo 
gentlemen, strangers to inf*, who, as I understood 

' A A 2 
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IVom Mr. Driver, were Mr. Sparkle senior, an emi- 
nent auctioneer in London, and Billy Spaikle his 
son, a city beau. *My friend was in his easy chair 
turned towards the fire; the rest were sitting round 
the tabic at some distance, and engaged, as I ^oon 
discovered, in a very interesting coiiveisation upon 
beauty, which my entrance for a while put a stop to. 
This intermission howe\er lasted no loi?»ger than 
■whilst Mr. Drowfty paid his compliments to me, 
wnich he performed in few words, asking me how- 
ever if 1 came on horseback, which, having answered 
in the affirmative, he .scntentiously observed, that 
he never rode. And now the elder Mr. Sparkle re- 
sumed the conveisalion in the following manner— 
What I was going to observe to you, when this 
gentleman came in, upon the artlck\pf beauty, is 
peremptorily .ind precisely this : beauty, gentlemen, 
is in the eye, I aver it to be in the eye of the beholder 
and not in the object itself; my beauty ior instance 
is not your beauty, your’s is not mine; it depends 
upon fancy and taste, fancy and tasU: are notl^hig 
but caprice; a collection of fine women is like a 
collection of fine pictures; put them up to auction, 
and bjdders will be found for every lot.-— But all 
bidders, cries the attorney, arc not Ixvia jldc b^uyers; 

1 believe you find many ;^r* article in your pics sent*# 
back upon . the owner’s haru'is, aitd so it^ is with 
beauty; ail, that is hidden for, is bought in. — 
Here the curate interposed, ^and turning to his lay- 
brother of the pulpit, reminded hiinthat beauty was 
like a flower of the field; here to-efay, and gone to- 
morrow ; -whereas virtue was a hurdy plant ^md 
defied <he scythe of tiincf virtue was an ever-gict-n, 
aqd would bloom in the winter of lifc;^ virtue w(niid 
floifrish, when beauty* was no more. — 1 believe* it 
seldom makes aijy considerable shoot till that is Iflc 
case, cried Billy Sparkle, and followed u]) his rc- 
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partee with n laugh,, in which he was himself tho 
only performer.' — It is high tin^c now, says the at- 
torney, directing his discouise to me, to majfe you 
acquainted with the business we are upon, and how 
w^ tame to fall upon this topic of beauty. Your 
friend Mr, Drowsy docs not like the trouble of 
talking, and theretore with his leave I shall open 
the case \o you, as 1 know lie wishes to take your 
opinion ujion it — Here the attorney sjfeming ^to 
pause for his epe, Drowsy nodded his head and 
Mde him gC on? VVe arc in consultation, tejoined 
he, upon a matter of no less moment than the choice 
of a wife for the gentleman in that easy chair. — And 
if he is easy in it, demanded 1, what need he wish 
for rnore? — Alackaday !.he has no )jcir, and till 
that event t:\ftcs place, he is onl)*tenant for life sub- 
ject to cmpeachment of waste; he cannot be called 
master of his own testate; only think of that, Sir, 
1'hat was for him to do, 1 leplied; how docs^Mr, 
hiiipiclf think of it? I don’t thihk m.uch 
alfout it, answered Ned, And hovw .stands your 
mind towards matiimony? — No answ'er. — 'I'here’s 
troulile in it, added I. 'I'here is so, replied he with 
a sigh; Diiver says I want an heir. 'J'hcrc’s 
trouble in ,thfit too, quoth I ; have you any partlt 
cular l^ly in ^)ur cyerN'hat is the j/ery wc 
are now ujmn, cried Mr. Sparkle scnkir; there arc 
three lots’up fer Mr. Drowsy or his friends to chuse 
from, and 1 only \vait«his signal for knocking down 
the lot that h» likes best. J'his 1 could 'not per- 
fectly understand, in the terms of ait which^Mr. 
Sparkle made use of, andjhercjbre desired he would 
cxj)rcss*himself in plain language. My lalhclr means 
say, cries Billy, there arp three gi^s want^hus- 
l^ands, and but one man that wishes to be married. 

• Hold your tongue,* pnppjr, said? old Sparkle, and 
proceeded, Y^ou shall know, Sir, that to accorn- 
AA 3 
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inodate Mr. Drowsy in the article of a wife, and 
save him the trouble of looking out for himself, we 
sometime ago put an advertisement in the papers ; 

* J believe I have a copy of it about me : aye, here 
it is ! 

MV A N T K D 

A young, healthy, unmarried woman, of a dis^ 
erect cfiaractcr, as wife to a gentleman oi^ fortune, 
who love;' his easft and docs Jiot caie to take u])on 
hiinscll* the trouble of courtslii]) : she must be of a 
plaeid domestic turn, and not. one. that likes to 
herself talk. Any qualitied person, whom tjjis may 
suit, by applying to Mr. Sparkle, auctioneer, may 
be informed of particulars. A short trial will be 
expected. * 

‘ N.B. .Vfaids of Honour need pot aj)ply» as none 
such will be treated wdth.’ 

* I told Mr. Sparkle 1 tlioughi; his advertisement a 
very good one, and properly guarded, and I wished 
to know'tlie result of it: he said that very many^)*. 
plicants ha<l prCvSjntcd themselves, but tor wanttif 
full cr^'dentials he had dismissed ^all but three, whom 
1 will again describe, added he, not only for your 
information, but in hopes Mr. Drow'ey ’Vili give 
ifome attention to the cata,logue, which J aiir sorry 
to say lijis not }et been tb j di^'e. ^ • 

J le thci) d'-ew a paper of minutes from bis jiockct- 
book and read as lollows— 

‘ C’athcrinc ('umniing, spinster, aged fwenty-fiVc, 
lodges at* Gravesend in the house of Mr. Dutler, a 
rejjqtable slopseller of that place, can iiavc an un- 
deniable character from two gentlemen of cicdit, 
now absent, but soon expected in the next arrivljls 
Irom^ Cihina : her fortune, which she. ingenuously 
owns is not capital, is for the present invested 
certain commodities, which s-he has put into the 
hands of the gentlemen* above-mentioned, and tor 
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■wlikli she expects ^piofitabk returns on their ar- 
rival. I'liis young lady appeared with a florid 
blooming complexion, fine long ringlets dark 
hair in the fashionable dishevel, eyes uncommonly’ 
sj)aikrmg, is tall of statuie, strait and in good case. 
Si?e woie a locket (if plaited hair slung in a gold 
chain round her neck, and was remarkably neat and 
elegant %bout the feet and ancles : is impatient for 
a sjiecdy answer, as she has thoughts c4 going put 
in the next ships to India.’ 

^l^et her ! dried .Ned, I'll have nothing t» say 
to Cumming. — Fll bet a wager she is one of 

us, exclaimed the city beau, for which his father 
gave him a look of rebuk*c, and proceeded to the 
next.® . ^ 

‘ Agnes (k Crapeau, daughRjr of a French pro- 
testant cler^ tnau in tlic isle of .Jersey, a comely 
yoting woman, but^ of a pensive air and down cast 
Jook; lived as a dejicndant upon a certain, rich 
itra(k'i ’s wife, with whom her situation ’was very 
ur^deasant ; flattered herself she was well practised 
in sybmission and pbedience, should conform, to any 
humours which the advertiser might have, and 
should \!ic lilo her flic honour to accejit hei’ as his 
wife,* sl'.e w’ould do /ur jm.ulflv to please him witii 
ail hunilde duljs graiifufl*, and devotjon.’, 

Ned Drowsy now turned himself his chair, 
and with* a si^h whispered me in the year, j)nqr 
tiling! ] pTty her, l»u% she won’t do : go on to the 
last. » 

'J'he lady I am next to describe, said SparkJc, is 
c»ix' of whom r can only ^J>e<ik,by report, for as yet 
l*hiive.not set eyes on her jicrson, nor is'slicac- 
fyiaintcd with a syllable of these jirocegdings, 
represented to me as a young woman whose dcli- 
^cacy would not submit to be thc^ candidate of an 
advertisement. The account I have had of her is 
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from a friend, who, though ajman of a particular 
way of thinking, is a very honest honourable person, 
and oxe whose word will pass for thousands ; he 
called at my office one day, when this advertise- 
ment was lying on my desk, and casting his eye 
upon the paper asked me, if that silly jest was^ of 
my inventing; 1 assured him it was no jest, but a 
serious advertisement; that the party was^a man of 
j)roj^crty Lnd honour, a gentleman by birth and 
principle, and one every way qualified to rntike the 
maiVied state happy. Hath hcloit hi!^ understand*!- 
ing, said my friend, that he takes this method of 
convening all the prosti{utes about the town, or doth 
bs consult his case so much, as not to trouble him- 
self whether; his wife be a modest woman oV not? 
Humph! cried Ned, what signifies \f^hat he said ? 
go on with your story. To make short of it then, 
resumed Sparkle, my friend grew serious uj)on the 
matter, and after a short considering time addressed 
himself to me us follows: If I were satisfjed your prin^ 
cipal is a man, as you describe him, qualified H)y 
temper and disposition to make cn amiable and vii- 
uo us girl happy, I would say something to you on 
jhe subject; but as he chases to be cohccirfed, and 
as I cannot think of blindly sacrificing'my fair Charge 
to any aan, whom she d<fcs n«t knqw and •pproxc, * 
there is an Aid of the matter. And why so ? ex- 
claimed Nca with more cnergv than*l ha\l ever ob- 
served ip him; 1 should be*glad to see the gentle- 
man and lady both ; I should be glnd to see lliern. 

M this instant a sei-vant entered the room, and 
announced the arriv;^! stranger, who wished to 
speak with the elder Mr. Sparkle. 
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My fricn^ NeJ Drowsy 5s a man, who hath indeed 
ne^jlected nature’s gifts, but not al^scd tlicjn ; he is 
as void of vice, as he is of industry, his temper is 
serene, and his manners harmless and inoft'ensiye; 
he^^s avariclo^us of nothing but of his case, and cer- 
tainly "jfR>J^scsses benevolence, though too indolent 
to put It into action : he is at sparing of his teeth as 
he is 0 ^ his tongue, and whether it be that he is na- 
turally tempejate, or thal eating and tlrinking are 
too troublesome, so it is that he is very abstemious 
in both particfulars, and having received the bles- 
sings of a good con^^titution and a comely person 
•from the hand of Providence, he has not squandered 
Jfk^flent, thcRigh he has not put it outjto use. 

. Accordingly when I perceived him interested in 
the ntanner 1 have ^related upon Mr. Sparkle's dis- 
•course, a<pd l^.r,rd him give orders to bis servsyit to 
shew the 'gentleman into the room, which he did* 
a quicker* and more»sjimted tone than is usual 
with hiifl, I begtn to*think that nature^ wa^ about 
to struggle, for her privileges, and suspecting that 
this; stiangei* might perhaps have some connection’ 
with Sparkle’s invo^nita^ 1 grew impatient for his 
ap])earance. * ^ 

After a while* the servant returned, and intro- 
ducid a little swarthy old rftan ^ith short grey hair 
aird whimsically dressed; having. on a dark brown 
coit wdth a tarnished gold <?dging, bhffck figuTcd 
veket waistcoat, and Ijrccchcs of hc^irlet cloth with 
Itfng gold knee-buuds, dangling down a pair of black 
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, silk stockings, wh^ch cloathed two legs not exactly 
cast in the mould of the Belvedere Apollo. He made 
two or three low reverences as he advanced, so that 
before Mr. SparkTe could announce him by name, 

1 had set him down for an Israelite, all the world to 
nothing; but as soon as I heard the words, ^Gen- 
tleman, this is my worthy -friend Mr. Abraham 
Abrahams ! I recognized the person of ^ny corre- 
snondent, whosL humble and ingenious letter I 
tnoughtiit to publish in No. XXXVII. of this vo- 
lume, and whom I had once before, had a glimpse 
of, as he walked past my bookseller’s* door in Cmn- 
hill, and was jKjinted out to me from the shvfp. 

Mr. Abrahams, not being a person to whom na- 
ture had affixed her passport, saying, Let tjiis man 
have free Ingress^ and egress upon my authority, 
made his first approaches wdth all tliosc civil assi- 
* duities, which some people arc constrained to prac- 
tise, who must turn prejudice out of company, be- 
fore they can sit down In it. In the present case P 
flatter myself he fared somewhat better for the^vkis- 
per [ gave my friend Ned in his favour, and silence 
after a short time having taken place in such a man- 
ner ;«s seemed to indicate an expectation in the com- 
pany, that he was the person who wa.s now to break 
it, he began, not witl^t some hesitation, to de- 
liver hims^Jt in these words f c " 

Before I take the liberty of addressing the gcntlc- 
LnJai) of the house, I wish to knoU^ fr®m my friend 
Mr. Sparkle, whether he has opened any hint of 
what has passed between him aifd me relative to a 
certain advertisement; and if he has, I should next 
be glad to know,'' whether 1 have permissioii of the 
partj/ concerned to go into the business. 

es, Si/, cried Ned somewhat eagerly, Mr. Spar, 
kle has told nje all that passed, and you have not 
only my free leave, but my earnest desire to say 
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every- thing you think fit before tlesc friends. Then, . 
Sir, siiid Abrahams,*! shall tell you a plain talc 
without varying a single tittle frdm the truth. 

As 1 was coming home from my club pretfy Jatc 
in th^ evening about five months ago, in turning the 
corAer of a narrow alley, a young woman came 
hastily out of the door of a house, and, seizing hold 
of my hand, eagerly besought me for the love of 
God to follow her. 1 was startled, and knew njt 
what to, think of such a greeting; I could discern 
th^ she was voui^g and beautiful, and I was no 
venturc^in affairs of gallantry ; she seemed indeed 
to be exceedingly agitated and almost beside herself, 
but 1 knew the profligate of lhat sex can sometimes 
feign distress for very wicked purposes, and there* 
fore desired tew be excused trom going info any house 
with her ; if she would however advance a few paces 
I would hear what she had to say, and so if it waif 
, nothing but my chaiity she solicited, 1 was ready 
to relieve her : we turned the corner of the afley 
lo'^Ahcr, and* being now in one of the principal 
strectg of the city, 1 thought I might sately stop and 
hear the petition * sfie had to make. As we stood 
’together *und^r the ea\cs ot a shop, the night Jieing 
rainy, <ihe told. me that the reason she besought me* 
4o go into th% house with was in hopes the spec- 
tacle of distress, Vhicn would there pre^entlltself to 
my sight, migl^t, if there was any pity in my heart, 
call* it forth; and preva^ with me to stop a deed of' 
cruelty, which was then in execution, by saving a 
wretched objcct*from being thrust into the streets 
in 4 d 3 dng condition for a. small debt to her land- 
lord, whom no entreatief could pacify. Blessed 
God ! 1 exclaimed, can there be such human inon- 
stef s ? who is the woman ? mother, vepUed iftie, 
arftl burst into an agpny of tcar^; if I would be 
Vt'hai 1 may have appeared to you, but what 1 never 
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can be even lo sa\fe the life of my parent, I had not 
been driven to this extremity, for it is resentment, 
which actuates the brutal wretch no less than cruelty. 
Though 1 confess myself not insensible to fear, being 
as you see no athletic, 1 felt such indignation rise 
within me at these words, that 1 did not hesitate 
for another moment about accompanying this un- 
happy girl to her house, not doubting the truth of 
vjfhat shcjiad been telling me, as well from the man- 
ner ol'licr relating it, as from my observation of her 
co«ntenance, which the light of the^-lamp uiiJer 
which we were standing, discovered to be p^a most 
affecting, modest, and even dignified character — 

Sir, I honour you for your benevolence, cried 
Ned ; pray j proceed with .your story. 

She led me up ttvo pair of stairs into aback apart- 
ment, where a woman was in beej, pleading foi 
'mercy to a surly-looking fellow, who was calling 
out to her to get up and be gone out of his house. 
1 have found a fellovv-crcalurc, said n\v conduGtjrcsi , 
whose pity will redeem us from the clutches of 
one, who has none; be comforted, my dear mother, 
for this gentleman has some Christian charity in his 
heail*; 1 don’t know what charity may be in his 
heart, cried the fellow, but he has'so little of the 
Christen in fiis countenshefe,. that Til Del*?n to one 
he is a Jevv^ Be that as it may, said I, a Jew may 
have- feeling, and therefore say whatethese pooigwo- 
men arc indebted to you, and 1 will pay down the 
money,' if rny pocket can reach it^ if not, 1 believe 
my name, though it be a Jew’s name, will be good 
for the Slim, let it be what it will. May God rc« 
warcl'you, cried the mother, our debt is not great 
th(;ugh it is more than we have present inean^*: t( 
pay; we owe but six and twenty shillings to pui 
hardened credit6r ; 1 believe i am fight, Constantin 
(turning to her daughter) but you know what it i 
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correctly. Thiit is the amount of it, replied the* 
lovely Constantia, tor such she now appeared to 
me, as she was in the act of supporting her jjiother 
on the bolster with her arm under her neck. Take 
3 ’oar^inoncy, man, cjuoth J, receive what is your 
ovvA, and let these helpless creatures lodge in peace 
one night bcncuth your roof; to-morrow 1 will re- 
move tliein, if this infirm woman shall be able to 
endure it, J hope my house is rfly ovYn,#answergd 
the savage, and I don^t desire to be troubled with 
thepn one nij^^it loigcr,. no, nor even one hour. • 

IS ll^s possible? exclaimed Xcd ; arc there such 
distresses in the wiirld r what then have I been doing 
all this while r Inn ing so s.dd, he sjirung nimbly out 
ol’his<#isy chair, tiiok a h'lsty stride oj* two across 
the room, rulfchjiig his forehead aphe walked, threw 
himself into an empty clniir, which stood next to^ 
that in which Air '^brahams was sitting, and beg- 
ged him once moie to proceed with his narrative^ 

^ With the help of iny apothecary, who lived .in 
tli^ ^ery liouse*, at the door of which I ha^l conversed 
witli ^Constant a, removed the in\alid and her 
daughter that very evening in a hackney coach to 
Iny owm Tiou(je, which was not far distant ; aad by 
the saidie medical assistance and my wife’s care, 
who is ex^'clltmt had the s^itisfa^ilon to 

see the poor woifian regain her health and strength 
very speedily, igr in fact her weakness had been, 
more the eli^rt of miserly and want of diet, than any 
real disease ; as fyr C'onstantia, her looks kept pace 
with her mother’s recovery, and 1 must say wltiv>ut 
flatter)', she is ^together the tidiest creature I ever 
looked upon. * • 

•^rhe mother, of Constantia js still a verj' coiT\ely 
weffnan, and not above forty years old ; s^ic has a fa- 
ther living, wh<> is a man of great opulence, but he 
has conceived such irreconciftable displeasure at her 

*• VOL. xy, B B 
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marrying, that he has never since that event taken 
the least notice either of her cr of hiS grandchild. 
Then he is an unnatural monster, cried Ned, and 
will be sent to the devil for his barbarity. 

Mr. Abrahams proceeded as follows : She is the 
widow of a Captain Goodison, of whose unhappy 
story I have at different times collected only a ifew 
particulars, but from these 1 can understand that 
she went with .^hiin to America, and took her 
oaughterVfih her; that he had a company of foot, 
and little else to maintain himseli »ai\d family upon 
but his pay ; that he served there in most of the < 
campaigns with the reputation of a gallant officer, 
hut that the spirit of gaming having been suffered 
to infect the English army in their winter Quarters 
at New-Ydrk, this wretched man, the father and 
the husband of these helpless women, became a 
*prey to that infernal passion, and b^ing driven to 
sell his commission to pay his losses at play, put an 
end to his miserable existence by a bullet. 

’ Here Abrahams paused, whilst Ned gave venUtl» 
a groan, in which 1 can answer for his being se- 
conded by one more heart at**kast then in com- 
pany, from which the recollection of, that, fatal pe- 
riod never fails to extort a pang. 

The series of suiferinjfji,. which the in 
(low arid hef child endured, \ continued 
from this tragical period, were sucli as I must leave 
you to imagine, for 1 neither w^sliPtl to bo in- 
formed of them, nor could She expatiate upon them. 
It may however be proper to infdrm Mr. Drowsy, 
that 1 am convinced there is no ro^tn for hope that 
any f:\turc impression am be made upon the ui^for- 
giving nature of Constantia’s grandfather, and^it 
wbuld be unjust in me to represent Her as any o||icr 
than what shells, destitute of forj^une even in 
pectancy. And whar.U she the worse for that? 


nhappy wi- 
AbraharnsT 
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cried Ned ; amongst the article I stipulate for in • 
the advertisement* which Mr. sparkle has been 
reading, I believe you will not*find that money is 
put down for one. Upon this Mr. Abrahams made 
a proper compliment to my friend, and addressing 
hinfiself to the company began to apologize for hav- 
ing taken up so muclr of our attention by his long 
discourse*; this naturally produced a return of ac- 
knowledgments on our parts, wifh ma^and jiist 
commendations of his benevolence. ‘Tnc honest 
featuiyabiightencd with joy upon receiving 
tms welcome testimony, which he so well deserved, 
and I remarked with pleasure that our reverend 
friend, the curate, now bcgfln to regard Abrahams 
with an eye of complacency, and having set him- 
self in order, jike one who was ^bout harangue 
his audience with a prepared oration, he turned a 
gracious couiftenance upon the humble adversary of 
his faith, and delivered himself as follows — 

CJjarity, Mr. Abrahams, is by our church *cs- 
Tfe^icd the fifst of Christian virtues, and as we are 
commanded to pray even for our enemies, in obe- 
dience to that blessed mandate I devoutly pray, 

* that in )*our^.in»^tancc it may avail to cover an4 bloc 
out the multitu^ic of sins. Your reaching forth the* 
Jiand of jntfey to tliese«ps^r Christians in their pi- 
tiable distress, {ftoves you to be a mai^ sujTerior to 
those shamcful^rcju dices, which make a false plea 
of tcligion for shiitting^up the heart against all, but’ 
those of its own faith and persuasion. I have lis- 
tened to your narrative with attention, and it is Jbut 
jusjice to you no confess, i hat your forbearing to 
retort upon the scurrilous fcllSw in the lodging- 
lubuse, who insulted you on the score of your na- 
titnal physiognomy, is a ciriumstancc^ery highly 
t(9 your credit, and wb^t would h%ve done honour 
fo any one of the professors^of that religion^ which 
' B B 2 
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teaches us, when w : arc reviled, to rc\ile not again* 
J also remarked th^ modest manner of }'oiir speak- 
ing, when you unavoidably rcportcil of your own 
good «iceds : you sounded no truinj)ct before you, 
and thereby convinced me you are not of that pha- 
risaical leaven, which scekcih the praise of m^n ; 
and let me tell you, Sir, it is the very test of true 
charity, that it vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up. 
Uumility, iMr. ^\Jjiahams, in a peculiar degree is 
ei])ecte(l tifyf)u, as of one of the child] cn of wrath, 
scattered over the face of the earth.Avijhout an abid- 
ing place, which you may call your own ; chniny 
also is in you a duty of more than ordiiiSfry obli- 
gation, ibr you and yours subsist no otherwise than 
on the charity of the nations who give you flielter : 
the alms o^ others may he termed a free gift of 
love, but your alms are in fact, a legal tribute for 
protection. 'J'o conclude — I exhort you to take in 
good part what I have now b^crl saying; yon arc 
the first of your nation 1 ever cornmunetl with, and 
if hereafter in the execution of my du‘y I am led 
speak with tigour of your stiff-necked generation, I 
shall make a mental exception i.i your favou»> and 
recommend you in my prayers for all .lews 'Furks, 
infidels and heretics, by a separate ejaculation in 
your behalf. 

Whether Abrahams in his heart ‘hanketr the ho- 
nest curate lor his zeal is hard to say, but tlicrcwas 
nothing to be observed in his counLcn^ttcc, wliich 
bespoke any other eraotionsr^than those of benevo- 
lence and good-nature. My friend 'Drowsy was not 
quite so placid at certain periods of the discourse, 
and r;nhen he found thaUthc humble Israelite mhde 
no other return, but by a civil inclination of the 
head to the* speaker at the coiiclusidii of the ha- 
rangue, he said to Abrahams in a qualilying tonc#of 
voice, Mr. Beetle, Sir, means well; to which th^ 
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other instantly replied, that h* aid not doubt it, 
and then with a design, as it sftould seem, to turn 
the discourse, informed Ned, that he had taken the 
liberty of going in person to the father o4‘ Mrs. 
Goodison, in hopes he would have allowed him to 
speak of the situation, in which he had found his 
daughter and her child : but alas ! added he, I had 
no soonfur began to ojien the business upon which 1 
came, than he instantly stopt my mouth by de- 
manding, if I came into his house hifh ! 

t^t he was aitoyished at my assurance for daring 
to njyne his daughter in his hearing, and in* the 
same Sreath in a very haughty tone cried out, 
Harkye, Sir! are not you ap Jew ? to which J had 
no saone:' replied in the affirmative, than ringing 
his bell very, violently, he callec^out tef his footman, 
to put that Jew out of his doors. 

Here Abrahams paused ; Ned started up from 
his chair, drank a glass of wine, shook the Jew by 
^ the, hand, flounced down upon his seat again, 
wtfistled part of a tunc, and turning to me said in 
fi half-whisper, W^iat a world is this we live in ! 


►number XLIL 


After the conversation related in the preceding 
chapter. Drowsy and his guests passed a social 
evening, and honest Abrahams was prevailed upon 
td take, a bed at Poppy Hall.* The next morning 
"^rly, as I w.as walking in the garden, I was much 
yirprised to find Ned there before m#— I dare say 
^you wonder, said he, what could«provokc my iazi- , 
*ncss to quit my pillow thus early, but I am resolved 

B a 3 
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to sliakc off a slo’ iful habit, which till our dis- 
course last night l.hiever considered as criminal, I 
have been thinking over all that Mr. Abrahams 
told ir about the distressed widow and her daugh- 
ter, and 1 must own to you 1 have a longing desire 
to obtain a sight of this ('onslaritia, whom he ,dc* 
scriiics to be so charming in mind and person. Now 
I doiih know with what lace 1 can invite her hi- 
ther; besides I cj^nsi.ler, tliough [ might prevail 
Uj on Mr, '•Abrahams to bring her, yet 1 should be 
confoundedly hampered how to gct» haiidsomely off, 
if upon acxiuaintance it did not suit me to propo^r: 
for her. 

You judge rightly, said I, your dilemma would 
be embarrassing. 

AVcll then, (juoih he, there is no alternative but 
for me to go to her, and though I am aware of the 
trouble it will give me to take a journey to London, 
where J hrive never been, and shall [liobaldy make 
a very ay;kward figure, yet if you will encourage 
me so far as to sny you will take a corner in any' 
coach thither, and Mr. Abrahams does not object 
to fhe scheme, I will even jiluck-ap a good courage 
and set out to-morrow. 

^ Be Jt so ! answered f, if Mr. Ahiahalns apjirovcs 
of it, T have no objection to the parly, , 

On tlu' moMow wc Abrt.hams dnd my-' 

self with Ne^il and his old servant in his coach for 
London, and in the evening of the Sec^ntl day our 
jiost-boys delivered us .sale at Blossom’s Jim in 
l^awrcnce-laue. Abrahams procuVed us lodgings 
at the house of his .ajxjthccary in thej^oultry, where 
he first sheltered Airs, (loodison and Constanti'ji; 
and having settled this affair the good man hastened?, 
home to pre^^ent himself to his family,' and prepa-fec 
for our supplnji at his house that night. 4 

My friend Ned had. been' in a broad stare of* 
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amazcjncnt ever since his er into T.ond«')n ; he 
secincil iiaxious to Know what 111 the people were 
about, and why they posted uiJ and down in such a 
hurry; he treqiicntly asked me when rhey*w.ould 
go hoine and be c[nict ; for his own part lie doul>ted 
it’ the should get a wink of sleep till he was fairly 
out of this noisy town. 

As he^was feasting his curiosity from the window* 
of our lodcrin^s, the Lonl Mayrn* passed by in his 
state coacti towards the Mansion lioi3Rr~C'iod bfess 
h^ Majesty l^njed Ned, he is a portly man. ^He 
rather tlisappointcd when 1 set him right in his 
jnistiki?; but 'levcrtlieless the spectacle pleased him, 
and he commented very gravely upon the commo- 
diou%sw:,“ t)l‘ the coacli and the slow p^icc of the 
jnotcssion, ^"hivh he s;lid shcNj^cd thf good sense 
anil disca'otioii of the city inagistiate, and observing 
liim to be a tery corpulent man, added willi an aiv 
of some Com sequence, that he would venture to j)ro- 
ni)iince nu Lord IVlayor of London w'lib a wise 'man 
9u^ consiiiU’fi Ins own case. 

. \\ c tu»w were to set ourselves in order for our 

visit* to honest Alffahams, and Ned beg»'n to shew 
some ah\iel,v about certain articles of Ins drv^»s an 1 
ajvjieijjrance, which did not exactly tally with l!u? 
spiiice air the cilj^^p'iyks, wliom he had recon- 
iK)itrcd1n the streets ; the whole was <j:)nffssetlly of 
the rustic, order, but 1 encouraged him to ])nt his 
trust ill br^ad-cloth and, country bloom, and seri- 
ously c3;horted him ifot to trust his head to the 
sheers of a Lorfllon hair-dresscr. I now ordered a 
coach to be cailed, which yas no sooner announced 
tlpui Ntd observed it waS Sjiefdlly got ready; but 
jihey do every thing in a hurry in this place, added 
Mb, and I wi? h to my heart flte fat genieman in the 
line coach may ovder.all the people to bed before 
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our return, tli '.t 1 n| ly stand so^ic chance of getting 
a little rest and quiet amongst them. 

We ^low stept into our hack, but not without a 
Caution from Ned to the coachman to drive gently 
over the si ones, which, to give him his due, he 
faithfully performed. We were received at the defor 
of our Irjeiidly Israelite wdth *a smiling welcome, 
and conducted by him up stairs to a plain fbut neat 
ajxirtmcnt h,V^'hich was the mistress of the houfe, 
an elderly decent matron, who prefented us to Mrs. 
Goedison, the mother of CpnstsnlM,^^ in wht^e 
countenance, though jrale and overcast witlj me- 
lancholy, beauty and modest dignity still kept their 
native post. 

Honest N^d made his fir§t approaches with j/bow, 
which Vcstris perliaps could have mended, though 
it was of nature’s workmanship; and this he stoutly 
followed up witli a kiss to each lady, after the cuf- 
ton\ of the country, that loudly spoke its own good 
report. • * V 

Wiiilst these ancient and exploded ccrcmofiics 
were in operation, the door opened, and presented 
to our eyes — a wonder! It was a’ combination of 
grace *41111 beauty to have extorted raptures from 
old age itself ; it was a form of modesty id have 
awed tlje jias.'^ions of licmtlctJis youth^ it was in c 
one word, Constantia herself, and till our reigning 
beauties shall to equal charms add cgual 'humility, 
and prefent themselves likelier to the'' beholder’s 
eye without one conscious glance of exultation at 
their triumphs, she must remain no otherwise de- 
scribed than as that name bespeaks' the unrivalled 
model *bf her sex, * ^ 

As for my friend Njd, who had acquitted hinn^ 
self so dcxlrcrous^ with the elder ladies, his h'^s 
had done Iheir omce ; neither voice nor motion ic- 
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mained with them, und aston^liinent would not 
even sutler them to dose — 

OOitupuitf stctct'nntque cumiLj cl vovfa'irihui, 

And what alter all were the niiinuy itistrumthii«!, 
by which these edeets were ])rr»]uced? Hearken, 
() ravistock-strect, and believe it if you can ! The 
simplest dress, which nK»de.st3'' could clothe itself 
with, wal all the armour which this conqueror had 
put on; a plain white cotton vest^fritfh a cAcite 
head-dn'ss, (such your wry windows would 
blush#d^Uf liave exhibited) filleted with a 
l)luck«^syk ribliand, wore all the aids thaf Xaturc 
borrowed ta attire her in!Uchloss piece of work. 

Thus she stood belbic us, and lueiv she might 
Jiave ?tood for us till* now. if the c.^npassionatc 
Israelite had hot again stepped iff to her rescue : he 
led her to a cjiair, and, taking his seat, set the ccjn^ 
versation afloat by felling her of his visit to the 
worthy gentleman then present (as his l)ody indeed 
witness, but for his senses they were ckc- 
wltere) spoke handsomely of his kind deception, of 
the natural I)cau,tM»‘" the place and the country 
about it, and concluded with saying he bad now 
the honour fo introduce the own/r of that flospi-* 
table Ibansi^ii'to her acquaintance, and he flattered 
•himself ^ic coul^i not«cfo ^rnorc acceptable ©flice to 
both parties. * 

The anT^vcifwhlch Conjttantia made to this elci-» 
borate haiaifgue, woulA iA vain be sought f9r in the 
aaulmr/ ofconP'Jmicdi'i^ for it consisted simj)ly in the 
eloquence of ^\vo expressive eyes whiph fliefdi- 
rccTted upon the sj)eechlf^i tiunk of poor^ Med, 
^niewhcre as I should guess about the region of 
n^ heart, for 1 am persuaded her emij^aries never 
s^pj)ed till they made their way to the citadel and 
Jiad audience there. 
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Ned now bega’^’ to stammer out a few sen- 
tences, by which, if Constantia did not understand 
more than was cxjiressed, she could not be much the 
wiser for the information Jic gave her; he was glad 
and sorry twice or thrice in a breath, and nor al- 
ways in the right place ; he hoped and believed and 
presumed to say — just nothing at all ; when in a 
moment the w'ord Sujipcr ! announced through 
thg nose ‘;^^smnfliiig ilebrew servant, came, as if 
it had b^en coiijurctl uj) by the wand of an en- 
chanter, to deliver him out. of his distress: Uv* 
manna In the wilderness was hardly mgye- wel- 
come to the famished Jews, than were now the 
bloodless viands that awaited us on the friendly 
board of AlY^iharns, to tl\e cars I should havb said 
rather than to the fc.ppetite of Drowsy, 

J -ove I know can do more in the yyay of meta- 
morphosis, than Ovid ever heard of ; and to say the 
truth, what he had done to Ned was no trifling test , 
of .bis art; for it was in fact no less aphange, than.> 
if he had transformed Morpheus into Merciuy ; 
Goodcfcllowship however can do something i*\ the 
same way, and the hospitable festivity of the. honest 
Israelite now brought Ned’s heart to hii lips and set 
it to work; youth soon catches the social sympa- 
thy, buj; even vge and sorib'Ur row threw aside their* 
gloom, and paid their subscription to the board with 
a good grace. Ned, whose countena?jice was lighted 
up with a genuine glow of -benevolence, that had 
entirely di. spelled that air of lassitude, which had so 
long disarmed an interesting set of features of their 
natural vivacity and spiilt, now exhibited a charac- 
ter of as much manly beauty and even mental 
pression, as 1 had ever contemplated—^ 

Saul nnfi possil amor ? 

Madam, says he, directing his discourse to Mrs* 
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Goodison, it Is not for the hondLr of human nature, 
that I should wholly^rcdit whatVur worthy host has 
told me : 1 won’t believe there are half so many hard 
hearts in the world as we hear of ; it is not rea- 

son to a man that will always argue him out of his ol>- 
stigsicy ; it is not such a fellow as myself, no, nor 
even so good a pleader as my friend here (pointing 
to Abrahams) who can turn a tough heart to pity ; 
but let Ae once come across a (;frtain father, that 
shall be nameless, and let me be projrt'.'i'^ prqiiircd 
to encounter him, and I’ll wager all I am worth, 1 
bring kii^ ilbund in a twinkling: Onl^ lct*mc 
have f!i<k proper credentials in my hand, do you see, 
and I’lUdo it. 1 know whqm you point at, icplied 
Mrs, Goodison, but I don’t comprclieiid all your 
meaning; what crecfSlftisls do you alk:<lc to? To 
the most pov^crful, said Ned, fhat nature ever set 
her hand to ; .the irresistible eyes of this young lady ; 
might 1 only say — fl’his angel is a supplicant to 
you, the heart that would not melt must be of inar- 
Const*'¥^tia bhished,. every body seemed de- 
lit^ed with the unexpected turn of Ned’s reply, 
whifet Mrs, Goo^Won answered, that she feared even 
that oipcriment would disappoint him ; upon 
which he eige»ly rejoined, then • I have a resource- 
again?t the ^drst that can befal us : There is a com- 
*fortable#litt]e i]|ansi(tn stTliids wither t-lid^ oi my 
park; it is furnished and in compledt repair; there 
Is .a pleasayt garden to it;*JMr. Abrahams has seen 
it, and if you will he my* tenant, you shall, not find 
me so hard a laiidlord, as some you have had to deal 
with. As NeJ spoke these words, Mrs.. GootRson 
tufned her eyes full upon Wm with so intcllig/snt and 
j^f-utinr/dng an expression, as to cause a short stop 
i^his speech; after which he continued — Ah, Ma- 
tkim, how liappy you might make me! the last in- 
Jiabitantof this belovc'd lilllj: placcwas my excellent 
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jnotlicr ; she papseL two ycais of widowhood in it 
with no cornpanio*! hut 1 wish 1 had been 

nunc woTihy of suMi socit-ty and more capable of 
improving by it; but I was sadly cramped in rny 
education, IkIu^' kcjU at home by my iatlier, wdio 
meant alJ tor tlie Lest (Cioil tbibiil 1 should lepronch 
him !) and j»ul me under the tare of Parson Hcetle, 
the curate of om paiish, an hoiuit wellcmeaning 
man, liut^i^ias! 1 \as a dull la/y bloekhead, *uid he 
did not kc' p me to n\y b<iok. Kcnvevei, siieh as I 
am, J know iny own <ieiiciencics, au4 J liope w^nt 
of hono'fy and sincerity is not atnon;^*! the uuinber. 
Nobody can su«;])ect it, cried .\hrabams. Pardon 
me, re]>bed Nevl, I am* ;ifraid Mis. (loodison is not 
thorou'^lily convinced ot niely, Mathurf, you 
will not sujtpose | could look you ip tlie face and 
litkr an untruth. Nobody can look in yf)urN, Sir, 
answered she, and expect to hear one ; it is your 
nnmented generosity that sto]>s my tongue. After 
all, rcr-uined Abrahams, 1 am as inueli iiulebtv.d to 
your gcn<‘i'osity as any body j)i*cst'nt, for as you have 
never once mentioned the name ol my Constafhtia 
in this proj)osal, 1 jicrceive you do not intend to 
rob VIC of both iny comforts at the- same time. 
^'I'is because 1 lirue not the presumption tojiape, 
answe;cd Ned, that I hav'^any tiring to‘"'oftor whirli 
such ex6clle,ncc would condescend Cb take ; I could 
wish to tender her the best mansion I possess, but 
there is an encumbrance goes with it, Which I de- 
spair oiu'econciling to so elegant a taste as herN— 
O love, said 1 within Tnyself, thou art a notable 
teacher of rhetoric ! I glanced my' eye round the 
table; Ned did the 'Very reverse of what a modf'rn 
line gentleman would have done at the close of such 
a bjK'Cch, ] never once ventured to lift up his eyes, 
or direct a look toward»thc object he had addressed; 
the fine countenance of Coiiatantia assumed a hue* 
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which I suspect our dealers i ill Circassian bloom , 
have not yet l3een able*to imitate, ffor, it* they could, 
to shift so suddenly ; for whilst rny eye was passing 
over it, her check underwent a change, ^liich 
courtly checks, who purchase blushes, are not sub- 
ject ^to ; the whole ^vas conducted by those most ge- 
nuine masters and best wlounsts of the human coun- 
tcniince, njodesty and sensibility, under the dirccr 
tion of nature ; and though J am t»ld th^igenious 
Ptesideni of our Royal Academy hJ^^tcrnptcTl 
^oirpthing in^aii, yhich resembles it, yet I am haj-d 
»to‘ believe, that his carnations, however volatile, can 
quite keep pace with th^ changes of Constantia’s 
cheek. *VVise an(Wiscreet young ladies, who are 
taught io know tliAni^d by education and ex- 
perience, havc!,a better method concealing their 
thoughts, and a better reason for concealing them ; 
in short they ntanage jhis matter with more address, " 
and do not, like poor Constantia, 

— — ir tVu‘ir lic.^rts upon their sleeve 

For dawb to peck ai, 

• W hen a fashionrdile lover assails his mistress v/ith 
all tJiat^nergy of action as well as utterance, which 
;^companies fiolite decla^at^ns of passion, it would 
be highly indisefcet in her to shew ffiin heftv su- 
premely pleased and flatteied she is by his impu- 
dence ; no, »hc •puts a proper portion of scorn into 
her features, and with a Stern countenance telfe him, 
she cannot stand ^is impertinence ; if he will not 
take, this fair warning and degist, she may indeed Tje 
overpowered through the ’^eakifess of her seis, b^t 
nobody can say it was her basbfulncss that betrayed 
hei? or that there was any prudent hypocrisy spared 
in her defence. 

•VOL. XL I. 


c a 



«290 ^OBSERVER. ^042. 

Ag:nn, ^\licn a. fashionable ludy throws her fine 
arms round her I'asband’s ndek, and in the mourn- 
ful tone ofconjuiral complaint sighs out — * and will 
my dearest leave iiis fond unhapjiy wife to bewail 
his absence, whilst he is following a \ilc filthy lox 
over hedge and ditch at ihcpeiil of liis necK*?^ — 
w'oulditnot be a most unbred piece ol' sincerity were 
fchc to ex{)ress in her face what she feels iy her heart 
—a cordial wish that he may really break his neck, 
i'nd thaPlftPc is very much Ix'Hiddcn to those odious 
hounds as she calls them, for taking him out Ci!j'jhe’T 
siglit ? Certainly such an act of Tolfy could nol*bc< 
put up with in ail age and country so enlightened 
as the present; and burefy, when so many ladies of| 
distinctiem aie turning at hes*- Js in public amuse 
their fiieu^^.s, it would be nard if they did net set 
apart some rehearsals in [rrivutc to accornodatc them- 
*' selves. 
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I LEFT C^)n<^tantia somewhat abruptly in my laat 
paper ; and to say the truth ratlie^ in an^wkward 
predicament ; !nit as 1 do not like to infcr^it young 
in the^r l|ht«hes^. I took occasion to call olf jhe 
• reader’s attention from her, and bestowed ^,it upon 
other lacdcs, who arc nok subject to the satAe ein- 
► ‘barrassinents* 

Ouf party soon up after this event ; Ncfl 

and I Topairtd to our apartmci^s in the l^oultry, 
Constantia#to those slumbers which purity inspires, 
tem]rerance endears, ^nd devotion blesses* 

^ 'J’hc next morning brought Ned to my Icvcc ; 
^lie Uad lain nwakc all night, but no noises were 
co*n[)lained of; they wrerc notin the faujt of having 
de]>rjved him of his rejrose. ^ 

i Ic tQok up tlt^norning paper and the phi 3 diousc 
' advertiseme^^ts caught hise)C : tfe began to quastion^ 
me about T//<; Clitmh'sfhu' Mawriaisc^ which was u]> 

• for the yiglfl at J)ruiy-4..ai^c : W'as i^a corned}' ? I 
told him, y os, n*a an admirable one : 'FJien it ended 
.hajf])ily, 'he jjrcsurncd: (Vrtainly it did: a very 
amiable ydung woman was clandestinely married 
to a deserving young man, ami both parties at the 
close of the I’abfe were reconciled to their frignds 
aiKl made hajr^ry in each <^ther: And is All this re- 
jjpesentvd on the stage ? cried "Med : All Ih^ \^th 
•rgany more incidents is acte^d on the stage, and so 
acted, let me assure you, as leaves the %ierit of the 
^performers only to bc*exctcded by^that of the poet: 
V-l'his is fine indeed ! replied he ; then as sure as 
c c 3 , 
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can {)c P'will be tliere this very night, if.you think 
they will admit : ^ country clown like me. — There 
w*iS no tear of theft. — Very well then ; is not this 
the play of all plays for Constantia ? Oh that 1 had 
old Surly there too ; Avhat would J give to have her 
[p:i P.d father at her elbow ! He was so posscssed\/ith 
the idea, and built his castles in the air so nimbly, 
that 1 could not hnd in m\' heart to da.sh the vision 
by throwin" any bars in its way, thougii enough 
occuirtd had 1 been disposed to employ 

them. * » 

jAwiijr posted Ned— ittuiaUL^ ah //to /)^ on 
the w^igs of love to Saiiit Mary Axe; what rhe- 
toric, he there made usr of I cannot prcterul to say, 
L- . certainly he came bacV„ /a decree in bis fa- 
vour for Alio. Abrahams anci Constanfia to accom- 
pany him to the cojiirdy, if 1 would .undertake to 
<5onvo3^ the party ; for honest AbralK.ins, (though 
a dear lover of the mu.‘<e, and as much attijched to 
stage plays, as his countryman Shy lock was averse 
from them) had an unlucky engagcmt ut eisewherci ’ 
and as for Mrs. Goochs<»n, Ned liad saga.cioas!y. 
discovered that she had some objection to tlie title 
of the comedy in her own particulai , .though she 
stated none against her daughter’s being there. 

Alter an early dinner w»ih Abrahams, we re- 
paifvd tt; the tneatre, four in numbcj, and wuilst ilic 
secfji.d music was playing posted ourselves with all 
due [>rf caution on the thirjl row of ojic cf the front 
boxes, where places bad been kept for us; Airs. 
Abrahams on my left hand against the partition of 
the oo\, and C'onstantia on tne other hand between 
licr admirer and mo. . 

riicre is something captivating in that burst, 
of sj>kndor. scenery, human beauty and festivity* 
wliich a roy al theatre displays to every' sj)ectator ort 
his entrance ; what then must have been the stroke 
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on his optics, who ^cvcr ciitcrcfl one IxTcfiv* ? Ned. 
looked about him with surpiisc^and li:ul there not 
been a central poi^jt of iinnctioii, to which his 
were necessarily impelled by laws not less ii resistible 
tlViipg thosj of graviTation, there might have been 
no*S])eedy stop to the eccentricity of their motions. 

It was not indeed one of tliose delightfully crowded 
house*;, ^v’hicli theatrical advertisers anno\,incc tto 
rapturously to draw succeeding *aiulh*m;^s to the 
comloi^ts of Slice ceding crowds, there to enjoy tTie 
g)eSls of th(^I<^iid»sl pUiudits and most roaring hursts 
oi lai4gh^er, bestowed u[)ou tiie tricks of a h^iji'lcopiin 
ortho j.^bherish of a biiilvon; but it was a i’’dl as- 
sembly of ration/ beings, Convened f >r tlie c? 
ment nf a rational ernv. . .xpmont, wheie the ears were 
not in dan of l>'*iiig insuUcd Wy ribaTdry, noi\the 
midci.sraraknv hbcllrd by the sj)crt icK: of folly. 

Ned was charVicJ with the comediy, and soon 
bee unc uecjfiy interested for Lovcwcll and Fanny, 
on 'fii ’se, di^'^iessfLil situation he mad'* many natural 
ronr.ik"*; to his fair neighbour, ami she, on b'’r pot 
bc;ti#wed morc^tention on the s^'cnc, th i;i was 
su ictly • rcconcircable to mod'-rn high-brced'i'g* — 
The rcpres<nt;'ti\c of l^ord jiiit Inn* into^ 

some^aiurm at first, an-l he -^t'hispcicd ni my car, 
that )i(%ho^)ed the nitrrj> old gentleman jais not 
rcalU so ill as lie seemed to be: — fo* ] am sine, 
aden. he, he v^)idd lie the best actor in the woild, 
was he to’recover his ^erilth, since he can make so 
.^■>od a stand c\^n at de.ith’s diior. I j)iit his heart 
to rest by assuring him tliat his sickness was gll a ’ 
f'*t'<ai, aiivl that the same decrepid invalid, w'hen 
\J h ad -washed the wrinkles out of his face,*\v 
‘ 4 |iy a:ul sprightly as the bc^l, aye, added 1, and in 
ij:s real clnnacter one of the bod into tlfb bargain : I 
am glad of it, I am glAd of it to my heart, aiiswc.ed . 
Ned, i hope he will never irive one half of the coiu- 
c c 3 
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plaints V tiich he counterfeits ; but *tis surprising 
uluit some men cah do. * 

In the interval < i the second act an aged gentle- 
man c*.^’a grave and s( natorial apjieiirance, in a full- 
dressed suit of purple ratteen ^nd a floying white 
wig, entered the hnx alore, and as he was locfking 
out lor a seat, it was with pleasure 1 observed the 
young i-llers at the back pay lespect to his age and 
jfcrsc-n \iy makin<» wav for him, and ])oii/ting to a 
sjMie our bench, to which lie advanced^ 

and after some apologies natiiial to a wclbbial 
to».rk lii.s scat on our lange. 

His aytsimiuediatelv juid the tribute, vliich even 
age not witlihoUl irom the bputy ol ( oiistan- 

ttop lie rtgauled h( r with 7 ’ 0 »e/jian a comm on de- 
gree of seiisMiility, oiid atteiftion ; hc^watched for 
oppoi tiiuitic s of speaking to lier every nqw and then 
M the shifting of a scene oi the of a performer; 
he asked her opinion of the actors, of the comedy, 
an(> at tjie conclusion of the act said to her, 1 .|lare ' 
behevc young lady, yoi\«jn*e no friend to the titi’e^of 
this coinuly : 1 shouUr be no fiicnd to it, replied 
Ckmstanlia, il the author had drau*i so unnatural a 
character as an unrelenting (athcr. One such mon- 
ster in an age. Cried I»cd, taking up the (liscou^c, is 
one too many. When I o^ci licaitrU' esc words, . 
and riotfced the efi’ect wfiich they iiad iij)on him, 
ccinbiniug il also with h s eir.oiion at certiiin tiii+cs, 
xvhen Le examined tlicf'hturcs of C onstautia with a 
fixed attention, a thought iifrose in my mind of a 
romantic nature, which I kejit to ‘myself, that we 
inig'i^t possibly be then in con.pany .voih the fath er 
of Goodison, a.nd thiit Tsed’s jiiophetic wisli^s 
were actually verified. When f anny is discovered* 
to be a man ned womafi at the ch sc of the comedy, 
and the father in his fury cries out to her husband— ■ 

‘ Lovewcll, jou shall le-ve my house directly, amb 
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}ou follow him, Mnditn’ — Keel rouVl not re-, 
Imin liiijiH-ll irom cxcKtimin<;, the iianleind 
ni()n‘?tci ! — but 'Jiiist the woul^ wrro on his lips, 

1 .01(1 ( )^Icby iiiiimuliart ly icpiu »1 to ilu* fatliePin the 
vciy noiilj, wiiKh rteiu\oltJi(c vvouid luuc .dictated 
— ' y\n(l ii tiuy d«>, I will rcm\e them into mine,* 
\vheieu[K.n the whole tlnatie ^avc a loud applaud*, 
and t onslantin, whilst the tcai ol scn^^iblhty * 
j'iutiuidelM:ut< d in her eye*, taking adv antjy e (n the 
nt ia[ noise lo addicss lit istll to IV<' ‘dvvTuun.t b' 
^(H-jiluard, rcnrnjv(\l to him — that tins v\.is uii eilu- 
sion ol «;eiifiasit^ she roiild not sciujde fo ajiplaud, 
siiice ‘'lit had an exanipl^' in iiei eye, wii.i i (on- 
>intvd Her it was in nature. — Paidon me, i died 
N«(vl,J lind nothin^ • yntiin^nt to call for * f 
apjdaiise ; c^eiy man wbuM atj as Roid C)f»leby 
does, hut tin;ie is only one iathtn h\in^, who would 
]ui> oi\ia^ brute Stei)it.L^% and 1 wish old 
(loodison was lieie at tnv tlhow^ to see the copy of 
^ Ills ovMi hateiul featUKs. It was evident that Itlie 
wlift sat ne\t to NW), ovei heaid this leply, 
jbi In ^avu a siuidini start, which sliooC His tyaiins 
and dailjiij.’ an jrfigry g^Iancc suddenly exclaiinid — 
>11 I — vmd tlnm as suAlenh ryeolUcting hignsdf, 
rhvi l^<d hi? sped h andliit Tn|^ps in sullen silciiec.^ 
'J’his had juissed witli^Jit^bcing ohs|r\ed by Ned, 
w iniJul^i’iig lofiid at tiie woul, xvhicTi jje cSnecived 
\\.i^a(ld.ev‘’ed to him, said in a iinld tone — did you 
Sj'.ik to me •.Sir? 'I o uSii(h tlie old genileinah 
inak.ng no answer, ihcTnattcr passed unnoticed, cx- 
ccjit l)y me. ^ ^ 

.As^tjoii as the cotoiedy ya.s over, our box began 
fti empty itself into the ^ol)by^ when the straQjj^T 
.seeing the bench unoccuj>icd behind me, left h;s 
jHace and planted himself at my hack, 1 was now 
Hniie limn ever po«;ses'ed with the idea of his being 
•old Cioudibon, and wished adciiain if possible t' - 
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.certainty' of iB)’’ ; 1 then;rore made a pretence, 

to Uie ladies of them more room and stept 

bnc k to the bench on which he Wi^s sitting. After 
a few word‘5 in the way of apoloji^y he asked me, if 
lie mi^ht without offence request the n|nic ol^ the 
younp: lady I ‘Bid just quitted ; with this I reatJily 
comjdicd, a>:d when J L''a^ e lu f name niethou<^ht he 
sv'incd .D’Vpared to e\peet it: he asked i^ie it luM* 
nij^thcr widow ; i told him she was — where 

was she at ]>rehV'A and ir* what condition ? She we'? 
at present in the house of a most henevokmt crc.ituic,. 
who haiJ,roiCiiedher fioni the deepest dBtress^ — 
lie ash,.tlic name ol the j>e:«soi), 'v^'O hadl thnn* that 
"^oo-’ action." I tf>ld hhn b<e.h Ifn* name and place 
fu' abode, described in as'.y^'-^w'^rrds as I coitv<i too 
wtiption be fiad foi^iid in'r and C’orista'^tia in, si)okr 
briefly, but warmly, of his ch iraLt^-i , n«id mnitted 
Aot to "ive him as many particu.Vn 'tol n.*y tiiend 
as J thouc^lil nece«s-u'y ; in conclus’on i m i ! ■ myself 
als() knowm to him, an<l CNplamed wh'»t my,‘<ji:in 
part had been in the tr;^i'saoth)n. I Ic m.id'* his nr- 
kno\v]edfAn''nts for these communications in ^ery 
handsome, terms, and th^n filter a Iioit j)ause, in 
which he seemed u ^^dc yl licuJty how {o procccvl, 
"he spoke to tins etfrrX: , * 

i am aware hat I shalj Strodine myself to you 
under sOme^lisadv.mta^e^*', when ) tell you 1 ai '‘ylie 
father ofih.t youn;^ woman’s mother; IkU if 5'9a 
arc not a j)arent yoursch, jmi cannot jiuf;c oi a pa- 
rent’s fcVlin^s lowcuds an unduliful chihl ; an i if 
‘you^^firc one, 1 lio[)^ you have no*^- ikicl, nor ever will 
liav the'ex[jcriencc of t.what t have felt : IcL tlwit 
]) i" therefore uidiout I’uilher commeiu ! .J ha^e 
now detc mined to sec, my dauglit^T, i^iul 1 hope J 
may avail ini'; self of your good othcc'^ in jir(‘pariiiij‘ 
lu:r r<'*- the mtci\i»cv\' ; I wish it to take place to- 
•'.•*Tovv, and, if you ftBit:sec no objection, let our 








